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Captured from Birth

In a wooden pen on the right side of an upstate New York barn lies a pregnant cow, she
doesn’t have a name, but the tags on each of her ears read 3424. This isn’t her first time in this
pen, and it won’t be her last. A few newborn calves lay nearby, all fenced off to make sure they
don’t try to milk from her teats. The needs of a farm constantly control the entirety of a newborn
calf’s first moments in life. The bull calves are usually sold off, and the heifer calves are raised
to then impregnate and be used for milk. But the cows aren’t the only ones on the farm with no
freedom. Undocumented immigrants are facing limiting-controlled lives while stuck working on

dairy farms, out of fear of what the rest of the United States holds against them.

Walter, one of the farm’s six immigrant workers from Guatemala, notified the rest of the
workers of 3424°s condition. The birthing pen sticks out like a sore thumb compared to the rest
of the farm, but for all the wrong reasons. There is plenty of hay covering the ground, with no
open cement or a layer of cow feces covering the pen, unlike the rest of the farm. Since this pen
is specific to delivering cows 3424 only shares it with one other cow, unlike her normal
overfilled pens. With the contractions increasing 3424 paces her pen, until she finally becomes

too uncomfortable to move, and lays down.

Different workers check on her periodically, but with no change in her condition, Walter
continues his other tasks. As the delivery sits at a standstill 3424 continues crying out, switching

positions from lying down to standing once again. Her amniotic sac rips open and there is a splat,



as blood and other amniotic fluids hit the ground. Ralph, a documented worker in his late 60’s,

comes rushing into the pen from a nearby barn.

With a lifetime full of experience, Ralph knows how what a normal cow delivery should
look, and sound. Trouble was near as 3424’s calf still hadn’t begun to peak out, while her cries
only worsened. Without a second thought he reached into 3424 from her behind, going in as deep

as his shoulder.

“Quick, go grab some twine, damn calf is coming out the wrong way, we’re gonna have

to pull,” he said.

Moments later he had two hooves of the calf sticking out the back of 3424 and was tying
the twine around its ankles. “Pull! Pull!” He yelled to another farm worker, as he kept his arm
inside 3424, guiding her calf out, making sure its head didn’t get pushed backwards, breaking its

neck during delivery.

“Get ready to catch,” Ralph said, grinning widely.

With one more pull the calf flew out, like a giant slippery football. With some help from

the other workers, the calf was quickly breathing on its own and adjusting to its new



surroundings. In only hours the newborn was trying to stand on its wobbly knees that buckled

under the pressure.

Five Years Alone

Walter is the only immigrant worker on this upstate farm that is admittedly
undocumented and willing to talk about his experiences. For his safety, and that of his family,
the exact location and name of the farm will remain unspecified. Some immigrant workers are
documented, or are in the midst of the citizenship process, others have purchased illegal papers

and identification to get by but wish to not be identified in any manner.

All six immigrant workers and their families live together in a house across the street
from the farm. The house’s small and square nature prevents any of its residents from ever truly
being alone, ensuring they are always on top of each other. The houses close proximity to the
farm’s driveway allows the undocumented workers the ability to come and go at all hours of the
day.This is common practice within the dairy farming community, and even some of the legal

citizens on this farm receive free housing.

While most of the immigrant workers are single, there are two families living in the
immigrant house as well. Walter’s girlfriend, Magali, and their seven-year-old son, both live
with Walter in the farm provided housing. Walter has been in New York working on the farm for

six years, but Magali and their son just arrived on the farm only a year ago. Magali began



working at a nearby gas station shortly after her entrance into the United States, but now works

alongside Walter on the farm.

Walter found his way to the upstate New York farm through his uncle, who was already
working there. All the current immigrant workers also got their jobs through family. Some were
hired from other nearby farms, and the others all due to familial relations. Before Walter’s family
arrived here, he was sending as much money as possible back home to Guatemala. However,
working a minimum wage job ensured Walter’s family would go years before they could even

fathom being together again.

