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EXT. STEPHEN’S HOUSE - MORNING

It’s a small, modest house.

SEQUENCE

A MAILMAN drops a small white BOX with a double helix on it 
on the porch and RING THE BELL.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
You know those DNA tests advertised 
online?

EXT. MICHAEL’S HOUSE

MICHAEL, 23, mature, dependable, blunt, reaches into a wide 
wall mounted mailbox and pulls out an identical box.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
They tell you all about your 
genome. 

INT. JUNO’S KITCHEN

JUNO, 22, artistic, cynical, introverted, places the box on a 
small kitchen table.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Where your ancestors are from, your 
risk for heart disease... 

CUT TO:

INT. HANNAH’S BEDROOM

HANNAH, 20, intelligent, optimistic, enthusiastic, places the 
box on her bed.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
What eye color genes you have, even 
what kind of earwax you have.

INT. CODY’S BATHROOM

CODY, 21, easy going, comedic, sarcastic, opens the box near 
the sink. There’s a small tube, some instructions, and a 
biohazard bag.



INT. STEPHEN’S BEDROOM

STEPHEN, 21, hopeful, thoughtful, determined, has the opened 
box on his desk. He grabs the instructions and opens them.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Some of the fancy ones even tell 
you if relatives of yours submitted 
their DNA, too. 

CUT TO:

Juno spits into the tube.

CUT TO:

Cody spits into the tube.

CUT TO:

Michael spits into the tube.

CUT TO:

Stephen spits into the tube.

CUT TO:

Juno drops the tube into the biohazard bag.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
But what if you found connections 
you didn't even know existed?

CUT TO:

Cody closes the box.

CUT TO:

Michael places the box in a mailbox.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Total strangers with the same DNA 
as you. 

CUT TO:

So does Juno.

CUT TO:
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Then Hannah.

CUT TO:

Then Cody.

CUT TO:

Lastly Stephen.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
What would you do?

FADE TO:

INT. COLLEGE DORM BUILDING - MORNING

Stephen walks out of his dorm room carrying a box of 
belongings. He passes by other STUDENTS doing the same. 

He makes his way down the hall and outside.

EXT. COLLEGE QUAD - CONTINUOUS

STUDENTS and their FAMILIES are packing boxes into cars.

Stephen meets DILLAN, 21, loyal, supportive, near the parking 
lot. Beside Dillan is a lot suitcases.

STEPHEN
That all your stuff?

DILLAN
Nah, I have a few more boxes to get 
from our room. I’m just waiting for 
my folks to get here, so I can pack 
them.

STEPHEN
Yeah, my more should be here soon 
too.

A minivan drives up a pulls up to the curb. Dillan’s FAMILY, 
his mom, KAREN, his dad, BOB, and his older brother, JON exit 
the car. 

JON
Sup, Dill.

DILLAN
Hey, Jon.
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They fist bump.

KAREN
Hello, Stephen. How you doing?

STEPHEN
I’m doing good, thanks.

BOB
So is this everything?

DILLAN
No. There’s still some more up in 
the dorm.

Dillan’s dad and brother start packing his stuff.

Stephen looks around at all the other families helping their 
child pack their stuff.

Stephen turns to help Dillan’s family pack.

STEPHEN
Here, let me help.

KAREN
You’re so sweet, dear.

Another car drives up to them.

Stephen’s mom, RACHEL, 50s, kind, dependable, selfless, exits 
the car.

RACHEL
Stephen!!!

Rachel goes to kiss her son. He allows it, but looks 
embarrassed.

STEPHEN
mom.

Rachel lets him go and turn to Dillan and his family.

RACHEL
Hey, Karen!

KAREN
Rach, it’s good to see you. Do 
believe how fast the year went. 
Their gonna be seniors next year.
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RACHEL
Tell me about it. I still remember 
when they were in diapers.

Rachel turns to Stephen. There’s still bags behind him.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
That everything?

STEPHEN
Yep, this too.

BOB
So what are you guys doing for 
summer vacation this year?

RACHEL
We were thinking of hitting some 
national parks.

KAREN
Oh that’s nice.

RACHEL
Yeah, We’re saving up for a cruise.

KAREN
We’re heading to California for a 
family reunion. All of my siblings 
and cousins are coming.

BOB
Yeah, that’s a lot of people.

RACHEL
That’s really cool.

Dillian leans in to talk only to Stephen.

DILLAN
It’s gonna be so boring. I’d much 
rather sleep in the woods. At least 
there’s a chance to be attacked by 
a bear. You know, something 
exciting.

Stephen gives a half hearted laugh.

Rachel loads the last suitcase, then turned to Stephen.

RACHEL
All set to go?

5.

 



STEPHEN
Yep. That’s it.

Dillan gives him a fist bump.

DILLAN
Have a good summer.

STEPHEN
You too.

Stephen looks thoughtful.

EXT. STEPHEN'S HOUSE - DAY

It’s a small modest house. 

A mailman delivers the mail to the door.

INT. KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

His mom is cooking dinner. She’s playing a cooking video on 
her phone, and peering over at it periodically.

RACHEL
(shouting)

Stephen! Can you get the mail!

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - SAME MOMENT

Stephen is watching videos on his phone.

There’s clothes half in suitcases and stuff still in boxes.

INT. HALLWAY/KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Stephen makes his way down the stairs and gets the mail from 
outside.

RACHEL
(shouting)

Anything interesting.

Stephen enters the kitchen. WHISKERS THE CAT, nuzzles up to 
his leg.

Stephen looks through the letters.

STEPHEN
For you.. For you... for you.
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He stops at on one letter with a double helix design.

RACHEL
What’s that?

Stephen looks slightly shocked.

STEPHEN
My DNA test results.

RACHEL
Oh, I was wondering when you were 
gonna do that. I got it for you for 
Christmas and the box was just 
collecting dust in your room.

Stephen looks embarrassed.

STEPHEN
I’ll be right back.

Rachel looks amused.

Stephen leaves and Rachel continues cooking.

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

He sits on the bed and opens the envelope. A pamphlet with 
the same double helix falls out.

He just stares at it for moment, then finally opens it.

He reads.

STEPHEN
25 %British, 25% Italian, and 50% 
Ashkenazi Jewish... huh?

A beat.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Huh. I really wasn’t expecting 
that.

Stephen looks further down on the paper.

INSERT: The paper.

STEPHEN (V.O.) (CONT’D)
(reading)

“Want to find people who share your 
DNA? Opt in to our DNA Family 
Finder at out website.”
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BACK TO SCENE

Stephen’s eyes look to the side as if lost in thought.

INT. KITCHEN

Stephen is waiting in the doorway, holding the paper from 
before. His mom doesn’t notice him.

Stephen hesitates to speak, as if he is unsure of the words.

Rachel turns around the face him.

RACHEL
Stephen. What did it say.

He hands her the pamphlet.

She reads it.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
British? Yeah. Ashkenazi Jewish?! 

She hands him back the pamphlet.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Well I guess we better throw out 
the Christmas tree and get you a 
Menorah.

Stephen chuckles but seems aloof.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Stephen? Is everything okay, 
sweetie?

STEPHEN
Um, yeah.

He scratches the back of his head.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
So you know how you used a sperm 
donor to get me?

RACHEL
Yeah. I knew I wanted a baby but I 
didn’t want to wait for a man.

(quick beat)
Why?
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STEPHEN
You wouldn’t know who the guy was, 
would you?

RACHEL
No, it was all anonymous. It’s to 
prevent the donor from trying to 
claim the baby or the parent from-

(chuckling)
Returning the baby.

Stephen lets out an awkward chuckle.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Is everything okay?

STEPHEN
(without making eye 
contact)

Yeah.

Rachel looks down at the paper in his hands.

RACHEL
What’s that you got there?

STEPHEN
Oh this? It’s the DNA test results.

RACHEL
Oh that’s cool. Can I see?

Stephen hands her the paper.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
This is so cool that they can find 
out all this from spitting in a 
tube.

STEPHEN
(sheepishly)

They have a program the that you 
can opt into to see if any of your 
relatives used it.

Rachel looks up at him with realization on her face.

RACHEL
Oooh.

She hands back the paper.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
You should do it.
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STEPHEN
Really?

RACHEL
Yeah, maybe you’ll find some half-
siblings.

Stephen looks stunned.

STEPHEN
Half-what?

RACHEL
Siblings. You don’t think they 
donated only a single sperm, do 
you?

She holds up her two finger as if holding something very 
small.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Guys shoot out like millions--

STEPHEN
(interrupting her)

I get the picture, mom.

She chuckles.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
I never thought about that. That 
makes sense.

RACHEL
I think you should do it. You never 
know what you might find.

Stephen smiles.

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM

Stephen is on his computer on a website called “DNA & Me.” It 
has the same double helix as the box.

He clicks on the words “DNA Family Finder.”

It redirects him to a new page.

He clicks “Opt In.”

INSERT: Uploading DNA data...

INSERT: Upload Complete.
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Stephen leans back in his chair and stares at his computer.

INSERT: DNA RELATIVE FINDER: Match Found

moments later.

INSERT: Half sibling: Cody Johnson.

Stephen reaches for his phone and texts CASSIE.

INSERT: Can you come over?

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Stephen is sitting on his bed, the computer screen still 
open.

CASSIE, 20, supportive, intelligent, and driven, enters the 
room.

Stephen stands up and kisses her. 

STEPHEN
Thanks for coming.

CASSIE
No problem, babe. What’s wrong?

She sits down next to him.

STEPHEN
Ummm.... So remember who I told you 
that I was conceived from a sperm 
donor? 

CASSIE
Yeah.

STEPHEN
Well, I just did a DNA test and it 
turns out I have a half sibling.

CASSIE
(astonished)

Wow... wow

STEPHEN
Yeah...

