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Artistic Aim

During my junior year "I was not sure on what | was going to work on for my senior
project. | had a couple of plays | was interested in and wanted to work on. Ruined by Lynn
Nottage was the play | wanted to work on because it was based on a true story about a civil war
that happened in congo Africa in the 90’s. the story is based on the horrors of warfare and how
women were physically and sexually abused as collateral damage of war. | felt that this play
would exercise my goal to bring awareness, raw truth to the audience. The only problem is that
this would have been too long of a production. | decided to pair up with another senior Abel
Garcia, who had similar goals as me and wanted to bring something special and authentic to the
stage. 2 Pimps a Caterpillar is the ideal play that | been searching for. Abel Garcia has written

this play based on personal experiences in his life.

My focus as a director is to bring awareness to the audience about social injustice, gun
violence, mass incarceration and men relationships with their fathers. I want to the audience to
connect with the heart of the story. I want to use all the theatre techniques I’ve learned to give
the audience a full firsthand and raw experience of what happens in low-income black

communities every day. | want to use this performance to touch every audience heart and fill it



with compassion. | believe in doing this will to create change, regardless of what background or
community they may come from. We are one people. One community. Gun violence, police
brutality, racism and drugs are not acceptable in any community. | believe that this can be
accomplished through this play called “2 Pimp A Caterpillar”. This performance piece created

and written by Abel Garcia Santiago.

“2 pimps A Caterpillar” is a special play that touches topics such as gun violence, mass
incarceration, father/son relationships, and police brutality. The play is based on true stories by
individuals from black low-income communities who have experienced and became victims
firsthand. Four young black men stories will be shared with the audience in this play. Abel
Garcia Santiago will also be acting in this performance. He will be portraying a hand full of
young men and telling their stories through him. There is a necessity for these stories to be heard.
As a director | want this to be as authentic as possible in telling these stories. | want to give the
audience the rawness, realness, and unfiltered version of what happened to them. | want to the
audience to feel as if they are witnesses to the injustice that is happening right before their eyes.
That this is happening right now everywhere, and | want to give the audience the opportunity to
want to do something about it. Weather its actively bringing change to our communities or

sharing this story with others. Everything big or small makes a difference in a positive direction.

| visualized the stage with using very few props. | do not want the audience to be
distracted by unnecessary distractions. | see a wall with graffiti and an urban background. This
wall will have stairs in front of it going up. The goal is to make this prop look like a front porch
in Harlem. This will aide in Amari’s story as he talks about Harlem to one of the character’s

story in the play. | also visualized live drumming onset with Amari on the steps. The live



drummer will help with the hip-hop Harlem vibes and mesh well with the character and his story.
The wall will also be used from transitions in between characters. After each scene, the actor will
exit stage right behind the wall as the stage dims and reenter stage left as a different character.
Once actor reenter center stage lights will illuminate again. This transition will create about 60
seconds for the actor to change into the next character for that scene. The lighting for the show
will not be complex at all. Music will also be played during these transitions to closed out and
begin each scene. Not much lighting or special effects will be needed. Center stage light will be
on the character throughout the whole performance. | want the costumes and clothing to be
authentic and real to the specific character that is being portrayed. There are four characters in
the play, and they are being played by one actor. | believe that is very important that the audience
does not get confused. Each character will have a unique look to them, and each look will be
based on their personality and story. | want the audience to feel and connect in-depth with each

of the character’s story.

The only Artistic challenge 1 hope to conquer is the ongoing challenges and limitations of
this pandemic. Due to the pandemic, there are a lot of obstacles regarding producing this play.
With the campus shut down and everything is nearly on zoom. There are tight rules regarding in-
person interactions. The question one question | keep asking myself is how to deliver a great
performance over zoom? The best answer | came up with is to record the performance and
provide a video link to everyone who wants to see it. | do believe that this can work because the
only thing that will change regarding the show is how the audience is going to see it. We will
keep the show as a live theatre performance just recorded. Im not sure it will be the same

experience for the audience in person then on zoom, but I can guarantee that we will try our best.



I will make sure that I will use all the resources from purchase and at my disposal to deliver the

best performance possible as a director.

This performance and the challenges that | will anticipate will help me after | graduate
because | will have learned the necessary skills to directing an extraordinary play with any
circumstances. | will have learned the necessary skills to adapt and make used of what is being
laid out in front of me. I believe that this performance will broaden my horizon and force me to
think outside the box and I look forward to creating a wonderful performance for everyone to

watch.



Research Paper

An unjust system has a direct link to absent fathers in low-income communities, which
often leads to youth gun violence and death. The low-income communities are segregated
communities of people living in poverty. Minorities are usually the ones who live in low-income
communities. According to The Urban Institute “Over 13.4 million families with children in the
United States fall into the low-income category. ... Four million low-income families (or 30
percent of the total) are Hispanic, 2.9 million (22 percent) are black or African American, and
about 800,000 (6 percent) are other nonwhites. These key factors contribute to minorities not
able to succeed. These low-income communities are deliberately overcrowded and too many
people are placed on top of each other in tall low-income building. Due to this overpopulated
area crimes rates are usually high, and the quality of education is low. There is no funding
available for the community which leads to people fending for themselves. According to The

Anxiety & Depression Association of America,” Low-income communities tend to have specific



characterizations such as limited resources, poor houses, high crime and violence rates, and an

inadequate school system, which are all associated with poor mental health outcomes.

The cycle begins with a disproportionate amount of minority fathers being incarcerated.
Without guidance, their children turn to the streets doing whatever they think they have to for
survival, including committing crimes involving gun violence. There are generally two ways
“out “of the streets- Prison or death- which leads to a vicious cycle. This trap was created by the
broken criminal justice system to keep African Americans and other minority groups from
prospering. minorities and teens are disproportionately targeted by police. police have taken the
law into their own hands and manipulating the law to either lock up or kill minorities. These
minorities that they are locking up are fathers, sons, and children. All throughout history the
criminal justice system has never been in favor of minorities in the United States. When crimes
are committed big or small, the punishments are often time excessive when it comes to
minorities. While other group receive light or no punishment at all. Too many minority fathers
have been taking from families due to unjust systems. A system that Is setup for minorities to fail

with no type of justice on their side.

