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Isabela Curbelo-Reyes

My senior project titled “Fate of Captive Orcas” is about showing the number of orcas
that have died in captivity and making people aware of it. | chose this topic because ever since |
was little, | have been interested in orcas, so seeing and reading all the documents about them
being sick, separated from their families, and forced to perform made me sad. | want to share
that information with other people so that they can become aware of this unfortunate reality. |
also wanted to give people a chance to take action in helping stop animal cruelty through my
project.

My first initial idea for my senior project proposal was to
make a poster series that shows the lives of orca whales in captivity.
The poster would have been in a sequence from them being with
their pod, being forcibly separated from their family, being forced to
perform, being sick, being put in tanks way too small for them, and
eventually dying. | also wanted to include a sound and video aspect
| wanted to use orca whale sounds and show all the names of the
orca whales that have died in captivity.

My first sketch planning was me coming up with different
ideas about how | would imagine my project looking in a space. In
my sketches, | was coming up with different ways to display my

Sketches, 2022
posters with some sort of projector or screen.

| was also coming up with different ways to display my project in
different spaces such as in a corner or against the wall. My next
sketches are figuring out what | want the posters to look like. | wanted
to have 6 posters and | wanted to hand-draw the images on the
posters. My first poster was going to show a mother whale with her
babies, The second poster was going to show a baby orca getting
caught in a net by a boat, and the third poster was going to show the
baby orca alone in a tank, the fourth poster was going to show an
audience watching an orca sea show, the fifth poster

was going to show the orca now bigger and sick in a tank way too small
for it, the last poster was going to show the orca dead.
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In my next set of sketches, | started playing around with the number of posters and the
sizes of the posters. | tried sketching having only three or four posters, | also played with the
orientation of the posters. | also sketched the idea of having the last poster be showing the
names of all the orca whales that have died in captivity. | started looking up websites to try to
find the name of all the orcas that have died in captivity. | found this website called. I
found that the number of orcas that have dead is 215. | looked at the website and | tried to
verify if it was a valid source before using the number in my project. At first, | tried to email the
person who made the website to figure out where they got the information on the whales from
but they never responded to me. So | then looked at each of the whales individually to see if the



info about how they died seemed legit. | concluded that the website is a valid source and used
the number 215 in my project.

My senior project advisor and | talked about using that number in some way in my
project. | started in my next sketches coming up with ways to represent that number. | came up
Sketches, 2022 with the idea of using objects to represent the number of orcas and

B having a poster on the side to describe what the objects represent. |
started looking into different types of objects and settled on going with
underwater objects to represent the orcas. | played around in my
sketches with the idea of hanging the objects and then having the poster
next to the objects with the poster | thought about having just one
powerful image in it and then text to describe the project. | started
looking for images that | felt would work for the poster and | also looked
into what sea objects | could use. | looked into using shells and orca
figurines as options. | also looked for the objects to find a whole bunch |
could find for cheap.

| also played around with different orientations | could do for the
poster. My next sketches was figuring out what the image should be, at
first | thought about drawing the image and started sketching some ideas
for the drawing. In my sketches, | was playing around with the idea of
having a crowd of people like kids looking at the orca whale through the
glass.

| also played around with different ways to
display the objects instead of just hanging them. Some
of the ways | thought about hanging them were
Sketches, 2022 sewing the object together so that they form one big
whale tail, hanging them from a bottle, and hanging them in a fish tank filled
with water. With the idea of the objects hanging in the fish tank, | wanted to
put a lot of objects in small tanks to represent the orca whales being put
into tanks that are too small for them. | also decided that for the objects | .
would use jewelry'whale Fails.  Sketches, 2022

After showing my ideas to other teachers, | got feedback such as finding the audience,
making the number of orca deaths palpable, and finding ways to bring awareness to the
problem. One of the teachers gave the idea of having a stuffed orcas plush and ripping it up so |
decided the expand on that idea. | started doing sketches with different ideas about how to

incorporate the stuffed orca into my project. Some of my sketches
‘ e included having a photobooth where people can take pictures with the
q)i“ Q‘}X . orcaand post it to Instagram, taking Polaroid pictures of people holding
3 © the orca and hanging them on the wall, and taking pictures of the orca in
different locations. | decided on the idea of taking 215 photos with
typography to explain what the photos represent.

| originally was going to have the typography say, “PEOPLE NOT

NOTICING the health of the orca whales while the whales are being moved
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from PLACE to PLACE.” The text then changed to PEOPLE not NOTICING the health of the orcas

PEOPLE
DO NOT
NOTICE

the HEALTH
of the o RCAS

gradually gets worse over time. The final text was PEOPLE NOT NOTICING the HEALTH of the

ORCAS. | used a serif and San serif font in the typography. | played with
the idea of having an image with the poster but decided that the poster
didn’t need an image. | printed the poster on 11x17 vertical paper.

For the 215 photos, | decided to them show the orca plush
gradually getting destroyed over the course of the photos. | am either
going to take the photos on a regular camera and print them out, take
them with a Polaroid camera, and print them out, or take them on my
phone and print them out. | decided to take them on a regular camera

and print them out at home. Over a break, | took the photos in my
garage. | showed the photos to my sponsor and was going to fix them in
Photoshop. | ended up having

Orca Photos, 2023
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the gradient of the photos be the orca plushie starts
fully together, then | cut off the pectoral fin, then

the side fin, then the tail, then | cut the orca in half, == e
and the last photo. shows the orca's eye on top of BT TN
the stuffing. e ER RN B

| also wanted to have a call to action ;’:_-,m el -“{6?
somewhere in my project. | decided that the call to . 3? |
action would be a QR code to a website about - b o a2 s
animal captivity | found. | chose the website e BR) B

Thedolphinproject.com as the website the QR code

would link to at first | was going to put the QR code either on the poster or on the last photo
towards the end. After trying different ways to put the QR code on the poster, | then decided to
put the QR code on a separate piece of paper and put it at the end of the photos. | put the QR
code on a simple white sheet of paper cut to the same dimensions as the photos. To make the
QR code stand out, | talked with my sponsor about using a red shade for the background. | then
decided to move the QR code to the middle of the photos to
make it more visible and make people want to scan it.
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To hang up my photos, QR code, and poster | used glue dots to stick
them on the wall. | had the wall in a room, so | took some measuring tape
and measured the height and width of the space | had to figure out where
the photos should start. After | figured out the placement | put the photos
on the wall from left to right in the dimensions of 12 columns x 18 rows.
After | put the photos up, | then placed the
poster on the right of the photos in the middle.
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