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Audience
Middle School Foreign Language Educators

Grades 6-8
Spanish, German, & French

2



Challenge

Student Achievement

◦ Challenge to 
integrate new 
information with 
existing schema

◦ Affects 
achievement on 
NYS Checkpoint A 
exam

Student Population

◦ Increasingly 
diverse (contrary 
to department 
demographics)

◦ New program: 
English as a New 
Language (ENL)
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Agenda

4



Goals
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◦ Support a shift in the educational 
philosophy and pedagogy of foreign 
language educators 

◦ Provide educators with useful tools and 
resources 

◦ Increase student linguistic and 
sociocultural understanding

◦ Increase student achievement on 
assessment



Part I: 
What is Culturally 

Responsive 
Teaching?



“Culturally responsive teaching is 
incorporating “the contributions of 
people from diverse cultures and 

races to add to the scientific, 
artistic, mathematical, and 

philosophical thought.”
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“Culturally responsive 
education “includes the 
plural voices of diversity”
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Developing 
A Culturally 
Responsive 
Mindset

◦ This approach is complex, 
challenging, and time consuming

◦ There is a need for diverse 
perspectives and voices in reading 
materials

◦ Materials should connect to 
students in a way that promotes 
greater understanding of the target 
language and its culture 9



Part II: 
How do I get to 

know my students 
in order to tailor my 
reading materials to 

them?



Importance

◦ Helps with the 
selection of 
materials

◦ Promotes 
student 
belonging and 
community

Student 
Surveys/ 
Discussion
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Examples

Ask students about…

◦ what they prefer 
to be called

◦ languages spoken 
at home

◦ what helps them 
do their best

◦ their interests and 
goals

◦ what they enjoy 
reading



Part III: 
Are my reading 

materials 
culturally 

responsive?



Evaluation
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◦ Alleviate the issue of reinventing 
the wheel, if possible

◦ Evaluate current reading 
materials

◦ Framework that guides 
selection of future reading 
materials



Scoring 
Reading 
Materials
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Scoring Guidelines

Not exemplary: The reading material 
includes little to no evidence to support the 
claim of the statement. The reading material 
receives a score of negative two. 

Unclear: It is not clear if the reading 
material includes evidence to support the 
claim of the statement. The reading material 
receives a score of negative one.



Scoring 
Reading 
Materials
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Scoring Guidelines

Exemplary: There is some evidence from 
the reading material to support the claim of 
the statement. Whether or not the reading 
material was designed to be culturally 
responsive, it still may be if it supports the 
statement’s claim. The reading material 
receives a score of one.

Very Exemplary: There is an abundance of 
evidence from the reading material to 
support the claim of the statement. It is 
evident that the reading material was 
designed with a culturally responsive 
approach in mind. The reading material 
receives a score of two.
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Scoring 
Reading 
Materials
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Scoring 
Reading 
Materials



Scoring 
Reading 
Materials
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Part IV: 
Where can I find 

culturally responsive 
reading materials?



Culturally 
Responsive 
Reading 
Materials
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◦ Saves time

◦ Already evaluated as culturally 
responsive

◦ Wide range of perspectives

◦ Resource for novels, picture books, 
and poems
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Culturally 
Responsive 
Reading 
Materials
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Culturally 
Responsive 
Reading 
Materials



Part V: 
What does a lesson 

with culturally 
responsive reading 
materials look like?



Sample 
Lesson 
Plan
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Sample 
Lesson 
Plan



Part VI: 
How do I gauge how 

my students are 
responding to my 

culturally responsive 
reading materials?



Student 
Feedback
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Importance

◦ Helps with the 
selection of 
materials

◦ Promotes student 
belonging and 
community

◦ Students have a 
voice in their 
learning & envision 
themselves in a 
place of success

Examples

Ask students about…

◦ their takeaways
◦ their connections to 

the main idea and/or 
characters

◦ what they enjoyed 
and did not enjoy

◦ their 
recommendations 
for future reading



Culturally Responsive 
Reading Materials

The professional development provides middle 
school foreign language educators with effective 
ways to connect with students and implement 
culturally responsive foreign language reading 
materials. The teacher-student connection and 
shift in pedagogy proves for greater linguistic 

development and sociocultural understanding for 
minority students.
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Impact on 
Student 
Achievement

Linguistic 
Development

Incorporating 
multiple 
perspectives 
encourages 
various ways 
of integrating 
the target 
language into 
students’ 
existing 
schema.

Sociocultural 
Understanding

Increases 
student 
belonging, 
sense of 
identity, and 
allows students 
to envision 
themselves in a 
place of 
academic 
success. 

Achievement on 
Assessment

Increased 
linguistic 
development 
and sociocultural 
understanding 
translates into 
higher 
achievement on 
assessment due 
to increased 
participation and 
understanding in 
everyday 
classroom 
activities.



Culturally 
Responsiv
e Foreign 
Language 
Reading 
Materials
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STUDENT VOICE
Getting student 

input to 
encourage 

community and 
academic success

MINDSET
A shift in thinking 
which transcends 
into pedagogy 

MATERIALS
Carefully 
evaluating current 
and future 
materials

Successful 
Implementation



References
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