These laws that are put in place for real justice has been taken advantage of by the
authorities. Stop and Frisk” is a tool that has been used heavily concentrated in low-income
communities by police officers. Stop and Frisk was meant to obtain possible suspects who might
be wanted or carry a weapon. Statistic shows that 9 out of 10 stopped New Yorkers have been

innocent in a Stop and Frisk procedure. Often time this procedure was used to arrest and



imprison minorities for low level crimes. Once arrested they would receive a sentence where

other wont or an excessive sentence.

Police Brutality is another major concern among minorities. Police are taking advantage
of what the criteria is for resisting arrest. In doing so they are allowed to use force when it is not
necessary. Often time these so-called “resisting arrest” lead to minorities getting shot or Killed.
In 2014 Eric Garner fell victim to this version of police brutality. Eric Garner was killed by a
police officer, who had him in a chokehold on the ground. According to the NY Times. Eric
Garner was approach by police officers because they had suspicions that he was selling single
cigarette. Eric Garner did want to speak with them because it was same officer that has been
harassing him in the past. Eric garner walked away and the police officer chock him from behind
on to the ground. Eric Garner repeated 11 times “I can’t Breathe” until he lost consciousness. He
was just lying there for 7 minutes before the ambulance arrived and pronoun dead an hour later.
Autopsy indicated compression of the neck and chest and was ruled a homicide. Eric Garner was
a father of six, a grandfather of three. Two generations of his children will have to live life
without him. Another African American male from a low-income community, life was taken by
the hands of the law. Most recent African American male taken by the hands of the law last year
2020, Minneapolis, MN. George Floyd was killed by the hands of police officers while being
arrested. According to NY Times, George Floyd was on the ground in handcuff with the officer
knee on his neck. There was no resist at all. Floyd pled and begged for the officer to raise his
knee of his neck as he was fearful of imminent death. Shortly after Floyd stop speaking and then

was laying on the ground motionless. Officer did not raise his knee or check to do so until



instructed by the paramedics. George Floyd was pronounced dead. This is a clear example of
police brutality and racism. George Floyd was not only an African American man, but he was
also a father to a young daughter. A daughter that must grow up without her father due to unjust
law. African American fathers are not only being imprison for less or petty crimes but are being

killed by law enforcement.

According to an article written by The Sentencing Project, racial discrimination is very
much real in the United States Justice System and the criminal law Is color blind. The article
states “The United States in effects operates two distinct criminal justice systems; One for the
wealthy people and another for the poor people and people of color. The wealthy can access a
vigorous adversary system replete with constitutional protections for defendants. Yet the
experiences of poor and minority defendants within the criminal justice system often differ
substantially from that model due to several factors, each of which contributes to the
overrepresentation of such individuals in the system. In the courtroom minorities can’t afford an
attorney and must be subject to being assigned a legal aid represent them. In the process of being
misrepresented by a legal aid, there are advised to take a pled guilty whether they were guilt are
not. In doing so, black, and Hispanic men across the country are sentenced unfairly and taking
from the families each day. Prisons cells are overcrowded with minorities. As former
Georgetown Law Professor David Cole states in his book. No Equal Justice”. It is very clear that
justice in the United States isn’t Justice for all. African Americans and Latinos falls victim to
excessive sentence for low level crimes or falsely accused of a crime, while White Americans
receive a lighter sentence. Studies have shown that if an African American and a white American

commit the same crime, they will not receive the same sentence. Reports by United Stated
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Sentence Commission states “Black male offenders continued to receive longer sentences than
similarly situated White male offenders. Black male offenders received sentences on average
19.1 percent longer than similarly situated White male offenders during the Post-Report period
(fiscal years 2012-2016), as they had for the prior four periods studied. The differences in

sentence length remained relatively unchanged compared to the Post-Gall period.

In an article published by The National responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse, “The
number of fathers in U.S. jails and prisons has increased four-fold since 1980. Among the more
than 800,000 parents in federal and state prisons, 92 percent are fathers. Each year, hundreds of
thousands of prisoners are released from state and federal facilities, and many more are cycled
through local jail facilities. Ninety percent of all inmates will be released, and 70 percent are
likely to come back to the community where they were arrested. Minority men of color have
falling victim to Inequalities and Excessive punishments of the criminal justice system trap.
Unfortunately, this for life weather they are currently incarcerated or not. Another problem that
law enforcement abuse the law with is what’s called “Stop and Frisk”. “Stop and Frisk”” was
meant to obtain possible suspects who might be wanted or carry a weapon. Statistic shows that 9
out of 10 stopped New Yorkers have been innocent in a Stop and Frisk procedure. Often time
this procedure was used to arrest or rearrest and imprison minorities for low level crimes and the
cycle repeats itself.

Children grow up with absent fathers due to these laws that are being abused by law
enforcement. This causes a domino effect in children in low-income communities. According to
the U.S Census “There is a father absence crisis in America. According to the U.S. Census

Bureau, 18.3 million children, 1 in 4, live without a biological, step, or adoptive father in the
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home. Consequently, there is a father factor in nearly all social ills facing America today”.
Children needs their fathers, and they will be doing anything to fill or replace that void. The
result of this leads to children possibly visiting their father through a glass screen in prison which
have a direct impact on children wellbeing. No child should have to experience that in their
lifetime. According to “Children’s diminished self-concept and compromised physical and
emotional security (children consistently report feeling abandoned when their fathers are not
involved in their lives, struggling with their emotions and episodic bouts of self-loathing).
Behavioral problems (fatherless children have more difficulties with social adjustment, and are
more likely to report problems with friendships, and manifest behavior problems; many develop
a swaggering, intimidating persona in an attempt to disguise their underlying fears, resentments,
anxieties and unhappiness). Truancy and poor academic performance (71 percent of high school
dropouts are fatherless; fatherless children have more trouble academically, scoring poorly on
tests of reading, mathematics, and thinking skills; children from father absent homes are more
likely to play truant from school, more likely to be excluded from school, more likely to leave
school at age 16, and less likely to attain academic and professional qualifications in adulthood).
Delinquency and youth crime, including violent crime (85 percent of youth in prison have an
absent father; fatherless children are more likely to offend and go to jail as adults)”. This is a
huge problem in the United States and particular in low-income communities. There are not
many resources preventing children from having a great childhood and a positive future.

