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	On October 16 1943, Pope Pius XII watched as Nazi soldiers ushered captives past the Vatican’s walls towards a line of freight cars, a mere 250 yards from his apartment windows.[footnoteRef:1] One can imagine the anguish he must have felt as all of his years of hard work in preserving his Church and protecting the Jewish people came crashing down right outside his very living room.  [1: I would like to thank my fellow colleagues for providing me with the motivation, support and the red pen for the creation of this paper; Abby Blinn, Caitlin Fiore, Elizabeth Johnston, Kali O’Day and Morgan Rybak. I would also like to thank Dr. David Kinkela who provided guidance throughout my entire writing process. I would also like to express my gratitude and appreciation for all the help the librarians at the Daniel A Reed Library provided, especially Scott Richmond, Kerrie Fergen Wilkes and Cynthia Yochym. Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to Nathan Kropp, the director of the Fredonia Newman Center.
 Gerald Posner, God’s Bankers: A History of Money and Power at the Vatican (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2015),  102.] 

The rise of Hitler and World War II brought about a dramatic shift in global policy and interaction. When writing about World War II, historians and scholars alike, tend to focus on the “big” players, such as Hitler, Stalin, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt or simply the countries like Britain, Italy and Germany. But there is a group of players that popular histories tend to overlook: the Vatican and its popes. Popular historians tend to downplay the Vatican’s role in World War II, but both Pius XI and Pius XII had a large part to play in the developments that took place during the war. Their actions are often negated or even neglected. But both Pius XI and Pius XII contributed to the rise of Hitler and the events which led up to, and took place during World War II. 
	As previously mentioned, most historians and scholars tend to focus on the more popular and well known aspects of World War II than the role the papacy played. With that being said, there is a small amount of literature that does focus on the role the popes played in the events from the 1930s – 1940s.[footnoteRef:2] This literature, however tends to focus on aspects of the papacy’s involvement that leads a reader to believe that the Church had a marginal, if not a negative, role, on events at the turn of the century. These scholars write on how the papacy remained silent during the war, and how the popes did not “give their all” to fight Hitler and his Nazi Germany.  [2:  For example, Gerald Posner, God’s Banker; Frank J. Coppa, The Papacy, the Jews, and the Holocaust (Washington DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 2006); Frank J. Coppa, Politics and the Papacy in the Modern World (New York, Praeger, 2008); Frank J. Coppa, “Between Morality and Diplomacy: The Vatican’s “silence” During the Holocaust,” The Journal of Church and State volume 50, issue 3(2008), 541-568. Religion and Philosophy.; Charles F. Delzell, The Papacy and Totalitarianism Between the Two World Wars (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1974,)  79-172; J Derek Holmes, The Papacy in the Modern World (New York: Crossroad, 1981); Itali Garzia, Chapter 9: “Pope Pius XII, Italy and the Second World War” in Peter Kent and John Poland,  Papal Diplomacy in the Modern Age (New York: Praeger, 1994),  121-136; Peter Godman, Hitler and the Vatican – Inside the Secret Archives that Reveal the New Story of the Nazis and the Church (New York: Free Press, 2004); Jacques Kornberg, The Pope’s Dilemma – Pius XII Faces Atrocities and Genocide in the Second World War (Buffalo: University of Toronto Press, 2015); Anthony Rhodes, The Vatican in the Age of the Dictators 1922-1945 (New York: Holt Rinehart and Winston, 1973); Peter Eisner, The Pope’s Last Crusade – How an American Jesuit Helped Pope Pius XI’s Campaign to Stop Hitler  (New York: William Morrow, 2013); James Hitchcock,  History of the Catholic Church – from the Apostolic Age to the Third Millennium (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2012).] 

	This is not the case. In light of various primary documents, evidence shows that the papacy fought Hitler, albeit in a nontraditional, non-confrontational way.[footnoteRef:3] This paper examines how the papacy engaged with and criticized the Nazi regime. Rereading some ecclesiastical writings of both Pius XI and Pius XII, it is indicated that the papacy was much more private in its critique of the Nazi regime than previously considered. This is the story of how two popes privately fought against Hitler in the attempt of protecting the Church and the Jewish people. [3:  Papal encyclicals which criticized the Nazi Party are Pope Pius XI, Divini Illius Magistri (1929); Pope Pius XI, Mit Brennender Sorge (1937); Pope Pius XI, Humani Generis Unitas (1939) in Georges Passelecq and Bernard Suckecky, The Hidden Encyclical of Pius XI (San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1995) 176-275; as well as a treaty with Germany, Rev. Giuseppe Pacelli, Concordat Between the Holy See and the German Reich. As well as various letters, Wartime Correspondence Between President Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII ed. Myron Taylor (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1947); Anne O’Hare McCormick, Vatican Journal 1921-1954 ed Marion Turner Sheehan. (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy,1957).] 