With over 50 percent of Guatemala’s population living below the poverty line, Walter
pushed through the years of loneliness without seeing them and saved for his family. The money
he sent home helped cover his family’s day-to-day expenses, such as food and housing as well as
saving for the eventual expense of traveling to New York. Now they are saving for legal fees for
Magali, whom is in the process of trying to become a citizen. This process is costly for his
family, and has resulted in multiple trips to New York City for necessary paperwork and
interviews. With each trip the couple must request days off work, and go without pay when they

need it most.



The Little Brown Boy

Walter and the other immigrant workers on the farm are commonly referred to as ‘the
Guads,” and while there is a collective name for all the immigrant workers, only Walter typically
interacts with the non-immigrant workers due to language barriers. Walter’s interactions and
overall standing with the other workers has changed over the years. In the first few years, as
Walter was eagerly saving and missing his family, Walter kept a timid, head-down sort of

attitude. Now that he has his family back, things have changed.

One of the non-immigrant workers, Robbie a 22-year-old born into the family business of
dairy farming, said, “He’s just damn cocky, it’s in his personality now. Walter wasn’t like that in

the beginning, but he’s cocky as hell now though.”

Walter blames the staffing, calling his boss “loco, always yelling this and that. He’s loud,

and I’m no good being yelled at.”

He continued his complaints of work and said, “The work is so boring. Every day I milk

the cows, I feed the cows. I think I want to do something else, but I have to stay for Magali.”

Robbie laughingly talked about how he refers to Walter as “the little brown boy,” but

tried further explaining that, “it’s fine because he’ll call me the dumb white boy right back.”



According to the American Civil Liberties Union, “despite the clearly established
principle that discrimination and abuse based on immigration status are violations of human
rights, U.S. government policies continue to sanction human rights violations against migrants
and im-migrants... Immigrant workers are often abused, exploited, and have become scapegoats

and victims of racism and stereotyping.”

Ralph also joins in on the harassing with Walter. During the filming of a short
documentary on the farm Ralph laughingly told Walter, “the camera is going to take one look at

ya, and boom, crack.”

Walter retorts, “Now that, that’s not funny Ralph,” as he tried continuing his work.

Laughing even harder at himself knowing that commenting on Magali was a soft spot for

Walter, Ralph said, “Don’t worry it will look at lovely Magali and smile,” as he winked.

Walter quickly finished his business in that area and yelled goodbye to Ralph. Teasing
each other while on the job is a way of life for some of the non-immigrant workers, helping to
alleviate the pressures of a mundane labor-intensive job. The immigrant workers do not have this

privilege, as one insult landing wrong could lead to the end of their stay in the United States.



Cutting Walter, or any of the other immigrant workers wouldn’t be a surprising event on
the farm, as one of the bosses threatens exactly that at least once a week. Across the entire
agricultural sector, farmers have felt the squeeze of trying to cut costs, especially labor costs.
According to the U.S. Department of Labor’s National Agricultural Workers Survey, only about
33 percent of farmers are documented U.S. citizens. This 33 percent includes all of the smaller
family farms, which are defined as grossing less than $250,000 annually. This leaves just under

70 percent of farm workers as either work-visa immigrants, or undocumented immigrants.

Using the Lower Class

A common misconception amongst naturally born citizens is that there are mandatory
legal background checks with immigrant work placement agencies. Especially when President
Trump has made statements such as, "When Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their
best. They're sending people that have a lot of problems, and they're bringing those problems
with us. They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're rapists.” This misapprehension
carries through to the farming industry, especially since 70 percent of these workers are

immigrants and nearly no agencies require having their background checked.

When Brandon Mallory, founder of Agri-Placement Services Inc., a farmworkers
placement agency that works with over 100 farms across the nation, talked about how his
company navigates through what workers to work with and place on farms he said, “Yah know

that’s a very good question, and probably a bit of an embarrassing question to answer. We don't



do any police background checking of the workers. A lot of them come from people that we

know or are relatives of people that we've already worked with, and it’s kind of word of mouth.”

