Abstract

SLAY is a magazine targeted to specifically queer audiences with an emphasis on normalizing
queer identities and the love that comes with it. Print media is saturated with heteronormative
notions and this magazine combats that by keeping the layout of a traditional magazine but
creating stories on queer love, gay history, and other marginalized communities.

Key words: communications, journalism, queer, LGBTQ+, magazine, queer love



OWNING YOUR QUEER IDENTITY
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Thank you to all of the beautiful souls who have come into my
life and reminded me that there is more to life than living.
Sammi, Jennifer, and Emily thank you for accepting me
despite my many flaws and allowing me to grow with you all.
Thank you to Alicia, Pat & Anne for being an ear for me to
vent to. Thank you for Center for Student Development for
always having my back and lifting me when | am down.

With love and admiration always,

Andrea
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Gilbert Baker

The mastermind behind

L

By: Andrea Paredes
In 1978 Gilbert Baker designed the icon that is most

closely associated with the LGBTQ+ community— the
rainbow flag. Self-proclaimed as the "gay Betsy-Ross",
Baker hand dyed and sewed each piece of fabric with
thirty volunteers for what we now know as the gay flag.

"The flag to me means freedom, and pride," said Jay
Bronw, SUNY New Paltz Alumna. "If | see the emoji on
somebody's social media bio they're probably apart of
the the community somehow."

Baker, a resident of San Fransisco, was tasked by
Harvey Milk with creating an emblem for the gay rights
movement. “1 knew instantly when | saw the reaction
that it was going to be something. | didn’t know what or
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the iconic rainbow flag

how or — but | knew,” said Baker at a 2008 interview at
the University of Kansas.

Since then, the flag has been used as a symbol of
inclusion and solidarity. Store fronts, restaurants, and
bars don the flag as means of accepting gay patrons.
Further, after the Supreme Court legalized gay
marriage over 26 million Facebook users added the flag
over top of their profile picture to celebrate pride,
according to the Washington Post.

"When | see the flag, | feel welcomed no matter
where it is," said Nicole Nunez, student at SUNY
Farmingdale. "It's an item that will always remind me of
having pride even during struggling times."

b

"We needed something to express our joy, our
beauty, our power. And the rainbow did that."”
CGILBEERT BAKER



By: Andrea Paredes

The More Color More Pride Campaign sprouted out of Philadelphia's Office of LGBTQ+
Affairs during Pride Month in 2017. This edit to the original flag was prompted after 11
gay bars were required to take anti-racism training after concerns were brought to
attention from non-white customers.

"A lot of good has happened [since the creation of the original flag], but there’s more we
can do," states the campaign mission statement. "Especially when it comes fo
recognizing people of color in the LGBTQ+ community. To fuel this important
conversation, we've expanded the colors of the flag to include black and brown. It may
seem like a small step. But together we can make big strides toward a truly inclusive
community."

According to Vox, non-white patrons were denied entry to gay clubs and bars based on
"vague dress codes" that were randomly enforced while white customers were seemed to
be given "preferential treatment”. Acts of discrimination get even more blatantly racist
when looking at what the community masks as 'preferences’ or 'types' for a specific race.
Grindr, a popular gay dating app, has an option to filter out the races of your choosing so
they do not get curated onto your feed of potential suitors.

"The implementation of race filters on dating/hook up apps like Grindr are a perfect
example of racism in the gay community,” said Jesse Steil, SUNY New Paltz senior. "For
people to basically 'sift out' the people they don't want based solely on their race is horrid,
and it's used just as much as every other filter on Grindr."

According to FS Magazine, a gay men's health magazine, 80% of black men, 79% of
Asian men and 75% of South Asian men have experienced racism in the gay community.
People of color are continuously marginalized even in spaces that are supposed to be
made to free them. Further, trans women of color are disproportionally murdered. Since
January 2013, the Human Rights Campaign has documented at least 128 transgender
people who were victims of fatal violence; at least 110 were transgender people of color.

"For me, Queer Liberation always included black and brown folks. They have always
played a pivotal role in our freedom,” said Nicole Nunez. "The stripes are a way of
showing more inclusion and intersectionality in a movement that intersects in so many
marginalized communities. There is no space for hierarchies in the LGBTQ+ community,
in my opinion."

With that being said, we can see how adding a black and brown stripe to a flag that has
long stood for hope and freedom would be a small, simple step to a more collective and
collaborative fight for liberation.




ANDERSON COOPER




20-Gay- Jeen.:
MUSIC IN REVIEW:

AN

B 4 2
b - aat /
-\___ ": [ / };_/

Tk ML '. _: i'ji"-

PABLLO VITTAR'S
Nao Para Nao

Brazil's most famous drag
queen will have you on your
feet and your hips swaying

with her new pop album.

Author's favorite : Trago seu
Amar de Voita

Janelle Monae's
Dirty Computer

Prince's spirit is still alive
and well with this new pop-
funk album that explores
sexuality, femininity, and
race.