The result of this leads to children seeking father figures and/or a place of belonging,
from the streets or on tv. According to Everytown for Gun Safety, the article states “Black and
Hispanic children and teens are impacted by gun violence at a higher rate than their white peers,

in part because of deliberate policy decisions that created segregated neighborhoods and
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underinvestment in their communities. Exposure to gun violence has an impact on children’s and
teens psychological and mental well-being and affects their school performance, among other
factors. When neighborhoods and schools are not safe from gun violence, entire generations of
American children are affected”. This a perfect example of how low-income communities are set
up for failure because of deliberate demographics. With absent fathers to guide their children,
teenager turns to gangs and gun violence for acceptance and approval. Teenagers end up killing
other teenagers because they feel like they have no choice but to survive. Plenty of pain and
anger builds up because fathers are not present. In 2016, Juwan “Chico” Tavarez, a 16-year-old
boy grew up in Harlem NY, was shot in the head due to suspected gang gun violence. He we
were going to the store to get some for his mother and got shot in the head according to The New
York Times. This is what happening in low-income communities every day. In the play 2 Pimps
A Caterpillar by Abel Garcia, Juwan Tavarez was described by the writer as someone who had a
Colgate smile and just wanted to play basketball. Tavarez went to school in a low-income
community and the public school system failed him with lack of resources and encouragement.
As reported by The NY Times, Lesandro Guzman-Feliz “Junior”, fell victim to gang violence in
2018. This murder was due to “mistaken identity” by a Dominican gang in a low-income
community in The Bronx. Junior left his house to meet up with a friend, when he notices a group
of people started to chase him. The group of people chased him two blocks down into a bodega,
where he tried to hide. The gang drag him out the store and begin to stab him repeatedly with
large knife and machetes. Junior passed away shortly after trying to make his way to the hospital
that was a couple of blocks down. Junior was only 15 years old. Another teenager taken by the
increase gang violence in low-income communities. This is one of many children and teenagers

are killed due to gun and gang violence across the country. Children and teenager are being
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arrested and circulated withing the Juvenile Detention Centers and have been labeled “career
felons”. Many of teenagers who are put in these detention centers, have two things in common:
belongs to a low-income community and have absent father. For a lot of these teenagers, they
feel like they have no way out and every time they try “the streets” “suck them right back in.
These teenagers are constantly in survival mood and their childhood was taken from them due to
their environment that was created for minority to fail. Unfortunate minority youth that enters
Juvenile Systems are a part of the criminal justice system and experience the same racial
inequality. As stated by The Marshall Project, “Though the racial inequality in youth detention
has long been vast, it’s wider than ever, expert say. They point to several possible explanation,
including bias from judges and other officials, and young people of color being detained for
more serious offenses and having fewer alternatives to incarceration in their communities”.
Minority teens are not being treating the same as white teen in the juvenile systems. There are no
resources for them in their communities for them to come home sooner. Thus, minority youth is
left with no option but to stay within the juvenile systems until they are adult and transfers into
prison.

This endless cycle among minorities in low-income communities must come to an end.
The Oppression against people of color must also come to end. Laws needs to be reformed as
well as the criminal justice system. Racial disparities, discrimination, police brutality is very real
in the United States and has a generational affect. Equity is not the same as Equality regarding
how people of color are treated in this country. African American and minority men are not just
men. They are fathers to children who need them. Children that can have the opportunity to end
the destructive cycle and build a better future. We need to create change. Our children are our

future, and we need fathers to guide them.
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Technical Essay

The process of 2 pimp A Caterpillar was amazing project to have worked on. Everything
was a wonderful experience from the very beginning to spending long hour rehearsing 2-3 times a
week to the last take in filming the play. I’ve learned so much as an actor, director and a person,
and this experience will stay with me forever. 2 pimp A Caterpillar was an amazing play as it
touched on real topics such as gun violence in low in community areas, inner struggles, self-
discovery, and how much absent fathers have on young men. Working on this project during a
global pandemic was very challenging and frustrating, but in the end, we managed to create a great

show.

We began rehearsal on Feb 15, 2021, over zoom because in person restriction was still in
effect. Casting wasn’t a problem because the play only required one actor, and Abel Garcia and |
were doing our senior project together. He was the actor in the play, and | was the director. We
had a advantage than other students working on their senior project because Abel also wrote the
play. In doing so, we saved a lot of time trying to figure out our own interpretation of the play

because he wrote it. That help us a great deal because | realized that my only job was only to bring
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the play to life. To create the world Abel already envisioned. As we began our rehearsals, the first
step was understanding the play for myself as we did read-throughs. If I had any questions, | can
ask him directly and not have to try to figure out what the playwright meant, because he is the
playwright. We conducted a few read-throughs of the entire play and then began to breakdown the
play into sections. During the next few rehearsals, we began to breakdown the play even more by
character and then by line-by-line. Each monologue in the play was written as poems, which was
unique and require more understanding. Once we broke down the play in its entirety. | realized
that it was best to break down the story by character, since the order of each scene wasn’t by
character. We understood that each character is telling their own story. Each character has different
struggles and tribulations to overcome. By doing this also help us focus on each character at a
time. My goal was to understand each character and make sure that their story was told the best

way it can be told.