_______________________________________________________________
	The rise of the Nazi Party in Germany and the papacy of Pius XI are closely connected. It was Pius XI who initiated relations between the Vatican and the German political party in the attempt to ensure that Catholics in Germany were protected. The pope reigned from 1922 to 1939 as the Supreme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church, during his papacy Pius XI saw the rise of Hitler and the spread of Nazism across Europe. 
  Pope Pius XI was born Ambrigio Bamiano Achille Ratti on May 13, 1857 in Milan Italy.[footnoteRef:4] In October of 1879, Ratti entered into the Lombard Theological Seminary where he studied canon law and religious/political philosophy.[footnoteRef:5] Later that year, Ratti was ordained into the priesthood. In February of 1912, Pope Pius X appointed Ratti to the position of vice-prefect at the Vatican library where he continued his studies in canon law.[footnoteRef:6] While improving his law skills, Pope Benedict XV sent Ratti to Poland to help rebuild the devastated church communities in the aftermath of World War I, where he was appointed nuncio (papal ambassador) to Poland.[footnoteRef:7] This experience in Ratti’s life was significant because it showed him firsthand the destructive power caused by war, and how violence can destroy entire communities. This led Ratti to develop a staunch stance against violence; he became an outspoken critic of violence and secular actions which violated canon law. In 1921, Ratti was elected pope and took the title Pius XI, and he took his anti-violence stance with him as he ascended to the papal throne.[footnoteRef:8]  His motto “Pax Christi in Regino Christi” or Peace in the Realm of Christ, along with his experiences in Poland and his extensive knowledge of canon law, drove many of his decisions in the papacy and had great implications in how he dealt with Hitler and the rise of Nazi Germany. [4:  Pio XI (1857-1939), The Holy See. Accessed October 15, 2015. https://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/it/biography/documents/hf_p-xi_bio_20070330_biography.html.]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Ibid.]  [7:  Ibid.]  [8:  Ibid.] 

After the Protestant Reformation in the 16th Century, the Vatican’s influence in Germany had lessened significantly. While the majority of Germans were Catholic, a fairly large percentage of the population was of a Protestant denomination. As more and more people converted to Protestant faiths, the Catholic Church continued to lose its power and influence in the lives and actions of the German people. This loosening of the Church’s power over people’s lives led to a dramatic power shift in the European world, which would be around for many years to come. World War I further fractured the Catholic Church in Germany. Due to the war’s widespread destruction, many Catholic institutions in Germany were destroyed or weakened, thus further reducing the power of the Vatican in Germany. In the aftermath of war, the Church wanted to reestablish itself in Germany. To achieve Catholic influence and ensure Catholic protection, an alliance formed between Pope Pius XI and Rev. Giuseppe Pacelli; two clergymen who held two polarizing views on politics and the faith. 
Giuseppe Pacelli was born on March 2, 1876 in Rome, Italy.[footnoteRef:9] Pacelli was born into a wealthy family that served in the legal offices of the Roman Curia – the governing body of the Catholic Church.  Living up to his family’s reputation, Pacelli graduated from the Gregorian University with a degree in diplomatic relations and from the Pontifical University of the Roman Seminary where he received a degree of honors in theology.[footnoteRef:10]  He was later ordained into the priesthood on April 2, 1899. In 1920, Benedict XV appointed Pacelli to the position of nuncio of Berlin where he stayed for 12 years, negotiating treaties between German states and rebuilding the Catholic Church.[footnoteRef:11]   [9:  Biografia Di Sua Santità Pio XII. The Holy See. Accessed October 15, 2015. http://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/it/biography/documents/hf_p-xii_bio_20070302_biography.html.]  [10:  Ibid.]  [11:  Ibid.] 

Both Pius XI and Pacelli sought to reestablish the church in Germany and help grow Catholic dominance in the region. It was hoped that once Catholics achieved a dominant status in Germany, they would then be ensured of their religious protection and liberties. As the highest Catholic official in Germany, Pacelli had the authority to enter into agreements with different German states which promoted Catholicism.[footnoteRef:12]  But winning over a few German states only got the church so far; they needed a political ally, and the weak Weimar Republic was not going to help. Pope Pius XI and Pacelli went looking for a man who could prove to be a strong leader, in the hopes that they would be able to gain support and favor from his office. [12:  Ibid. ] 

The church saw a potential ally in a disgruntled German who was trying to gain political power. This unassuming man, the pope and Pacelli believed, would be able to be molded into a tool that they could wield to achieve their political goals within Germany.  Unknown to Pius and Pacelli, this unpretentious man, known as Adolf Hitler, viewed the Catholic Church as “a great institution that had outlived its purpose and usefulness” which he hoped to bring to a quick and quiet end.[footnoteRef:13]  However, he recognized the usefulness in acquiring the Church, with its global connections and large “fan” base, as an ally. The Church and Hitler would enter into an agreement of mutual aid. [13:  J Derek Holmes, The Papacy in the Modern World (New York: Crossroad, 1981), 101.] 

As the highest Catholic official in Germany, Pacelli was the unofficial “leader” of the German Center Party (also known as the Catholic Party). While it did not dominate the political landscape of the government, it did hold some sway in the political arena.[footnoteRef:14] To achieve Catholic influence in German politics, Pius XI suggested that Pacelli work to unite the Center Party and Hitler’s German National Party.[footnoteRef:15]  This idea of a union was built on the hope of fostering a relationship between the two parties; if Pacelli was able to orchestrate the union correctly, it would benefit the interests of the Church as a whole. It was hoped that the union would create a new “power house” in the government that would change governmental policy in the participants’ favor.  [14:  Avro Manhattan, The Vatican in World Affairs (New York: Gaer Associatesm, 1941), 154.]  [15:  Ibid.] 

This proposed union quickly broke apart, when German bishops started to complain that the ideology of the German National Party conflicted with Catholic doctrine. They claimed that the political ideology of the party was anti-Catholic and that Catholics could not be part of the party without denying their faith.[footnoteRef:16]  The bishops thus forbade any German Catholic to participate in the German National Party and kept clergy from administering sacraments to party officials.[footnoteRef:17]   [16:  J. Derek Holmes,  101.]  [17:  Ibid.] 

