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Abstract: Fear used as a key by politicians to send a country off to war has been a key element 

overlooked for centuries. Fear and unresolved issues often lead to conflict that have been bottled 

up and are extremely dangerous and costly. Fear is a predisposed trait that the politicians use to 

manipulate the people into fearing not only for their lives but for their families. A scapegoat was 

first used to justify the loss of a war unitil fear would make it so the people were unable to turn 

back. It is toxic emotion that caused the death of millions.  People still question whether 

President George W. Bush was a great leader who helped bring America together while an act of 

war was placed on our soil on 9/11 or if he was the leader who started one of the longest wars in 

history. Which set a country into spiral of hatred for a religion which was used as propaganda to 

influence the people to go to war. I by no means compare President Bush to the Mass Murder 

Adolf Hitler. It was to explore the social view on leaders both pre and post war, as they pulled 

their citizens into a war that was unknown to them. Every war cost a country, not just financially 

but cost the trust of the citizens as well. Trust can be lost in a war where countless lives were lost 

just to prove a point.  
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Since Man began, Man used fear to influence the way people think. Used along with 

radical ideas to gain power. Fear can be used for good and bad. Throughout this study, you will 

find why people are predisposed to fear. You will see how the government uses fear to not only 

influence war but keep a mask over groups of people to prevent desertion during the war and to 

prevent war guilt. When looking into the subconscious mind and social patterns determinations 

have been made about why people fear certain people over others. Leslie Zebrowitz uncovers the 

reason behind why we listen to people based on facial features even if we do not agree with the 

political campaign. As we have seen through history, we do not have much to say when it comes 

to picking our politicians. The people may have rights to vote. Although, the Electoral College 

has the ultimate vote, it is up to these people to read the facial expressions of the politician 

during their speeches to find deceitfulness. Zebrowitz explores the seven facial expressions that a 

neurotypical person would be able to assume. Zebrowitz studied infants to see if they would be 

able to persuade perceive different facial reactions. It is hard to be able to tell which emotion the 

infant is actually picking up on. It takes a trained eye to understand the “leakage”(Zebrowitz) 

that slips through. When looking through history you find shifts of important events. The dates 

and times might be the same but the reasons will be based on opinions of politicians and 

historians. When looking at what politicians and historians do, many say their jobs are 

completely different. Politicians skim the past and use current threats to persuade the public. 

Historians also have a job where many views may be persuaded. They try to find the facts about 

events by placing them on a timeline. Although every story has a bias the question that both 

politicians and historians are missing in their studies is “why”. Will we find this by looking into 
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what caused the significant events that ultimately changed the world? Which ripple effect was 

the greatest, but also what are the small ripple effects that we don’t talk about? What did those 

change? People don’t talk about the fear citizens feel during the three stages of a war. Is war 

caused by politicians as a result of changing the minds of the majority? Looking at the origins of 

fear we find a reason why people fear certain people over others. Politicians implemented fear 

through the media to brainwash the people into following along with their regime. Over this 

semester I have looked into the physical and psychological responses of fear, starting with 

Michaels Lewis’s book The Origins of Fear. In order to study an infant’s effective response to 

how they perceived people and changes to their environment, the infant's view of strangers was 

compared to their view of a familiar face. It was then compared to their view of strangers 

wearing a mask and a relative wearing a mask. Humans have a predisposition to fear of an 

unknown face. Fear was said to be heightened due to an unknown person but also an unknown 

place.(Lewis)  Although, politicians use this as ammunition to implement fear tactics. They will 

dehumanize a group of people much like how Hitler did to Germans Pre-World War Two. Even 

the people who did not see Jewish people as traitors, would still have to commit horrible acts 

against the Jews in order to keep their family safe. Ordinary Men by Christian Browning put a 

new view on German soldiers that were forced to become a part of the Nazi Regime. This book 

shows many similarities between that era and today's politicians. After 9/11 people of the United 

States were in shock. The United States Government quickly had Americans grabbing their guns 

and shipping off to war. They targeted the Islamic faith pinpointing and putting a negative image 

on all Muslim and Middle Eastern people as emotionless killing machines. The hate began and 

there was no turning back. Over twenty years later and we are still fighting a war based on a day 
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that millions would never forget, yet we are fighting a completely different enemy. Many think 

that Al Qaeda and ISIS are the same groups. They are led by leaders who strive to put an end to 

“Infidels”, which is someone who does not have the same religious beliefs. This includes but is 

not limited to Americans. Terrorism is defined in the Code of Federal Regulations as “the 

unlawful use of force and violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a 

government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social 

objectives” (28 C.F.R. Section 0.85). Terrorism has two different classifications defined by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigations.  International terrorism, “Perpetrated by individuals and/or 

groups inspired by or associated with designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations” and 

Domestic Terrorism, “Perpetrated by individuals and/or groups inspired by or associated with 

primarily U.S.-based movements that espouse extremist ideologies of a political, religious, 

social, racial, or environmental nature. “(FBI) Americans have come to blend the two types of 

terrorists to persuade the public to believe that all events are from one group to strengthen the 

push for a continuation of the war. Terrorists are often claiming an event even when they have 

nothing to do with the attack just to get publicity.  

By publicizing who claims the attack we feed into their fear tactics. Fear is constructed to 

cause and excel a country's ultimate involvement in the war. Fear starts as a cause of war but 

then carries out as an effect, people became afraid of the fear they had.  Santayana once said, 

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. We must understand the 

influence on fear to better protect us from being brought into another war based on hearsay and 

fear, the future lays in the hands of politicians. Now we ask ourselves is fear the most powerful 

tool of a persuasive politician? We will look into the psychological aspects of fear and the 
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relation not only of soldiers but civilians as well. Civilian fear can make a huge representation of 

the government. Hitler was the prime example of a politician wielding fear just like many of his 

men help a gun in order to comply with his demands. There will be complications with this 

research because there are few primary sources from inside the political campaigns. Many of 

Hitler's top leaders would be sentenced to death for war crimes or escaped the light of the 

investigation. Case studies will be used to better explain fear as a motive while psychologist and 

historians study the potential.  