Using lower-class members of society as laborers within the farming industry dates back
centuries. Indentured servants were used for farm labor in exchange for passage to the New
World, and quickly after Americans were paying for people of color to be kidnapped, abused,
and then enslaved for work. Americans stole the rights from these people, ensuring they could

maintain their high class by making the slaves do hard and grueling tasks such as farm work.

The first notable migration of Hispanic workers to the United States occurred after the
end of the Mexican American War in 1848. Tens of thousands of workers emigrated to America
for work. This Hispanic migration didn’t greatly affect the ratio of laborers of the time though, as

Chinese immigrants were migrating in larger scales.

From 1860 to 1890 the Chinese immigration population jumped from 35,000 to 100,000.
These immigrants were working first in the gold mines and railroads, and then settling into
agricultural and factory work. The increase in Chinese immigrants across various sectors of
industry allowed for more Chinese immigrants to become successful and start their own

businesses.



By starting their own businesses these laborers were moving up the class system and
infringing on the white man’s power. This brought about an increase of anti-Chinese sentiment
and resulted in The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. It wasn’t until 1943, that Chinese

immigrants and their families became eligible for U.S. citizenship again.

According to the Department of State Office of the Historian this reinstatement was not
out of reflection and admittance of previous wrongdoing, but as “only in the interests of aiding

the morale of a wartime ally during World War 11.”

World War | pushed farm owners to a new high as “poor weather, crop disease, and
reduced acreages restricted,” harvests and, “at the same time British, French and Italian
governments expanded,” their imports from the U.S, according to the Agricultural History

Society.

Production costs soared as farm wage rates increased 103.5 percent from $25.13 a month
in 1914 to $51.13 a month in 1919, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The farmers
turned to Congress as the pressure to keep the military strong and the civilians fed piled on.
Under this pressure Congress enacted the First Bracero Program, allowing for a new migration of
Mexican workers into the United States. This program, allowing unskilled Mexican workers onto

U.S. farms only lasted the length of the war.
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During the Great Depression produce prices dropped significantly, and farmers faced a
new extreme debt from expanding so rapidly during World War 1. The cost of corn was so low,
at 8 to 10 cents a bushel, families would use corn as fuel in their stoves rather than costly coal.
All across the U.S. farmers were going bankrupt, with a total of 37,814 farmer bankruptcies from
1930 to 1939. According to the USDA, “Foreclosed farms and their assets were auctioned to the
highest bidder at numerous sheriff’s sales under the auspices of the courts.” This left farm

owners, and workers lost economically.

President Herbert Hoover started the Mexican Repatriation, further intensifying the
displacement of migrant workers. From 1929 to 1936 this mass deportation of Mexican-
Americans displaced between half a million to two million people into Mexico, including birth-
right citizens of Mexican heritage. President Hoover’s efforts to rid the Unites States of
Mexican’s were reversed as the U.S. needed to readjust its way of life, as it entered World War

The United States needed supplies to support the war, which meant more laborers. This
need led to the Mexican Labor Program, of 1942 to 1947, which brought Mexican workers into
the agricultural field, and directly onto farms again. In 1952 the Immigration and Nationality Act
replaced this program, and was enacted to ensure work visas were no longer racially

discriminate, creating the ground work for visas today.



11

Leqgalities? Who Can Afford Them?

Nowadays a popular work visa route is the H-2A program. According to the U.S.
Department of Labor Employment and Training Administration, the H-2A allows “agricultural
employers who anticipate a shortage of domestic workers to bring nonimmigrant foreign workers

to the United States to perform agricultural labor or services of a temporary or seasonal nature.”

Most dairy farms need to find workers outside of H-2A, due to the seasonal qualification,
as dairy farming is year-round. To fill this gap there are placement agencies throughout the

country, specifically handling and helping farms to find workers.

Agri-Placement Services, Inc. (APS), of Rochester New York, is one of these placement
agencies. Mallory, of APS, defines his workers as, “human resource consultants,” adding that,
“we have a huge recruiting component...The idea is to make sure that the worker we sourced is
having everything that they were promised, wage wise, benefits wise, and that they’re delivering

the level of work the farm expected from us, because the farm is the one that is paying us.”