If this union between the two parties was allowed to die, then all hope of achieving Catholic influence in Germany would die with it. So Pacelli, under the order of Pius XI, commanded all German clergy to fully support the union of the parties.[footnoteRef:18]   It looked as if the Vatican was going to benefit from the alliance with Hitler, but what they failed to see was the parasitic way Hitler leeched on the church. The Catholic support ultimately led to the rise of the German National Party in the German government and the destruction of Catholic influence in Germany.[footnoteRef:19]  Yet, throughout the 1920s, the relationship solidified Catholic authority in Germany. In 1929 Pius XI called Pacelli back to Rome and appointed him to the position of Secretary of State. [18:  Ibid.]  [19:  Avro Manhattan, 156.] 

As Secretary of State, Pacelli acted as Pius XI’s legal counsel and his personal representative on diplomatic missions. In the 1930’s, Pacelli became acquainted with Franklin Delano Roosevelt while on a diplomatic trip to the United States. Pacelli also helped construct the Concordat between Germany and the Vatican.[footnoteRef:20]  Both of these actions taken by Pacelli would have a large role to play in future events during World War II. [20:  Biografia Di Sua Santità Pio XII.] 

The end of 1929 marked an important shift in the relationship between the Vatican and Hitler. Three events took place which would have devastating long term results in events to come. On December 31, 1929 Pius XI issued his encyclical Divini Illius Magistri, where he proclaimed it was the Catholic Church’s right, not the state’s, to educate the youth and develop them into Catholics “fit for the kingdom of God.”[footnoteRef:21] The encyclical stated that “hence it is that in this proper object of her [the Church’s] mission . . . in faith and morals, God Himself has made the Church sharer in the divine magisterium, and by a special privilege, granted her immunity from error . . . inherent in herself [the Church] an inviolable right to freedom in teaching . . . the Church has an independent right to make use of it, and above all to decide what may help or harm Christian education.”[footnoteRef:22] Pius XI insisted that secular authority was unfit to teach the mind of the youth because of its corrupt ways. He argued that the Church had been granted by God a gift which kept her from making wrong decisions. This claim for the minds of the youth would affect future deals with the German government.  [21:  Pope Pius XI. Divini Illius Magistri. The Holy See. Accessed October 20, 2015. http://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_31121929_divini-illius-magistri.html.]  [22:  Ibid.] 

The second event centered on the German National Party’s persecution of the Jews in Germany. Due to anti-Semitism among many of Germany’s Catholics and the Vatican’s desire to achieve political influence in Germany, many Catholics turned a blind eye to the persecutions.[footnoteRef:23] Some clergy even went as far as condoning the violence; Cardinal Faulhaber called the German clergy to support the Nazis when he said “we bishops are being asked why the Catholic Church . . . does not intervene on behalf of Jews. This is not possible . . . [the] struggle against the Jews would then become a struggle against the Catholics, and because Jews can help themselves.”[footnoteRef:24]Indeed many Catholics went along with the persecutions because they wanted to protect themselves. The utter lack of papal response further solidified that fact that the Vatican also was concerned about protecting its own interests. Hitler took this silence as a sign that he had the Church’s full support. [23:  Gerald L. Posner, God’s Bankers: A History of Money and Power at the Vatican (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2015),  64.]  [24:  Ibid.] 

The third and final event occurred on April 1, 1930, when the chancellor of Germany, Bruening, sent a letter to Pius XI explaining the plan to overtake the government under the guidance of Hitler.[footnoteRef:25] The plan called for the German National Party to win the majority of the governmental seats. Once this was done, the current government would be destroyed and a new nationalistic government would take its place.[footnoteRef:26] To accomplish this goal, the party needed help from the Center Party to acquire enough votes. Because Pius XI and Pacelli were concerned about achieving a political voice in German politics to ensure the protection of the Church, Pius XI “recommended” to his German Catholics that they support the German National Party in elections.[footnoteRef:27] Through the combined actions of both parties, the German National Party was able to acquire enough votes to become dominant in German politics. [25:  Avro Manhattan, 159.]  [26:  Avro Manhattan, 160.]  [27:  Ibid.] 

The use of Catholic votes with the backing of the papacy benefited the German National Party greatly. The party’s power culminated with the election of Hitler as Chancellor of Germany in June of 1933.[footnoteRef:28] Starting in July 1933, Pius XI commissioned Pacelli to work on a political treaty with German diplomats, which would create an official alliance between the new German National government of Hitler and the Vatican in Rome. This Concordat was developed in an attempt to guarantee religious protection in Germany. Under the agreement, the Church could practice the faith freely and publically without government criticism or overstep.[footnoteRef:29] The Church was also granted the full right to educate Catholic German youths, in support of Pius XI’s encyclical Divini Illius Magistri. And finally, a share of government taxes would be delegated to finance the Church in Germany.[footnoteRef:30] In return, the German clergy of the Catholic Church had to swear an oath of loyalty to the German government.[footnoteRef:31] Pacelli tried to include the protection of baptized Jews into the agreement, but the German diplomats would not hear of it. The agreement looked favorable to both parties.  The Church received its religious protection, which it fought so hard to get, as well as gained access to the minds of the youth, while the government got backing by a global institution. In 1933, when Hitler was elected chancellor, he signed the treaty creating the Concordat, thus creating an alliance between the Vatican and Germany.[footnoteRef:32] However, the end of good relations between Germany and the Vatican was in sight.  [28:  J. Derek Holmes, 102.]  [29:  Rev. Giuseppe Pacelli, Concordat Between the Holy See and the German Reich,  http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1570.]  [30:  Ibid.]  [31:  Ibid.]  [32:  Avro Manhattan, 91.] 