Modernization of a county is used at the end of a war to prove to the people that the war 

wasn’t for nothing. It pushes money into the country in a short amount of time giving people a 

sense of relief after losing everything during the war. Modernization was thought to build a 

greater society in which all classes would achieve. Paris Vienna and Berlin are great case studies 

for this time period to see different forms of modernity. You can’t really say what is modern 

because each city takes modernity and puts its own definition on it. Even though some of the 

cities will have more evidence behind it, saying that it was the most modern, the city also could 

not keep up with the population influx and will have its faults. These cities are based on rules 

and classes that will change due to the free market. Paris can be looked at as the “Capital of 

Modernity”. As being a birthplace of the French Revolution, Paris will go through many changes 

for years to come. Surveillance over Paris will increase. Paris is now the new center of the 

French empire and will be managed by the national government. Napoleon played a huge role in 

the restoration and innovation of Paris. He made himself emperor in 1852. His plan was to 

rebuild Paris by bringing new trains and railways into the heart of the city. With great 

industrialization came great problems. There was an influx of people in the city. Overcrowding 
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brought disease. Rent was raised and many people in the working class were forced to commute 

to work. A need to fit more people into the city came great changes. The structure of the whole 

city changed. Renovations to the streets and buildings began, along with parks and street lamps 

on boulevards. Telegraph lines and newspapers help inform of trade throughout Europe. Food 

was also changing along with the other rapid change happening within the city. Cafes and 

restaurants began growing in popularity. People no longer had the room or the time to prepare 

their own food. When Paris was in the midst of a famine they had to go out into the country and 

other regions to obtain food where the railways would have to be improved to sustain the amount 

of food brought in. Housing for the working class was brought together but Napoleon built it 

more to keep watch of the working class. Curfews were put in place and they were kept under 

strict supervision. With modernity, there will always be a militant aspect that comes into play. 

The press was censored and street performers would have to obtain licenses. There was a secret 

police that was put in play to keep the working classes in line. They were given reduced 

freedoms from the rest of the classes. With most houses not having running water until 1870, 

was Paris really modern at all? The gender roles made it hard for women to live without a man 

supplementing wages.  Even though modernization had its downfalls, it was better than life had 

been before. Yes, it improved daily life for the wealthy but it put the lower and working classes 

in danger. Moving them out of the city while the wealthy tried to live a life of leisure. They 

thought that they deserved “the right to be lazy”. They would show that they are a higher class 

just by the actives that they would take place in. People would try to hide their class by trying to 

mix in with the pop culture. They thought that the experiences you have will make you wealthy, 

not the items that you have. In 1840 the first department store held entertainment and street art. 
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Products would eventually be brought from all around the world to be sold. Grands Boulevard 

would be known as the “art galleries of the streets.” This was a big push for capitalism as it gave 

people an opportunity to become wealthy. With their own self-made items. Pairs started to 

become great by taking part in expositions, showing the counties most modern designs and their 

political power. The biggest step was the Eiffel tower. It stands 1000 feet high. At the time it was 

the tallest standing building. Modernization also would soon include many artists emerging from 

the mists. Art would soon forever change and take a lot of criticism. The fountain when rejected 

an exhibition of the society of independent artist. Many composers came out of France at this 

time as well. Two of the most well-known being, Debussy and Ravel. Debussy played 

non-traditional music for this time period, even with all the surveillance and crudity for 

becoming modern that many musicians and artist faced. It still became the epicenter for 

modernity in this time period. Austria-Hungary took one of the major steps to restore and 

revising itself. Nationalism in 1848 became a huge struggle. Known as “Spring of Nations” and 

“Peoples Spring. It consisted of the middle and working classes. Many protests of workers broke 

out in Vienna. The Party that was most modern was the Liberal party. They were in favor of the 

laissez-faire, free trade capitalism, and parliament government. Many nationalists used modern 

communication such as newspapers to get their point out. In 1875, Vienna took a huge step to 

becoming one of the most modern cities for its time. They started importing fresh spring water 

from the Alps and would then create the water main. Most streets were lit up by gas lamps by 

1900 which was nearly 40 years after Paris. Although one of the main movements towards 

modernity was the women’s movement. Grammar schools for women were founded in 1892 and 

women were admitted to University of Vienna starting in 1897. Some of the scientists were way 
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beyond their time, such as Sigmund Freud who studied and wrote, “The Interpretation of 

Dreams.” He wanted to understand dreams and how they were connected to the unconscious. 

Even the architecture of Vienna was advanced. It was based on the idea of a ring, to enable 

traffic and trains into the heart of Vienna. It was to mix National and State government buildings 

and wealthier families. Otto Wagner designed this new city plan. He wanted to give Vienna a 

modern feel and flow. Berlin began a population boom that nearly doubled their population. 

With this population boom, there had to be changes. The average life expectancy of a woman 

working in the sweatshops was 26. James Hobrecht was a housing designer who tried implement 

high-density housing in Berlin. Only eight percent of housing units in Berlin had toilets. 

Overcrowding and disease ran rampant. This caused an increase in homelessness. People 

resorted to prostitution which raided STI rates and street crimes. In Berlin, brothels were still 

legal as long as they registered with the police. Newspapers and meetings were banned due to 

assassination attempts. There was still a spring for the Berlin Theater as more people started to 

acquire wealth. The theater put in censorships after people like Hauptmann played controversial 

pieces. Most of the leisure activities were inspired by Paris. Many in which people would go to 

pubs and cafes. A lot of art was censored due to the huge militant aspect of Berlin. Everyone had 

a uniform. Berlin soon would add some aspects of religious art. The Kulturkampf would be 

known to the huge protestant population as “Vatican of the north”. Berlin became a capital of 

museums of all kinds. Showing “human zoos” which would soon be a tactic of fear and racism. 

With these cities having so much hate and distance between the classes, are they really modern? 

