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Dopamine On Tap
An interview with artist Alena Klimchenko

Today we are joined by Alena Klimchenko regarding her exhibition, ' RSDP IOH2 Q7DS It
will be on view beginning May 4th, so don’t miss it! Thank you for joining us today,

Alena, how have you been?

YH EHHQ GRIQJ TXW Z HOWDQN\ RX IRUDVNQ)

That’s great to hear. We’ve collected some great questions for you today, so | will jump
straight into them. Starting from the top, how did you get into art? Did you always want

to be an artist?

0 DQ WRVH DUH VRP H\RXJK TXHWIRQY WKWRI \KH EDAaha * URZIQ) XS , Z DQMG\R EH P DQ
\KIQJV DQ DMYAVD Z UMAU DQ DVRGDXWD GHMAMH D VAHQIYWD @7\ HU D YHAD WDQUDVRU D
JDP HGHYHBSHK & RQUGHUQ) DOKRVH IQMMHV |, WIQN SXWXIQ) DWZ DVP RH R DQ
LOHYMUELOW IRUP H W/ \WH FDUHHUWDWP RAWUHHD DFFRP P RGDWMV DQG DFFHSW YDURXY DQG
HYHY FKDQIIQJ QMUY RUDWBDWWKDV \WH SRMQIDOR |, VWOINH VAHGFH FKHP MU DQG
OQIXDIHV EXWAHHY D GWBMY FOXVRSKRELE \R EUQ) \WRVH IQVSILDIRQY LOR DQ DWBLDRIFH
\WDQR FRP P VYR D VIQJ B FDUHHU $V IRFKRZ” , JRWQIR DWW, Z DV D SUAMY WSIEDONG IQ G®YH

Z W HYHY \WKIQ) FRBUXODQG J HHUE DWWHW D JUHDVWZ D\ \R IXHD NGV REVHWIRQ Z M UDIGERZ V

DQG FRBU



=B -

It is exciting and fulfilling to be able to create the type of things that fueled me as a child.
4 x 5 ft; Acrylic on paper; October 2022

That’s interesting, | can definitely sense the love for color and vibrancy in many of the
works. How about some of the other recurring elements, where do they come from?

Things like your hard-edge lines, more mosaic-like pieces, pattern repetitions, etc.

$K Z HOWDW UHD® GHSHQGHQARQ WH SIHFH IWHD , GROVKICN WH TH VR P XFK DV HBP HQN DV
QW P ER®Y RUIHSUMVHQEMRQV R P HDQIQIV Z MIQWH Z RIN EXWP RUH @H \WH P HKRGY Rl DUNAE
H HRXAIRQ , VHBIPWG 1Q Z KIFK VR P DNH \WH Z RIN- $ QG \WHQ WDWRQD UHD® DSSOHV \R \WH GUDZ IQIV

DQG SDIQIRTV \WH P RUH VEXGWIUDY RNV GHYHES D EIMALIHIHQ®



The sculptural works tend to be driven by a hypothesis, the desire to experiment with variables and observe the final
result. Here, | had discovered that heavily layering ink on paper eventually creates a glossy surface, and so | wanted
to see if | could use the shine to reflect color as well. While not necessatrily artistically successful, this sort of playful
experimentation provides me with good data regarding the interaction of materials.

22 x 30 in., Sumi ink on paper, acrylic on wooden skewers; October 2022



Sounds like you have a very selective artistic process.

: HO, DP \WOSUAW GHZ \R \KLY [DUVARKIQ) VR, P GHIQWMD MY RINQJ RQ GHYHBSIQJ P\
SWDAFH RU KRGH® UHD® HYHQ MWEVFRYHUQ) IMQWH IIWMBOFH ,Q JHQHIDAP \ SURFHW
EHJIQV Z MW D NHUHCR VRP HKIQ) DQIGHD D FRBUDWKDSH D P DMIDOD TXHAWIRQ D