 Only a month after signing the treaty, Hitler was granted dictatorial powers by parliament, thus bringing to an end all political parties in Germany (including the Center Party).[footnoteRef:33]  In a single motion, the Church went from being on the road to political influence, to hitting a political dead end. In the events that followed, the Concordat which Pius XI glorified as a momentous step for the Catholic Church appeared to be no more than empty promises. Pius XI claimed that the Concordat was breached by the Nazis; clergy and religious were put on trial for false crimes.[footnoteRef:34] Clergy were beaten and imprisoned.[footnoteRef:35] Religious buildings were violated.[footnoteRef:36] The religious press was suppressed, while the Catholic political groups were attacked and closed down.[footnoteRef:37] Germany also broke its agreement to support Catholic education, as Catholic schools were shut down, seminaries were closed, and Catholic youth groups were replaced by Hitler Youth.[footnoteRef:38]  [33:  Ibid.]  [34:  Gerald L. Posner, 65.]  [35:  Ibid.]  [36:  Ibid.]  [37:  Gerald L. Posner, 65. and J. Derek Holmes, 102.]  [38:  J. Derek Holmes, 102.] 

In 1934, the month of June saw three murders of Catholic public officials. The president of Catholic Action in Berlin, Erich Klaussner, and the President of the Association of German Catholics, Adalbert Probst, were both shot while leaving work.[footnoteRef:39]  In addition to these murders, the editor of the Berlin Catholic newspaper was found dead in his prison cell after he was arrested for covering the trial of a priest.[footnoteRef:40]  The persecution of Catholics and Jews continued, and eventually Pius XI told the British Government what was going on in Germany.[footnoteRef:41]  In a speech to the Curia, Pius XI exclaimed that “in Germany today, a full religious persecution is in progress.”[footnoteRef:42] [39:  Ibid.]  [40:  Ibid.]  [41:  Gerald L. Posner, 67.]  [42:  J. Derek Holmes, 115.] 

Pius XI had had enough. His dream of achieving religious protection for his flock in Germany was dying. This alliance he thought he had achieved turned out to be merely a false friendship put forth by Hitler. He no longer saw the alliance between Germany and the Vatican as beneficial, so he went on the offensive. Pius XI wanted to publicly confront the Nazis and condemn their policies, but Pacelli tried to talk him out of it. As a diplomat, Pacelli knew the possible ramifications that would likely ensue if the pope publicly criticized Hitler. Pacelli feared that if the pope spoke out, the persecutions in Germany would only intensify and all would be lost. The Secretary of State hoped that over the course of time, a new agreement would be made between Germany and the Vatican. If the pope spoke out, the chances of achieving a new agreement would be slim. Nevertheless, Pius XI’s outspokenness overrode Pacelli’s caution. At a New Years’ reception in January 1936, the pope vocally announced his displeasure with Germany and declared “Nazism [and Communism] as enemies of truth and justice.”[footnoteRef:43]  When Hitler came to Rome to meet with Mussolini, the pope closed the Vatican and went to Castle Gondolfo, where he held a papal audience comparing Hitler to Nero and denouncing the evils of racism and anti-Semitism.[footnoteRef:44] [43:  J. Derek Holmes, 110.]  [44:  Gerald L. Posner, 73. and J. Derek Holmes, 115.] 

Due to his firsthand experiences in post-World War I Poland and his extensive knowledge of canon law, the pope was all too familiar with the persecutions and devastation that an oppressive government could instill on its population. In 1937, Pius XI enlisted the help of Pacelli to draft the anti-Nazi encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge, where the pope publicly condemned Hitler and the Nazi party for their persecutions and beliefs.  In the encyclical, Pius argued that the Concordat between Germany and the Vatican was designed to protect and ensure religious protection and bring aid to the people (of all faiths) of Germany; “concluded the negotiations [ of the Concordat] by a solemn treaty . . . to secure for Germany the freedom of the Church’s beneficent mission and the salvation of the souls in her [the Church’s] care, as well as by a sincere wish to render the German people a service essential for its peaceful development and prosperity.”[footnoteRef:45] He went on to say that the Vatican only acted in the interest of the German people and the German Church; “we have never ceased . . . to represent to the responsible rulers  your country’s destiny, the consequences which would inevitably follow the protection and even the favor, extended to such a policy . . . we have done everything in Our power to defend the sacred pledge of the given word of honor against theories and practices, which . . . would wreck every faith in treaties and make every signature worthless.”[footnoteRef:46] He also said that the Church clearly did everything it could to enforce the treaty, but that they had no chance in achieving a peaceful resolution because the Nazi government had no intention of adopting the agreement; “anyone must acknowledge . . . how the other contacting party emasculated the terms of the treaty, distorted their meaning, and eventually considered it more or less official violation as a normal policy.”[footnoteRef:47] Pius condemned the practices of the Nazi party when he said “whoever exalts race, or the people, or the State, or a particular form of State, of the depositories of power, or any other fundamental value of the human community . . . whoever raises these notions above their standard value and divinizes them to an idolatrous level, distorts and perverts an order of the world planned and created by God.” He continued by stating that “none but superficial minds could stumble into concepts of a National God or a national religion; or attempt to lock within the frontiers of a single people, with the narrow limits of a single race” (this was in response to the racist policies of the Nazi party).[footnoteRef:48] [45:  Pope Pius XI, Mit Brennender Sorge, The Holy See. Accessed November 8, 2015. http://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_14031937_mit-brennender-sorge.html.]  [46:  Ibid.]  [47:  Ibid.]  [48:  Ibid.] 