We began with working on the character “Anthony”, since he starts the play off. In trying
to understand “Anthony”, we realize that he is not only at war with the world, but at war with
himself. Using gun violence to solve all his problems. “Anthony” grew up and live-in environment
with a lot of gun violence and the only way to survive is to have a gun too and use it. It is noticeable
that he doesn’t want to have to shoot anyone, but he knows that if he doesn’t, his life may be taken.
In understanding this, I knew it was important to show the audience his struggles in the
performance through Abel. We decided to use a mirror in the play because | believe that it will
help with “Anthony telling his story. Anythony is at war with himself as he is talking to himself. |
wanted the audience to capture that as well as his reflection of himself as he sees doubt and fear

of the choice he makes. We also made sure that he was holding a bandana in his hand because it
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was important and how it was being held, because it represented a gun. He needed to make sure
that he was able to work freely with the “gun” as he had to take it out his waist and point it in front

of him and back in his waist again.

Once we understood “Anthony” we began to work on “Nasir” and understanding his story.
“Nasir” story was different from Anthony’s, he struggled with himself due to him trying to develop
a relationship with his father while he was in jail. During the first scene of Nasir. ‘Nasir” begins
to open up about his father and express his anger towards him as he blames him for being absent
not teaching him how to be a man. Throughout the play, Nasir talks about finding “The victory”.
He thought that meant finding the victor withing his relationship with his father. Throughout the
play he begins to realize that “The Victory” that he was looking for was within himself, but not
before he begins drinking and realizing that he is on the same path as his father where he puts the
bottle down.it was very important to me as a director to show him with a bottle of liquor because
that same bottle is what his father and grandfather was addicted to. This story was a very power
piece because | knew that a lot of young man could relate to not having a father, including myself.
| felt that it was a necessity to make sure that not only the audience hear what the actor was saying,

but to feel it.

We began to work on “Amaru” since his story was the longest. Abel expressed that this
character was a reflection of himself, so he was able to dive deep into the character and his story.
Amaru growing up in philly, in a low-income community he had seen and dealt with a lot. It wasn’t
easy growing up in the hood. Throughout Amaru story he spoke about how it was in philly and

moving to Harlem at 16 and dealing with one of his classmates getting killed due to gun violence.

18



Amaru also speak out on his love for hip hop and new passion for theatre and his achievements.
The goal for this character was for able to be truthful and open to not try to perform or say his

lines, but to be himself and tell his story.

Once we got through the first three character the only character was left was “Juwan”.
Juwan peace was short with once scene, but a lot happens. As he is telling his story about how
much he loves basketball, and how much the public school system is broken he gets shot. This was
another story that was important to tell because this really happened and it was about bringing
awareness on Teens and Gun Violence in low-income communities. Abel went to school with him
and wanted to honor him. | began asking him what he knew about him, so we can incorporate that
in his performance about him. Abel expressed that he was someone who loved basketball and
wanted to go to NBA knowing that he was too short. People use to call him “Colgate Smile”
because he had a big smile, and his teeth was super white. Abel also expressed how he struggled
in school and did not receive that proper help that he should be getting from the school. This was
helpful because telling his story wouldn’t be difficult at all. The only difficult to was trying to
figure out how we were going to include him being shot into the performance. During the film this
piece | believe the best way to do that was to cut the scene at the moment when he gets shot and
add blood and then continue rolling with the scene. Also using the stage lights to dim the scene at
the same moment he gets shot and illuminate them again once the blood was added. This worked
affectively because it gave the audience that raw spontaneous feeling. The feeling no one could

have scene coming.
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It is very important that during our rehearsals that Abel was not only telling their story, but
he was also living them as if it was all happening right now. | wanted to create a world for each
character to live in as | would often ask Abel, “Where are you in this scene?”” “What is going on
around you?”, “who are you talking to?”” what do you want in this scene?”. In doing so it help
Able, see the world that he is in with each character in detail to a point he was no longer himself.
“Anthony” we decided that place he was in was his bedroom, for “Nasir” he was attending a
therapy group, “Amaru” his story takes place in front of his steps in Harlem, “Juwan” he was in
the park with his friends playing basketball. All these choices help Able truly embody each
character with body language, voice, and tone.

As we began to film that play, we were ready. Once we got in the space, we didn’t realize
how small the space was. My concern was if the set and the space for the camara fit. Working with
Oliver who was our stage manager and peter. We were able to build the set that we needed for the
show. We had to set the camera as far back as we could to get the film the angle that we needed.
We only needed two full days to film the play and it was a success. We have got a lot of great
feedback from faculty as well as our peer. Watching the show once it was done, | realized there
was something | felt I could have added to the show as a director. | understand that all the things

ive learnt I will take it with me on my next project.
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Furst reearsal fel 15HL
2021

Monday, February 15, 2021 6:44 PM

This ¥ the furst rehearsal . Rejearsals wlll be

weeks:

- - Furst rehearsal withv Abel we are gonna conou
readtivwrongiv
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Chvrocter breakdownw

We will stourt witiv

Nosir - reconmecting wihr s fativer
Very unsecure, thoughtful. Talk wihHr o
slow- pace.

Wihew Ut comes to- iy fatiher e has o Lot

to- say. Monday, February 22, 2021

Goaol of character v tryung fo- reconnect
Reluze that his fativer vy o fuek wp:

Breaking down character lunes
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Felp 24 2021

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 9:38 PM

-Today we are goung to- contunmne yoww working on Asiv

-Actor wll be wsing the space arownd. him uwnstead of

Actor way aodwised last refnearsal to- print owt a harod cop

Reading Hre seript from Hie sereen was restricting the ac

- Actor brung un ey that wil help him embodyiung
Hhe chavacter.
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03/01/2021

Monday, March 1, 2021 9:43 PM

Toolay's gool

- Condinue to- explore nasiv and possible trovmsition
fo- anotiver chavacter

Today actor made more discoveries.