CASSIE
So what now?
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STEPHEN
He reached out to me on facebook. 
He wants to get to know each other.

CASSIE
Are you going to?

STEPHEN
I don’t know. I guess I wanted your 
opinion.

Stephen stands up, and passes.

CASSIE
My opinion? He’s your brother. 
Damn, that feels weird to say.

STEPHEN
Right? How do you think I feel?

CASSIE
Well, isn’t this want you’ve 
wanted.

Stephen looks.

CASSIE (CONT’D)
A bigger family, that is.

STEPHEN
I guess.

CASSIE
C’mon. I see how your are with my 
family. You can talk to my brother 
about movies for hours and you’re 
great with my cousins.

STEPHEN
But I feel like this is different.

CASSIE
How?

STEPHEN
This is my actual half brother.

CASSIE
What’s the difference between half 
brother and brother-in-law?

A beat.

12.

 



STEPHEN
So you think I should message him.

CASSIE
Well, the worse that could happen 
is he ignores you.

STEPHEN
That’s not what I’m worried about.

Suddenly, a BUZZ from his phone.

CASSIE
What is it?

STEPHEN
He messaged by first.

CASSIE
Oh.

Stephen sits down next to Cassie.

STEPHEN
(reading)

Hey, dude. My name is Cody Johnson. 
My parents used a sperm donor and 
DNA and Me says you’re my half-
brother. Let me know if you want to 
get in touch.

A beat.

CASSIE
Well. There you go.

She stands up.

STEPHEN
What?

CASSIE
Fate has decided for you. Will you 
heed the call?

They laugh.

Stephen looks at his phone and types a response.

FADE TO:
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INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM

INSERT: Stephen’s computer monitor

Stephen has open a video call program open. So far only his 
screen is visible.

Stephen looks anxious and excited.

Suddenly another video pops in the window. It’s Cody. His 
name appears under his video.

CODY
Holy shit. Stephen! How you doing, 
half-bro?

Stephen gives a half smile.

CUT TO:

Still within the video call, but Stephen and Cody have on new 
clothes. It’s a new day.

Hannah joins the call.

HANNAH
Hey! Oh my god, this is so cool.

CUT TO:

Another day.

Michael enters the chat.

MICHAEL
Hey, y’all. How’s it going.

CUT TO:

Another day.

Juno enters the call.

JUNO
Oh wow. Hi, everyone, I guess.

CUT TO:

Another day.

All five of them are in the call together. 

They talk to each other but we don’t hear what they say.
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STEPHEN (V.O.)
We started talking about once a 
week. We started a group chat too, 
so you know it was getting serious.

CUT TO:

Another day of video chatting.

STEPHEN (V.O.) (CONT’D)
Juno, the newest sibling to join 
our group, suggested an idea.

JUNO
So I was doing some research, and 
apparently we should all have an ID 
number relating to the original 
sperm donor. It’s used for 
identification.

CODY
(sarcastically)

You don’t trust us, Juno.

JUNO
No, it’s not that. I just want to 
see if we all have it.

MICHAEL
I think it would be pretty cool to 
see. 

HANNAH
So, next video call we show 
everyone our numbers and see if 
they match.

STEPHEN
Sounds good.

CODY
Deal. See yah, there.

They all sign off.

CUT TO:

INT. STEPHEN'S ATTIC - NEXT DAY

Stephen is with his mom in the attic. Both are looking 
through old boxes with old photos and documents. Whiskers is 
just chillin between them.

15.

 



RACHEL
Ohhh, look at this. 

She shows him the photo in her hand.

INSERT: Baby photo

RACHEL (CONT’D)
It’s baby Stephen. You were such a 
cute baby.

Stephen chuckles.

STEPHEN
Am I not cute now.

RACHEL
Ohh, you’re handsome now.

She pulls out another photo.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Oh wow. 

Stephen looks over at the new photo.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
This is your great Aunt Maryanne, 
and those kids are my cousins. Joe, 
Terrence, and Ryan.

STEPHEN
Huh. That’s cool. How come I 
haven’t met them?

RACHEL
Well, Aunt Maryanne died when you 
were little and Joe moved to 
England, Terrence is in Florida, I 
think, and Ryan... is in Texas. 

(quick beat)
Yeah, most of the family moved 
away.

STEPHEN
The only one’s nearby are, I guess, 
your cousins Marty and Lisa, right.

RACHEL
Yeah. And Karen and Greg.
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STEPHEN
But we hardly ever see them. And 
they’re still like a state away or 
more like Marty.

A beat. They return to looking through the papers.

RACHEL
I’m really glad you found some 
family your own age.

STEPHEN
Me too.

Rachel pulls out some paper.

RACHEL
Here. I think I found it.

She shuffles through the papers.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
This is your birth certificate. 
And... here. Here it is. 

She hands it to Stephen.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Those are the documents from the 
cryobank.

Stephen looks at the papers then hugs his mom.

STEPHEN
(still hugging)

Thanks, mom.

CUT TO:

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM

INSERT: Stephen’s computer monitor

We see all five siblings in the video call.

MICHAEL
Okay. So does everyone have the ID 
written down?

STEPHEN
Yeah.

CODY
Yessir.
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HANNAH
Yep.

JUNO
Uh-huh

MICHAEL
Alright, so on the count of three, 
everyone shows the number.

A beat.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
One, two, three.

They all show a piece of paper with the numbers “14387” on 
each on them.

CODY
Whoa!

HANNAH
That’s so cool.

MICHAEL
I guess we really are siblings.

STEPHEN
As if the DNA didn’t already prove 
that.

They all gave a slight laugh.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Over the next few weeks, we grew 
closer. 

INSERT: The siblings video chat.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
For some reason, we still felt like 
strangers.

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - VIDEO CALL

CODY
So, I would like to propose a plan.

MICHAEL
Oh no

Hannah laughs, while Juno rolls her eyes.
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CODY
No seriously. Since we’re all off 
from school right now, let’s meet 
up.

JUNO
Huh?

STEPHEN
What?

HANNAH
That sounds great.

MICHAEL
Meet in person?

CODY
Yeah, My family usually spends the 
summer in at campground not too far 
from here. In Pennsylvania. That 
way it’s between all of us. It’s 
pretty quiet and isolated. There’s 
plenty to do. We can rent a cabin!

The other’s looked stunned. 

CUT TO:
STEVEN IN HIS ROOM

Stephen leans back in his chair. He contemplates this.

HANNAH (O.S.)
I think that’s a wonderful idea!

MICHAEL (O.S.)
I do love camping.

JUNO (O.S.)
I’ll go if the rest of you will.

CODY (O.S.)
Stephen?

Stephen was lost in thought. He snaps back to reality.

BACK TO VIDEO CALL

STEPHEN
Huh? 

CODY
You in?

They all stare at him.

Stephen smiles.
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STEPHEN
I’m in.

Cody claps for joy.

CODY
Alright! It’ll be so much fun. I’ll 
send you guys the info.

BACK TO STEPHEN

He leans back and takes a deep sigh. The voices of the others 
fade away.

CUT TO:

INT. STEPHEN'S KITCHEN

Stephen and his mom are sitting around the table. Whiskers is 
PURRING at their feet.

Rachel is reading about Horizons Campground on her tablet.

STEPHEN
So we’re going to spend four days 
there. We all split the bill. It’s 
not that much split five ways. It 
looks pretty cool. There’s a lake, 
and an arcade.

RACHEL
When was this again?

Stephen seems taken aback

STEPHEN
August 9th to the 12th

RACHEL
That’s right in the middle of our 
road trip. I thought we were going 
to do that together.

STEPHEN
I know. I know. I was actually 
looking forward to that, but this 
was to only time everyone was free

Rachel puts down the tablet and starts pacing around the 
table.
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RACHEL
I’m glad you’ve found your 
siblings, but, I thought this was 
our thing.

Stephen starts walking around the table after her.

STEPHEN
It was, but we can just go next 
year. They’re natural parks, 
they’re not going anywhere.

RACHEL
I know, but you and me haven’t gone 
on a trip together in a while.

She turns around to face him.

STEPHEN

There’ll be other summers.

A beat.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Mom, you were the one who suggested 
all of this

RACHEL
I know. I know.

A beat.

STEPHEN
This is really important to me.

Rachel looks at her son. 

RACHEL
You’re really growing up, yah know. 

She places her hands on him.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Stop it. I’m having a hard time 
keeping up.

They share a laugh.

STEPHEN
So you’re okay with me going?
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RACHEL
If it means this much to you, then 
yeah. I support you

STEPHEN
Thanks, mom.

Stephen hugs his mom.

Whiskers MEOWS.

RACHEL
Whiskers supports you too.

They release each other. 

RACHEL (CONT’D)
You’re gonna have so much fun.

A beat.

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Oh! What kind of stuff do you need. 
We can go shopping later. You can 
get a new suitcase!

Rachel runs off with new found enthusiasm. 

STEPHEN
(annoyed, jokingly)

Moooom...

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - VIDEO CALL

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Things were going well. We were 
planning for the big trip. 

Cody holds up a pamphlet of the Campground to his webcam. 

STEPHEN (V.O.) 
Then something weird happened.

Suddenly, a BEEP is heard from Cody’s phone.

He goes to check on it, then a BEEP is heard from ALL of 
their phones.

JUNO
What the hell?

Stephen looks at his phone.
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INSERT: DNA RELATIVE FINDER: Match Found

JUNO (CONT’D)
Are you guys seeing this.

HANNAH
Another sibling?

Stephen opens the DNA & Me webpage. 

INSERT: David Foster, Father.

CODY (O.S)
Holy shit.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
And that changed everything.

CUT TO:

MONTAGE
- DAVID FOSTER’S FACEBOOK PAGE.

It’s barren. There’s a low resolution profile picture of an 
average man in his 40s, maybe.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
We found him on Facebook. It was 
hard to find him. We really dug up 
on this guy and it was like he 
didn’t even exist.