APS handles when there are conflicts with some of their placed workers on farms.
Whether that be worker with worker conflict, in and out of the farm, or worker with employer
conflict. When conflict arises, APS will move a worker to another farm, so long as they are

meeting the performance standard of the employers.
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Mallory said this is, “Because workers are on such short supply, they don’t struggle with
finding work, not anymore. I mean, it’s a worker’s market. They dictate the terms a lot of the
times because there’s not many of them. They buy for the best places to work where they’re
going to earn the most money and have the best housing and are treated well... It’s not like

they’re going to struggle to find work, not on dairy farms.”

Walter’s farm does not hire its workers through an agency such as APS, as it cannot
afford the fees associated with such placement agencies. This leaves Walter with no one to stand
up for him and inform him of his rights in the workplace. The government mandates posters of
farm workers rights be posted within all farm workplaces. However, in Walter’s farm these
posters are placed directly in his employer’s office, in small fine print, covered in hay and dust

from years of being untouched.

In 2018, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, estimated there were 876,300 agriculture jobs
waiting to be filled, and according to the American Farm Bureau Federation less than 4 percent
are being filled by H-2A participants. The number of agricultural work visas simply have not
been able to keep up with the amount of laborers needed. The number of U.S. agricultural visas
grew drastically from 165,000 to 242,000 in 2016, but this still leaves roughly 800,000

agricultural jobs open, desperately needing to be filled.

Despite the lack of background checks within placement agencies, 1-9 documentation is

necessary, as with all United States jobs to verify the identity and legal authorization to work.
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Documentation such as a driver’s license, passport, and temporary resident card, can be used to

fulfill this requirement.

Mallory, of Agri-Placement Services Inc., said, “The 1-9 requirement requires, and this is
what we stick to, we do not deviate from it, the document has to appear to be genuine and it has
to represent the person that’s giving it to you... For a reasonable person, if it simply appears to

be genuine, you accept it.”

For a business such as Mallory’s to continue it’s important to stick as strictly to this
legality as possible. However, these 1-9 guidelines become fuzzy for many smaller farms. They
don’t receive workers through agencies and aren’t being checked regularly by U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement officers. Many dairy farms across upstate New York simply require

documentation for their workers.

Whether the paperwork accurately matches the worker can often be overlooked. Walter
was hired using these practices. His name on the farm, versus his name on his Facebook page,
versus his name on his pay stub are all different. While Walter is the only admittedly falsely
documented worker on this farm, other undocumented immigrants here also use this multiple
name scenario. These unruly hiring practices are becoming more of the norm across regions as

the need of more laborers is continually unmet.
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When it comes to goods such as dairy, the price has remained stable for decades with
prices bouncing between two to three dollars since 1985. Meanwhile the cost to produce the

goods has drastically increased.

According to the Cornell University program on Dairy Markets and Policy in the College
of Agriculture and Life Sciences, “The United States federal and state governments regulate

many agricultural products, but none is more regulated than milk.”

Smaller farms simply cannot offset the large upfront costs of upgrading a farm to meet
new regulations and standards while producing goods in small batches. This allows the larger
farms, who can continually produce large batches of goods to offset costs, to survive, while
mechanization and regulations rise. As a result many farms are going under. According to the
USDA, the number of farmworkers has declined from nearly 10 million in the 1950s to just over

three million in the 2000s.

Americans Have Gone Soft on Fact Checking

Workers such as Walter, who due to limited choice, work the grueling and unappealing
hours of dairy work are sometimes all that can help keep small farms afloat. The USDA states,
“Hired farmworkers make up less than 1 percent of all U.S. wage and salary workers, but they

play an essential role in U.S. agriculture.”
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This issue touches on the broader implications of the ideals of Americans as whole. There
is a common fear that undocumented workers are stealing jobs out from under Americans who
are struggling in the current economic climate. However, the facts do not back this idea, but

instead show a shift in what work Americans are willing to do.