- Actor expressed Hat her notice Hat wiren e
toke a moment before his lines,he s able to-

Now- we are working on Nasir 2ne poem
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03/03/2021

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:34 PM

Todoay we gonna review all Hre
poews " nasir!

- Using a plhysical gestures to- covunect repeateo
words or plrases to- remund Hive aundience Hrat
"Hus B the some character”

Actor really brovght oo different and. deeper
approociv on the character

- Actor wsing " sy and more movement to-
heightew iy action asy a dirunks

Actor was aple to- fund Hre heart and
puwrpose of the charvacter and tiheir

AMII.
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Maowreih 08 2021

Monday, March 8, 2021 6:47 PM

Today

we going to- review the character Noasir begun
breaking dowwn anotirer character. Antivony

Nasir- remembper that yow are a LittHe dirunk and youwr
movement i sightly Suwitly wld trouglhout Hire prece.

Antihony - has a red bandana over his mowtiv. Actor decd
to- use anotrer bandana ax a prop for a gua

Actor stawrted owt witiv s body forward towords Hre
aundience as he performs.
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Maovci 12 2021

Friday, March 12, 2021 6:42 PM

- Today we will contunumne working on
Anthony port 1 ond 2.

We were able to- fund a breaktivrougiv witiv
antirony and all 3 of iy poems

Today was very smecessful
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Marchh 15

Monday, March 15, 2021 5:44 PM

- Today we are un the reearsal space.
Today | wll be seeing wihat we have been

Todoy we are going to- resten and fighten
wp onv wha we have workeod on so- for
witiv each character.

Challenges

- Hawrd hearing the actor becawnse of
the theatre space. The way his
soundy trovels thurounghowt the space
W caunse He words and sound fo-
overlap each othrer.
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Marvei 22

Monday, March 22, 2021 6:01 PM

Today we goung to- work on amarw

Poem 1
Today we explove amarw. Where s he?
[ Jvarlem

- He & owhside iy howse on his stoirs todking to- Ihis
friends.

- What i he doing?

Telling o story abowt nortiv phully.

Why & he doing? Hig best friend asked Ihim to- tell Hew
apout how U wse to- be i nortn phhilly. AW the good.
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Movcei 19 2021

Friday, March 19, 2021 2:13 PM

Audio recording started: 2:14 PM Friday, March 19, 2021
- Today we wll be Funushing wp nasir
- Tolking about staging today

- Incorporating beaty and drums un to- e
play. Jalil will be jounning wy later.

Audio recording started: 2:46 PM Friday, March 19, 2021

30



Mawvci 26

Friday, March 26, 2021 6:26 PM

Today weare going fo- work on amarw.
A

Audio recording started: 7:29 PM Friday, March 26, 2021

Audio recording started: 7:29 PM Friday, March 26, 2021
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Mawvci 29

Monday, March 29, 2021 3:48 PM

Today we are goung to- paint He steps
that are going to- be used v the shows

We are also- going to- go- over Anthvony last
poem and. thew prepared for sound stage
on Wedinesday.

We are also- going to- dscnss eaci chovacter
costumes

Audio recording started: 7:04 PM Monday, March 29,
2021
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Sound stage

Wednesday, March 31, 2021 5:43 PM

Today we are un the soundy stage

working on jumaiiin

Audio recording started: 5:43 PM Wednesday,
March 31, 2021
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2 pimp a caterpillar

First Draft: June 19th, 2019
Final Draft: February 8th, 2021

Playwright note/preface will go here: (DRAFT)

4 my poetry inspirations: Maya Angelou, Tupac Shakur, Steve Willis,
Common, Nas, Shihan, Def Jam, Anaela Hurt, MF Doom, Biggie,
Rakim, Kendrick Lamar, & the observation | made while walking in
the streets over the years of people who are just trying to survive,
finding the poetry in the struggle.

Dedicated to:
Sean Ellis, Korey Wise, Antron McCray,

Raymond Santana,

Yusef Salaam,

Kevin Richardson,

Tupac Shakur,

Biggie Smalls,

Juwan ‘Chico’ Tavarez.

and all the black and brown boys on the streets still tryna find their flows.
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Kobe Bryant, Chadwick Boseman,

Abel Santiago,

LIGHTS UP.

We see a young Afro-Latino man, 20, come out, and has a red bandana over his mouth. He starts
to examine himself in the mirror, (which in this instance will be the audience). He takes his time
looking in the mirror(audience)and then pulls out a gun from his waist and starts looking at it,
practicing how to hold it in the mirror. In this instance, it is the red bandana. He takes a deep
breath in and then--

ANTHONY:

When I hold it in my hand,

Some power comes over me,

Knowing I can take a life that’s planned.

I'm loving this feeling,

Dangerous but safe, ['m amazed at the power,

I can finally stop a heart from beating.

I leave my house and it’s tucked under my belt, Lower waist is where it’s placed,
Scared but dangerously in power, is all I felt.

| see the group that loves to hate on me,

They notice me and insults fly,

Watch how they flea.

| turn around,

And pull out my confidence,

Pull the trigger 4 times, now his body hit the ground. I shiver from the sound,
| turn the block and run,

I'm finally not a clown.

| hide my gun,

Im finally not a lame.

Go home, kiss my mother’s forehead,

Knowing another mother won't get the same. Knowing that person won't see another day,
Now it hits me,

The light of a bullet,

Takes another light away.

(a slow mix of Who Got Da Props by Black Moon plays. ‘Bust a cap in your back cus I’'m all
that’)

(Here Jahleel will drum)
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Amaru: That north philly flow, North philly, gunshots ringing Bats flying, I ain’t have a gun
so they called me slow.

| said this that north philly flow Food drive for the poor families, | used to bike there Real Real
Slow, With my best homie, we ain’t know whos bikes these was, they was Real Real

Slow,

DISRUPTED BY A GUNSHOT, CHIPS DROP 2 THA FLOOR, 4

4

4 4..shots heard through our small pierced ears, Ain't no time for running slow, slow slow

Cut the left, cut the right, go, go Go.