Pope Pius XI then appealed to the German Catholics to not give up hope and stand firm in their beliefs, because the ideology taking hold in Germany was incompatible with a true moral life; “we turn to you, the German Catholics . . . to hold your faith in God . . . His sacred words stands for a true and worthy concept of Divinity . . . no faith in God can for long survive pure and unalloyed without the support of faith in Christ.”[footnoteRef:49] Pius then thanked the German Catholics for “persisting in their Christian duty.” He said that “it is part of [the Bishops’] sacred obligations to do whatever is in their power to enforce respect for, and obedience to, the commandments of God, as these are the necessary foundation of all private life and public morality . . . faith in Christ cannot maintain itself pure and unalloyed without the support of faith in the church.”[footnoteRef:50]  [49:  Ibid.]  [50:  Ibid.] 

At the start of the last section in the encyclical, Pius stated that “the Church, whose work lies among men and operates through men, may see her divine mission obscured by human . . . persistently growing and developing like a cockle among the wheat of the kingdom of God.”[footnoteRef:51] In this section, Pius addressed how Germany was threatening the Church and how people must stand true to their virtues and beliefs; “in your country . . . voices are swelling into a chorus urging people to leave the Church . . . create the impression that this infidelity to Christ the King constitutes a signal and meritorious act of loyalty to the modern state. Secret and open measures of intimidation, the threat of economic and civic disabilities, bear on the loyalty of certain classes of Catholic functionaries, a pressure which violates every human right and dignity.”[footnoteRef:52] He ended his encyclical urging the German people to “fight on” and not waver in their beliefs, and ensured them that they had the full support of the Church. [51:  Ibid.]  [52:  Ibid.] 

Mit Brennender Sorge was the pope’s first major attempt to confront Hitler and the atrocities that the Führer was inflicting on the people of Germany. He criticized the Nazi regime in Germany, he gave a moral boost to the German people, and he warned the Germans of the dangers of the Nazi party. While Pius stated he was fighting for all of the German people, he did not address the Jewish persecutions occurring in Germany. Upon its completion, Pope Pius XI had the encyclical published in German and distributed them to German parishes where they were read on Easter Sunday, which the Nazis quickly put a stop to.
In his final act against Hitler, Pius XI commissioned American Jesuit Lafarge to write an encyclical titled Humani Generis Unitas. Unlike the encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge, which addressed the corruptness of the Nazi government, this encyclical was to address the evils of anti-Semitism and racism.   Pope Pius XI enlisted LaFarge’s help to write this encyclical based on the Jesuit’s past history of writing on the evils of anti-Semitism.[footnoteRef:53] The encyclical was to be written in private, only Pope Pius XI and LaFarge, along with two other Jesuits who were to aid him, knew of the encyclical.[footnoteRef:54] Unfortunately for Pius XI, the General of the Jesuit order found out of the letter and after invoking the doctrine of obedience,  forced LaFarge to hand over the encyclical.[footnoteRef:55] The General confiscated the encyclical and edited it.  When Pius XI found out, he demanded the encyclical be delivered immediately. Unfortunately, Pius XI died of a heart attack before he was able to read it on February 10, 1939.[footnoteRef:56]  As secretary of state, Pacelli organized all of the pope’s belongings, and the encyclical mysteriously “vanished” before it could be released to the public.[footnoteRef:57] [53:  Peter Eisner, The Pope’s Last Crusade: How an American Jesuit Helped Pope Pius XI’s Campaign to Stop Hitler (New York: William Morrow, 2013). ]  [54:  Georges Passelecq and Bernard Suchecky, The Hidden Encyclical of Pius XI (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1997).]  [55:  Ibid.]  [56:  “Pio XI”.]  [57:  Ibid.] 

A month after the death of Pope Pius XI, Pacelli was elected pope under the name of Pius XII.[footnoteRef:58]  Pius XII’s papacy was marked by a time of great political upheaval in Europe. During his papacy, Pius XII used his diplomatic skills to try and avoid all conflict arising throughout Europe.  [58:  Biografia Di Sua Santità Pio XII.] 

When Pius XII ascended to the papacy, he inherited a giant political mess. Anne McCormick, a writer for the British Times, commented in 1933, “The Church has no foreign policy except to defend, where attacked, the vital interests of religion. Formal governments are no concern of the Vatican today, save as they interfere with the right of the Church to care for fundamental human rights.”[footnoteRef:59] This idea would be what Pius XII would try to achieve as Europe broke out into World War II. [59:  Anne O’Hare McCormick, “The New Pope” in Vatican Journal 1921 -1954 ed. Marion Turner Sheehan (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1957). ] 

Throughout the war, Pope Pius XII maintained a strict policy of neutrality. Many historians have claimed that this neutrality resulted in his unwillingness to speak out against crimes, thus allowing the war to continue and death and destruction to escalate. For example, in The Vatican in World Politics, Avro Manhattan points out how the pope remained silent when Germany invaded Norway, France and Poland.[footnoteRef:60]  Manhattan goes on to say how Pope Pius XII favored a peace plan which “would have favored the Right and would have settled all Eastern European problems in Germany’s favor” in an attempt to keep Soviet Russia at bay.[footnoteRef:61] In The Pope’s Dilemma, Jacques Kornberg quoted known church historian Michael Phayer in which he recalls that there is a “wealth of political and diplomatic literature, but sparseness on religious literature” on the pope’s actions and motivations during the war.[footnoteRef:62] In other words, Phayer argues that the pope was concerned more about maintaining political neutrality then he was acting as a spiritual guiding force. This claim that Pope Pius XII did nothing to end conflict and the war is false, and will be examined through the use of various primary documents. [60:  Avro Manhattan, 194, 199, 201.]  [61:  Ibid., 197.]  [62:  Jacques Kornberg, 5.] 

