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Audience

Middle School Foreign Language Educators E
| Grades 6-8

Spanish, German, & French



Challenge

Student Population

(¢}

Increasingly
diverse (contrary
to department
demographics)

New program:
English as a New
Language (ENL)

Student Achievement

(e]

Challenge to
Integrate new
Information with
existing schema

Affects
achievement on
NYS Checkpoint A
exam



Part

Topic

Description

What is culturally responsive
teaching?

Teachers will use prior knowledge to create a
definition of culturally responsive education.
With the help of research-backed definitions,
teachers will refine their definition of
culturally responsive education, if needed.

How do I get to know my students
in order to tailor my reading
materials to them?

Teachers will review sample questions to ask
students to get to know them from a culturally
responsive standpoint.

Are my reading materials
culturally responsive?

Teachers will select a reading material they
already use, or would like to use, in their
classroom.

Teachers will use a rubric to evaluate if the
reading material is culturally responsive.

Where can I find culturally
responsive reading materials?

Teachers will review an accredited list of
culturally responsive reading materials.

What does a lesson with culturally
responsive reading materials look
like?

Teachers will review a sample lesson plan
using a culturally responsive reading material
from the afore mentioned list.

How do I gauge how my students
are responding to my culturally
responsive reading materials?

Teachers will review sample questions
designed to get feedback from students
regarding culturally responsive reading
materials.




Support a shift in the educational
philosophy and pedagogy of foreign
language educators

Provide educators with useful tools and
resources

INncrease student linguistic and
sociocultural understanding

INncrease student achievement on
assessment



Part l:
What is Culturally

Responsive
Teaching?




Culturally responsive teaching is
Incorporating “the contributions of
people from diverse cultures and
races to add to the scientific,

artistic, mathematical, and
hilosophical th n

——




Culturally responsive
education “includes the
plural voices of diversity”




This approach is complex,
challenging, and time consuming

Developing | |

| I 4 There is a need for diverse
A Cu tur? y | perspectives and voices in reading
Responsive materials

IMindset

z

|

Materials should connect to
students in a way that promotes
greater understanding of the target
language and its culture




Part ll: E

How do | get to
know my student
in order to tailor my
reading materials to 3

them?



Student
Surveys/

Discussion

|mportance

(e]

Helps with the
selection of
Mmaterials

Promotes
student
belonging and
community

Examples

Ask students about...

(e]

what they prefer
to be called
languages spoken
at home

what helps them
do their best

their interests and
goals

what they enjoy

reading
11



Part il E

Are my reading
materials
culturally

responsive? il



Alleviate the issue of reinventing
the wheel, if possible

Evaluate current reading
mMaterials

Framework that guides

selection of future reading
> Mmaterials
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Scoring
Reading

IMaterials

Scoring Guidelines

Not exemplary: The reading material
includes little to no evidence to support the
claim of the statement. The reading material
receives a score of negative two.

Unclear: It is not clear if the reading
material includes evidence to support the
claim of the statement. The reading material
receives a score of negative one.



Scoring
Reading

Materials

Scoring Guidelines

Exemplary: There is some evidence from
the reading material to support the claim of
the statement. Whether or not the reading
material was designed to be culturally
responsive, it still may be if it supports the
statement’s claim. The reading material
receives a score of one.

Very Exemplary: There is an abundance of
evidence from the reading material to
support the claim of the statement. It is
evident that the reading material was
designed with a culturally responsive
approach in mind. The reading material
receives a score of two.



'

Scoring
Reading

Aaterials

Culturally Responsive Rubric for Foreign Language Reading Materials

Statement

Not
Exemplary
-2

Unclear

-1

Exemplary

+1

Very

Exemplary

+2

The author, main characters, and/or
perspective of the reading material
include people of diverse identities
(race/ethnicity, gender, religion, and
others if possible).

The reading material depicts diverse
ethnicities and nationalities are through
the author, perspective, or the characters
in the reading material. Not all Asian
families are Chinese, not all Spanish-
speaking families are from Mexico, not
all African Americans are from Africa,
etc.

The reading material reflects different
dialects — i.e. it does not primarily
utilize the Castilian dialect of Spanish,
but also reflects other dialects that
speak the target language.
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Scoring
Reading

_. Materials

¥

Culturally Responsive Rubric for Forei

Langua

oe Reading Materials

The perspective of the reading material
portrays people of diverse identities as
assets rather than challenges or
difficulties to be solved.