Now we back in my house, e mad about his chips, i 'm mad about my soul, Soul, soul. So this
that north Philly flow,

They flow, they grow, they moan These shots,those shots, these shots, those shots They rip across
your soul, soul, soul.

So this that north philly flow.

ANTHONY:

As | put these colors on,

| get ready for war,

| put that life decider in my waist,

1 get ready for war, don’t get it twisted, Don’t need this life decider to take my place.
Don't get it twisted, Ima fighter in my space, super paced are my hands,

| get ready 4 war, (Here Jahleel will drum) But these motherfuckers tryna kill me
THESE MOTHERFUCKERS TRYNA KILL ME

| NEED THIS LIFE DECIDER IN MY WAIST TO TAKE MY PLACE AND CONTROL MY
PACE.

Cuz these fingers | throw up make me and my brothers riders, roll down the window you hear the
tires,

Ima ruff rider

Ima insider, Ima Insider to these hood crimes, these roll down the windows and aim crimes. A
divider to these people I call my own, A divider, like these families I tore.
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(a moment)

allllaliani......A.

| fall//fall//fall///fall,

I can’t take the ringing in my ears when I pull that trigger and they drop 2 to the floor. These
families | tore, | swore on these colors, | swore.

/Il so i get ready 4 war.

*a slow, mixed, version of kendrick lamar’s but the one in front of the gun lives forever’
playing in subtle background*

NASIR ‘Papa’z Song’:

My name is Nasir

My name means ‘one who gives victory’ I’m trying to find the victory to give Tryna find the
victory

Tryna find the victory

Tryna find my pops history, What he’s like, what does HE LIKE, I’m tired of the mystery.

| must say tho, | do know my pops.
The day | can speak to him about everything that was done, | can finally say

I know my pops. (look)

& not through the collect calls,

Hearing and hearing “to accept charges press 1”’( «— x3) Shit makes me wanna scream, not
through a glass screen Or through the collect calls

But scream to his face

Scream to his face for not teaching me how to talk to beautiful Darkskin, Brownskin, lightskin,
women in my school.

Not teaching me how to carry myself as a young blk man.

Im now eighteen
And tired of seeing you thru a glass screen or through collect calls.

Just tryna find the victory Just tryna find the victory.

(a slow mix of Everyday Struggle by Biggie Smalls plays)

amaru:

Yall, I learned something today It’s some crazy shit that I learned today. It’s some crazy shit that
| learned today.
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Some change your life kinda shit that | learned today.

| learned my name means.... Wait | forgot. Hold up....I know I wrote that shit down somewhere.
It is my first week in Harlem Since i moved, moved away From that north philly flow,

Momma says | have to get that north philly flow out my memory.

I miss biking there w my boys, real, real slow.

“Get that out ya head!” that north philly flow.

Harlem my new territory | guess. I guess, | guess | must confess that this north philly flow might
be stuck in me forever.

That north philly flow, That north philly flow

I’11 just suppress and suppress until I’'m good. Ima be good. Ima man..

Harlem my new territory | guess.

| learned my name means....Wait | forgot. Hold up....I know | wrote that shit down somewhere.

My name means “blessed with eternal life.” (pause) I don’t know what the fuck that means.
But i guess i must confess and express that Amaru,

Amaru, he gonna be a success.

(a mix of They Reminisce over You by Pete Rock and CL Smooth plays)

ANTHONY:

Where I’m from is a war zone,

Where I’'m from is no place to be

These motherfuckers waiting to take me off my throne, But they dont have what it takes
So they flee

Where I'm from is no place to be.
Me and my gun,

Me and my tool,

Are no man’s land.

No man’s land is special

Let me give you a tour on what we provide. No man’s land will have you stuck in the sand.

No matter what you do w your life, What you had planned.

39



You are here to fight and survive on this No man’s land.
(Here Jahleel will drum his piece Until whenever we decide to stop)

Here in no man’s land you will learn how to sleep without peace, Then sleep with a piece,
Remembering everyday your life is a lease
A place called the streets

A place called the streets
Here no one really cries about the deceased A place called the streets
A place called the streets

A place where it's filled with dirty police
I never felt it was my job to decrease the peace.

So when they say ‘People like me’
So when they say ‘People like me’
I can’t help but to be angry because these privileged ppl never took a nosedive into these streets.

Just drive by the streets,
Just drive by, drive by, drive by
Maybe that’s why we do these drive bys,

Will I make it to 25, I’m just tryna stay alive
But in no man’s land There’s no room to thrive.

This is my world.

Yall will move to the rhythm of my 9

This 9 millimeter is finally moving the revolutions | wanted to move

This 9 millimeter is paying my rent, This 9 millimeter is getting rid of old friends. YALL WILL
MOVE TO THE RHYTHM OF MY 9!l

This is my world.......

*sings* Who’s world is this.....

So that’s why I spray.
Cause I can’t keep away.

This 9 millimeter will work harder than it did yesterday. At least that's what they say.

Me and my gun.
Will always have our way.

(a mix of The World is Yours by Nas plays)
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Amaru:
First time | cried was when Kobe died.

First time | cried was when Kobe died.

Not 4 my pops

(Here ‘Not 4’ Jahleel will drum again until we decide where to stop.)

Not 4 my dead homies

Not 4 my heart,

But 4 these sweet fadeawayz T

hese sweet fadeawayz

As | fadeaway to my destiny

Fadeaway into the buzzer

Don’t need no therapy

Don’t need no therapy

This shit is my weaponry Cause | carefully,

Carefully...

Shake & pump fake as | rise and rise I do like the day! With my fadeaway.

First time | cried was when Kobe died. It was the first time | noticed heroes can die. My homies
ain’t cry for their homies, But we crying for THE homie, Only kobe can bring home them
trophies And there ain’t nothing left for us to do Cause we slowly Slowly

Shake and pump fake as i rise and rise i do like the day! Just hope I don’t fadeaway...