Some natural born citizens, who work on and own dairy farms hold these ideals as well,
despite their firsthand knowledge of the economic hardship dairy farms are facing. Both Ralph
and Robbie, documented and non-immigrant co-workers of Walter, said they would vote for

Trump during the oncoming election cycle, despite his stance against immigrants.

“I only care about one thing, guns. I can’t vote for anyone on limiting guns. Trump
doesn’t matter, I won’t vote for any of the democrats,” said Ralph. “I believe every American
should have the right to military grade weapons. Guns aren’t the problem, people are, just look at

Chicago.”

In 2019 Chicago recorded 490 murders, down nearly 35 percent from it’s all time high in
two decades during 2016. While Chicago was recorded as the highest amount of actual deaths in
one city in 2016, it wasn’t recorded to even be in the top ten of murders per capita during the
time. This easy misinterpretation of information has spread throughout the U.S. as political

leaders such as Trump call out Chicago to attempt backing their ideals on less gun control.
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Robbie said, “I don’t know, I don’t think Trump is really doing that bad. Things have

kinda gotten better for us farmers. Plus, guns are pretty cool, and the dems do whine quite a bit.”

The reality is that Chapter 12 family farm bankruptcies increased another 20 percent
during 2019. According to the U.S. Courts, this is the reported Chapter 12 bankruptcies within

family farms that has occurred since 2011.

Both Robbie and Ralph said they would not be voting in any political manner with
immigration matters in mind, despite how closely they work with immigrants or their

understanding of how necessary immigrants are for farm work.

Actions Tend to Speak Louder than Words

The hypocrisy associated with immigrant workers stems so deep within American ideals
it is embedded into how our politicians run for roles in government. Often the same people
running our politics who are vowing to help the farmers, are those who are against immigration.
President Donald Trump has time and time again been proudly outward towards his support of
the working farmers, who “are great patriots,” which he claims will “be much stronger than they

are right now,” with his coming policies in 2018.

Yet in August of 2019, President Donald Trump announced a tariff on Chinese imports of
10 percent of 300 billion dollars’ worth of goods. In quick retaliation China halted all imports of

American agricultural goods. This led to nearly a year and a half long trade war, which has only
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just begun to mend. During this time farms took serious hits in revenue and is why the

bankruptcies were at a high once again.

Kristin Duncanson, who raises soybeans, corn and hogs in south central Minnesota,
recently spoke to NPR and said, "We can weather the weather. We know how to do that. It's

weathering the politics that's the tough part."”

Small farms typically run using a small work force, but these farms still rely on relations
overseas to ensure their trade of grains, meats, dairy, or produce are still steady. During the
mending process with China Trump boasted of his work for farmers, sending out a tweet on

November 17, 2019 that read:

“Qur great Farmers will receive another major round of “cash,” compliments of China
Tariffs, prior to Thanksgiving. The smaller farms and farmers will be big beneficiaries. In the
meantime, and as you may have noticed, China is starting to buy big again. Japan deal DONE.

Enjoy!”

Just shortly after this tweet the reality of who was getting payouts became clear in an

article from AgMag from Environmental Working Group. The article states;
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“Of the payments since August, the top 10 percent of recipients — the largest, most
profitable industrial-scale farms in the country — got half... Three of these farming fat cats got
more than $1 million each. Forty-five got more than $500,000 each, and 514 got more than
$250,000, which under the program’s rules is supposed to be the limit any single recipient can

get... Even Trump 2016 campaign advisors and billionaires are cashing in.”

Agriculture being tied to politics within the U.S. goes as far back as 1862, when Abraham
Lincoln signed the Homestead Act to ensure cheaper land, so long as the West was free of
slavery. Now in present day, Trump is constantly bringing immigration into his politics. Trump
promised that his, “Trump administration will stop illegal immigration, deport all criminal aliens,

and save American lives.”

Walter refuses to talk about politics with Robbie and Ralph around, but later while alone
admitted he hates Trump and said, “he’s a big idiot. Hurting my family and my people.” He
continued, “Trump is loud, gets people excited, and then me and my family are in danger. We
can’t go back to Guatemala. We love America. The winter here is bad, but New York City is

beautiful.”

