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Reproductive politics involves the debates and decisions about issues related to
reproduction, such as abortion, birth control, sexual education, access to reproductive healthcare,
etc., as well as reflecting broader societal values and conflicts. The history of reproductive
politics in the U.S. is marked by a series of turning point legal and cultural shifts. In the early
20th century, the reproductive rights movement was primarily concerned with birth control
access. The landmark case of Griswold v. Connecticut 1965 marked a significant turning point.
The Supreme Court ruled that the Constitution implicitly guarantees the right to privacy, which
includes the right to use contraception, which is discussed within the article “The Enormous
Consequences to Overturning Roe v. Wade”, by Chemerinsky, (2022). The ruling in this case
was extremely important for advancing reproductive rights by establishing a legal foundation for
an individual's privacy, as well as their own individual autonomy.

Following the Griswold’s case ruling, the focus in reproductive politics shifted towards
abortion rights. The 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade was also an extremely
important moment for reproductive politics, as well as women's rights. Roe v. Wade made it legal
for a woman to have the right to choose an abortion under the rights of privacy. This decision
effectively legalized abortion nationwide, and Roe v. Wade not only transformed reproductive
politics but it also became a huge focal point within further future discussions on women's rights,
their bodily autonomy, and their right to choose whether they would want to have an abortion or
not, should they have to make that decision.

While Roe v. Wade was such a huge step for reproductive rights, as well as women’s
rights, it is still a very highly debated case due to the nature of whether women should have the
right to abort a fetus or not. With the highly polarized environment this topic holds, as of now in

2024, since Roe v. Wade has been overturned in 2022 by the Supreme Court, the public is still



very split on the overturning two years later. The standing of this case lasted for over 40 years,
and once it was overturned there were many people who felt very angered, betrayed, and fearful
for what the future would hold for them or their loved ones who would experience the
consequences of this ruling. As stated by the Better Business Bureau Charity (2024, April 1),
many women are even having to cross state lines to be able to receive the reproductive care that
they need.

These disparities in healthcare do not affect all communities equally either. Marginalized
groups such as; lower socioeconomic standing individuals, women of color, LGBTQ+ people,
undocumented individuals, etc. face disproportionate barriers to reproductive healthcare than
other groups of people due to many reasons. Underlying National ingrained inequalities such as
systemic racism, poverty, geographic location, and more, all exacerbate their already limited
access to services like contraception, safe abortions, prenatal care, etc. Consequently,
reproductive politics are not only about legal rights but also about who has the actual ability to
exercise those rights in practice. Understanding the intersectionality of reproductive justice, and
allowing representative voices to be heard in these spaces is essential to ensuring that policies are
equitable and responsive to the lived experiences and realities of different diverse communities.

Another Important factor of reproductive politics to take into consideration that is also
heavily debated within modern society still, is sexual education being promoted to youth. Sexual
education is important for society as a whole, including the country’s youth. However, there are
many individuals who believe that having youth be taught sexual education is what leads to
having more hypersexual communities, as well as heightened teen pregnancies, more abortions,
etc. Throughout history however, these beliefs have usually stemmed or have had some content

of religious beliefs involved. For example, the traditional Catholic teachings have throughout



history condemned premarital sex, masturbation, the content that is shared during sexual
education, and more. One example of implications of religious perceptions that is highly debated
currently about sexual education is whether or not homosexual sexual education should be taught
to students as well as heterosexual sexual education. Some Catholics are concerned that secular
sexual education programs may include information and/or perspectives that they would find
inappropriate and/or inconsistent with their personal religious beliefs. They might feel that such
programs could promote behaviors that they would consider morally unacceptable and/or may
feel that the education does not promote the importance of abstinence to youth and the sacred
vows of marriage. While people are allowed to have their opinions regarding whether or not
sexual education is necessary or appropriate to teach in schools, it has been shown that with
increased sexual education, there are decreased teen pregnancies (Devitt, 2022). In its essence,
sexual education is doing what it was intended to do, educate young people on the dangers of
unprotected sex, educate them on birth control, menstrual cycles, etc. and lower the rates of
teenage pregnancy.

A large facet of the reproductive policies conversation is contraception. On March 2,
1873, the United States Congress passed a law called the Comstock Law. This law stated that
contraceptives were categorized as obscene material, and therefore was barred from being
transported through the United States Postal Service (“Public Broadcasting”, n.d.). However,
contraceptives as we know are really important for not only individuals to protect themselves
from unwanted pregnancies, but as well as unwanted sexually transmitted diseases.

Overall, the country is currently seeing a very large divide over reproductive politics.
Personally, the way that America is experiencing this divide right now is very telling of how

complex and complicated reproductive politics are. This polarization reflects deep seeded



disagreements over important values regarding personal autonomy, morality, and public health.
The continuous debates over abortion, contraception, and sexual education highlight not only
legal and policy conflicts but also more extensive societal struggles over identity, human rights,
morals and ethics. As reproductive politics continue to evolve and adapt over time, it is clear that
these issues will most likely remain persistent at the front of national discourse, and always
continue to be influencing the opinions of society. Understanding and addressing these
disagreements will be crucial for the future of reproductive rights and ensuring that an
intersectional approach that utilizes representative voices is considered in the shaping of

equitable and just policies for all individuals.
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