As Europe broke into war, Pius XII tried to keep Europe all together. His time as nuncio in post-World War I Berlin had allowed him to see firsthand the devastating effects war had on societies. Thus, he tried every possibility to keep war from happening. Pius XII proposed a conference to bring Britain, France, Germany and Italy together to figure out how to avoid war.  McCormick called this a “peace meeting” in Danzig to avoid war[footnoteRef:63].  The pope’s plea for a peace conference was rejected by each country, but that did not stop the pope from trying to avoid almost certain destruction.  [63:  Anne O’ Hare McCormick “Vatican Move May Be A Sign Danzig Talks Are Near” in Vatican Journal 1921-1954 ed. Marion Turner Sheehan (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1957). ] 

In his August 1939 radio broadcast, Pope Pius XII made a speech where he said “Nothing is lost with peace. Everything can be lost with War.”[footnoteRef:64] It is with this mindset that Pius XII responded to the political turmoil engulfing Europe. In the speech, Pius came out and said that the Church had no means of forcing people to listen, but “We, armed with nothing other than the word of Truth, above public rivalry and passion, speak in the name of God, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.”[footnoteRef:65] He hoped that people would take up his offer as a peace mediator, or at the very least listen to his message, in an attempt for people to avoid a bloody conflict. Pius opened his speech by addressing it to “All the World;” this is symbolic because he was not only addressing Catholics, or Germans, but was appealing to the larger global community.[footnoteRef:66] Pope Pius XII was calling all people to fight for peace claiming that “it is with the strength of reason, not with that of arms, that Justice makes its way.”[footnoteRef:67] Pius ended the speech with caution and optimism “the danger is imminent, but there is still time. . . we invite all to turn your gaze to Heaven and to seek with fervent prayers to the Lord that his abundant grace descend upon this world shocked, appease the anger, reconciles spirits and face shine the dawn of a more peaceful future.”[footnoteRef:68] The purpose of his speech was to unite the world in a quest to achieve peace, and he hoped to prove that the Church would be the best causeway for this mission. [64:  Biographia Di Sua Santita Pio XIII.]  [65:  Ibid.]  [66:  Ibid.]  [67:  Ibid.]  [68:  Ibid.] 

As a lifelong diplomate, Pius XII recognized that the first avenue of approach for solving the problems facing Europe was through diplomatic channels, so he left no stone unturned in trying to achieve his goal. He did everything in his power to bring Europe from the brink of war. He appealed to Catholics and to the world as a whole. He directly addressed political leaders, and he sent out nuncios across the world to voice his concern of the escalating violence. While in the end, Pius XII was unable to save Europe from war, McCormick noted in an editorial that a British diplomate declared he had “never met a more accomplished diplomate” then Pope Pius XII.[footnoteRef:69] [69:  Anne O’ Hare McCormick, “Vatican Move May Be A Sign Danzig Talks Are Near.”] 

When war started, Pius XII directed all the cardinals in Europe submit daily reports to the Vatican so that he would be up to date on all current events.[footnoteRef:70]  In Pius’ mind, he had the best chance of ending the war through negotiation as pope. This was because of his “spiritual plenipotentiary” –his ability to act independently and outside established governments, since the Vatican was a sovereign state.[footnoteRef:71]  As a result, Pius XII claimed a stance of neutrality. He did not support either side; he did not support the Nazi party, but he also did not trust the allies would fight a just war because he saw the devastation they inflicted while conquering Germany at the end of World War I.[footnoteRef:72]   Pius XII remained neutral hoping to act as a mediator for the conflict.  [70:  Gerald L. Posner, 81.]  [71:  Anne O’ Hare McCormick, “Vatican Move May Be A Sign Danzig Talks Are Near.”]  [72:  J. Derek Holmes, 77,124.] 

Because of the network of churches, monasteries and convents all across Europe, Pius XII had many “eyes and ears” gathering and sending him information.[footnoteRef:73]  In some cases, Pius XII learned about events before other military and governmental groups. For example, in 1941, Pius XII received information on the existence of death camps in Germany well before allied leaders did. However, Pius XII, remained quiet on the subject because of his belief on neutrality.[footnoteRef:74]  Many people claimed that if Pius XII had spoken out against Nazi crimes, he could have saved millions of lives. He feared however that if he spoke out, fighting would ensue and the German army would “dig in,” causing more damage and destruction.[footnoteRef:75]  Just as when he tried to dissuade Pope Pius XI from publicly criticizing Hitler, Pius XII feared that doing so would be jeopardizing the millions of souls already under German occupation. This belief came from an incident in the Netherlands when Nazi occupiers retaliated when local bishops spoke out against persecutions.[footnoteRef:76] If such terrible atrocities were performed when local bishops spoke out, Pius could only imagine the wide scale atrocities which would occur if he, the head of the global Church, spoke out. [73:  Gerald L. Posner, 93.]  [74:  Ibid.]  [75:  Ibid., 100.]  [76:  James Hitchcock, History of the Catholic Church – From the Apostolic Age to the Third Millennium (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2012) 385.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pius XII remained silent, but that did not mean he did not act. Pius XII set up the Pontifical Relief Commission, which worked to end violence and aid people who were affected by the war.[footnoteRef:77]  The commission tried to give supplies to occupied countries, though the Allies would not allow it due to the fear that the supplies would end up in Nazi hands.[footnoteRef:78]  Pius XII then organized supply runs through different agencies, and thus brought much needed aid to war victims. For example, the pope orchestrated supplies to be delivered to Poland through the Red Cross.[footnoteRef:79] Pius also set up the Vatican Information Services, which provided information to people via radio broadcasts.[footnoteRef:80]  These broadcasts helped families locate lost loved ones, bring supplies to refugees, locate POWs, and bring medical care to the sick.[footnoteRef:81] The pope also appointed chaplains that went to POW camps to care for prisoners.  He also appointed bishops in Germany who would stand up to the Nazis and gave German bishops autonomy in making decisions because they knew what was happening at the current time.[footnoteRef:82]  Pius XII was also frequently asked to intervene and mediate in prisoner/injured soldier swaps due to his neutrality.[footnoteRef:83]  [77:  J. Derek Holmes, 150.]  [78:  Ibid.]  [79:  Ibid.]  [80:  Ibid., 151.]  [81:  Ibid.]  [82:  Ibid., 151 and 167.]  [83:  Ibid., 152.] 