Phrases from Trump’s speeches such as “save American lives,” whilst speaking of
limiting immigration from Hispanic countries specifically makes it sound as if all illegal

immigrants are putting legal citizens in danger. Wording such as this is consistently used through
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the president’s speech, yet his policies themselves don’t always follow through with this

degrading and nationalist sentiment.

In his first year in office Trump said he wanted to, "Establish new immigration controls
to boost wages and to ensure that open jobs are offered to American workers first." Then in April
of 2017 he made the executive order to “Buy American and Hire American.” Yet with
unemployment rates soaring high, from 1.35 million unemployed to 7.14 million, due to the

Covid-19 pandemic, President Trump is looking to hire more foreign workers.

The Trump administration said they would allow another 35,000 foreign workers into the
United States. The Executive Director of Immigration Policy, Jon Baselice of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce said, “Many immigrant workers are currently helping our nation...Their
contributions to our national well-being are critically important to our safety and security until

we flatten the curve on this pandemic.”

At an unprecedented high of unemployment, the U.S. is still relying on immigrant
workers for the country to successfully run, and not crumble into another 2008 economic crash.
President Donald Trump’s actions and words have effected farmers beyond immigrations laws.
The present very real need for more immigrant workers for our agricultural sector to survive
compared to the constant fight ‘to stick to the old American ideals’ is an out of touch narrative

that is doing nothing but harm for the nation and its citizens.
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“I don’t want to work here forever,” Walter said. “Hopefully, we leave after Magali gets
her papers. But | want to stay in America. Maybe somewhere warm. Maybe California with the

nice beaches.”



21

Bibliography

“A Farmer’s Perspective: Immigrant Workers and Their Critical Role.” MyFarmLife.Com,
https://myfarmlife.com/life-on-the-land/a-farmers-perspective-immigrant-workers-and-their-
critical-role/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Activists Demand A Bill Of Rights For California Farm Workers.” NPR.Org,
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/01/29/464758284/activists-demand-a-bill-of-rights-
for-california-farm-workers. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Agricultural Workers : Occupational Outlook Handbook: : U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/farming-fishing-and-forestry/agricultural-workers.htm. Accessed 7 Apr.
2020.

analysis, Full Bio Follow Linkedin Follow Twitter Kimberly Amadeo has 20 years of experience in
economic, and business strategy She writes about the U. S. Economy for The Balance Read The
Balance’s editorial policies Kimberly Amadeo. “5 Causes of High Food Prices.” The Balance,
https://www.thebalance.com/why-are-food-prices-rising-causes-of-food-price-inflation-3306099.
Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Boissoneault, Lorraine. “How Agriculture Came to Be a Political Weapon—And What That Means
for Farmers.” Smithsonian Magazine, https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-
agriculture-came-be-political-weaponand-what-means-farmers-180964849/. Accessed 7 Apr.
2020.

Boudreau, Catherine. “Where 2020 Democrats Stand on Farmers and Climate Change.” POLITICO,
https://politi.co/2zTxdWm. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Bowden, Witt, and United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. War and Postwar Wages, Prices, and

Hours, 1914-23 and 1939-44 : Bulletin of the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, No. 852.



22

Jan. 1946. fraser.stlouisfed.org, https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/war-postwar-wages-prices-
hours-1914-23-1939-44-4318.

“Brightmark Energy Partners with Dairy Farms to Produce Biogas.” Waste Today,
https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/brightmark-energy-partners-dairy-farms-biogas-
anaerobic-digester/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Carney, Leo H. “Dairy Farms a Vanishing Breed.” The New York Times, 25 Nov. 1979.
NYTimes.com, https://www.nytimes.com/1979/11/25/archives/new-jersey-weekly-dairy-farms-a-
vanishing-breed.html.