The reading material does not convey
negativity or animosity toward people
of marginalized backgrounds through
explicit or implicit stereotypes or
insults.

The reading material creates
opportunities for students to utilize their
prior knowledge and experience with a
topic, not just react to the reading
material.

The reading material is eitherj chosen, or
supplemented with other materials, to
reflect the cultures, traditions,
backgrounds and interests of the
students.

Responses to the reading material
include a range that could all be valid,
given the diverse scope of student
perspectives.
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Scoring
Reading

Materials

Score Interpretation

Culturally Culturally Emerging Culturally Culturally
Destructive Insufficient Awareness Aware Responsive

-10to -6 -5to-2 -1to 3 4-7 8-10
The reading The reading The reading The reading The reading
material likely material has material likely material likely material likely
reinforces culturally and represents some captures a captures a wide
stereotypes and racially unclear or | groups in diverse | satisfactory representation of
portrays minority | inaccurate and dynamic ways, | representation of | dynamic authors,
students in inferior | perspectives, but not all. Some | diverse authors, perspectives,
or destructive dialects, and/or perspectives, perspectives, dialects, and/or
ways. There is characters. dialects, and/or dialects, and/or characters that are
little to no Few perspectives, | characters are characters, who reflected in
diversity in dialects, and/or portrayed in are generally accurate and
authors, characters are culturally and portrayed in appropriate
perspectives, portrayed in a historically accurate and cultural and
dialects, and/or culturally and accurate ways, dynamic ways. historical
characters. historically while others are contexts.

accurate way. still depicted as
stereotypes.

Note. The scoring guidelines, rubric, and scoring interpretation chart were borrowed and modified from The
Metropolitan Center for Research on Equity and the Transformation of Schools’ Culturally Responsive Curriculum
Scorecard. This rubric was adapted and modified to fit the need of implementing culturally responsive reading
materials in the middle school foreign language classroom. Adapted from J. Bryan-Gooden, M. Hester, & L. Q.
Peoples (2019). Culturally Responsive Curriculum Scorecard. New York: Metropolitan Center for Research on
Equity and the Transformation of Schools, New York University.
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Part IV:
Where can | find
culturally responsive

reading materials?




o  Savestime

Culturally o Already gvaluated as culturally
Responsive | “atb
Reading

IMaterials o Wide range of perspectives

-
-
E

o Resource for novels, picture books,
and poems




Culturally
Responsive

Reading
ﬁ_aterials

Award Description of | Award Synopsis of Award Winning Examples
Title Award Winning

Titles and

Authors
Coretta Highlights the | “Piecing Me Watson pulls the reader into Jade's world by
Scott experiences of | Together" by sharing Jade's love for the Spanish language
King African Renée Watson | and providing a different, yet necessary story

Americans of Black womanhood.

Pura Highlights the | “Return to After Tyler's father is injured in a tractor
Belpreé experiences of | Sender” by accident, his family is forced to hire migrant

Latinxs in the
U.s.

Julia Alvarez

Mexican workers to help save their Vermont
farm from foreclosure. Tyler is not sure what
to make of these workers.

Arab
American
Book

Aims to
preserve and
advance the
Arab
community

“The January
Children” by
Safia Elhillo

Depicts displacement and longing while also
questioning accepted truths about geography,
history, nationhood, and home. The poems
mythologize family histories until they break
open, using them to explore aspects of Sudan’s
history of colonial occupation, dictatorship,
and diaspora. Several of the poems speak to
the late Egyptian singer Abdelhalim Hafez,
who addressed many of his songs to the
asmarani — an Arabic term of endearment for a
brown-skinned or dark-skinned person. Elhillo
explores Arabness and Africanness and the
tensions generated by a hyphenated identity in
those two worlds.
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Culturally
Responsive
Reading
Materials

Description of | Award Synopsis of Award Winning Examples
Award Winning
Titles and
Authors
Tomas Highlights the | “They Call Me | Tells the story of 12-year-old Giiero, a
Riviera experiences of | Giiero: A Mexican-American starting seventh grade.
Mexican | Mexican Border Kid's He’s a reader, gamer and musician who runs
Literature | Americans Poems™ by with a squad of misfits like himself. Trusting
David Bowles | in his family’s traditions, his accordion and his
bookworm friends, Giiero faces the school
year with book smarts and a big heart.
American | Includes “The Wool of | Tells the first story of Jonesy the Sheep and his
Indian writing and Jonesy™ by adventures out on the reservation. As Jonesy
Youth illustrations Jonathan heads out to explore life after high school, he
Literature | about Nelson finds himself discovering and dreaming. The
American story gives a view of reservation life through
Indian youth the eves of Jonesy.