We scroll down his page and see hardly any activity on the 
page.

- SIBLING GROUP CHAT

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Eventually, We added him to the 
group chat. He had our number which 
was promising.

David texts in the chat “14387.”

- MICHAEL ON HIS BED

Michael tries texting David. No response.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Some of us tried texting him on our 
own... 

- CODY ON BED
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Cody tries texting David. No response.

- STEPHEN ON BED

Stephen has repeatedly sent him messages throughout the day 
and continues to try. No response.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Some more than others. 

END OF MONTAGE

INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - VIDEO CALL

STEPHEN (V.O.)
While the mystery of David Foster 
grew, tensions did too.

Stephen holds back while the others debate.

JUNO
We don’t know who this guy is.

MICHAEL
He had our number.

HANNAH
That could have been a coincidence.

JUNO
Honestly, this is kind of sketchy.

CODY
We should just give him time.

Suddenly, Stephen interject.

STEPHEN
We should invite him.

The others stop immediately.

MICHAEL
Let me just make sure I heard that 
correctly. You said “Invite him”?

Stephen looks like a victim on trial as everyone’s attention 
focuses on him.

STEPHEN
Yeah. Invite him to go camping with 
us. We can meet him in person, talk 
to him, get to know.
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CODY
(jokingly)

And if he ends up being a creepy 
murder, the camp is public. They’ll 
be witnesses around.

STEPHEN
So what I’m hearing is, you’re in?

CODY
Hell yeah. Let’s invite him.

STEPHEN
Anyone else.

Stephen stares down the others

HANNAH
I suppose it won’t hurt. 

Michael awkwardly scratches his head.

MICHAEL
This is really weird, but let’s do 
it.

They look to Juno.

JUNO
I think this is a bad idea, but I 
can’t say I’m not curious.

CODY
Then it’s settled.

Stephen jumps in.

STEPHEN
I’ll text him. Make sure he know 
where to go.

The other are slightly taken aback by his enthusiasm.

CODY
Alright. Let’s rock and roll.

CUT TO:

Stephen is with Whiskers in his room. They share a glance.

FADE TO:
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INT. STEPHEN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Stephen is in bed, texting David Foster. 

STEPHEN
(text)

We’re all spending a weekend at a 
campground. We thought you should 
come.

Stephen waiting for a response. 

He waits.

“is typing” appearing on the bottom of the screen.

DAVID FOSTER
(text)

I would love to. Send me to info.

Stephen sends him the info, then looks at the time. 12:48 
a.m. 

He places the phone down and goes to sleep.

MONTAGE - MORNING

- Stephen finishes his packing.

- Stephen, Rachel, and Whiskers are carrying suitcases to the 
car.

- Stephen kisses his mom and pets Whiskers. Then gets in the 
car.

- He sets the GPS. 2 hours.

- Stephen pulls out of the driveway.

- Stephen drives thru the city.

- Over the Tappen Zee Bridge

- He’s on the highway, the city in the background.

- The buildings are gone and the highway is lined with trees.

- More trees

- And more trees

- And more trees
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- He drives past farmland with cows and horses.

- He enters a small village. Small homes, small businesses, 
etc.

INSERT: Sign “Horizon Campgrounds”

END MONTAGE

EXT. HORIZON CAMPGROUND - NOON

Stephen turns on the dirt road and enters the camp. He passes 
by the lake where people kayak and paddle board. He passes a 
community center and some cabins.

He drives towards a specific cabin. There’s four other cars 
parked. Stephen is the last to arrive.

The cabin is fairly large with two floors. It’s rustic but 
modern.

Stephen parks the car and gets out.

Cody sees him and runs over.

CODY
Stephen!!!

Cody runs up to him and gives him a hug.

Stephen looks shocked. 

Cody gestures to the rest of the group, who are unpacking.

CODY (CONT’D)
Hey, guys! Everyone’s finally here.

Stephen see that Michael, Juno, and Hannah are all carrying 
things from there cars.

HANNAH
(waving)

Yay! Hey, Stephen.

Stephen waves back.

CODY
Need help with anything?

STEPHEN
Oh, no. I only have a few bags.
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CODY
Here let me help you.

Cody reaches into Stephen’s car.

EXT/INT. CABIN

Like the exterior, the inside is both rustic and modern. 
There’s a TV, a couch, a dinner table and a bare bones 
kitchen. It’s cozy.

Cody strolls through the place like he owns it.

Juno and Michael come in from behind them carrying alcohol. 

STEPHEN
I should probably tell you guys...

CODY
(to the alcohol)

Aye! Nice. 
(to Stephen)

Wifi password’s by the TV, bedrooms 
are upstairs, 

(gesturing to the kitchen 
area)

Kitchen. We’ll probably discuss 
bedrooms later.

Hannah comes in last with a box of stuff. She places it by 
the TV and takes out a game console.

STEPHEN
Wow. We’re really moving in here.

Michael steps into frame.

MICHAEL
Meanwhile, I was told camping. Then 
I checked the website. This isn’t 
camping. This is a hotel in the 
woods.

CODY
Ok, fine. “Glamping.” Better? 

(to Stephen)
Don’t worry. This place is great. I 
used to come here all the time with 
my family. 

Stephen looks like he’s trying to say something.

28.

 



HANNAH
Why’d you stop?

CODY
We didn’t have time anymore. But 
that’s okay, cuz now I’m here with 
my new family.

Hannah and Stephen smile at that comment. Juno raises her 
drink (not alcohol) halfheartedly, Michael nods, unsure.

STEPHEN
So, I need to tell you guys...

HANNAH
Hey, Cody. How do you hook this up?

STEPHEN
I just...

CODY
Be right there.

Cody goes to help Hannah. 

Juno takes out a coffee maker and moves Michael’s bag to 
places it on a counter.

MICHAEL
Hey, be careful.

JUNO
What? You’re bag shouldn’t be there 
anyways.

STEPHEN
Guys.

Juno goes upstairs and Michael goes outside.

Cody gets up from helping Hannah and makes his way to the 
fridge, passing Stephen on the way.

Stephen stops Cody.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Oh, I just wanted to tell you guys, 
the... donor will be coming around 
tomorrow.

CODY
Oh, okay. 

Cody looks around. Points to the couch.
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CODY (CONT’D)
Yeah, he can probably take the 
couch then.

Stephen awkwardly nods.

Hannah gets up from the TV.

HANNAH
When did you say, uh... he’s 
coming?

STEPHEN
Tomorrow.

CODY
(louder)

...Tomorrow.

Michael comes in with a suitcase.

MICHAEL
So, when’s the... guest of honor 
showing up?

HANNAH
Tomorrow.

CODY
Tomorrow.

STEPHEN
(meekly)

...Tomorrow

Michael carries the suitcase to the stairs. 

Juno comes down the stairs.

JUNO
(still on the stairs)

Quick question. Maybe I missed it 
but when’s the, uh, donor dude 
coming?

The three overlap in dialogue.

MICHAEL
Tomorrow

CODY
Tomorrow

HANNAH
Tomorrow.

Lastly Stephen by himself says:

STEPHEN
...Tomorrow.

Juno looks at them like their crazy.
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JUNO
Okay... Got it.

Cody grabs a water bottle and raises it.

CODY
Alright then. Let the fun begin.

CUT TO:

EXT. CABIN - NIGHT

All the siblings (minus Cody) sit around a lit fire pit. 

Awkward silence.

Cody enters the frame holding a bag of marshmallows and 
sticks.

CODY
Marshmallows!

They all light up at that.

MICHAEL
Alright. Nothing better than 
roasting marshmallows.

Cody goes around the circle giving each a marshmallow and a 
stick.

CODY
A man after my own heart. Heh, 
maybe we really are related.

They laugh.

STEPHEN
So, we’ve known each other for a 
bit now, but there’s a lot we still 
don’t know about each other.

They all look at Stephen.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Maybe we should, uh... share some 
stuff.

Cody sits down.

CODY
Yeah, that’s a great idea. Like a 
class orientation. 
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HANNAH
Yeah! I like it. I’ll start.

Hannah gets comfortable in her foldable lawn chair.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
So, I’m from Columbus, Ohio. It’s 
pretty nice. I live there with my 
mom, brother, two rabbits, a bird 
and a cat.

STEPHEN
I have a  cat, too.

HANNAH
That’s awesome. Our’s is named 
Charlie and he’s really cuddly. 

(quick beat)
Oh, and I should probably mention 
that  my brother, Jake, is my true 
sibling, which you guys are related 
to him too. But he’s only 13 which 
is why he’s not here. 

MICHAEL
You have a lot of pets there.

HANNAH
Yeah, I’m studying to be a 
veterinarian right now. I really 
love animals. 

Cody takes out his marshmallow of the fire and eats it.

CODY
(mouthful)

You’re basically a Disney princess.

HANNAH
(giggling)

Yep, that’s me.

Cody raises his hands enthusiastically. 

CODY
Okay! My turn!

Juno starts to get up.

JUNO
If we’re gonna do this, I’m getting 
the alcohol. At least make this 
interesting.
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Juno approaches the cabin. 

MICHAEL
I like the sound of that!

Hannah watches as Juno enters the cabin. She then faces the 
others.

HANNAH
I’ve actually never had alcohol.

MICHAEL
What?

CODY
Oh right, I forgot. You’re only 20. 
The rest of us over 21.

STEPHEN
Do you want to try some?

HANNAH
I don’t know if I should. 

MICHAEL
C’mon, you’re basically 21. If this 
was any other country, you’d be 
able to drink.

Juno returns with drinks.

JUNO
I’m back. Whatcha guys, talkin 
about without me.

CODY
(laughing)

How much you smell.

Cody waves his hand in front of his face. Juno rolls her 
eyes.