Yes, Paris was the most modern for its upper class. Yet all of these cities failed to help the 

working class. It put lives at risk and only modernized parts of the city to make it so more 
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workers could fit. This pushed the city forward while pushing the working class farther back. 

Modernization would be used to keep the hope of the people, while art would help release the 

war time stressors. It was often a way for people to talk about the war without the persecutions of 

speaking out against the government or the idea. 

 

The time in Europe after World War One was not a time of peace. Although it brought 

about new forms of art and new intellectual theories in psychology, the tension all the destruction 

and harm caused made it a time of great sorrow. The Germans especially were looking for a 

scapegoat as to why they lost the war and put the blame completely on the Jews. Europe had to 

rebuild and put in large sums of money after the First World War. Germany was forced to pay 

reparations to the allies after the Treaty of Versailles. Germany would not have the financial 

stability to pay back the allies, also known as the War Guilt Clause. Germany was taking money 

from the United States and would have a couple “Golden Years” before the stock market crash in 

1929. Germany would fall back into a high unemployment rate and severe poverty. The Golden 

Age would be considered the five years of peace and hope. It was a time of economic and 

political stability. This was mainly because of Gustav Stresemann. He was a part of the German 

People's Party. He proposed that a democratic system would be able to solve the urgent 

problems. He started reparations with the help of the United States to end German Diplomatic 

Isolation. German industries would start to be equipped with new machinery and use techniques 

to help production. It also was the start of a new revolution of art, other known as the anti-art. It 

came from the Cabaret Voltaire. Hugo ball founded the Cabaret and held values of Dadaism 

based on the idea of no divide between performers and audience. The artwork was not just 
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abstract but it was also the different types of media used. Adding in different languages and 

instruments in their performances. A famous piece that was very controversial at the time would 

be the Fountain by Duchamp, which was a urinal postmarked with ‘R. Mutt 1917’ and submitted 

to Society of Independent Artist which it would be rejected because the society though it lacked 

artistic ability. Most of the art pieces used techniques that were not very well-liked by most of 

the community. They wouldn’t be understood and would create an uproar in most of the settings. 

People’s faces would be morphed and objects placed in front of them to add meaning and 

feeling. The artwork would not be appreciated till later in time. Few would understand the 

importance of art as it portrays the raw feelings of a country at a time of war, thing that may not 

have been written down due to the fear of repercussions. 

 

Fear was a different emotion in this time period. It is looked upon in art of women who 

paint and draw the horror that they feel so deep. Art was one of the ways in which they were able 

to express their feelings without being looked upon as weak. They showed the men dying in 

nurse’s arms, battlefields and comparing their loved ones to the savior. They hoped that their 

loved ones died for a cause and they would be creating art and propaganda to have more people 

see it and know that the war effort is in need of help. That if you see an able bodied man, call 

upon him and push him to join and fight for the country. Women were strong supporters of the 

war. They would put white feathers in the pocket of a man’s suit. It showed that he was a well 

and able bodied man who had not yet joined the war effort and was calling him weak. Telling 

him that he better march down to the recruitment office and enlist. Fear drives power in the 

hands of the aggressor. But what power is there without the individuals? Who pulls the trigger 
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behind that gun? There are many individuals that make up an army. Washington talks about the 

power that even one man holds in a war. That even at the point of weakness they will continue. 

That it is not all about the hand that pulls the trigger. It is all of the five senses that make a great 

soldier. One who can adapt to any situation. These soldiers can’t just go into war. They must be 

taught and trained. Even at that point, they are ready to fight. It is not till boots are on the ground 

and they learn to survive in a real-life environment. The ones who become the strongest survive. 

The ones who adapt the best, even when exhausted and cold. Every war is the survival of the 

fittest, the Darwin evolution theory in some aspects. Or is that just what the government wants 

you to think? Washington talks about how you have to be the right man in order to be in the right 

job. How the leaders will see if you’re fit for the task. Anyone who is unfit will be transferred. 

They called them misfits. If you were unable to kill or your beliefs did not coincide with theirs, 

you were looked upon as lesser. That you must prove your worthiness and climb the ladder just 

like the civilian corporate ladder. That you have to adjust to their standards to stay alive. Commit 

to their military lifestyles. No privacy and strict orders are what one needs to get used to. Many 

men lose their identity and find a new one when becoming a soldier. There is no individualism. 

You now are a small playing piece in the bigger structure. Your ideas no longer exist. Everything 

you once thought is now wrong. The breakdown and rebuild method is a way military 

organizations have been brainwashing soldiers for centuries. The structure is unbreakable, every 

act that you do that is not under their strict guidelines will be punished. Time executions are used 

to keep the soldiers mind from drifting off and being able to think about anything other than the 

job currently at hand. Every aspect of the army is used to see when one soldier is out of line. 

Marching is to show power but also to keep every person in check and in line. One second off on 
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your stepping and your chain of command will see it. Bunks put into order so they know you 

cannot hide anything. “Every ounce of a soldier’s energy should be concentrated on the defeat of 

the enemy. Whenever he wastes his strength on any sort of activity that does not contribute to 

that one end, it is, in effect, a casualty.”(Washington) Efficiency is key. Time spent in fear is 

another man that might die because you were not concentrated on the task at hand. Alertness is 

what keeps you alive.  

 

At the start of the 20th century, modernism was forced in motion, as individuals set out to 

find new ways to looks at things like art, politics and otherworldly things. Intellectuals and artists 

especially showed this new attitude in their pieces. The beginning of the 20th century saw a time 

period filled with rebellion due to the original nature of European culture and how it was seen as 

extremely corrupt and failing by those who lived in it. One key element of modernism is 

something called nihilism. Nihilism was the rejection of religious and moral principles. 