K\ SRKHVY DZRG DVRXQG 8 \XD® \WDWKHCHAQUSILAY P H IQR YIVXD@ LQJ D FRP SBMWG Z RIN
DQGWH UHWR P\ SUDRUEH LV JHMDY [URP SRIQV \R SRIQW6 7KLY IVDARZ K\, VWKIJ®1 Z W
FUDUQ) D ®WR Z RINIUHTXHQ® MGQFH , XVXD® QHHG D VRIS SROW6\R Z RINVRZ DGV VRP HKLQ)
\KDWRXG\BNH P H GD\ V' Z HH\Y RUHYHQ P RQKV \R DGHTXDWO YIVXDQ H 6 DP H BHDVRQQ) JRHV
IRUZK\ , VRP HIP HV DEDQGRQ RUGIRS SURVIFW H\KHU, TYH GHAGHG \WDVWKH SWKH SRIQW61Y
XQREWICDE®! WDV EHI DQRR HDUD Z IWRXWD VRIS HQRXIK YIVXDD) DIRQ R \WWH FRP SBMG Z RIN
RU, fYH GHRUP 1QHG WDVWAH IGHD IV QRWZ RO \KH WP H DQG HIRWAR IXQ@ 7 KH GHFHVMW \R
LOMEDD® SUH UHQGHUWH [IQVKHG SURGXPWY RQH RN WH UHDVRQY P\ DWYAMBI 1V VR YDUHG
EHFDXVH HDFK Z RNV EHQJ IXOMBIG\R IW RZ Q XQUTXH VSHALIFMA P DAWUIDY IGHDV \RSIE V] H
7 KHUH DUH GH QWO \ADFRP P RQDDIAY EXWEHVSIM P\ IQMIWOQDQG P\ XVH R SDWAQ DQG
UHSHIMRQ , GRQVKDYH D BWRI Z RUNW \WDVWDUH VHW $ WBDW\EH QUMD QRWEH RUH VHQRU\ HDU
SUWY P XFK DR P\ SURWIFW Z HH RQH RIV - EXWQ VHQIRU HDU, Z DV DGYIVHG \R FUHDWM \KIQIV 1Q

VHUHV DQG XVH \WDWP XE@BTFRW \R H SEUH HDFK IQAYIGXDAGHD GHHSHU



Based on an art exhibition seen while on vacation, this piece was attempted over three times. Each time | felt that |
had found the painting’s “final” form, and each time | realized that it needed more time in the brain-oven.

7 KHUH DUH WP HY KRZ HYHU Z KHUH , EHI1Q Z RN EHIRUH SRIQW/6 LY HYHUMK® GHICHG 7KHVH Z RBW
DUH XVXD@® EDVHG RQ D K\ SRMHVY TXHIRQ RUX®! VHWDQG WHQ FRQIDXH \R GHYHEBS RQ\WHU
RZ Q1Q DQD® RWIRUDQF P HKRG R JURZ\M. $ QG IV GXUQJ \KIY J URZ \K \KDVWW QAMQ\R \KH IGHD
GMIAIXIGH P H \KURXI K Z KDWWHT XILHY  DQG RFFDVIRQD® \INH FXWDI VWDV FDQ FXGYDIM QR
VRP HKLQ) HOH @MU 7KLY SURFHW Z DV XVHG IRUP \ KDWY Z DOSIHAH Z KDL , VWMIIHG SDSHUIQR
\WH KRBV GIVE\ \WXP EWDFNY' P\ ZDQIGZ HY ZKDWL , P DGH IGZ HY IURP EDVE VKDSHV EXW
PDEHWHP UD® OUH' P\ FROPIRQR EOFNUHABQIBN KRZ GRVKDGHV R EOFN GILIHU
EHE HHQ DWWELDQGY DQG Z KDWRWHUGRQ DWWP DMUDY FDQ, XVH \R DFKIHYHSEOFN"  DQGP\
FROPIRQ R SDSHUVFUEEGN \KHVH P DUNHLY DUH BD® RG VR, Z LOVFUEE®! Z W \KHP XQUIDKH
RIFD® GH ,fYH IRXQG WDVWKDYIQ) VXFK XN FUHDWY DQ DFFHVME®! AWBWG) SRIQADV Z HODV
Z RUNWV DV D VRWAR VHD SUHVHYDMRQ WP DI DIQMEHQ) HQIXTHG B\ DOR! \WH SRMWEIOMA \KDW

DW\P DNQJ DABZ V



What if | stuffed paper into the holes left by thumbtacks?
66 x 33 in., Acrylic on wall, parchment paper bits - plain and dyed with Sumi ink; November 2022

What is it that you want to communicate through your art practice?