While he was neutral, Pius XII did act in favor of the Allies from time to time. Pius XII used different papal offices and officials to pass information about events and movements in Germany to British officials. For example, in 1940 Pius XII sent British officials an offer by German generals who were willing to negotiate behind Hitler’s back, though Britain declined.[footnoteRef:84]  [84:  Ibid., 124.] 

While Pius XII appeared to have remained silent about the persecution of Jews, he helped save them from Nazi aggression. When the German army entered Rome, they began to round up the Jewish population. In response, the pope offered up the Vatican’s gold to pay the Jews’ ransom.[footnoteRef:85] The army accepted the money, but unfortunately two days later many of Rome’s Jews were captured.[footnoteRef:86]  Besides “paying” for their freedom, which ultimately failed, Pius XII also provided shelter and protection for displaced Jews. Early in the war, both sides agreed to honor papal neutrality. Because the pope is head of the Church, and because each individual parish and religious house is part of the larger global Church, each individual parish, convent and monastery experiences a special form of extra-territorial rights, which made them neutral as well.[footnoteRef:87]  As a result, Pius XII opened up churches, monasteries, and convents all across Europe, including the Vatican and the papal summer house at Castle Gondolfo, to house and shelter displaced Jews and protect them from German capture.[footnoteRef:88]  At the end of the war, it is estimated that over 400,000 Jewish people were sheltered inside church buildings under the direction of Pius XII.[footnoteRef:89]   According to Hitchcock, the papacy was able to save 85% of all Italian Jews through this method.[footnoteRef:90] [85:  Gerald Posner, 101.]  [86:  Ibid.]  [87:  J. Derek Holmes, 152.]  [88:  J Derek Holmes, 152 – 155 and James Hitchcock, 385.]  [89:  J. Derek Homes, 158.]  [90:  James Hitchcock, 385.] 

As the war progressed, and the full measure of the concentration camps was confirmed, Pope Pius XII broke his neutral stance on the issue and orchestrated massive protests among the clergy and papal nuncios in occupied territories.[footnoteRef:91] An example of the pope conducting protests and can be seen in Pius’s involvement in ending Jewish persecution in Hungary; the puppet state in Hungary deported large numbers of Jews to the German death camps.[footnoteRef:92] Through diplomatic negotiations, personal correspondence, and public protest, Pope Pius XII was able to intervene and persuade the Nazi puppet government to end all deportations.[footnoteRef:93]  [91:  Ibid.]  [92:  Ibid.]  [93:  Ibid.] 

One final example of how Pius XII aided the Jews can be seen before he became pope. On November 30, 1938 just days after Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass), Pacelli used his office of Secretary of State to negotiate with governments across the world.[footnoteRef:94] Through this, he was able to acquire VISAs for at least 200,000 Jews.[footnoteRef:95]  Astoundingly, all of this was done in secret. Pacelli arranged for bishops in various countries to petition their governments to seek VISAs; when the Jews went to apply for VISAs, many of them were accepted. As a result, thousands of Jews were able to flee Europe, many of whom had no idea their VISA was connected to the Vatican. Instead of remaining silent as many scholars and historians claim, Pius XII actually helped many Jews escape persecution, albeit in a secret, behind the scenes way. [94:   Simon Caldwell, “Hitler’s Pope’ Saved Thousands of Jewish Lives” The Telegraph July 06, 2010. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-two/7874740/Hitlers-Pope-saved-thousands-of-Jewish-lives.html]  [95:  Ibid.] 

Towards the end of the war, Pius XII realized the dangers of neutrality. In particular, he acknowledged that if he did not start to take a public stand as the tide turned toward an Allied victory, he would not be included as a mediator in peace talks. Pius XII then took to the radio. In his 1944 Christmas broadcast, Pius XII claimed that “democracy was the safest form of government” and how peace must come soon before the destruction is even worse.[footnoteRef:96]  In another broadcast, Pius XII called for all “occupying powers to treat those they control with mercy.”[footnoteRef:97]   Ever the diplomat, he did not want to openly attack Nazi Germany, and risk innocent lives, but he showed biased opinions in the Allies’ favor throughout his speeches.[footnoteRef:98]  Some claimed that if the pope came out and denounced the Nazis, Hitler would have lost much support among German Catholics and the war would have ended  much sooner. But some saw this as a benefit for the cause; his message reached thousands of people, so it was hoped that his apparent neutral tone would fire up occupied people and inspire them to rise up and overthrow their occupiers.[footnoteRef:99] [96:  Anne O’Hare McCormick, “Papal Message A Momentous Pronouncement” in Vatican Journal 1921 -1954 ed. Marion Turner Sheehan (New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1957).]  [97:  J. Derek Holmes, 129.]  [98:  Ibid.]  [99:  Ibid.] 