JUNO
(sarcastically)

Ha Ha. So funny, Cody.

STEPHEN
We were talking about how Hannah’s 
never had a drink before.

Juno places down the drinks and takes one out.
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JUNO
(excited)

Hannah? The Disney princess has 
never had a drink? Well, we have to 
change that.

Juno takes out a drink for Hannah and gives it to her. The 
rest of them pass around drinks. 

They all take a drink.

Hannah looks around and takes a sip.

She looks grossed out.

HANNAH
Wow, that really does burn going 
down.

They laugh. Cody raises both hands!

CODY
Okay, so back to me!

Cody claps his hands together.

CODY (CONT’D)
Life in Philly is pretty good. I 
live with my two moms and my older 
sister, who has downs syndrome. 
She’s literally the sweetest thing. 
As you can imagine, though, there’s 
a lot of female energy in my house. 

Michael waves his hand at him, as the others laugh.

MICHAEL
Philly’s cool and all, but it’s no 
West Virginia.

CODY
(howling)

Country roads! Take me home!

MICHAEL
Alright, I get it. West Virginia is 
great though. We got some great 
scenery. 

A beat.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
So this whole thing is probably 
extra weird. 

(MORE)
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So apparently my mom and dad had 
trouble conceiving so they opted 
for a sperm donor, then a few years 
later, they had miracle and had 
twins. My little brother and 
sister. They’re annoying but I love 
them.

Cody raises his drink.

CODY
Cheers to that!

Hannah, Michael raise their glasses as well.

MICHAEL
Oh, plus I have a dog, named 
Bailey. She’s cute.

A beat.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
My dad joked that he’ll have to 
fight this guy like male lions over 
their cubs.

They laugh.

HANNAH
(trailing off)

Well, actually, if your dad was a 
male lion, he’d kill you to give 
more resources to his kids...

Their laughter dies and an awkward silence falls on them.

Hannah nervously sips her drink.

CODY
Oooookay.

A beat.

CODY (CONT’D)
Juno? Steven?

Stephen speaks up first.

STEPHEN
Well, for me, it’s just me and my 
mom. Oh and our cat, Whiskers. I 
don’t really have a big family like 
you guys.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
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The others look away with some guilt.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
It’s okay, my mom and I are pretty 
close.

Juno speaks up

JUNO
I’m the same thing. Just my mom, my 
mother, and me. And a cat.

A beat. 

JUNO (CONT’D)
What are we even doing here?

HANNAH
What do you mean?

JUNO
I don’t know. We don’t even know 
who were waiting for. We don’t know 
anything about this guy. What was 
name, even?

STEPHEN
David Foster.

JUNO
David Foster.

A beat.

JUNO (CONT’D)
And who is David Foster?

They acknowledge her point.

JUNO (CONT’D)
We know next to nothing about this 
guy. Where is he even from?

CODY
Good question, actually. Stephen?

Stephen looks at Cody.

STEPHEN
His Facebook said he was from 
Buffalo, New York.
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JUNO
Are we even sure that we have the 
right person.  

HANNAH
He had our number, didn’t he.

CODY
He did.

MICHAEL
Just enjoy the surprise.

JUNO
Surprise? Oh hey, surprise! You 
have a new dad!

MICHAEL
This is just as weird for the rest 
of us. I didn’t even know I was... 

(confused)
adopted... 
until a few years ago. Imagining 
going your whole life thinking you 
know who your parents are and then 
finding it’s only half true.

JUNO
Sorry. This is just really weird.

Juno takes a sip of her drink.

STEPHEN
Hey, we’re all out of our comfort 
zones doing this. 

A beat.

HANNAH
Why don’t we call it a night. This 
alcohol is kinda getting to me. I’m 
a wittle sleepy.

Hannah giggle.

MICHAEL
Wow, such a lightweight.

HANNAH
(jokingly offended)

Hey, this is my first drink. 
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CODY
I think that’s a good idea. Let’s 
get some rest. I’ve got a lot of 
things planned for tomorrow. Plus 
our special guest should be showing 
up.

JUNO
(sarcastic)

Oh joy.

Michael, Hannah, and Cody get up. Stephen and Juno linger a 
little longer. Juno takes a large sip of her drink.

FADE TO:

EXT. CABIN - MORNING

Cody is making pancakes on a griddle outside. Michael sits in 
a chair with his coffee, and Hannah sit besides him with tea. 
Stephen walks out from the cabin with coffee and joins them.

It’s too early to be cheery but somehow Cody finds a way.

CODY
Morning, Stephen!

STEPHEN
(groggy)

Mornin, everyone.

MICHAEL
Morning.

HANNAH
Good morning!

CODY
How’d you sleep?

STEPHEN
Fine, I suppose. I haven’t slept in 
a bed that wasn’t my own in a 
while.

CODY
Sleeping here brings back a lot of 
childhood memories for me.

Cody flips a pancake.
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CODY (CONT’D)
One time, my friends, four of us, 
found a skunk and it sprayed all of 
us. We smelled like that for the 
rest of the trip.

MICHAEL
That happened to me once.

Hannah laughs.

HANNAH
Skunks are cute.

A beat.

Cody places pancakes on a plate for each of them.

They eat in silence.

A beat.

Juno exits the cabin and joins them. She looks dead.

CODY
Aye! We’re all finally awake.

JUNO
No.

CODY
Pancakes?

Juno raises two fingers.

A beat.

STEPHEN
So what are we doing today?

Michael and Hannah shrug. Juno eats her pancakes.

CODY
Uhhhhh...

He thinks for a second. 

CODY (CONT’D)
There’s a ton of stuff to do here.

He stops talking. They wait. 

MICHAEL
Like what? You got fishing?
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CODY
Oh yeah, there’s fishing, there’s 
kayaks, paddle boards, minigolf, 
there’s an arcade, and a hiking 
trail. 

STEPHEN
Arcade sounds nice.

HANNAH
I wanna go kayaking!

Juno is scarfing down pancakes.

JUNO
(mouthful)

I actually like minigolf.

CODY
I’m down for anything, we just have 
to decide.

They all talk over each other.

HANNAH
I think we should go to the 
lake.

JUNO
My vote is for minigolf.

MICHAEL
Yeah, let’s go fishing.

STEPHEN
I vote for the Arcade!

HANNAH
No, kayaking.

CODY
Guys...

They continue to argue.

Stephen stops arguing and looks annoyed.

Cody is trying to control the group, but is failing.

Stephen speaks up above the arguing.

STEPHEN
(shouting)

Wait! Guys!

They quiet and look to him. 

Stephen looks surprised as if he didn’t expect that to work.
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STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Oh! Um... this isn’t working. We 
need to figure out a solution-- one 
that doesn’t involve shouting at 
each other.

They think for a moment.

MICHAEL
Maybe we should split up. Some of 
us do one thing and the other go do 
something else.

CODY
Yeah, that could work. ...Guys?

Juno, Hannah, and Stephen nod in agreement.

HANNAH
I’m okay with that.

STEPHEN
Yeah. That sounds good.

EXT. LAKE

Hannah and Michael stroll along the lake to a pier populated 
by other people on vacation. There’s a rack of kayaks and 
paddle boards, and a stand with fishing gear.

STEPHEN (V.O.) 
Hannah and Michael can go to the 
lake...

EXT. REC HALL

Juno, Stephen, and Cody walk towards the Rec Hall. It’s a 
large cabin on an elevated platform. Multicolor lights shine 
through the windows.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
Juno, Cody, and I will go to the 
arcade. We can meet up at the 
minigolf afterwards.

INT. REC HALL

The three enter. Only half the walls are lined with arcade 
cabinets. There’s air hockey and a pool table. The place 
looks neglected.
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CODY
Huh. It’s smaller than I remember.

Juno walks around the room, inspecting the cabinets. Some are 
retro games, some are cheap knock off’s of more popular 
games.

STEPHEN
When was the last time you were 
here?

Cody thinks.

CODY
Hmmm... when I was like 16.

JUNO
Looks like it hasn’t changed since 
the 80s.

Cody walks up to a pinball machine.

CODY
C’mon it’s not that bad. Look! We 
got some classic pinball machines. 
That’s pretty cool.

Stephen walks over to the air hockey.

Juno examines a specific cabinet. She bends overs and looks 
all around it.

JUNO
How do you-- This thing still take 
quarters?!

Cody walks up to it.

CODY
Oh yeah, these machines are before 
those Dave and Busters credit card 
thingies.

Cody looks around. 

CODY (CONT’D)
There!

He points to a red machine and walks over to it. It’s a coin 
machine. Cody inserts a bill and quarters LOUDLY CLANG into a 
tray. He’s gives quarters to Juno and Stephen and takes some 
for himself.

42.

 



CODY (CONT’D)
What games do you want to play?

EXT. LAKE

Hannah is sitting off the pier with her feet dangling in the 
water. Small fish swim around her feet.

Michael approaches from behind her with a fishing rod. She 
doesn’t notice.

He puts bait on the rod and casts it. It WHIZZES through the 
air.

Hannah sees this and gets up.

HANNAH
No! No, fishing. 

MICHAEL
Why not?

HANNAH
Because it hurts the fish.

MICHAEL
I’m just doing catch and release. 
I’m not going to kill any of them.

HANNAH
I don’t care.

MICHAEL
I’m not going to hurt them.

There’s a tug on the fishing rod. 

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
I think I got something.

HANNAH
Michael!

MICHAEL
What? Now I have to reel it in.

HANNAH
Ugh!

Michael reel in the rod with ease.

He caught a small fish. It flops about on the pier.
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MICHAEL
I got it. I’ll unhook him.

Michael grabs the fish an unhooks and holds it up in his 
hands.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Look at this beauty.

The hook seems to have only pierced the mouth so the fish is 
otherwise unharmed. 