/ INH, VDIG HDFK Z RUNIV SUAWY IQAYIGXDDAE  \WH VRY DQG UHDVRQ EHKIQG HDFK Z RIN LY XQTXH
DQG WH VKDUHG YIVXDOFRP P RQDOM DUH \KHUH J HQHUDED GXH VR \WH DSSURDFK , GHAGHG RQZ KHQ
FUDMQ HDFK SIHAH 9%6XVZ KIGH \KH, TH GRAKQUIHG B\ DR RUVRP HKIQ) ONH \KDWKH WKH

FRP P RQWNUHDG LV \KDVWHVH DUH DORKIQIV \WDW \KIRXI KWZ RX@ BRN IQMIMAIR) RUEHIHYH Z RXG
KDYH D IXQ FUHDMRQ SURFHW 1P VIP SO VKDUQJ \WH \KIQ) V WDV J HUGRSDP IGHIQP\ RZQ
EWDIQ

Does that then mean that you gravitate exclusively toward abstract works?

* IDYMMM \HV H FOMYHD QR , JHQXICHO® HQR DONSHV R Z RIW WRXIK Z KHQ JLYHQ \WH

FKRIFH , GR SIHHUZ ROW R WH IP SUHHWMRQMAP RYHP HONRQZ DBV, GROIKION WZ DV XQIIP \



IDP 1O IP P LJUDWG R WH 8 6 \WDW Z DV H SRVHG R P RGHLOQ DWNRUIQ GHFHY \H 0 RQAUIDQ . GH
3R®AN DQGRKHY +RZHYHUWHZRUW R ,0D 5 HSIQ DQG, YDQ6 KMKNQZ HH P\ IV
H SRVXUHV R 3I1CH DWW DQG DIHWOVRP HR P\ IDYRWMV R YIHZ  HYHQWRXJK , HBPNRWR GR

SRMDIWYUH RUBHDOAMYF OQGVFDSHY

How come?

9%4HFDXVH DEVMDRIRQ DARZ V D BWP RUH URRP 1RUP IMIBNHV [P SHUHAIRQY RUMWBDIQ EDG DWW

: KHQ FRQUGHUQ) SRUADIVYUA RUUBHDOANF VFHGHY  HYHQ Z KHQ DFFRXQIQ) 1RUIQAIYIGXDOAME) DMRQ
\WHUHIV D D\ V WY XQGHWABQAQ) DQGNQRZIQ) R Z KDVWKH VXEMPY SWKO' VXSSRVHG \R BRN
@H 1 RAEHQ) DEGI\R KMKDWP DINMP SO IHHY EDG $QGMQRH, 1P EDVIED@ D GRSDP IGH MQNH
\WH IGHD R RIHQAQ) RUGVDSSRIQINY VRP HRGH Z W D EDG SRUADIVIY VRP HKIQ) , 15 UDWHUGQRW
HQFRXQIMU 7 KDW GRAR VD WDW \WIGNDOR! P\ Z RUW DUH DQG Z LOEH KIW Z W HYHY RCH
IRUHYHU EXVREMIPIYHD \KH EHWZ D\ \R GRABVH D JDP H IV \R QRASD\ IW7KIVIVP\ ZD\ R

SUHVHINQ] P\ HP RIRQDODQW haha 0 D\ EH WLV Z IQFKDQIH RYHUMP H EXWRUQRZ , DP

VDWIIHGZ W P\ DUWP RU

But isn’t art supposed to make us feel and think?