Him being from Philly He is the only reason Philly Isn’t deleted out my brain, It all connects to
Philly, Cause | feelthese sweet fadeawayz

Not 4 my pops Not 4 my dead homiez But 4 these sweet fadeawayz philly done seen, For the
buzzer beaters 2 win the game, A reason they call me Kobe Bean, Straight into the NBA

Out of high school, only 18 But when it’s time to rise up and fadeaway...
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When It’s time to rise up and fadeaway? I’ll have the whole stadium I’ll have the whole world
holding their last breath At guard, from Lower Merion high school, 6’6, #24 As I hold the final
call Best believe I’'m never passing this ball As I hold the final call May 1 day my name will ring
like a holiday, But 4 now,

May you watch 4 my sweet fadeaway.

(a mix of Don’t Sweat the Technique by Eric B & Rakim plays)

Nasir:

The only advice my father gave me was men don’t cry.
So don’t get mad at me when I don’t cry when someone die. I’'m just conditioned that way.
I come from a long line of addicts in the men category.

My great grandfather introduced the great grandbottle. His son was there watching it all go
down.

That smell was awful, the smell of the bottle

But that bottle became gospel for the battles

That they both had to endure with that bottle.

It is now 1974 and my grandfather has just had his first son. My grandfather had also, made the
bottle his best friend The only relationship he and his father had was thru that gin

That gin got in their skin and so it begins,
That gin was the confirmation that they are kin, had them looking more like twins.

So when | hear

“Sippin on Gin and Juice, ”

| have no choice but to dance in the party with the fly honeys

That I couldn’t speak to cus I was too shy & my pops ain’t taught me How 2 speak 2 beautiful
darkskin, brownskin, lightskin, women

I didn’t have those chops.

My grandfather then introduced the bottle to my pops. A formal meeting one may say.

My pops made it his lover more than his friend.

Every chance he got he defends and depends on that loose end. That loose end he swears will
transcend the hurdles of the weekend And all the extra shifts at his job he had to take

He didn’t care for how much money, he spend and spend... And spend and spend
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Now he gotta blend the love with his family, So he needs more to spend and spend.
Until a cat from the village gave a great recommend. Which spoke to his dilemma
The man from the village says

“No more being broke, no more being broke.

This shit is called Coke.”

So my pops got to that cooking, cooking that white oak, As they say

The great white hope that took over the 80’s.
so now | have to watch the smoke soak in our home.

Watch the smoke soak.
(a mix of Dear Mama by 2pac plays)

(Here Jahleel would drum throughout
This whole poem. making a hip hop beat)

Amaru:
| pen this letter to hip hop.

I pen his letter 4 every MC that’s ever spit, Every dj that’s ever switched, Switched records, for
every producer with a beat machine, 2 every person in the hood blasting it from the windows,

4 every group doing cyphers and battle rapping on the corners and bedroom | wanna thank U for
the lunch table beats all in the lunchroom Cus when it came time to escape and I didn’t wanna
hear that boom From the windows of the projects, | would go to my room and play u.

So | pen this letter 2 U.

From your days at wildstyle, to the rec room At 1520 sedgwick ave. You always seemed, full of
life. 2 the south Bronx, my rooting ground, my hometown, | always gotta thank U for hip-hop.

From your territories of Grandmaster Flash, Kool Herc, and Afrika Bambaata 2 Run DMC and
NWA..fuck tha police!!! 2 a Tribe Called Quest & Nasty Nas 2-Pac & Biggie

To the ones who make dem beats.

| wanna thank you. | wanna thank you for allowing me to find myself and allow me to be free
outside these projects.
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4 giving me hope that I can one day Provide the same through the feeling of hip-hop. Some of
this new shit is wack. So | need to give back. 2 the real hip-hop. The one that made me feel.

The Low End Theory was melodic just like The Chronic, They made history. Me Against The
World and Ready to Die Was when hip-hop uncovered layers And in hip hop now we cover the
layers As people lay there and make they paper, It ain’t no more flavor.

Wu tang 36 Chambers Was eerie and grimy, the sound of new york city So here comes Lauryn
Hill and the Miseducation of Lauryn Hill and Aquemini being real tricky and hippie with their

Love to hip-hop.

BUT MY favorite aloum, My favorite aloum, Of all time, provided a look into poetry between
the projects, Kinda like the one I'm writing now. 1994, Nasty Nas put pen to paper Sprinkled in
some magic And called it llimatic.

So | pen this letter 2 Hip-hop And I thank you, Cus I won’t stop.

(A slow mix, chopped and screwed version of ‘Dead Prez-Bigger Than Hip Hop’ plays)

Juwuan:

Colgate smile, Colgate smile that’s me

The girls call me colgate smile cus that’s ya boy! My name is actually Juwuan but everybody
know me as Chico. You know I never fucked with the public school system.

| like to keep em at a distance. Always wanna bother me when I’m really the victim.

They would say I’'m stupid and never going to graduate high school I don’t care how low the
grades are that | carry on my back,
| stutter my thinking and reading out loud is shit I lack.

Me and my family are Dominican, Straight from Santo Domingo. So I guess I’'m used to the
discipline Mami used to tell me about.

But I swear in this school, I’m never innocent.

Dumb ass Teachers stay bothering and bothering, shit is sickening, every time | come here my
anger is thickening, they don’t know they witnessing a dribbling magnificent,

But no matter how innocent, or how Dominican, they will keep on bothering And bothering.
But i’m just keep smiling my colgate smile cause I know I’'m magnificent.

| play basketball and I rise and shake and pump fake like I’'m Kobe. Like I’m Kobe.
Shit I am Kobe.
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| rather go play ball than confront the teachers about how dumb they think I am.

I’m just trying to be a good kid, tryna stay out them streets, but I love basketball,

even though | am short, My heart stands tall! My heart and my smile, my sweet colgate smile
stands at 7° feet NBA height,

Here is where Jahleel would start to drum, start to build up his own intensity.