Individuals rebelled and did this as a way to feel free from the constraints of the European 

culture they had been subjected to over their lifetime. The 20th century also saw a period of 

heavy change with new scientific discoveries and technological innovations. Every time a new 

theory, a piece of equipment or idea formed without a community, another one was quick to 

come forward that would make people question it all over again. Inventions that saw the light of 

day during this period were things such as electricity, the light bulb, cars, X-rays, and even more 

that we still rely on so heavily today. In addition to discoveries in artwork and inventions, there 

was a significant shift in ideals as well. (MDC)Psychological theorists such as Sigmund Freud 

also began exploring the inner self and internal reality. He focused on the unconscious 
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motivation behind all of our behaviors. Things such as “Freudian Slips”, also known as slips of 

the tongue, and dreams and fantasies are all part of the unconscious. They are all a part of the 

mental processes that are happening daily and are unknown to us. The stages of development 

through oral, anal, phallic, latency and genital are known to us now. Although they were and still 

are highly criticized to this day. They are internal challenges each of us has to go through to 

develop as a person. Artists and intellectuals took a vast interest in this theory of looking inward 

at yourself, as it exposed an entirely new side of mankind not previously explored. Following in 

his footsteps, Carl Jung also dove into discovering the unconscious. His area of focus was an 

area of the unconscious mind he called Jung's Theory of the Collective Unconscious. He 

believed that this specific area of mind was shared by everyone and believed that there were 

certain patterns of behavior that specifically determined by race. The patterns of behavior would 

come about during dreams and fantasies, almost how Sigmund Freud believed they would. 

Artists became more interested in the unconscious during this period because of the way they 

were able to express these things through their work. There were many myths, fairytales and 

more adaptations created because of the thoughts and theories of unconscious motivation and 

behavior. In terms of intellectuals, Henry Bergson, a French philosopher, also became very 

interested in examining the new phenomenon of the unconscious with a focus on memory. 

Bergson believed that if you came across something that was associated with a previous memory 

that you would be triggered into consciously remembering that memory. Once the old memory 

comes to mind, he assumed that there will be a moment of realization in the present about that 

past memory. An example would be remembering a song, getting lost in it and thus remembering 

it in the present as long as you lived. He believed that your intuition leads to an entirely new type 
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of knowledge, which would have long-lasting effects. 

Time and time again it is said that fear will kill you. If you conquer fear then you will be 

set free. Joanna Bourke wrote about different aspects of fear. With fear comes anxiety. The 

unknown of what happens next that lingers through your body. Worrying about the things that 

you cannot control. Mrs. Bourke talked about a woman's battle with cancer, in which she was 

given just six months to live. After losing nearly 50 lbs. and suffering, she in one moment 

decided that she did not want to be afraid any longer. She would no longer fear death, because at 

that moment her death sentence wasn’t real. She said that she would live with cancer. That the 

word that every person fears would become who she is. Ten years later that woman published a 

book. When given a time limit break it.  

 

    In combat, anxiety can save your life and this is why I think that soldiers differed from women 

and children. The fight or flight response is initiated in combat and high-stress situations. 

Adrenaline is pumped into your system, increasing heart rate and tightens muscles. It is the body 

giving you what you need in order to stay alive. Adrenaline covers the pain. Fear is slipped from 

the mind. It is you versus the predecessor. All governments teach their soldiers to fight but they 

also train them mentally. That when it comes time and it is you versus another person, who will 

win? They put the thought into your head that you want to come home to your family after this 

and the only way to do this is to follow orders and fight. So there may be fear. But the fear is not 

coming home. Soldiers are given forms of propaganda to be able to execute the acts that they 

will commit. They will not be told that the other person is innocent and just trying to get home to 

their family. There is no name behind that person. No thought that the other person is human. It 
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is that this person is an object. This person is giving you the option on living or dying, but the 

consequence is that a person’s life. This is what we have done with the Nazi party. We as 

Americans see them all as murders and machines. What we did not see was that they were told 

that their family could not eat today because of the Jews. That they lost the war and all the 

bloodshed was for nothing. They criminalized a group of people and threw religion into the mix. 

Fear that these people plagued the society that they lived in and feared that if they did not correct 

the situation that they themselves would be looked upon as a plague to society too. War isn’t just 

about who has the biggest military or has the most amount of money. It is who has the strongest 

state of mind. Who can stand the longest through the psychological warfare? The winner is the 

one who will not accept defeat. Whatever you do, do not trust the enemy. Be suspicious and 

think that they are only trying to help themselves. Use the right sources do not trust broadcasts 

and rumors.  

 

Another psychological phenomenon, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, also formally 

known as shell shock, was first discovered in 1917 and studied thereafter. (Bourke,History). It 

was first believed to be a cause of soldiers seeing so much carnage in front of their eyes that they 

were in fact, shell-shocked. Large numbers of soldiers would show the same symptoms and be 

unable to deal with the ongoing events. However, the symptoms of this manifested themselves 

into things that could be seen by the naked eye, such as horrible anxiety and diarrhea. For 

example in Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning, one policeman woke up firing his weapon 

into the ceiling the night after the assignment. (Browning)   They also exhibited the same 

symptoms of the men that they had killed. For example, a man who had stabbed his enemy in the 

Leonardi16 
 



 

stomach later experienced stomach cramping in his abdomen, while another man reported facial 

tics, or involuntary muscle movements of the face, just like a man he had stabbed with a bayonet. 