Author's favorite : Make me
Feel, Django Jane

RYAN BEATTY'S
Boy in Jeans

If Troye Sivan and Frank
Ocean had a baby it would he
named Ryan Beatty. This
soulful, coming of age album is
a masterpiece.

Author's favorite : God in Jeans

DIZZY FAE'S
Free Form Mixtape

Funky and ecclectic are two
words to describe Fae's new
R&B mix tape. This album is
Black girl magic at it's finest.

Author’s favorite : Johnny Bravo,
Don't Hate for Me

. LINIKER E OS
MERLOI. 2 CARAMELOWS'
Bad For You calmé

Merlot's sultry, soulful,
and smooth vocals paired
with quick beats and deep

synths makes this debut
single an ear-gasm worth
experiencing.

This Brazilian soul, jazz
group is mesmerizing to say
the least. In Calmé, Liniker's
seamless transition from her

emotional falsetto to her

sultry low register is simply
amazing.



It was 6 years ago when we were together— | was a junior and you were a sophomore in high
school. If we are being honest, | have no idea how we even started dating (like many high school
relationships) but | am thankful that we did. You gave me my first real taste of what it felt like to
know that | can like, if not love, another woman. For so long | felt that my love for women was solely
hased in looks or sexual drive but you showed me that it was also emotional. | knew that holding
your hand was not a sin, not something out of the ordinary, and, if anything, it felt right. We dated
for only a short time but you gave me the confidence to come out to my siblings; that was a huge
step for me and without you that would have not happened. The butterflies | felt in my stomach
when | would go to your house or when we would sneak kisses behind our parent’s back solidified
how true my feelings were for you. Many queer people don't get to experience liking the same
gender this early on and | was able to share it with you. You elevated my experience on this Earth
by excepting me for me and allowing me to except you for you. You helped me find myself. You
were the gun shot that started the marathon of me finding my future partner.

For this | thank you,
Andrea
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By: Andrea Paredes

Q: What prompted you to do drag in the first place?

VC: The first time | watched [RuPaul's] Drag Race, when | was 18, something clicked in my head.
Walching all these people being themselves and being interested in the same thing | was
interested in— fashion, makeup, performance, and combining it all into one product really spoke to
me. For the first time | saw all these performers doing their thing and | thought to myself, "I have to
do that" but as a woman | wondered how | would be able to do drag. There was definitely a lot of
internalized stigma that | had. Like, how would | do that if | am not a cis-gay man?

Q: How did you conceptualize Virgo?

VC: When | started conceptualizing Virge Couture she was definitely modeled after early 2000's
fashion and culture. Initially, Paris Hilton was the character inspiration like, very rich bitch but at
the same time this ugly glamor. Now, | draw from all over the place.

Q: Where did you build the confidence to perform drag?

VC: The fact that | am a cis-female performer means | have to work twice as hard to be
recognized. | always had the fire under my belly to be the best | can be while | feel like some
other queens would show up and say, 'Here | am lip-syncing to whatever'. | felt like | had to have
more confidence to go all in just from being a cis-female.

Q: What struggles did you face when first deciding to do drag?

VC:: | really struggled for like a year and a half with how | would be able to do this if | am a cis-
woman and perform in & hyper feminine way. At the time, 1 didn't really know any other
performers besides Sateen, who is a lesbian marrled hyper-feminine performance duo. They
were the only other people | was able to look up to, so | struggled with finding footing on just

starting drag as a cis-woman.

Q: Your makeup is very 'club kid' and eccentric, do you find any . oy
backlash or hesitation when presenting your looks? Photo credit: @cecilia_sin_burlesque

\/C: 100 percent. Off the bat, | think there is an association with club kid drag and drugs and less
professional, in a way. | don't think people should turn away from it and view that scene as
lesser because it's evolving so much and | hope people start to view non-traditional feminine-

looking drag as valid. | find that club kid drag is more artistic and creative most of the time.

Q: What do you wish the LGBTQ+ community knew more about cis-
women doing drag?

VC: | wish that the community would be more open and accepting to the idea. Many queens are
stuck in their ways and used to doing female impersonation but that fact that me and other
performers are coming in and doing non-gendered drag it is different, At the end of the day we
are all quesr people in a space where we should all have access and be in a position of power
even if we aren't cis-gay men. Queer spaces will be marketed to and for everyone but when cis-
gay men are the anly ones in power it doesn't seem equal and there is definitely a hierarchy
where they are in charge and everyone else are just fans.




Q: Where did you get the idea for the Quick Show?

VC: The Quick Show is my reaction to feeling like | wasn't getting accepted here. | had all of these
concepts and performances but when | would ask how fo get involved to the scene at New Paliz they

would never reach out fo me or they would tell me their booked. | felt like there were no efforts to include
me into their group, not that | needed a group but it didn't feel like there was any solidarity. So, | would
complain to Beverly all the time and they were sa receptive to it and that's where the Quick Show came

about.