6XUH EXW SUHHUIRUP\ Z RUW \R EH UHDMYHD HP RIRGDT® GHXWDOO RAMDUNVAV XVH DWDV D

P HAXP \R FRP P XQIEDW Z M \WWH Z RS 96VWR IDU IRUP H SDWEXOU® P\ RZ Q DWWKDV EHHQD
SOFHR UVSIW DZ D\ 1URP \WIGNQ) DQG IHHIY * URZIQJ XS DQGHYHQQRZ \R EH KRGHWV, KDGD
BVWR WRXEG! SUIRFHWIQ) VARQJ HP RIRQY 1 RAKDV GROVIQRZ Z KDWHP RIRQ, P IHHI  EXW
\WDWKH KIWP H VR WIRQI® , Z RX@ [IHTXHQ® IDQIIRP VP SO EHQJ IQRIHAE® VDG RU
IQFUHAE® KDSS\ ,Q\WWH DEX®Z RUS KLY 1V XQGEHIARRG DV DY IHW DQG \WWURXI K P HAFDWRQ DQG
SIRIHWIRQDCKHS |, TYH J RAMQ EHWHUDWGHDAR) Z W P\ HP RIRQY + RZ HYHU XQ RUMCDMO



NQRZ 1Q) WDW KDYH D HW RUUHDA IQJ \WDWIP JRQJ WURXIK D SDQIE DWBFN RUVRP HKIQJ

VP IOU SXWJ D QDP HWR\KHW P S\IRP V GRAVOIWP DNHWHP JRDZ Dy

6 R 1Q DGAMRQ\R DWAP DNQJ EHQJ D VRXUFH Rl GRSDP IQH IRUP H IV DOR D SOFH RN HP RIRQDO
UHVSIMM - $ EVIDPWDUNQ SDUMEXDUUHDD® BIQGY IWHD\R EHQ) FRP SBMAD RSHQ | RUIQMSUHTAMRQ
DQG \WHUH RUH FDQ EH HP RIRGDE GHXWDCY KIGHANDEHQ) YIVXDD® WP XOMQ) DQG IQMIAIG) \R
HQDIHZ W $GVRXIK MV QR&Iways \WH FDVH \KLV IGHD IV VRP HKIQ) \KDW DIP IRUZ KHQ

FUDIY P\ ZRIN QM) EXWHP RIRCDE® QHXWDO, GHD® \KDWHP RIRQDAGHXWDD FDQ \WHQ
EH MG IQE\ WH YIHZ HU JIQJ VSDFH IRUWHP \R EH KDSS\ DQG HQR\ Z W QR AWQJV DWBFKHG

{l,' AL

Dopamine for me, and a ‘blank’ slate for you
11 x 22 in., Alcoholic marker on bristol paper; February 2023



| see. You mentioned the likes of Mondrian and Klee earlier, are there other artists you

consider when creating your work?

: HO-RH $EHY 0 DUN5 RKMNR DQG) UDQN 6 M@ BIXJ KWP H DERXWAREBUILHGY  SDUMEXDUD DD
OUHWD®! , KDYHQWP DGHDQ @WU H VFDE! FRRUIIHG SDIQIMTV P\ VHD EXVWKHUZ RUNV DUH SUHRY
|UHTXHQ® DWKH EDFNRI P\ P IQG : KHQ, FRP SRWH P\ JHRP HWF FREUIIHG OQGVFDSH
SDIQIDIV , \KMIQNR 3 1HVD RQAIDQ ,OD Y%RBRRZW. ' DYIG+RANGH DQG/ XIV ¥DUDIDQ : KHQ,
ZDVRHDIWQ P\ OUH VWDBIZDQGZHY , ZDVWICNQ) R ' DBI &KIKXOWV JOW JDEHQ/ 0\
Spring DQGAutumn SDIQIQIV Z HH IWAWFRQFHYHG DV H HFIVHY EDVHG RQ 3 DXQ GHWVMay
Picture 7TKHHLVVRPHR %IGIHG IGA $®@ D 7KRP DV DQG6 DUDK 0 RUNV IQP\ VWMQHICEDVHG
JHRP HWEF FRP SRMRQV 0\ KDILY Z D@ Z HIHOWHFHWDUD IQVSILHG E\ WH 6 XWHDOANP RYHP HQW
DVWIH RAWHWEXW FDQVHH VRP H R \WHUIQGHQFH 0\ FRBUXDQG FDWRRQ @H Z RUW DUH
IQVSIIHGE\ Z HOFDUWRRQY DQGWH @\HV R / VD)) UDQN DQG 7DNDVKLO XUDNDP L 0\ FRQFHSWWDO
SIHFHR XMQJ XS RGP DUHY IV EDVHGRQP \ RZ Q VHOMELIDIMV DQG FRFHWQY UH1 DWEQ)