“Cesar Chavez: The Life Behind A Legacy Of Farm Labor Rights.” NPR.Org,
https://www.npr.org/2016/08/02/488428577/cesar-chavez-the-life-behind-a-legacy-of-farm-
labor-rights. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Contact | Agri-Placement Services.” Agri-Placement Services, Inc., https://www.agri-
placement.com/resources/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

DoBroka, Eric. Are Alternative Milks Hurting Dairy Farms? https://www.wvlt.tv/content/news/Are-
alternative-milks-hurting-dairy-farms-559601221.html. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Economic Impact of Immigration. https://www.fb.org/issues/immigration-reform/agriculture-labor-
reform/economic-impact-of-immigration. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Erba, Eric M., and Andrew M. Novakovic. “The Evolution of Milk Pricing and Government
Intervention in Dairy Markets.” Cornell University, Department of Applied Economics and
Management, 1995.

Ettinger, Jill. “83% of New York Dairy Farm Workers Are Being Exploited, Says New Report.”
LIVEKINDLY, 26 Nov. 2017, https://www.livekindly.co/83-new-york-dairy-farm-workers-

undocumented-exploited/.



23

EXtension Articles — EXtension Foundation. https://impact.extension.org/extension-articles/.
Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Farm Policy and Agricultural Politics.” Beginning Farmers,
https://www.beginningfarmers.org/farm-policy-agricultural-politics/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“FARM WORKERS & IMMIGRATION.” NFWM, http://nfwm.org/resources/farm-workers-
immigration/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Goldbaum, Christina. “Trump Crackdown Unnerves Immigrants, and the Farmers Who Rely on
Them.” The New York Times, 18 Mar. 2019. NYTimes.com,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/18/nyregion/ny-farmers-undocumented-workers-trump-
immigration.html.

“Guestworker Programs.” CIS.Org, https://cis.org/Guestworker-Programs. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

H-2A Certification. https://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/h-2a.cfm. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Hall, Tom G. Wilson and the Food Crisis: Agricultural Price Control during World War 1. 1973.
Agricultural History Society, https://www.jstor.org/stable/3741259 . Accessed 30 Apr. 2020.

“Home Sweet Home.” Pound Ridge Organics, https://www.poundridgeorganics.com. Accessed 7
Apr. 2020.

HOUSBERG, SADIE. ““Now We Are More Scared’: Migrant Workers, and Dairy Farms, Feel Threat
of Immigration Policy.” The Middlebury Campus,
https://middleburycampus.com/38689/news/now-we-are-more-scared-migrant-workers-and-
dairy-farms-feel-threat-of-immigration-policy/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Immigrants Make This Farm Town Work. Now They’re Applying For Citizenship.” NPR.Org,
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2017/04/21/524559590/immigrants-make-this-farm-town-

work-now-theyre-applying-for-citizenship. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.



24

“Immigration and the Food System.” Farm Aid, 24 Aug. 2018, https://www.farmaid.org/blog/fact-
sheet/immigration-and-the-food-system/.

Margaret Gray | Faculty Profiles | Adelphi University.
https://www.adelphi.edu/faculty/profiles/profile.php?P1D=0390. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Milestones: 1866-1898 - Office of the Historian. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1866-
1898/chinese-immigration. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“New Minnesotan Farmers: Stories of Immigrants on the Land.” Farm Aid, 6 Feb. 2018,
https://www.farmaid.org/blog/farmer-heroes/farmer-heroes-our-grantees-mfa/.

News Release. “Losing Immigrant Workers on Dairy Farms Would Nearly Double Retail Milk
Prices.” AgWeb, Sept. 2015, https://www.agweb.com/article/losing-immigrant-workers-on-dairy-
farms-would-nearly-double-retail-milk-prices-NAA-news-release.

Post, The Washington. “NY Dairy Dilemma: US Is Drowning in Milk Nobody Wants.” Syracuse, 17
Oct. 2018, https://www.syracuse.com/state/2018/10/ny_dairy_milk_yogurt.html.

Quirmbach, Chuck. Dairy Farm Losses In Wisconsin Could Mean Trouble For Trump.
https://www.wuwm.com/post/dairy-farm-losses-wisconsin-could-mean-trouble-trump. Accessed
7 Apr. 2020.