Q: What is the Quick Show?
VC: | host the show and | book mainly student performers who also receive the same kind of stigma
againsi them because they're not as polished or whatever. | also book new performers and burlesgue
performers; all different kinds! It's a space in my friend's living room and it's very DIY and not 'the best',
the lighting is kind of shitty and we don't have a stage but we all get to perform.

Q: How did you conceptualize Virgo?

In the tradition of drag it is seen as a binary, gendered thing. It is assumed if you're a man then you'll be a
queen and if you're a woman then you'll be a king, but even that is not represented either, It flips the
seript when you start to have performers who are non-binary do either, neither, or both. People start

getting confused because it has historically been an outlet for cis-gay men to express their femininity but

it should be an outlet for all queer people. We are headed in that direction, slowly but surely.

Photo credit: @cecilia_sin_burlesque

Q: What has been your favorite performance up to date?

A: I've added onto Virgo Gouture a robot aspect because | am very interested in glitching and cyber-
aesthetic so | did this performance where it starts off with me ‘uploading myself' onto the stage and I did a
really girly, fun hello kitty pop song. Then the track starts glitching and saying "voice box malfunction,
voice box malfunction” and transitions into Katy Perry's Last Friday Night in Simlish because my voice
box broke therefore, | am in Simlish now! It was really fun and silly and | got to display my niche pop

culture things that | personally love.

Q: What does Virgo Couture do for you as a being?

VC: I have always had a hyper feminine side of myself and it was a siruggle when | was coming out [as
leshian] because | felt that I had to present more masculinly but | am a very feminine person. | realized
that | didn't fit into the [drag] community on fop of already struggling to be apart of my lesbian community.
Virgo allows me to be my fullest self. | get to put on a character but | really connect with it. Virgo let's me
do something | am very passionate about, which is perform.

Q: What roles do your friends play in the life of Virgo Couture?

C: My friends are incredible and play such a huge role. | am so grateful for them. My friend Tom helps
make all of my mixes and they also make the posters for the Quick Show. My friend, Beverly Quick, is my
drag mother and just my.. rock and has always been my inspiration. We also collaborated in making the

Quick Show,




Yas queen,

spill the

tea hunty.

AND ALL THE OTHER SLANG TERMS THAT
DERIVE FROM THE GAY COMMUNITY.

By: Andrea Paredes

With an average viewership of 469,000 per
episode there is no doubt that RuPaul's Drag
Race is a cultural corner stone that has
influenced main stream culture. For instance,
the usage of gay slang permeating popular
culture, television, even political arenas.

"If these phrases and words are in popular
media we have the power to reach a larger
audience and express credit where credit is
due." said Jay Brown. "We can use these terms
to educate and further the conversation."

In 2016 CNN reported Bernie Sander's
"campaign manager has been throwing shade
on the Sander's campaign." The phrase
'throwing shade' can be traced back to the
1980's drag ball room scene that typically
housed gay black and latino youth.

*rookie's response*

Other gay vocabulary terms have been used in
colloguial speech but have seen a rise in digital

spheres. Critics question whether
mainstream outlets are culturally appropriating
a marginalized group identity.

"l don't care about people using gay slang if
they aren't apart of where it comes from," said
Nicole Nunez. "l do care if they use it as a
way to be rude or to be the butt of a joke. It's
upsetting."

Popular TV show, Broad City, which has two
white women leads has used 'yas queen' to
no end throughout the show. Urban Dictionary
now defines 'yas' as "An
annoying expression used by girls to express
extreme liking."

"l think that people parrot things that people
think are funny or catchy and never think to
look into the history of it," said Jesse Steil. "It's
a conversation filler without having to deal
with the consequences of where that term
came from or who had to fight to use it."



"Coming out as bisexual was one of the
greatest forms of self love. | remember
_leéling this umnm}bﬁahlﬁ an:uety when | was
figuring it all out in my head. Now it makes
me so happy to be a queer woman, because
loving yourself s what alows youto love
others. | can love anyone, emotionally,
romantially, sextally & thats beautiull

- Shannon Butler

really come to
ay. | hated the

pronouns.

"The first time | ever toldanyﬁne
was in 9th grade.| came out to was
my best friend, Ashe. Itwas
petrifying because | didn't even feel

right saying it out loud to myself,

nevermind anbother person. Once
he, such an important person in my
life accepted me, it only got easier to
accept it myself.” i
(He/imthis)

love was not only
as well. Everyone
d come fo love a
married to one, but |
d doubted that it

| did come out, |
mistic about love
ted about love

to deal with people
it hasn't staggered
| am and what |

ﬂj To submit your story email slaymag@gmail.com
~ with the subject line 'Here and Queer'. Include as
much or as little along with your name and
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Thank you, New Paltz,

FOR ALL THE MEMORIES