Hannah examines the fish. The scales shine with a slight 
iridescence. 

HANNAH
Wow. These scales...

Hannah strokes the fish with her fingers but suddenly the 
fish springs out of Michael’s hands and flops back into the 
water.

Hannah and Michael both scream in surprise and fall down on 
the pier.

They look at each other in silence for a beat, then laugh.

They help each other up.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
No more finishing, please. 

MICHAEL
Fine. Let’s do the kayaks. Maybe I 
can pretend like we’re actually 
camping.

INT. REC HALL

Cody and Juno go head to head in a fight game, while Stephen 
cheers them on. He seems only half invested in what’s going 
on.

He steps aside and takes out his phone. He goes to the 
messages between him and David Foster. The last conversation 
is Stephen inviting him. 

Stephen types WHAT TIME ARE YOU GETTING HERE???

Stephen hits SEND.
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Cody sees Stephen walking away on his phone and while he’s 
distracted, Juno lands a combo on him and K.O’s his 
character.

JUNO
Yes! I win!

Cody brings his attention back to the game.

CODY
No! That’s not fair. I hit the 
button.

Cody mashes the button a few times to illustrate his point.

Juno walks away proudly.

JUNO
Too bad. I kicked your ass.

Cody looks over at Stephen.

CODY
Hey, Stephen wanna play air hockey?

Stephen turns around to face them.

STEPHEN
Huh? Yeah.

JUNO
I call winner.

Juno walks over to another game cabinet and starts playing.

Cody puts in four quarters to the air hockey machine.

The air jets turn on with a CLANK. No puck falls.

The air jets HUM as they wait a beat.

STEPHEN
Is it broken?

Cody inspect the machine. He walks around the perimeter.

CODY
(cautiously)

No...

He feels inside the slot where the puck falls.

CODY (CONT’D)
I think it’s just stuck.
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STEPHEN
So much for that. You just lost a 
dollar on that. 

CODY
No, I didn’t.

Cody thinks, then heads to the door.

CODY (CONT’D)
Follow me, Steve.

Cody walks outside.

STEPHEN
It’s Stephen!

EXT. REC HALL

Cody walks to the side of the rec hall.

STEPHEN
Cody! Where are you going?

Stephen turns and there’s just woods. No Cody.

CODY (O.S.)
I’m getting a stick.

Stephen looks very confused.

STEPHEN
For what?!

Cody pops out from behind the bushes.

CODY
To get the puck out.

Stephen looks confused, but resigns his arguments.

Stephen quietly waits for Cody.

CODY (O.S.) (CONT’D)
You enjoying this so far?

Stephen looks surprised at the sudden conversation.

STEPHEN
Yeah, I think I am. This is 
definitely not how I was expecting 
to spend my summer.
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CODY (O.S.)
What do you mean?

STEPHEN
Isn’t it obvious? I wasn’t 
expecting to meet four new 
siblings. One day, I’m an only 
child, and the next my family just 
quadrupled.

Cody puts up holding a stick.

CODY
This’ll do.

He walks out from the bushes.

CODY (CONT’D)
My family was already pretty big so 
this isn’t that unfamiliar for me. 
Plus I knew I was from a sperm 
donor for most of my life, so it 
wasn’t a shock either. I’m just 
happy to be here.

They walk up the porch of the rec hall.

STEPHEN
Do you think this will all work 
out?

Cody stops before the door.

CODY
What do you mean?

STEPHEN
I mean... do we’ll all... I don’t 
know... be a family now? I mean we 
didn’t even know each other existed 
a little while ago, after this 
weekend, it could just go back to 
that.

CODY
It sounds like you don’t want that.

STEPHEN
No... I don’t know. I’ve just never 
had a big family like this before. 
When the donor contacted us, I 
thought it was our chance to really 
solidify this... thing. I really 
hope he shows up.
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Cody looks at Stephen. 

CODY
I’m sure he will. Let me kick your 
ass in air hockey.

EXT. LAKE

Michael and Hannah are on a kayak in the middle of the lake. 

Hannah looks excited; Michael looks content.

HANNAH
See! Isn’t this so much better than 
fishing.

MICHAEL
It is pretty relaxing, actually.

HANNAH
I love being in harmony with nature 
rather than competing with it. Do 
you hunt too?

MICHAEL
No, my dad does though. He took me 
a few times, but I didn’t have the 
stomach for it though.

HANNAH
Me neither. I hate hunting. It’s 
cruel.

They row in silence.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
What do you think he looks like?

Michael comes out of a daze.

MICHAEL
Huh?

HANNAH
The donor. What do you think he 
looks like?

MICHAEL
Probably like us.

HANNAH
Well duh! But like what 
specifically? 
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MICHAEL
He’ll probably look like a totally 
average person. I can’t imagine 
he’ll look like a famous person.

HANNAH
You know, I used to imagine my 
sperm donor was a celebrity. Like 
George Clooney.

Hannah laughs.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
All we have is that low rez picture 
on Facebook. I want to know what 
he’s like. Is he nice? Is he cool? 
Does he have a dog?

MICHAEL
When he gets here we can ask him.

HANNAH
I can’t wait that long.

MICHAEL
I’ll be honest, I’m not too sure I 
want to meet him.

Hannah stop rowing and looks back at him.

HANNAH
What? What do you mean you don’t 
want to meet him?

MICHAEL
I don’t know this guy. He’s not my 
father. Besides, what if he’s a 
creep, or an asshole?

HANNAH
How can you say that?

MICHAEL
Easy. I already have a dad. I don’t 
need another.

HANNAH
You don’t even know him, how can 
you judge?

MICHAEL
He’s a total stranger. Stephen 
invited this guy without even 
talking to him.
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HANNAH
I don’t know if you realized, but 
we’re basically strangers.

She motions between them with her hand. Michael scoffs.

MICHAEL
I know a hell of a lot more about 
you or the others, than I do about 
him.

HANNAH
At least give him a chance.

MICHAEL
Why should I?

Michael leans back and the boat rocks.

HANNAH
Be careful.

MICHAEL
I don’t owe him anything.

He rocks the boat.

HANNAH
Michael. The boat!

They both lose their balance and the boat flips over.

SPLASH!

Hannah and Michael bob on the surface. Hannah is laughing. 
She splashes water at Michael.

They both climb back into the boat.

MICHAEL
I’m so sorry.

HANNAH
(still laughing)

It’s totally okay.

A beat as they regain their bearings.

MICHAEL
Why are you so excited to see this 
guy?

She thinks on that.
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HANNAH
I don’t know. My mom always told me 
to see the good in everyone and to 
find the excitement in life. So 
that’s what I’m doing.

MICHAEL
You have a very positive outlook on 
life.

Hannah smiles.

CUT TO:

INT. REC HALL

Stephen and Juno face off at air hockey while Cody cheers 
them on!

CODY
Avenge me, Juno!

JUNO
Shut up, Cody. You’re distracting 
me!

The puck flies back and forth. CLANK! CLANK!

CODY
C’mon! Juno!

Juno turns her head to yell at Cody.

JUNO
Cody, shut up!

Stephen whacks the puck and it flies in Juno’s goal.

Stephen wins.

CODY
And Stephen wins!

Cody runs over to him and raises his hands.

Juno tosses the puck in frustration.

CODY (CONT’D)
Stephen is our air hockey champion!

JUNO
I would have won if you weren’t 
distracting me!
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STEPHEN
Hey guys, it’s just a game. No need 
to get upset.

CODY
Oh, you’re just being modest.

Cody pats him on the chest.

Juno takes out her phone.

JUNO
Let’s start heading over to 
minigolf.

CODY
Sounds good. 

STEPHEN
Mmhmm.

JUNO
I’ll text the other two.

Juno texts Hannah and Michael, as the three of them leave.

CODY
Maybe I’ll win at minigolf.

EXT. REC HALL / CAMPGROUND PATH

Juno, Cody, and Stephen exit the Rec Hall and make their way 
down a dirt path.

They walk in silence.

A beat.

JUNO
You think he’ll actually show up?

Stephen and Cody look confused.

STEPHEN
What do you mean?

Juno turns to look at him. She speaks with deliberate intent.

JUNO
Do you think he’ll show up? 

STEPHEN
He should.
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CODY
Yeah, why wouldn’t he?

JUNO
I don’t know. I don’t have much 
faith in strange men.

CODY
That seems fair.

STEPHEN
He’s not that strange.

JUNO
We know nothing about this guy. Why 
are you so... defensive of him? You 
were the first one to want to 
invite him.

STEPHEN
Because he’s our father. Aren’t you 
curious about him.

JUNO
Nope. Couldn’t care less. 

An awkward silence falls.

CODY
I think we should just relax a bit. 
We’re all related, right? Family?

Cody wraps his arms around them.

Juno rolls her eyes and shrugs Cody off of her.

JUNO
Related, yes. Family...

She walks ahead of them.

CODY
You okay, Juno?

JUNO
Yeah. You guys are nice and all, 
but family... 

Juno awkwardly laughs.

JUNO (CONT’D)
Let’s just get to the minigolf.

Cody looks at Stephen sympathetically.
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EXT. CAMPGROUND

Juno, Stephen, and Cody see the Minigolf course in the 
distance.  

Cody runs towards it.

CODY
I’ll get the putts.

Cody runs off to the building next to the course.

Juno and Stephen stand there in silence.

STEPHEN
Why don’t you trust him.

Juno looks confused.

JUNO
Who? Cody?

STEPHEN
No. The donor. Our father.

Juno sucks her teeth.

JUNO
I thought we dropped this. He’s not 
our father. He provided the sperm 
and that’s it.

STEPHEN
Have you really never been 
interested in your ancestry or 
something? There’s a whole side of 
you you’ve never met.

JUNO
I know my ancestry. My mom is 
Italian and my mother is Jewish.

STEPHEN
Does that ever get confusing?