Z DAMXQHW EXWY DOR GMEQE® UHDWG \R 5 XWIDQ & ROMKARMGHDV R UHA FG BHXMQ
DQG UHSXUSRVIQ) |, UHFD@) UHG 7RP DVHRGAH VDIG VRP HKIQ) DBQJ WH @HV R! 3, DP
XQDSRBJ HIE DERXWING) SUHW/ \KIQIV " DQG, KDYH UHIHG RQ WDW/HQIP HQAR NHHS P\ VHORQ
WH WO DQG SXWP \ RZ Q DUVAIF VHOUEIDIAV | INANZ KHQHYHU, KON, P EHIIQQQ) \R VXFFXP E \R
XQOQYMWMG RAMGH SUHWXUHY 90D DIQ Z KI®H, FDQ QDP H \WHVH LQ GHQRHV 1Q UAWIRVSHRAWKH.  DUH

QRADRYH LQVSILDVRQY GXUQ) WH FUHDWRQ R \WHVH Z RUW



A lake scene on a cloudy day rendered through simple colorfields.
18 x 24 in., Acrylic on canvas; September 2022

What about cultural and social inspirations?

$VFOFKH DVIWY |, GRIIQG IQVSILDIRQ IQHYHY WIQ) WY \WHQP RIHR D TXHWIRQ R UVKDSIQ) \WH
IGHD IQR VRP HKIQ) \WDWDSSHDO \R P H VMRQI® HQRXIK VR Z RINRQIW2 WHZ IVH \KH IQUSILIMRQ
JHW GREXP HQMG DQG IIBIG DZ Dy 1QP\ VNHWKERRN XQUWP DVMUHV IQUR D FRKHUHQAZ KRB RU,
GHYH®S D SDUD®IAGHD \WDWARP SBMAV \WWHP ERK $V, P HQIRQHG EHIRUH HP RURGDGHXWDINY 1V
IP SRMUQAR P H VR, ZRINVR NHHS P\ DIV QDUDYH® HP SW DQG XQ SROFDADV SRME®
$JDIQ P D\ EH WMV Z LOFKDQIH IQ WH IXWMUH EXWRUGRZ , DIP \R FUHDWM DHVKHFD® SGDVDQW

Z RUW WDWDUH HP RIRQDT® CQHXWDCDQG \WHUH RUH HDVI® DFFHWWE®I B\ HYHY RQH



Inspired by Paul Klee’s “May Picture,” this was my response to the excitement of the incoming spring.
3 x 3 ft., Water-soluable oils on canvas; February 2023

So the works on view as part of ' RSDP LOH2 Q 7DS how did they come into existence?

Which of your methods did you use to create them?

HOWH MBI UH HIHQFHV KRZ |, LQM.QD® VHHN GRSDP IQH KIW DQG\WH IRP \KDWRH \BNH DV
DRI : H BXOHG DERXVWHP RIRGDAQHXWDANY HDUMHU DQG \WDW/ \WEIDLI HO \WH FDVH 1Q WY
FROFIRY EXVWREYIRXVO , KDG\R KDYH EHHQ JHWIZ) VRP HKIQ) HP RIRQD® SRVMYH DQG I XTI
Z KIGI FUHDIQ) DOR WHVH RUHOH QRGH R WHP Z RX@ KDYH J RWHQ GRQH



Can you talk a little bit more about how you reconcile emotional neutrality with

something as emotionally powerful as dopamine?