Instead of coming through just in their dreams, the men would often see visuals of their victims 

during daydreams and be unable to escape them. They would see these things during normal 

conversations and not be able to get rid of the images, as well as suffer from the inability to do 

common daily activities like eat and sleep. Towards the end of World War One, more and more 

soldiers would show signs of shell shock. The army saw over 80,000 cases of shell shock and it’s 

estimated that this unconscious psychological phenomenon was the cause of 1/7 of the soldiers 

from the British Army who were discharged due to disability. (Bourke,History) With the ratio of 

officers to men being 1:30, and many of the officers suffering from shell shock, the Army began 

to worry about the state of their men. Understanding something so psychologically driven such 

as the unconscious was just being studied in the early 1900’s. First attempts to study it came up 

with it being the result of an injury to the nerves. For example, heavy bombardment was thought 

to be one of the many causes. However, one medical officer by the name of Charlies Myers had 

seen several men come through the hospital who had never even seen the front lines, causing him 

to speculate whether or not heavy bombardment could be the actual cause if the individual hadn’t 

been present. At the time, psychologists were just beginning to understand that the human 

unconscious was responsible for certain behaviors and thought processes. They hadn’t previously 

realized that soldiers suffering from shell shock weren’t going crazy; they were simply suffering 

from what one author called “functioning with pain efficiency”. The men were simply going on 

throughout their lives normally until the painful memories would be triggered in their 

unconsciousness by an event, sound or smell and they would be plagued with awful physical 
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symptoms. Another problem arose when medical officers realized shell shock was not an injury 

to nerves. The cure for a nerve injury was simply resting and changing their diet. When it was 

discovered that shell shock was a disorder of the unconscious mind, the chance of men returning 

to the battlefield became harder to foresee. Treatments for psychological ailments in the 20th 

century were things such as hypnosis and simply talking about the trauma. However, they were 

encouraged to do all this while still maintaining their manly facade. This became difficult as they 

knew being labeled with a psychological disorder would severely damage their reputation, and 

when they would arrive for treatment hospitals did not greet them the same way they would 

approach a man suffering from a physical injury.  

 

Fear throughout the 20th century was normal and with constant wars on each party’s soil, 

no one was safe. Franklin Roosevelt once said, “Only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 

December 7th 1941 the United states was attacked at Pearl Harbor Hawaii. The death toll was 

over 1500 Americans. Congress had no choice but to declare war. America was trying to stay out 

of World War Two although attack on their soil that would not be able to ignore. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt established executive order 9066. This would place all people of Japanese 

descent into internment camps from 1942 until 1945. Military style internment camps would 

cover California, Washington and Oregon. I would affect the lives of 117,000 people. 

(JIC,History) “The speed of the evacuation forced many homeowners and businessmen to sell 

out quickly; total property loss is estimated at $1.3 billion, and net income loss at $2.7 

billion”(1942) On May 3rd 1942 Mr. Korematsu and his family were forced to be relocated by 

Exclusion Order Number 34 under Executive Order 9066. Mr. Korematsu refused to submit to 
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the relocation. May 30th he was arrested and eventually taken to Tanforan Relocation Center in 

San Bruno, California. Convicted of violating a Military Order and received 5 years probation. 

The family was relocated to Tapaz Internment Camp Utah. Korematsu appealed his conviction to 

the US Court of Appeals, which upheld the conviction and exclusion order. The Supreme Court 

heard his appeal October 11th 1944. The issue in which he appealed was, Were the President and 

Congress justified in their actions by implementing exclusions and restricting the rights of 

Americans of Japanese descent? The United States violated Korematsu ​8th Amendment right by 

“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 

punishments inflicted” which was originally said to protect from uncertain forms of torture. Even 

though the types of torture was not clearly stated in the US Constitution. What Americans see as 

torture has changed over the year to adapt with the current way of life. His ​14th Amendment “ 

No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 

citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 

the laws.” In which Mr. Korematsu lost his “ privileges..  of citizens”. No citizen should be 

apprehended without just cause. Korematsu appealed the U.S. District Court, Northern District of 

California decision to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, which agreed with the trial court that 

he had violated Military Orders.  Korematsu asked the Supreme Court of the United States to 

hear his case. On December 18, 1944, a divided Supreme Court ruled, in a 6-3 decision based on 

the need of the National Security. In 1980, Congress investigated the concentration camps, 

reevaluating the life of the prisoners inside. After interviews and personal testimonies from 

victims, the commission issued its final report saying that it was a "grave injustice" motivated by 
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"racial prejudice, war hysteria and the failure of political leadershi​p." (Qureshi 2013) In 1998 

President Bill Clinton awarded Mr. Korematsu  the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s 

highest civilian honor. He was invited to speak at numerous events and university campuses all 

over the United States. After 9/11, Korematsu continued to speak out. In 2003, he filed a “Friend 

of the Court” amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court for two cases appealed before the 

Supreme Court of the United States, on behalf of Muslim inmates being held at Guantanamo Bay 

for The attach on the world Trade Center. In the cases of ​Shafiq Rasul, v. George W. Bush​ and 

Khaled A.F. Al Odah v. United States of America​. In which he raised the thought that 

government’s extreme national security measures were reminiscent of the past. In 2004, he filed 

a similar brief on behalf of an American Muslim man being held in solitary confinement in a 

U.S. military prison without a trial. During the beginning of the Iraq war the United States 

started having some of the same reasons that pushed people from their homes during the 

effective time of Executive order 9066.  

 

This was the old way of thinking, that any thought of fear must be pushed aside. That all 

must be done to carry on and not give the attacker what they wanted. When looking upon times 

of war you see different sides of people. The propaganda was used to implement either fear or 

courage. Who was strong and who was weak? Who had no fear? Was it the soldiers behind that 

trigger or was it the women and children back home being bombed every night then the next day 

they would wake up get out of the bomb shelters, clean up the rubble and act as though nothing 

happened? It was up to the women to rebuild and be strong back home in the time of the men’s 

absence. It was drills of putting on gas masks and walking into the bunkers. The book 
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Parenthood in a World at War, examines how to train their child to be strong. Not to tell them 

what will happen if they cross the street but teaches them how to cross the street. It gives the 

child the confidence that they need to live their lives. Fear makes a child unable to adapt and live 

a joyful life. Although without some acknowledgment of issues and fear they would be no way 

to cope with it when it happens.  It was like the videos shown in America that taught the boys 

and girls what to do when the sirens would go off for a nuclear attack. This drills of covering 

yourself with a blanket and pretending to be the turtle in the video would not help these children. 