Throughout his papacy, Pope Pius XII actively sought and engaged in forming political friendships with various leaders across the world. This is seen nowhere better than in World War II, where the pope maintained contact with Allied leaders throughout the events that lead to and took place during the war. As previously mentioned, Pius was known to have secretly conducted behind the scenes dealings with Allied leaders. This ranged anywhere from a simple prisoner swap, to giving Allied leaders access to Axis troop information and military movements. 
One of the most important relationships the pope established during the war originated from his time as Secretary of State. Throughout the entire war, the head of the Catholic Church maintained constant communication with the head of the United States. In her article “Letters of President Roosevelt to Pope Pius XII”, McCormick wrote that “Roosevelt foresaw that every force in the world . . . moral and spiritual . . . would have to mobilized before the struggle war over”; this view was also shared by Pope Pius XII.[footnoteRef:100]  This shared idea of a union between “moral and spiritual forces” was the catalyst for the formation of a longstanding relationship between the two global powers. For the duration of the war, both Pius and Roosevelt exchanged correspondence seeking each other’s advice and giving each other their own viewpoints on current events. To facilitate this exchange, Roosevelt appointed Myron Taylor as his personal representative to the Vatican. In a statement from the Vatican on August 6, 1946, Pope Pius explained the role of Taylor, “it was that the one so designated by him would be ‘the channel of communication for any views You [Roosevelt] and I [Pius] might wish to exchange in the interest of concord among the peoples of the world.’”[footnoteRef:101]  [100:  Anne O’Hare McCormick, “Letters of President Roosevelt to Pope Pius XII,” in Vatican Journal, 1921-1954. Ed. Marion Turner Sheehan. ( New York: Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1957).]  [101:  Wartime Correspondence Between President Roosevelt and Pope Pius XII ed. Myron Taylor (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1947), xiii.] 

It was through Taylor that the exchanges and dialogue was continued. In a collection of letters Myron Taylor published, it is evident that both leaders were interested in achieving a quick and lasting peace. In a letter from August 22, 1940, Pope Pius wrote to Roosevelt that “our hope in a future which shall see the re-establishment of a general and enduring peace . . . we are redoubling our prayers and our endeavors to find a practicable way to such a peace as will bear within the promise of permanency.”[footnoteRef:102]  In response to the pope’s letter, Roosevelt wrote “. . . necessary to realize that peace as Your Holiness conceives it must be based upon the re-establishment of Christian law and doctrines as the guiding principles which govern the relations of free men and free nations.”[footnoteRef:103]  This exchange shows that both the president and the pope recognized that if peace was to be achieved, it would have to be done through the cooperation and enforcement of Christian and moral principles.   [102:  Pope Pius XII, “Letter from His Holiness to President Roosevelt August 22, 1940” in Wartime Correspondence, 35.]  [103:  Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Reply of President Roosevelt to His Holiness October 1, 1940” in Wartime Correspondence, 37.] 

Both men sought to bring violence to an end. In an Easter Telegram from 1941, Pope Pius XII stated “Our heart is particularly saddened by the massacre and widespread devastation which the present conflict is leaving in its wake.”[footnoteRef:104]  Two years later, Pius wrote Roosevelt worrying that “the succeeding years unfortunately have seen heart-rending tragedies increase and multiply . . . the faithful of Italy should . . . look to it [the Vatican] for protection and comfort especially in hours of crisis . . . their pleading voices reach us carried on their steady confidence that they will not go unanswered.”[footnoteRef:105]  Pius went on to ask Roosevelt to save Rome and its citizens from destruction and occupation. This letter shows how the pope viewed himself, and was viewed by others, as the guardian of Rome and how he acted to protect it from harm. As the war went on, Pope Pius XII and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt continued their correspondence through Myron Taylor, both seeking a way to achieve a long lasting peace. For the rest of the war, the “holy diplomat” continued to engage in dialogue between various global leaders in the attempt to find a way to achieve a peace and bring the violence to an end.    [104:  Pope Pius XII, “Message from his Holiness to President Roosevelt [Telegram] Easter – April 1941” in Wartime Correspondence, 53.]  [105:  Pope Pius XII, “Message from his Holiness to President Roosevelt May 18, 1943” in Wartime Correspondence, 89-90.] 


Pius XII has been greatly criticized for “staying quiet” during World War II, while he could have easily publicized his actions; his chief concern was always for those in harm’s way. He stayed quiet, not out of fear for his own safety, but out of fear for all those in harm’s way. In an interview after the war, Pius XII said he had a choice to make “was his own moral reputation more important than the life of a single Jew, or was the life of even one Jew more valuable than justifying his role in the eyes of the world?”[footnoteRef:106]  For Pius XII it was clear, he forfeited his own reputation in the hope of saving as many lives as he could. [106:  J. Derek Holmes, 168.] 

Both Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius XII had a dramatic role in the rise of Hitler and the events in World War II. Both men took very different approaches to dealing with the issues they faced in their papacy; Pius XI was outspoken and not afraid of a fight, while Pius XII was more diplomatic and acted behind the scenes. While the church is often forgotten in global politics, it is always interacting with the world in some way. Would Hitler have come to power if it was not for the agreement made with Pope Pius XI and Pacelli?  Would World War II have started or ended the way it did if it was not for the popes’ actions? One cannot know for certain what the answers to these questions would be, but what is known is that both Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius XII had a large role in key events which changed world history.
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