JUNO
Holidays?

STEPHEN
No, the mom and mother thing?

JUNO
Oh, uh, not really. I sometimes 
like to confuse them though.
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They share a small laugh.

Cody runs back with five putts and golf balls.

CODY
Alright, now we just gotta wait 
for...

Michael and Hannah approach the others. The two are damp.

CODY (CONT’D)
What happened to you two?

Michael and Hannah shrug.

EXT. MINIGOLF COURSE

The five of them take up positions around the course and take 
turns on the green. Michael and Hannah are still damp.

Cody putts first. They take turns.

Michael is surprisingly good at minigolf.

CODY
Michael, do you play often?

MICHAEL
I’ve played real golf a few times. 
I guess there’s some crossover.

CODY
No kidding.

Stephen is up, then Hannah, then Juno.

CODY (CONT’D)
So how’s everyone enjoying the 
campgrounds.

MICHAEL
I wish it was a little more... 
rustic, but otherwise it’s 
enjoyable.

HANNAH
Yeah, I love being out with nature. 
And you guys are a pretty fun bunch 
too.
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STEPHEN
I’m definitely enjoying myself. I 
haven’t hung out with a friend 
group since high school.

HANNAH
Same, it’s hard staying in touch 
with people when you all go to 
different school.

STEPHEN
Yeah...

JUNO
I guess, this is a little more fun 
than I thought.

CODY
Oh really? Miss I’m too cool.

Juno rolls her eyes.

CODY (CONT’D)
You’re up.

Cody bows and she walks up to the course.

She putts but just barely misses the hole.

She groans in frustration.

CODY (CONT’D)
Oh, so close.

JUNO
(half joking)

I take that back. This place sucks. 
I should have made that!

Cody laughs.

A beat.

Hannah checks the time on her phone.

A beat. She looks hestitant to speak up.

HANNAH
So... When do you think he’ll get 
here?

Cody takes out his phone to check the time.
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CODY
I don’t know. Probably soon.

Michael, while putting, speaks up.

MICHAEL
Why does every conversation we have 
have to relate to him?

JUNO
Thank you.

Michael finishes his stroke and turns to the group.

MICHAEL
I thought we came here to focus on 
each other. Can we do that?

(quick beat)
Your turn, Stephen.

Stephen sets up. His attention is on his stroke.

STEPHEN
So, how do we focus on each other? 
The main thing we have in common is 
him.

MICHAEL
That’s not true.

Stephen putts and the ball lands in the hole.

CODY
No, but it is a major thing. It’s 
kinda the reason we’re all here.

Hannah’s turn.

HANNAH
Hey, guys, let’s just focus on the 
game.

JUNO
No, this is interesting. Keep 
going.

STEPHEN
I don’t understand you guys.

MICHAEL
Of course not.

CODY
What’s that supposed to mean?
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Juno is laughing.

MICHAEL
You guys keep acting like this guy 
is some celebrity.

STEPHEN
Well sorry I didn’t grow up with a 
dad like you. 

Michael sucks his teeth.

MICHAEL
Don’t make it about that.

STEPHEN
What else is it about?

Hannah approaches them to try and break them up.

HANNAH
Guys. Stop. I’m sorry.

Juno approaches 

JUNO
No, it is about that.

MICHAEL
What?

CODY
Guys. I think we should just chill. 
Take a breather.

HANNAH
Yeah, please. We shouldn’t be 
fighting.

Michael and Stephen silently back down.

Juno steps up to putt. 

She swings too hard and the ball bounces hard against the 
edge and flies out of the course and into the bushes.

CODY
Oops. Out of bounds.

Juno looks angry, but Cody ignores this.
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EXT/INT. GENERAL STORE - LATER

They walk from the golf course in silence the main building, 
carrying the putters and balls.

They enter the store one by one. 

They awkwardly hand the equipment to Cody, and he gives them 
to the worker.

The other siblings disperse around the general store.

Each of them are looking at vastly different things. Fishing 
gear, toys, alcohol, etc.

Each of them are making an effort to avoid each other.

The EMPLOYEE, a kind, middle aged woman, rings up their 
items.

EMPLOYEE
Hey, how you kids doing?

They grumble. 

Cody approaches with a package of OREOS. He places the 
cookies on the table.

CODY
Sorry. We got into a bit of fight 
outside earlier.

EMPLOYEE
Oh? You guys family or just 
friends?

Cody looks at the others.

They don’t respond.

CODY
It’s complicated.

The employee looks at them with an odd expression.

Stephen is the last to pay. 

STEPHEN
Thanks for the advice.

The five start the walk away.
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EXT. GENERAL STORE

They all begin to leave, but Stephen notices something to his 
left.

In a lot besides the store is multiple small go karts with 
pedals attached to the wheels.

STEPHEN
Hey guys, check it out.

The others stop and looks.

MICHAEL
What’s that?

CODY
Oh, the pedal karts. I forget about 
these. They were really fun when I 
was a kid.

STEPHEN
Wanna race?

EXT. CAMPGROUNDS 

They all line up in tbe pedal karts in the road. The sun is 
nearly setting.

CODY
On the count of three.

A beat.

CODY (CONT’D)
One. Two.

Cody races off.

CODY (CONT’D)
Three!

MICHAEL
Hey! No fair.

And the others follow after him.

MONTAGE

- Sun is turning vibrant colors.

- The five of them race through the dirt paths of the 
campground.
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- Cody is in the lead, and Juno is in the back.

- They pass the Rec Hall.

CODY
This way!

- They turn down a forested path.

- They pass mobile homes and RV.

- They pass families playing sports.

- They enter a new area of the camp and pass a playground.

MICHAEL
Is that a hill?

- In the distance, there’s a sloping hill.

CODY
Hell yeah.

- Cody leads them the hill. 

- He pedals faster going up.

CODY (CONT’D)
Just ride down.

- Cody rolls over the hill and glides down gaining speed.

- Michael tries to continue pedalling, but it’s too fast and 
he lifts his feet off the pedals.

- Juno lowers her body, and flies past everyone.

- They pass by more cabins. 

- Families wave to them as they pass by.

- They almost collide with a group of cyclists.

- They pass their own cabin. 

- They pass some kids on a golf cart.

- They start racing them to the end of the road.

- It close, but the golf cart wins.

- They turn away and wave goodbye.

- They turn onto a long straight paved path.

61.

 



- They cruise casually down it.

STEPHEN
Watch this!

- Stephen speeds up.

- He tries to drift and makes a sharp turn.

- His kart tips over.

- The others drive past, laughing.

- Stephen rejoins them, but driving backwards.

- They all laugh.

END

CUT TO:

EXT. CABIN - NIGHT

They all sit around the fire pit. Michael desperately tries 
to light it. 

Juno is drinking a frozen cocktail she got at the general 
store

JUNO
I totally won that.

Michael is trying to start a ire

MICHAEL
Not even close.

Hannah leans down the help him. 

They mess around with the logs and dried leaves.

JUNO
What are you talking about? 

CODY
I think it’s pretty clear I won, 
actually. Thank you very much.

Stephen sits next to Cody, who’s eating cookies.

Cody leans over to Stephen.
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CODY (CONT’D)
This is why we have an electric 
fire pit at home.

STEPHEN
I’ve never had a fire pit.

CODY
What? They’re great. We use our’s 
like everyday. Even in the winter.

Stephen looks impressed.

Suddenly, warm light washes over his face.

Michael and Hannah managed to light the fire.

HANNAH
FIRE!

They cheer.

CODY
Alright, s’mores time.

Cody gets up and passes around marshmallows and sticks.

Stephen roast his marshmallow. 

After it catches fire, he blows it out and grabs two Oreos 
and smears it between them.

Cody looks at him with shock and awe. Juno and Michael look 
horrified.

MICHAEL
What in god’s name are you doing to 
that marshmallow?

CODY
It’s genius.

Stephen is surprised.

STEPHEN
I don’t know. I thought it’d be 
good. I like it.

Immediately, Cody goes to make one for himself.

He takes his marshmallow and puts it between two cookies.

Cody MOANS with satisfaction.
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CODY
That’s really good!

HANNAH
Let me try.

Stephen passes her two Oreos.

She tries it, and also enjoys it.

Juno rolls her eyes at the situation.

JUNO
Way too much chocolate.

She eats her marshmallow without chocolate or a graham 
cracker.

They other continue to talk but their voice FADE OUT to 
Stephen and the audience.

BUZZ

Stephen takes out his phone.

INSERT: It’s 9:30 p.m. 1 message from MOM

Mom: How’s camping going? Having fun? Has the donor arrived 
yet?

BUZZ

Suddenly, another message comes in. From DAVID FOSTER.

It reads: Sorry, I couldn’t make it today. Some things came 
up and I wasn’t able to drive down. I’ll try to make it for 
tomorrow. Can’t wait to see you guys!

Stephen looks disappointed.

They others notice this.

HANNAH
Stephen? Are you okay?

Stephen snaps back to reality.

STEPHEN
Huh? Oh, yeah. I’m fine. It’s 
just...

CODY
Just what?
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Stephen is reluctant to speak.

STEPHEN
The donor’s not coming tonight.

Their moods instantly change.

CODY
Oh...

JUNO
(angry)

I knew it.

MICHAEL
Hey, let’s... not jump to 
conclusions. Stephen, how come?

STEPHEN
He just texted me. He said he was 
too busy. He said he’ll try again 
tomorrow.

HANNAH
Too busy?

Cody sits down, disappointedly.

CODY
Damn. He was supposed to come 
today.

STEPHEN
Sorry, guys.

Juno sips her cocktail. 

JUNO
Are you guys really surprised?

HANNAH
What are you talking about?

JUNO
We. Don’t. Know. This. Guy. He just 
as easily could never show up. He 
has no obligation here.

STEPHEN
But he said he would.