Note. Awards and descriptions adapted from Boyd, F., Causey, L., & Galda, L. (20153). Culturally diverse literature
The Reading T,g.'acimr, 68(5), 378-387. Example titles and synopsis from Awards, Grants & Scholarships. (n.d.).
Retrieved from http://www ala org/awardsgrants/awards
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Part V:
What does a lesson
with culturally

responsive reading
materials look like?




Sample Lesson Plan for Culturally Responsive Reading Material

Book “The January Children™ by Safia Elhillo
Title
Essential 1) How do I define home?
Questions 2) How would I feel if T had to leave my home and move somewhere where the
inhabitants do not speak my language?
Objectives 1) Students will use poems to identify perspectives of refugees.
2) Students will identify target language words associated with the idea of home
and refugees.
3) Students will use the target language to create a worldle highlighting
important points from their poem.
Procedure 1) Students will discuss essential questions (whole group, small group, or
partners)
2) Teacher will provide brief synopsis of “The January Children” and clarify
what it means to be a refugee.
3) Students will read poems from “The January Children.”
Note: Students may read the same poem or the teacher may assign them
different poems.
4) Students will summarize the perspective from the poem (what 1s the author or
narrator trying to convey?).
5) Students will identify 8-12 key words from the poem that highlight the
narrator or author’s perspective.
6) Using past vocabulary lists or a teacher-approved translator, students will
translate the key words into the target language.
7) Students will create a creative word poster (wordle) with the target language

words. Words that are most important (according to students) should be
largest. Students should be prepared to explain why they chose the words
they chose and why they made them big or small.




Assessment

D)

2)

The teacher can use the wordles as formal assessment to determine student
understanding of key points from the poem.

The teacher may listen to student responses to essential questions to
determine prior knowledge/ comfort with the topic of refugees.

Modifications

)

2)

3)

For students that struggle with reading comprehension, the teacher may
create pre-set key words from poems for students to 1dentify mn the target
language and put on their wordle. These students should be able to define
why those words are important and determine how big the word should be
depending upon their importance.

For students that struggle with reading, the teacher should read poems aloud
and stop to discuss the poem with students.

For ENL students, the teacher should work with the ENL teacher to support
the students’ linguistic development (word bank with translations, pictures
for words. etc.).




Part VI: E

How do | gauge how
my students are
responding to my
culturally responsive

reading materials? __



Student

Feedback

M portance

A o

Helps with the
selection of
Mmaterials

Promotes student
belonging and
community

Students have a
voice in their
learning & envision
themselves in a
place of success

Examples

Ask students about...

o their takeaways

o their connectionsto
the main idea and/or
characters

o what they enjoyed
and did not enjoy

o their
recommendations
for future reading
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Culturally Responsive
Reading Materials

The professional development provides middle
school foreign language educators with effective
ways to connect with students and implement
culturally responsive foreign language reading
materials. The teacher-student connection and

shift in pedagogy proves for greater linguistic
development and sociocultural understanding f
mMinority students. '

oy W

-



Impact on

Student

JAchievement

Linguistic
Development

Incorporating
multiple
perspectives
encourages
various ways
of integrating
the target
language into
students’
existing
schema.

Sociocultural
Understanding

INncreases
student
pelonging,
sense of
identity, and
allows students
to envision
themselvesin a
place of
academic
success.

Achievement on
Assessment

Increased
linguistic
development
and sociocultural
understanding
translates into
higher
achievement on
assessment due
to increased
participation and
understanding in
everyday
classroom
activities.



Culturally
Responsiv
e Foreign

Language

. STUDENT VOICE
~ Getting student

input to
encourage
community and
demic success

Successful

Implementation

MATERIALS
Carefully
evaluating current
and future
materials

MINDSET

A shift in thinking
which transcends
into pedagogy
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