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Do you support us?
A non-profit’s experience in designing a candidate 
questionnaire



What is ULU?
Non-profit professional association focused on library workers in urban 
libraries.

Stuff we do:

● Budget Advocacy
● Annual Urban 

Librarians 
Conference 

● Social events
● Research Projects
● Staff training and 

toolkits
● Book distribution 

for migrant children



Why a Political Questionnaire? 

Annual Budget Dance

Identify our library 
champions

City Council Turnover 
(⅔ of seats!)



?
Can a 501(c)3 legally write and distribute a 

political questionnaire?



Yes… but…

● Bolder Advocacy is a 
collective of lawyers, 
coaches, and non-profit 
executives who assist other 
non-profits with legal 
questions about advocacy

● Free hotline for non-profits: 
1-866-NP-LOBBY 

1 - Questionnaire must go to all 
candidates regardless of party 
affiliation

2 - All answers must be 
published and presented as 
public information 

3 - A 501(3)c cannot make 
endorsements or 
recommendations

Bolder Advocacy Guidelines



Timeline

March - Write 
questionnaire and add 
supplementary info to 
dataset 

April - Build out 
technology to support 
questionnaire 

May - send out 
questionnaire 

June 2 - Publish 
questionnaire answer and 
send out press release

June 23rd - Primary 
Election Day 



Open Data Set 

Goals:
● Connects community-based 

journalists with candidates in 
specialized press briefings and 
interactive town hall events;

● Offers training and resources to 
assist publishers in finding ways 
to deepen their coverage of local 
elections and inform voters in 
their communities;

● Informs political candidates, 
campaign staff, city agencies, and 
voter education organizations 
about the rich and varied 
community media ecosystem that 
serves the voters they want to 
reach.

CUNY Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism: City Elections Initiative 



Elected Officials Database

● Powered by Airtable
● Internal Database 

tracking elected’s district 
info, branch libraries in 
their district, committee 
assignments, and pet 
issues/projects

● Talking points for 
librarians customized to 
each councilmember

https://airtable.com/shr8xRAavpQF8t2gU




Questions



Tools: Airtable

● Relational database on 
steroids

● Used to build 
questionnaire + form

● Used to build 
public-gallery of 
answers

https://urbanlibrariansunite.org/nyc-candidate-questionnaire-2021/




Results

● Sent to 319 candidates 
running for City Council & 
84 candidates running for 
Mayor, Comptroller, Public 
Advocate and Borough 
President

● 117 responses fielded
● Results shared via website, 

press release, email blast, 
and social media 
campaign

● Gallery view was revised 
with primary winners in 
preparation for fall 
General Election 



Demo



Impact



Future Plans



Contact us:
Twitter: @ULUNYC
Instagram: @ULUNYC
Website: www.urbanlibrariansunite.org/ults 
Lauren Bradley:  lbradley@urbanlibrariansunite.org
Lauren Comito: lcomito@urbanlibrariansunite.org

Contact your 

councilmember!

http://www.urbanlibrariansunite.org/ults
mailto:lbradley@urbanlibrariansunite.org
mailto:lcomite@urbanlibrariansunite.org


Thank
you!

#nycSOdata         #NYC         #OpenData         #OpenDataWeek

Stay in touch 
at beta.nyc/links