JUNO
So? That doesn’t mean anything, 
Stephen. People lie.
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MICHAEL
She’s right. I didn’t have high 
expectations about this. 

HANNAH
Seriously?

CODY
You too, Michael.

MICHAEL
Listen guys, it was a long shot 
from the beginning. I know you guys 
wanted to see him, but he could 
literally be anyone. I’m kinda glad 
he didn’t show up.

Stephen stands up.

HANNAH
Michael, I thought we talked about 
this.

MICHAEL
I know, but what would happen if he 
actually showed up?

CODY
I was hoping we’d all start a big 
game of catch.

STEPHEN
Wait, guys. This isn’t over. He 
said he’s going to come tomorrow.

JUNO
Just like he said he’ll come today.

STEPHEN
He said something came up.

MICHAEL
Did he even say what?

Stephen is at a loss for words.

JUNO
He doesn’t even bother to give a 
real excuse.

HANNAH
It’s no one fault here.
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JUNO
I’m not blaming any one but Mr. 
Donor.

(to Stephen)
I don’t understand why you so hard 
set on this.

Cody looks to Stephen. Stephen bites his lip.

MICHAEL
Is it about what you said at the 
golf course?

HANNAH
Let’s not get too personal.

JUNO
Hey, I thought we’re “family”? 
Let’s get personal.

STEPHEN
No, you’re right. It is about that.

Cody and the other look surprised.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Yeah, you guys grew up with bigger 
families than me. Everyone I knew 
growing up had siblings or cousin 
they could hang out with, but for 
me... I’m an only child with a 
single mom. I didn’t really have 
anyone.

A beat.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
I thought this was my chance. Yah 
know, to have a big family. A few 
months ago, we didn’t even know 
each other existed. I don’t want to 
go back to that.

HANNAH
Stephen...

Michael looks stoic.

JUNO
So what? This is just wish 
fulfillment for you?

STEPHEN
What? No. It’s more than that.--
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JUNO
That’s what it sounds like.

CODY
Juno. Knock it off.

MICHAEL
Juno’s got a point. 

STEPHEN
Hey, I asked you guys if it was 
cool to invite him and you guys 
never said anything. We all agreed.

MICHAEL
We didn’t really have much time to 
think it over.

JUNO
(to Stephen)

You invited this guy for 
yourself.

HANNAH
Why can’t you guys just get 
along. 

STEPHEN
Sorry, Juno. Sorry I want 
some kind of relationship. 
I’m sorry you don’t.

MICHAEL
Not everything is perfect, 
Hannah.

JUNO
He doesn’t care about us. How do 
you not get that?

STEPHEN
You don’t know that.

Cody speaks up to himself, but loud enough so that the others 
can hear.

CODY
At least we got the sibling 
bickering down.

JUNO
Shut up, Cody. You’re so annoying. 
You’re not funny.

HANNAH
Juno!

JUNO
That’s it. I’m done here.

Juno gets up and walks away from the cabin.
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STEPHEN
Me too.

Stephen walks inside the cabin.

SLAM!

Michael passes around the fire.

Hannah gets up and follows Juno.

Cody slumps in his chair.

CODY
That didn’t go very well.

CUT TO:

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

Juno is alone leaning against a tree, breathing deeply, 
trying to calm down.

Hannah is approaching from further beyond.

HANNAH
(shouting)

Juno?

Hannah doesn’t see Juno. Hannah keeps walking down the path.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
Juno?

Hannah sees Juno.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
Juno! There you are.

Hannah takes a moment and looks around.

There’s FIREFLIES floating around them. CRICKETS chirp in the 
bushes. The STARS and MOON shine bright over the trees, and 
the MILKY WAY is slightly visible. It’s beautiful.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
It’s really pretty out tonight, 
huh?

Juno looks up.

JUNO
I guess so.
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A beat.

JUNO (CONT’D)
Listen, I didn’t mean to lash out 
like that. 

HANNAH
It’s okay. I’m just making sure 
you’re okay.

JUNO
You wanted him to come, right.

Hannah thinks for a beat.

HANNAH
Yeah. I was looking forward to 
meeting him. I get what Stephen is 
saying. I didn’t have a dad growing 
up, so I kinda want to know what 
it’s like, yah know.

JUNO
I really don’t actually. I’m 
perfectly fine with how my family 
is. I don’t want it to change.

HANNAH
That’s fair. That’s totally fair.

JUNO
And Stephen doesn’t have the right 
to force that change.

HANNAH
Yeah, but...

JUNO
He invited the donor for himself 
without thinking about how it would 
affect the rest of us.

HANNAH
Juno.

Hannah puts her hands on her. Juno quiets.

HANNAH (CONT’D)
I know I’m not gonna change your 
mind on this, but it doesn’t really 
matter anymore. He’s not coming 
today. He’s probably not coming 
tomorrow either.
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Juno looks away.

JUNO
Sorry.

HANNAH
Let’s just get back to the cabin.

The two girls turn back.

CUT TO:

INT. CABIN - STEPHEN’S ROOM

Stephen sits at the edge of his bed on his phone. Michael and 
Cody stand in the doorway. Stephen doesn’t react to them.

Cody nudges Michael.

Michael awkwardly walks in.

MICHAEL
Umm... Stephen.

Stephen doesn’t look up.

STEPHEN
Mmhmm?

MICHAEL
Um...

Michael looks back to Cody.

Cody glares at him.

Michael turns to Stephen, and before he opens his mouth...

STEPHEN
Just leave me alone. I don’t need 
your pity right now.

MICHAEL
Listen, man. I’m not trying to pity 
you. 

Michael turns to Cody, then back at Stephen.

MICHAEL (CONT’D)
I realize we probably shouldn’t end 
like that.
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STEPHEN
It’s fine. It’s clear we came here 
with different intentions.

Michael looks down.

MICHAEL
Yeah, I guess we did.

Michael stands there for a beat, then leaves the room.

Cody lingers in the doorway.

A beat.

CODY
I thought it was a nice idea.

Cody leaves.

Stephen sits alone in his room. 

He lays flat on his bed.

A beat

Stephen grabs his phone and calls Cassie.

Still laying down, he brings the phone to his ear.

CASSIE (V.O.)
Hey, how’s it going?

Stephen lets out a deep sigh.

CASSIE (V.O.)
Not good, huh?

Stephen sits up.

STEPHEN
It’s not exactly how I pictured 
this going.

INT. CASSIE’S LIVING ROOM

Cassie’s little cousin run around in the background as they 
play with Cassie’s siblings.

CASSIE
I’m sorry, baby.
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INTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATION

Stephen gets up and paces.

STEPHEN
It’s okay.

Cassie gets up and stand away from the others.

CASSIE
It can’t be that bad.

STEPHEN
It’s definitely not going good. 
Maybe this was a mistake.

CASSIE
No, this is what you wanted. Don’t 
give up on it.

STEPHEN
I really tried to make this work.

CASSIE
It’s not over yet. You still have 
one more day left, right.

STEPHEN
Yeah, but I don’t what else to do.

CASSIE
Maybe you got to try a different 
approach.

Stephen wanders the bedroom.

STEPHEN
What do you mean?

Cassie cousins continue playing in the background.

CASSIE
Maybe you got to look at this from 
another perspective.

A beat still on Cassie.

CASSIE (CONT’D)
Maybe you’re looking for the wrong 
thing.

Stephen ponders this for a beat.

CUT TO:
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EXT. CABIN - MORNING

The sun rises over the cabin.

INT. CABIN - HALLWAY

Stephen walks through the hallway of the cabin KNOCKING on 
each of the bedrooms and waking up the others.

STEPHEN
Wake up, guys! I have something 
planned today.

Michael steps out into the hall. 

MICHAEL
It’s way too early for this...

Stephen ignores this and continues downstairs.

INT. LIVING ROOM

Stephen packs up some bags with survivalist equipment; 
anything they have on hand.

The other siblings follows down the stairs.

HANNAH
Stephen are you okay?

JUNO
Are you gonna explain what’s going 
on.

Stephen keeps packing. 

STEPHEN
We’re gonna do something together.

He turns around to face them.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
We’re going on a hike.

They groan.

CODY
It’s too early.

JUNO
Can we at least have breakfast 
first.
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Stephen looks slightly annoyed.

STEPHEN
Fine. Fine.

CUT TO:

The five of them sit around a table eating pancakes in 
silence. 

Stephen eats faster than any of them. 

He slams his fork on the table.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Okay! Let’s go!

The others groan.

EXT. CAMPGROUNDS

INSERT: Map board of the campgrounds

Stephen inspects it, unsure of what he’s looking at.

STEPHEN
Um... Cody. 

CODY
Hmm?

STEPHEN
Where are we?

Cody steps up.

CODY
Umm... Here.

Cody point to the cabins.

CODY (CONT’D)
And the nearest hiking trail is... 
here.

Cody’s finger glides across the map to a forested area.

STEPHEN
Alright. So that’s where we’re 
headed.

Stephen turns around to face the group.
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Juno raises her hand.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Yes?

JUNO
Why are we doing this?

STEPHEN
Because it’s our last full day here 
and we still haven’t spent a full 
day together.

Stephen looks at them.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
So we doing this?

No one objects. 

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Okay then.

Stephen walks off screen.

EXT. HIKING TRAIL

They stand at the start of the hiking trail.

There are other families around participating in the hiking 
trail.

Nearby is an information center.

A friendly looking PARK RANGER approaches them from that 
direction.

PARK RANGER
You kids, alright. Need any help?

Stephen looks around.

STEPHEN
Um... no, we should be good.

CODY
Actually, do you have a map, we 
could use one.

STEPHEN
Yeah, a map.
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PARK RANGER
Oh no. We don’t have any maps to 
hand out. You’ll see map boards on 
the trail though.

CODY
Oh, okay. Thank you.