6 XUH 8 KK GMV\BNH WLV SDIQIQ] IRUH DP S®

4 x 8 ft., Acrylic on canvas; April 2023

7KV SIHFHZ DVP\ UHQGMRQR \WH P DUW BIVRQWH Z DOR! P\ WWXGR VSDFH B\ \WWH SUHYIRXV
RFFXSDQAS GMRXJK , P DGH D @WR FKDQJ HV VR \WH FRP SRVMIRQ Z KHQ UHFUHDUY IWRQ FDQYDV
\KH WWKH VRXUFH R \KH SIHFH IV \KDWR| P HDQRKRD W/ DERXVKRZ , KDG VHBIPMG \WDVWAXGR VSDFH
EHFDXVH R \KHVH Z DOP DU EHFDXVH \KH. UHP IQGHG P H R \KH P DUW GIWRQWWH Z DOR! P\
SUHYIRXV VWHER , Z DV FRMGHUQ) KRZ SHRS®! LOMIDRVZ W VSDFHV DQG Z KDWKH. BDYH EHKIQG
EH WP DU\ RQWH Z DORUSIQ KRBV W/ DERXWP \ UHDMRQUKLS Z MK \WH VSDFH IQ KDYIQ) VRWR
LOKHUMIG IWDQG KDYIQ) VR HYHQIMD® GDYH IMZ W QR DELOIV R UAMD $ QR \KDWY \KH P RUH

HP RIRCDOKQGHUPXWHQMWKDWQVSILHG P H $ GV \WH FRERWY DQG FKDQILQ) \WH FRP SRVMRQ IOR
VRP HWIQI HYHQ P RUH JHRP HFDCY. DV D Z D\ \R ERW P DNH WH Z D@P RUH 3P IQH DQG FKDQIH W



IQR VRP HKIQJ , Z RX@ DPMD® HQR SDIQIQY  <HWRGFH MY GRQH IRURKHLY \WWH YIHZ HY QRGH
R \WDWP HDQFKRO RUXQEHDIQ) IQVSILDWIRQ LY BHDA® SUHVHQAQ WWH SIHFH IWHD \WARP HV DRIRW
DV D FRRUXCDEWIDFWR IOWIRHY DQG\ RXIH Z HBRP H\R DWBFK DQ HP RIRQ\ RX VHH IIW, P HDQ
, IXHW IGHD® \WDWHP RIRQ Z LOEH SRVMYH DQG SHRS®I Z LOHQR \WH Z RIN. EXVAY QHWKHUD
UHTXILHP HQAQRUD JRDO6 R DVWHH HQG R WH GD\ , UHFHLYH GRSDP IGH IURP. FUHDIY WH Z RINIQD
ZD\ \WDW @H DQG HYHY RQH UFHYHV D IEWDQADEVADRVEDIQIR) \KDWKH FDQ SIRMPWKHURZ Q
HP RIRQV RQ\R

The original paint marks left by the studio’s previous occupant.



My reimagination of the original wall marks. You can see how certain elements were built up or removed from the
original, how I picked my colors and formed the overall composition. Additionally, the gridded background in the final
image comes from the incidental paper choice | made when sketching the overall idea.

But is it really alright? What if people take away something from your works that you
don’t intend for?

5 HDOAFD@ \WHUHT D FKDQFH R \WWDWKDSSHQQJ UHI DUBSBMY R WH WSH R Z RUN DQ DUNYANP DNHV
$ QG DVWKH YHY GDWV, P\ VHD JRAWRP HWKIQJ RXWR \WWH SURFHW  HQWR\ P HQW GRSDP ICH  DQG
D SDIQIQ WDWDWBDWIRGH SHYRQ@HY P H 9%9XWHV 1L, Z HH FKDVIQJ D SDMEXOUIHHIY) RU
SRQAMQP\ ZRWN , ZRXGW W FRQUWROKH [P SDPWP RH WRUIRXIKO 1 RNQ WKLY H KIEIMRQ

KRZ HYHU WLV UHD@ LV D FR®RRQRImy Z RIW WDWP DNHme KDSS\

Fascinating! Thank you for letting us in on the reasoning behind the variety of works that
are on view as part of ' RSDP lOH2 Q7DS RSHQQJ 0 D\ W Alena, thank you for joining

us tonight!