(imitates announcer) standing at 7 ft 5, from the projects of Harlem....he’s better than Kobe and
(imitates crowd noise) Can’t wait til I rise and shake these teachers off and give them a pump

fake, give the public school system a taste, of how smart | can really be. FUCK that IEP!!!

“Hi Jawan, I’'m from the office of learning disabilities and I....I’m here to tell you that” SAY MY
NAME CORRECTLY WHITE TEACHER..

“I’m here to tell you that..unfortunately...” Say my name correctly white teacha
“You won’t be able to graduate on time..”
Say my name correctly white teacha

“Funny story actually. You missed the mark by one point, you had a 64.”

SAY. MY. NAME. CORRECTLY WHITE TEACHA IT'S JUWAN!!I And I will be the best
shortest ball player there will ever be...

When | decide to, I will be the best shortest Student there will ever be....When | Decide to. I will
be the best smiler, Colgate smile! Colgate smile!

I will always go the extra mile,

I will beat the public school system

I will shake and pump fake,
And rise and rise | do like the day!!
| will get out these projects and go to the NBA!!

SAY

MY NAME

CORRECTLY WHITE TEACHER , CORRECTLY SAY MY NAME WHITE TEACHER, MY
NAME SAY MY NAME CORRECTLY! JUWAN TAVAREZ!!

| WILL KEEP SMILING MY COLGATE SMILE

I WILL KEEP EATING MAMI’S HABICHUELA CON DULCE

| WILL KEEP BEING A CLASS CLOWN
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| WILL KEEP BEING A DRIBBLING MAGNIFICENT THAT THEY ARE WITNESSING
| WILL KEEP--

(BIG DRUM THUD. Juwan is shot. He stays a moment there, trying to breathe. While he
looks at the audience....a moment of silence.

The sound mix of the news report on his death and a violin plays. There should be a moment
of silence in the space because of this.)

Amaru:

What’s good y'all It’s Amaru And | have found a new love
It’s called theatre.

Today | am in celebration because | have won the National Shakespeare Competition, Becoming
#1 in New York City and top 10 in the country.

Today I am shocked because I have won over North Philly and it’s infestation of flows,

No more north philly lows, I won’t let that shit get close to my soul. I have new flows. I have hip
hop flows, | have harlem flows, I have shakespeare flows, I have Gil Scott Heron Flows, I have
Fuck the public school system flows.

Got bodega dreams flows

Tims in the winter and summer flows Windbreaker flows//// | have Amaru flows Blessed with
eternal life flows

4,4, 4 4 flows. All the world’s a stage.

Today | am in mourning because | have found my classmate who | give daps to everyday In this
fucked up public school system..has transitioned.

Today | am crying my first tears because a boy who was beautiful and just wanted to rise and
shake and pump fake like he was Kobe was taken from us.

Murdered.

& I don’t cry cause men don’t cry but cry I do when I’'m sitting in this room Away from all the
flows that I carry. I’m tired of seeing cemeteries and I’'m supposed to be a visionary.

Many of my brothers, we never speak about it, About how knowing so many of our dead
brothers will no longer be playing basketball with us or listening to music with us,
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Many of my brothers, we never speak about it, About how we feel. But i wanted to but i wanted
to but i NEEDED to but I couldn’t.

Vulnerability was never in the cards for us to show, And I’m tired of going to all these fucking
funerals,

So we continue with our own individual flows, Keep that hurt deep deep inside our soul. And
although now I am finding this shakespeare flow, These projects keep reminding me of its
tempo.

And away I say cause all the world’s a stage today! And the day after today! Speak Less than
thou Knowest Learn more than trowest Have more than Thou Showest

Cause all the world’s a stage.

It is my mission to break me and my brothers out of this vulnerability cage Cus all the world’s a
stage

And we speak these shakespeare ways, This is our coming of age, Our golden age
Cus all the world’s a stage.

(a slow mix of Do for Love by 2pac plays)

Nasir:

My father changes pace Like | change my face

| am older and wiser now
And | am no longer interested in connecting with my father.

| sing this song because | am moving my revolution to another pace, Just like my father changes
pace and | change my face.

I love myself and know my place enough to acknowledge
| am and was tired of connecting with fathers that were on tv. Connecting with fathers from
movie screens.

I have disconnected the phone line that | spent years trying to connect with my father.
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So I change my face. And it’s a fucking dope one.
I still don’t know how 2 talk to beautiful darkskin, brownskin, lightskin women But I do know
this is the decision | made,

To abandon my mission and be my own role model
And try to listen to myself

So I change this face to allow myself
to grace my inner father in me that i’m building

Not tryna be a disgrace and misplace my own love For one I don’t connect with.
I’m going to clean this vase of mine now And fill it with my own grace

And that’s the victory.
That’s the victory.

ANTHONY comes out and points his bandana to the audience. Same as the beginning.

While this is happening. A slow mix of Runnin’ by The Pharcyde is slowly playing. “Can’t
keep running awaaaaayyyy....... ?

BLACKOUT.
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Film Shot



So the shot list for my show is pretty simple like we discussed. | don’t want to be too
experimental but we can play with all of these shots when we are in the space.

For the music transitions | would like each scene to lag before and after so that way we
can add the music in post.

Amaru: all of his scenes will be filmed with the camera at our side
profiles since | will be on the steps w Jahleel. (we can also play
with small movements)

example:

(kinda like diagonal)
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Nasir: all of his scenes will be filmed with the camera a little lower
(kinda like the camera is sitting in a seat watching this. (a little
upward to myself)

Juwuan: this is the big critical poem. Throughout the poem (after he gets shot and i move
away or do whatever i do, i want the camera to still be facing the set while the moment of
silence and song is playing.

example:
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Anthony: all of his scenes we will use a mirror (or not, we'll see
how it looks ), | want to create that sort of uneasy feeling for
him.so some sort of side profile would be useful.

example:
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Stage and Props
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