Although, fear that this event might happen one day subsided in the false hope of this. The false 

hope that they would survive a nuclear attack. Children and women all over the world taught 

themselves that fear would not change what was happening outside. That courage and strength 

would be what would help their husbands when they came back. They thought positively, they 

would never give up hope. While their men were in the trenches fearing for their lives they were 

at home being strong. Setting fear aside called for a false reality. Men in the trenches became a 

family. Giving different roles to different men as if they were making a household within the 

trenches. Some men were in charge of cleaning and doing “womanly duties”. They would kiss 

each other saying that this is a kiss from your wife or your mother, while women at home began 

picking up the duties that the men once played.  

 

The leaders that win elections due to a charismatic personality should be the leaders we 

fear. Those leaders that no matter what they say that the people just go along are the dangerous 

ones. They do not go into full detail on their plan they just skim the edge, hoping to connect with 

the masses. Leaders can be viewed as great or the reason for a failed civilization. The social 
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perspectives such as stories and myths will write history for generations to come. People still 

question whether President George W. Bush was a great leader who helped bring America 

together while an act of war was placed on our soil on 9/11 or if he was the leader who started 

one of the longest wars in history. (Tuomo) I by no means compare President Bush to the Mass 

Murder Adolf Hitler, I just intend to explore the social view on leaders both pre and post war, as 

they pulled their citizens into a war that was unknown to them. Every war cost a country, not just 

financially but cost the trust of the citizens as well. Trust can be lost in a war where countless 

lives were lost just to prove a point. There are charismatic leaders that used their charisma to 

preach peace and equality. Gandhi was a positive example that used simple actions and self 

starvation to start a rebellion moving for change.  

 

Hitler was known for his Charisma, a natural speaker would allow people to believe 

every world that left his mouth. He would be a dangerous man waiting for his turn to shine. 

Hitler was injured in World War One as a result to a gas attack. He spent the rest of the war at 

Pasewalk military hospital.  At the end of the war there was a Leftist-Revolt, which would later 

be seen as the reason the Germans lost the war.(Tuomo) But this was just the beginning to the 

propaganda fed to the people of Germany. When Hitler left the hospital in February of 1920 he 

was discharged and turned to politics. Hitler joined the German Labour Party  and would 

participate in the Hitler Putsch, which was a failed attempt to take over ​Bavaria with the Nazi 

party as he was unhappy with the outcome of the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler would be sentenced 

to 5 years for treason, he only served 13 months and would write the first part of Mein Kampf. 

(History) Once released from jail he made a speech to “ bring back together those who were 
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moving in different directions.” (Tuomo) Hitler's entire movement was based on his 

showmanship and the image of himself that he created. Pulling the people into a blame for the 

loss of the war based on anti-semitism. Although many believe Hitler did not have any emotions, 

fear did not motivate him but he would use his unwillingness to feel to change the way his 

followers would feel. “ The unethical nature of his manipulative influence was harsh since it 

involved the most violent forms of manipulation- such as the brainwashing of children.”( 

Tuomo) While many were perceived as mindless robots others feared not only for their lives but 

the cost of what the Fuhrer has done. Many fled Hitler's grasp at the start of the War but people 

who were left with no money after World War One would lay with idle hands waiting for Hitler 

to give them something to do. Those idle hands were soon filled with boots and a rifle, told that 

they do not have an option but to get on board. ​Hitler came to power in January of 1933. He 

would raise nationalism by using the “stab in the back” theory. In which, it wasn’t that the 

Germans lost on the battlefield it was because of the Jews back home (Goodall). He blamed the 

loss of the war on the finances of Germany. To him, all the Jews took care of all the finances and 

began to use them as a scapegoat. Labeling them and saying that the country would only become 

a superpower once everyone in the country was of the perfect descent. He preached that once this 

new society was complete, Germany would finally regain stability and be led by the army of 

mindless drones in the order of a utopian idea. He would make the Jews pay for all that they have 

done. The exportation of Jews into the Ghettos then into work camps and concentration camps. 

The Nazis would be sent into the cities looking for and rounding up all Jews. Many Germans 

would harbor Jews throughout the war. Cycling in families so that people would not question 

them. Many mixed marriage couples had it easier. They would send their spouses into the 
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country and try to keep them safe for the duration of the war. Women who were married to a 

man who worked within the government would be lucky. Most women would have to dye their 

hair and find fake identification in order to get food. Most families would share their food rations 

that were supposed to be only for 3 people with up to 8 people. Small portions of bread for most 

of the war would be the only food that they would ever see. Fears changed throughout the war. In 

the beginning, most Jews did not know about the camps. Then as the war went on many Jews 

were afraid that they were the last Jews in either that town or possibly in Germany. Children and 

women would be sent to slaughter as men would be sent off to work until they starved to death. 

His plan would be hidden from most of the world. The time period between World War One and 

World War Two was not a time of peace it was a time of planning. A plan to execute what he 

wanted to be the mass extinction of an entire culture. Hence getting the coined name of the 

thirty-year war.  

 

Fear leads a country. Fear is used in propaganda to display power. Dictators and corrupt 

governments take control when fear runs rampid in a country. Someone who comes in and 

promises that they will make it all go away. They blame a certain group on their problems. This 

implements anger as well as fear. Anger is more powerful than fear. Some counties have both. 

That is what gave Hitler such a tremendous amount of power. He used fear and anger of the 

people after the First World War to gain military power and control. He blamed the Jews for the 

economic crisis. He began labeling them and saying that the country would only become a 

superpower once everyone in the country was of the perfect decent. What he called The Great 

Aryan Race. When we look back on history and look upon that time period, we see the Nazi 
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Regime. We think of these people as machines and mass murderers. That the entire country had 

the same ideologies as Hitler. In fact, that is not the case, these people weren’t born to be killing 

machines. They had feared that if they didn’t commit these acts, instead of themselves and their 

families, standing in line alongside the Jews waiting for the gas chamber. Nazi soldier for 

centuries were viewed as the murdering machines which would be considered as to be putting a 

mask on the feared man. Not only to influence fear of the citizens but to then mechanize the 

thought of killing a Nazi Soldier for many allied soldiers. The idea of a masked individual and 

the influence of fear started with Michaels Lewis’s book the origins of fear. During a study 

conducted to determine an infant's affective response a study was conducted to understand 

infants and how they perceive people and their changes to their environment. Looking into how 

infants view strangers compared to a familiar face. Than strangers wearing a mask and a relative 

wearing a mask. Humans have a predisposition to fear of an unknown face. That “the sight of the 

non-smiling, immobile stranger did not produce fear; rather, fear was induced by active, physical 

intrusion of the stranger.”(62-63 Schaffer Lewis) Fear was said to be heighted due to a unknown 

person but also an unknown place. This would begin to determine how politicians use a mask of 

the unknown man to influence fear on the people. Lewis introduces that how the same mask can 

be either a positive or a negative effect, which would later be studied when looking back on 

World War Two and the effects of fear.  