Rapoza, Kenneth. “China’s Sanctions Against U.S. Farmers May Be Everlasting.” Forbes,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2019/10/09/chinas-sanctions-against-us-farmers-may-
be-everlasting/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

Rife, Judy. “Growing Number of Local Dairy Farms Shutting Down.” Recordonline.Com,
https://www.recordonline.com/news/20181225/growing-number-of-local-dairy-farms-shutting-

down. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.



25

Rural & Migrant Ministry | Hope, Justice and Empowerment. http://ruralmigrantministry.org/.
Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Scholten Dairy.” Cabot Creamery, https://www.cabotcheese.coop/scholten-dairy. Accessed 7 Apr.
2020.

Sieff, Kevin, and Annie Gowen. “With Fewer Undocumented Workers to Hire, U.S. Farmers Are
Fueling a Surge in the Number of Legal Guest Workers.” Washington Post,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/with-fewer-undocumented-workers-to-
hire-us-farmers-are-fueling-a-surge-in-the-number-of-legal-guest-
workers/2019/02/21/2b066876-1e5f-11e9-a759-2b8541bbbe20 _story.html. Accessed 7 Apr.
2020.

Stam, Jerome M., and Bruce L. Dixon. Farmer Bankruptcies and Farm Exits in the United States,
1899-2002. United States Department of Agriculture / Economic Research Service,
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/42532/17750 aib788 1 .pdf?v=. Accessed 30
Apr. 2020.

“Study Recommends Better Marketing, New Regulations to Aid Pa. Dairy Farmers.” WITF, 26 Sept.
2019, https://www.witf.org/2019/09/25/study-recommends-better-marketing-new-regulations-to-
aid-pa-dairy-farmers/.

Swanson, Ana. “Trump Gives Farmers $16 Billion in Aid Amid Prolonged China Trade War.” The
New York Times, 23 May 2019. NYTimes.com,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/us/politics/farm-aid-package.html.

The Politics of Farming. https://todaysfarmermagazine.com/mag/1497-the-politics-of-farming.

Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.



26

These U.S. Industries Can’t Work without Illegal Immigrants. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/illegal-
immigrants-us-jobs-economy-farm-workers-taxes/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Timeline of Agricultural Labor.” NFWM, http://nfwm.org/farm-workers/farm-worker-
issues/timeline-of-agricultural-labor/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“Trump Administration to Allow More Seasonal Foreign Workers.” AP NEWS, 5 Mar. 2020,
https://apnews.com/ec6237287274ec166eb0139¢cd87383ae.

“Trump Signs ‘Phase 1’ China Trade Deal, But Most Tariffs Remain In Place.” NPR.Org,
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/15/796305300/trump-to-sign-phase-one-china-trade-deal-but-most-
tariffs-remain-in-place. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

“U.S.: Top Dairy Producing States 2018.” Statista, https://www.statista.com/statistics/194968/top-10-
us-states-by-milk-production/. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

USDA ERS - Farm Labor. https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-labor/. Accessed 7
Apr. 2020.

Webster, Lara. “Meet the Families Keeping the Australian Dairy Industry Dream Alive.” ABC Rural,
6 Sept. 2019, https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2019-09-06/families-keeping-the-australian-
dairy-industry-alive/11451954.

“Wisconsin Farmers Helped the World Get Hooked on Dairy, but Those Customers Are Becoming
Competitors.” Pulitzer Center, 24 Sept. 2019, https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/wisconsin-
farmers-helped-world-get-hooked-dairy-those-customers-are-becoming-competitors.

“Worker Justice Center of New York.” Worker Justice Center of New York, https://www.wjcny.org/.
Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.

YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFmywgmGhKo. Accessed 7 Apr. 2020.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Source List

George Bell
Ralph Bowering
Josh Hillman
Jennifer Lindsley
Shawn Lindsley
F. Brandon Mallory

a. Interviewed via Google Hangout
Jim McDonald
Julie (Breeder)
Magali (Girlfriend)
Tara Prior
“Walter” Geovani Ramos
Robbie Scholten
Wayne Scholten
Delaney Sherwood

Paula Sherwood

27