PARK RANGER
No problem, young man.

The five start heading down the trail.

PARK RANGER (CONT’D)
Be careful out there. And stay on 
the path!

EXT. HIKING TRAIL

The five of them make their way down the hiking trail with 
Stephen in the front and Juno in the back.

They walk the trail with very little people around them.

JUNO
So what’s the point here?

Hannah gestures around them.

HANNAH
To enjoy nature... right guys?

MICHAEL
I’m enjoying myself. 

STEPHEN
The point is to do something 
together. 

CODY
Yeah, because nothing says 
togetherness like walking through 
the woods in silence.

Stephen sighes.

STEPHEN
C’mon. Let’s try to enjoy this.

They walk for a beat.

JUNO
Oh look a tree.
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A beat.

JUNO (CONT’D)
Oh wow. Another.

Stephen looks annoyed.

JUNO (CONT’D)
Whoa. A rock.

Stephen turns to look at her.

STEPHEN
Can you at least try--

He’s cut off my the sound of leaves RUSTLING.

There’s no other hikers around.

CODY
What was that?

More RUSTLING.

They look nervous.

Suddenly, out of the underbrush a DOE appears. 

HANNAH
(whispering)

Whoa! A doe.

CODY
(whispering)

Beautiful.

The doe crosses the hiking path several yards in front of 
them.

JUNO
That’s actually pretty cool.

The doe gallops off into the woods.

STEPHEN
See maybe this hike won’t be so bad 
after all.

FADE TO:

EXT. FOREST

In the distance, behind some trees is a crumbling stone wall. 
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CODY
Hey, check that out.

Cody points to the wall, then he walks into the woods towards 
it.

HANNAH
Hey, aren’t we supposed to be 
keeping on the path?

JUNO
That seems interesting.

Juno follows Cody.

Stephen thinks for a moment. He then follows them off the 
path.

Michael groans then follows.

Hannah looks annoyed and shocked at them. 

HANNAH
Ugh.

She follows them as well.

CUT TO:

Cody stands on top of the stone wall and walks across it.

MICHAEL
This looks incredibly old.

Juno climbs up and balances on it as well. 

Hannah observes the flowers growing out of it. 

HANNAH
This is actually really pretty.

She takes out her phone and takes photos of the them on the 
wall.

INSERT: photos

At first, they look caught off guard, then they look awkward, 
like they don’t want to get too close to each other. In the 
last photo, they are following the length of the wall.

EXT. FOREST - CONTINUOUS

Cody jumps off the wall. He sees an old well in the distance.
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CODY
Yo, check this out.

He runs up to the well.

MICHAEL
Whoa.

JUNO
That’s cool.

The others follow behind.

Cody circles around it. 

He shouts down into it.

CODY
(echoes)

Hello!

JUNO
Watch out there’s no one down 
there.

CODY
That would be cool if there were 
any zombies down there.

HANNAH
I disagree.

STEPHEN
I agree with her.

Juno takes out here phone and turns on the flashlight.

The well is deep. There’s water at the bottom.

CODY
Think anyone uses this?

MICHAEL
Probably not. That’s probably just 
rainwater down there.

They all stare at it curiously. Cody takes a step back and he 
looses his footing and slides down a cliff.

CODY
Ahhh!!

STEPHEN
Cody!
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MICHAEL
Cody!

Juno tries to grab him but misses.

HANNAH
Oh my god!

They all go to the edge and look.

Cody is only a few meters down, propped against a log, on a 
much larger slope. 

Cody is breathing heavily.

CODY
Ahh! Guys!

STEPHEN
Are you okay?

CODY
I think I’m okay. Just hurts a 
little.

MICHAEL
Can you climb back up?

Cody strains himself to try to climb up. He slips again.

Hannah reaches out her hand. It barely reaches.

HANNAH
Someone hold me.

Michael grabs her waist. 

She can reach a little further but...

Michael foot slips.

Juno and Stephen catch him and pull him and Hannah back up.

STEPHEN
This ground is way too slippery.

CODY (O.S.)
Are you guys okay.

HANNAH
Yeah, just stay there. We’ll get 
you up.

They walk away from the ledge.
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HANNAH (CONT’D)
Holy shit, what do we do?

MICHAEL
Not panic first of all.

Juno checks her phone. 

JUNO
No signal.

MICHAEL
Dammit.

STEPHEN
What do we have on us?

They check their bags. 

They take out a variety of things but nothing useful.

JUNO
Nothing.

CODY (O.S.)
I don’t mean to rush you, but I 
would very much not like to be here 
right now.

JUNO
We’re trying! 

They look around. 

Hannah grabs a large branch.

HANNAH
Can we use this?

The others grab it and precariously lean over the ledge and 
try to reach Cody.

Cody tries to reach for it. It’s just out of reach.

The four of them struggle against each other to hold it.

MICHAEL
You’re in my way.

JUNO
You’re pushing me.

Cody tries jumping for the branch.
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He grabs it but pulls it out of their hands. The branch goes 
plummeting down the slope. 

CRUNCH!

It breaks apart when it hits a rock further below.

The four reflexively fall back.

MICHAEL
Dammit. 

STEPHEN
Guys, we have to work together 
here.

Stephen looks up at the well and see there’s still rope wound 
up in the mechanism.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Rope.

Stephen gets up.

MICHAEL
Huh?

STEPHEN
Rope. 

He grab the spun up rope.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
There’s still rope here. We can use 
this.

HANNAH
That’s a good idea.

Stephen struggles against it.

STEPHEN
Come and help me with this.

The others help pull out the rope.

SNAP!

The rope comes undone.

They grab the rope and pull it.

They send it over the ledge, but it doesn’t reach.
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JUNO
Dammit. Too short.

CODY
Can you cut it?

Michael digs through his pockets and pulls out a pocket 
knife.

He approaches the well and cuts through the rope.

They all hold on to it and lower it to Cody. 

He grabs on to the rope.

CODY (CONT’D)
I got it.

They four pull him up, but Hannah, in the front, slips and 
the rope drops a few feet with Cody still holding to it.

Michael, in the back grabs the well itself and pulls the 
other back

Hannah manages to not fall the whole way and is able to climb 
back up.

They manage to pull Cody back onto the ledge.

They all lay on the ground, panting, covered in dirt.

CODY (CONT’D)
(laughing)

Holy shit. That was crazy.

They all let out a laugh to ease the tension.

INT. CABIN - NIGHT

They enter the cabin and help Cody to the couch. 

They stand around awkwardly.

MICHAEL
It’s late. We should probably get 
packed a little for tomorrow.

CODY
Yeah, checkout is at twelve.

Michael starts to grab the bags.
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HANNAH
He never came.

Michael stops. They take that in and hang their heads.

MICHAEL
No, he didn’t.

JUNO
Did he even say why?

Stephen gets his phone.

INSERT: Phone

There’s no new messages.

STEPHEN
(defeated)

No. He didn’t even text anything.

They look defeated.

JUNO
Dammit. I knew this would happen.

They quietly go their separate ways to pack some of there 
belongs.

Stephen sits on the couch next to Cody.

CODY
You did all you could.

STEPHEN
I just wanted us to... be a family.

Cody gets up and goes to the stairs.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Maybe we’re not a family.

CODY
Huh?

Cody stops and turns to him.

CODY (CONT’D)
What do you mean?

Stephen sits up.
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STEPHEN
I thought the donor and a few genes 
would suddenly make us family. I 
was wrong. That doesn’t make us 
family.

CODY
But isn’t that want you wanted?

STEPHEN
I was, and I still want that, but I 
realized something.

Cody looks confused.

Stephen stands up.

STEPHEN (CONT’D)
Screw the donor. We don’t need him. 
He’s not gonna make us a family. 
Our genes aren’t gonna make us a 
family.

CODY
You’re starting to sound like Juno.

STEPHEN
Maybe she’s right. We’ve lived our 
entire lives without him. Him 
showing up isn’t gonna change 
anything.

Cody thinks.

CODY
So you’ve given up. 

STEPHEN
No, I’m just looking at this from a 
new perspective. We’re not family. 
Not yet. And that’s okay.

FADE TO:

EXT. CABIN - MORNING

The five siblings pack their cars to go home. 

They don’t look to happy about it.

Stephen exits with his bags.
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STEPHEN (V.O.)
This trip didn’t go the way I 
hoped.

Hannah comes out after.

She almost drops her bags, but Stephen catches them.

STEPHEN
Careful.

HANNAH
Thanks.

Stephen goes to his car, opens the trunk, puts his bags in 
and close it.

Cody is standing next to him as his closes the trunk.

STEPHEN
Hey, Cody. How you doing?

CODY
I’m doing okay. Just a little 
bruised. Nothing broken.

STEPHEN
That’s good.

They look at the cabin.

CODY
I’m really happy we did this. Maybe 
we can make it an annual thing?

STEPHEN
Maybe.

Cody walks to his car.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
I may not have walked away with a 
new family, but...

We see the other siblings pack their cars.

STEPHEN (V.O.)
I did get four new friends.

Stephen goes to each of his siblings and give them a hug 
goodbye.
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MONTAGE

- He gets in his car alone.

- He checks his phone one more time

- No texts from the donor.

- He texts him that they’re leaving.

- He watches the other sibling drive away.

- He finally drives away from the campgrounds.

- He arrives home. 

- His mom and cat are waiting for him.

- He unloads the car.

END MONTAGE

INT. STEPHEN’S BEDROOM

He’s unpacking his belongs when suddenly he gets a text.

He looks at it. It’s from Cody.

INSERT: Phone - “get online”

Stephen looks confused.

Stephen opens his computer and opens video chat.

Cody, Michael, Hannah, and Juno cheer as they see his face.

CODY
Alright, now that everyone’s 
finally here, we can finally play 
some games!

Stephen smiles.

THE END.
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