   

  For the first time, there was a prospective that not all Nazi soldiers were a machine. That 

they were actual people behind those guns. People who drank to keep away the pain and 

nightmares. In the book Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning, he examined the lives of a 
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Reserve Police Battalion. It was regular everyday men with no or little military police 

experience. These men were of middle age with families. They were told they were too old or 

unwanted by the regular Nazi Army. They were put on trucks and sent to their first assignment. 

Many of these man have never used a weapon or had even killed a man before.  Most of the men 

in this battalion came from the city of Hamburg. They lived side by side with the Jews that they 

would soon march to their death.  The first assignment came from the highest authorities and 

they had no choice to proceed. The battalion was told that the Jews were the reason for the 

American Boycott and the reason why Germany, their homes were being bombed. The older men 

were told that they could be excused if they were not up to the task. Intoxication fear and power, 

reasons in which they were able to conduct the events that would take place, this showed the 

difference between people. Standing outside the ghetto walls waiting for someone to make a 

mistake. It was new years and the Jews had a curfew. The Guards changed their watches and so 

that the Jews would be out after curfew. In the shooting, they actually killed a German. They 

changed his ID’s so that when the higher authorities came they would not realize the series of 

events just took place. Even though there were some people who believed in Hitler’s Regime, 

some hated standing by and proceeding with these acts but would not take place in the acts 

himself. Lieutenant Butchmann was a family man. He was in the lumber business in Hamburg 

before he was called up. He “would in no case participate in which action in which defenseless 

women and children were shot.” He was assigned to escort male work Jews to Lublin. Next to 

take command was Trapp. He was very similar to Butchmann he did not agree with this either. 

On their next mission, a few men had to be left behind to watch the barracks. The men were 

angry that they would be left. Trapp responded and told them, “be happy you don’t have to 
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come. You will see what happens.” Trapp spoke with the men before the assignment. He could 

not see any cowards out there and told the men if they were not ready to turn in their weapons 

and break rank. Although Trapp himself wish he could have done that. He refused to watch the 

executions. He just kept saying to himself that “orders are orders”. He thought that this was all a 

mistake and that,” if this Jewish business is ever avenged on earth, then have mercy on us 

Germans.”  Trapp was human, and a little girl’s life indeed showed how human he was. When 

they were leaving the city, a ten-year-old girl appeared in the middle of a courtyard. Trapp 

brought her into his arms and told her “you shall remain alive.” Although he wasn’t the only one. 

Being a leader that stuck to his values throughout this kept the other men from being okay with 

their actions. One policeman woke up firing his weapon into the ceiling the night after the 

assignment. Trapp permitted Jews to return to their housing and they kissed his hands and feet. 

Trapp was deemed a coward by many of the men who stood around him. When he was brought 

out of the equation and given time the men finally go accustomed to the thought of the final 

solution and became very proficient. It was their leaders telling them that this is the only option 

that there is no way out. That every man must stand on the edge of that hole and commit murder. 

Even though some men would still hide in the woods and trucks. They would run off and throw 

up. How few of the men couldn’t live with the thought of killing people.  Even though Trapp did 

not commit a single execution he was sentenced to Death in December of 1948. A man who 

stuck to his morals and did not give up even when fear rained on him was sentenced to death. 

The power structure crumbled along with many of the pawns on the board.  

 

After World War Two the term “Never Again” was a common expression used to express 
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the common emotion the people throughout Europe, would try to avoid another war at all costs. 

They need to cooperate with each other so there would not become tensions because of tariffs 

and other barriers. (Carleton)  After World War Two there wasn’t much peace it was more of a 

standstill. The stability was due to freezing tensions between Russia and the United States along 

with a few other smaller countries.  It had a big impact on Europe. Europe was divided into 

spheres of influence. Winston Churchill’s famous speech about the Iron Curtain in 1946. (Iron 

Curtain)  In 1947 Germany would be separated into two states.  The eastern part of Germany 

would be controlled by the Soviet Union and the western part became a democracy with aid from 

America. The communist party takes over Czechoslovakia. Tanks would enter destroying 

buildings and have shootings in the streets. The people of Czechoslovakia would hide all of their 

reporters and broadcast to the world asking for help.  

In the footage The Lost World of Communism: The Kingdom of Forgetting, we meet this pop 

star Marta Kubisova. Who became a pop star because of the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

She helped spread the word of the invasion to the world. She recorded a song in a research 

institute that was called “A Prayer for Marta”. The television broadcast station had to keep 

moving to prevent from being found. With a quick interaction with Alexander Dubcek giving her 

full support and giving him gifts and the smuggling of their recording equipment she soon 

became famous. She became the symbol of national resistance against the occupation of Warsaw 

Pact troops.  I think the part of the video that we watched was mainly on her due to her 

recollection of Czechoslovakia in the in the 1960s. How her mom came into the room with her 

two dogs and told her that they were being invaded. At first, they thought it was the American’s. 

Knowing only things because of the communist teachings that they had. They would soon find 
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out that it was the Russians and that the iron curtain was adding a cement wall. Tanks invaded 

and knocked down buildings and people began to be fired upon. Blood was being shed in the 

streets. This is what brought great light upon Marta it was all eyes on her. Different 

transmissions were sent out in different languages to make sure all of the world knew what 

Russia was up to. That this would not be kept quiet like how Hitler kept his agenda a secret to 

most of the world for so long. It was all transformed when Gustav Husak implemented a form of 

normalcy. It allowed the media to be censored and reestablish control of the economy. The goal 

was to go back to a form of socialism.  

 

Throughout history, it was fear that fueled war. It was a mental strategy and control that 

made a country into a superpower. Fears that everyone learned to let go of, just to survive. Men, 

women, and children dealt with war and fear so differently, yet all became strong by relying on 

each other. Without family and one's values, you have nothing, those are the things that keep the 

will to live inside you. Unsure of the future although preparing and planning for all that they 

might face. Preparing mentally was one of the most important things to do. When the dusk rolls 

in and the bombs begin to drop will it be fear that protects you or your readiness of the situation. 

People rise from the bunker as the sun rises in the sky. Fear will not keep them down. Fear will 

show the enemy that they are weak. War based on hearsay and fear, the future lays in the hands 

of politicians, that use fear to control the minds of their people. Fear is ultimately the most 

powerful tool of a persuasive politician. Proven by psychologists exploring fear and the 

representation of its government. Hitler was the prime example of a politician wielding fear just 

like many of his men help a gun in order to comply with his demands. A terrorist implemented 
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the fear that President Bush would use as a campaign to send America to war. The time 

constraints prevented me from exploring more examples to make a weighted point. The 

continuation of this study could change the overall thought on how we perceive fear. Exploration 

of fear as a motivator, people who escaped the war in fear of the unknown. How families hid 

people in fear that they would be taken to their sudden death. People feared for others over 

themselves. They knew the consequences and still fought for what they thought was right. 

Many of Hitler's top leaders would be sentenced to death for war crimes or escaped the light of 

the investigation. Case studies will be used to better explain fear as a motive while psychologist 

and historians study the potential. Case studies should be studied on the motivation of fear and 

fighting for what you believe in. 
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Literary Review  
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an infant’s effective response to how they perceived people and changes to their environment, 
the infant's view of strangers was compared to their view of a familiar face. It was then compared 
to their view of strangers wearing a mask and a relative wearing a mask. Humans have a 
predisposition to fear of an unknown face. Fear was said to be heightened due to an unknown 
person but also an unknown place.(Lewis)This gives and enlightened look on the predisposition 
relations to fear.  
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Mrs. Bourke talked about a woman's battle with cancer, in which she was given just six months 
to live. After losing nearly 50 lbs. and suffering, she in one moment decided that she did not 
want to be afraid any longer. She would no longer fear death, because at that moment her death 
sentence wasn’t real. She said that she would live with cancer. That the word that every person 
fears would become who she is. Ten years later that women published a book. When given a 
time limit break it. This helps indicate the toxicity of fear, that fear itself will kill you yet if you 
overcome fear you are more likely to succeed.  
 
Browning, Christopher R. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in 
Poland. New York: HarperCollins, 1992. Print. 

 Intoxication fear and power, reasons in which they were able to conduct the events that would 
take place, this showed the difference between people. Which perspective that not all Nazi 
soldiers were a machine. That they were actual people behind those guns. People who drank to 
keep away the pain and nightmares.  

 
Santayana, George. The Life of Reason. Scribner, 1936. 

 “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. We must understand the 
influence on fear to better protect us from being brought into another war based on hearsay and 
fear, the future lays in the hands of politicians. This is an important quote used throughout 
history and was adapted by Winston Churchill. As we cycle through war we find it hard to 
believe we're are fighting with the same hate that originated close to a hundred years ago.  
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Washington talks about the power that even one man holds in a war. That even at the point of 
weakness they will continue. That it is not all about the hand that pulls the trigger. It is all of the 
five senses that make a great soldier. Which shows how training the mind into a machine can 
change the outcome of a soldiers actions in war.  
 
“Terrorism.” FBI, FBI, 3 May 2016, ​www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism​. 

 International terrorism, “Perpetrated by individuals and/or groups inspired by or associated with 
designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations” and Domestic Terrorism, “Perpetrated by 
individuals and/or groups inspired by or associated with primarily U.S.-based movements that 
espouse extremist ideologies of a political, religious, social, racial, or environmental nature. “ 
Defines the nature of different types of terrorism.  
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He would raise nationalism by using the “stab in the back” theory. In which, it wasn’t that the 
Germans lost on the battlefield it was because of the Jews back home. He blamed the loss of the 
war on the finances of Germany. To him, all the Jews took care of all the finances and began to 
use them as a scapegoat.  
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Search of why less research has been given to connect destructive leadership. The leaders that 
win elections due to a charismatic personality should be the leaders we fear. Those leaders that 
no matter what they say that the people just go along are the dangerous ones. They do not go into 
full detail on their plan they just skim the edge, hoping to connect with the masses. Leaders can 
be viewed as great or the reason for a failed civilization. Hitler was known for his Charisma. A 
natural speaker would allow people to believe every world that left his mouth. He would be a 
dangerous man waiting for his turn to shine. 
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 Every time a new theory, a piece of equipment or idea formed without a community, another 
one was quick to come forward that would make people question it all over again. Inventions 
that saw the light of day during this period were things such as electricity, the light bulb, cars, 
X-rays, and even more that we still rely on so heavily today. In addition to discoveries in artwork 
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PTSD in the early stages of study. They would see these things during normal conversations and 
not be able to get rid of the images, as well as suffer from the inability to do common daily 
activities like eat and sleep. Towards the end of World War One, more and more soldiers would 
show signs of shell shock. The army saw over 80,000 cases of shell shock and it’s estimated that 
this unconscious psychological phenomenon was the cause of 1/7 of the soldiers from the British 
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Who became a pop star because of the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. She helped spread 
the word of the invasion to the world. She recorded a song in a research institute that was called 
“A Prayer for Marta”. The television broadcast station had to keep moving to prevent from being 
found. With a quick interaction with Alexander Dubcek giving her full support and giving him 
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gifts and the smuggling of their recording equipment she soon became famous. 
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