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BLACK SCREEN:
SLOW BLACK AND WHITE FLICKERS:
DANIEL, 27, speaks as if he doesn't want to be heard.

A quiet constant sound of a ball point pen writes on a piece
of paper. However, the pen doesn't sound every time Daniel
speaks. When Daniel speaks, his mind seems to wander, he gets
side tracked ever so often.

DANIEL (V.0.)
Ok...

Daniel quietly laughs to himself, however, there is an
obvious tone of sadness, and depression which is present in
his voice.

Daniel feels he's not off to a great start when he starts his
suicide letter.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Geez. With being a writer, you'd think
I'd be good at it...

A beat.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
It'll be the last thing that I write,
right? Then why does it feel so hard
to write anything? Does every person
who writes out a suicide letter,
struggle with writing it? Cause it's
not easy...

Daniel thinks about that thought for a moment. Daniel
realizes that was a stupid question to ask himself.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
(mockery)
Huh, "maybe that's why I should be
writing it, stupid".

A beat.
DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
You know, while writing this letter, I
searched up how to write a suicide

letter.

Daniel believes it is absolutely pathetic that he has to

* ok % ok

*

*

* ok Kk ok

* %

* ok Kk %k



search up how to write a suicide letter.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Out of all the things I would possibly
be good at, WRITING one of these damn
things, is what I'm having trouble
with. I'm having writers block for a
fucking suicide letter!

CUT TO:

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - EVENING

Open to a wooden dinner table. Daniel places a Suicide Letter

and a Will on the table from off screen.

Daniel walks past the dinner table, and into the background,
to pack up some move boxes.

BEGIN MONTAGE:
Daniel organizes all of his stuff in his apartment.

A tension is present, as if walls seem to close in as Daniel
speaks.

DANIEL (V.O.)

I would first like to say, this is no
one's fault, but my own. I acknowledge
that I am taking the easy way out. I
understand that I am a coward... but
at the end of the day, my life is my
life, and I choose to do with it as I
feel is necessary.... Now, I know I am
going to hurt those who love me, but I
digress. However, I stand corrected.

The tension seems to loosen up, a little. Daniel seems to
speak in listing-off format.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
I am Daniel Hayes, 27 years old. I'm-
uh, Screenwriter, I am divorced.
Daniel seems to pause for a moment.
DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Recently divorced, uh, 7 years. I am

also recently unemployed, 6 years.

The ruffles of paper are heard, Daniel repositions the paper.
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DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
I had my dream job, and I had my dream
wife. I lost both like a gambling
addict loses 20,000 dollars and a
mortgage on a house, to blackjack.
Funny how opposing things can have a
similar ending, just like that.

Daniel gathers himself, he feels he needs to be serious now,
and get to the point.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
To those who may be reading this. You
may be asking why I did this. What
provoked me, was it depression,
anxiety? Was it due to losing
something? Someone? My job? My
marriage? My career, I guess that's my
job. Was my reason because of my mind,
I guess that falls under mental
illness. Was it maybe a family
history? Nope, not a single person. Am
I in agonizing pain? Well, not
physically, but mentally, but not like
a brain hemorrhage or something
related. Have I been exposed to it?
Nope. Have I tried it before? Not even
that, this- this is something new, but
I have been planning it for some time
now.

END MONTAGE:
EXT. CEMENT STRUCTURE - NIGHT (LATER)

It's winter, in a small village, it's quiet, but an
occasional car would drive down the road, in the background.

Daniel holds a red stress ball, he sits on the edge of a
cement structure. It leads down to a shallow lake, 50 feet
below.

Daniel looks at the red stress ball, he extends his arm in
front of himself. Slightly afraid, Daniel turns over his arm
and lets the ball fall down, to the lake below. Daniel wants
to test the height of the drop. After a few seconds, a quiet
splash is heard from the water below.

Daniel closes his eyes hard; he takes a deep breath, he
contemplates.
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DANIEL (V.0.)
Sometimes you can’t help someone, you
just need to let them decide what they
want-

A beat.

A soft-spoken voice off-screen calls out to Daniel, which
interrupts his internal monologue.

LADY (O0.S.)
Hello?

Daniel quickly opens his eyes. Confused by this voice, Daniel
cautiously turns his head to the voice.

The voice is revealed to be a worried young LADY, early 30s,
she wears a light blue winter coat, and a winter white
beanie, with a pom-pom.The Lady is on a walk with her
Scottish Terrier, BLAINE. The Scottish Terrier barks at
Daniel, the dog wears a "service animal" vest.

Daniel turns away quickly to wipe his tears. Daniel tries to
acts like nothing is out of the ordinary.

LADY
Excuse me uh sir. Hi.

Daniel acknowledges The Lady, but not verbally, at first.

LADY (CONT'D)
Are you-

DANIEL
Hello!

Daniel snuffs his nose, he tries to make it seem like he
hadn't just cried.

LADY
Hi... Are you ok-

Daniel tries to find the right words to say.
DANIEL
Yeah, the cold is just getting to me.

It's making my nose run.

The Lady lets down her guard, a little. However, she's a
little confused and worried about Daniel.
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LADY
Oh. Are you sure?

DANIEL
Yeah. Do I not look fine?

Elise tries to find the right words to say to Daniel, as she
has no idea of Daniel intentions on the ledge.

LADY
Well... no- I don't know. I was
thinking- Look, I saw you climb up
there and I felt like there was
something off with that... Look. It
won't solve anything, ok? Look, I've
been there before, I've felt that way,
but it's not worth hurting the ones
you love over-

DANIEL
Well, I can assure you that everything
is fine.

Daniel gives the Lady a smile to convince her he is in fact
ok. The Lady is relieved by this news.

Daniel wants to send the Lady on her way, so he can be alone.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Trust me. There is no need to worry. I
am just sitting up here to... think.

The Lady finds it a little odd that Daniel decided to sit on
a ledge to "think".

LADY
Oh... think about what?

Daniel is a little hesitant with his response.

DANIEL
I just have a lot on my mind- I'm not
trying to sound like a dick or
anything, but I do not really want to
talk about it.

Daniel turns away, he feels this conversation is finally
over, but he's sadly mistaken.

LADY
Oh ok... You sure?
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Daniel verbally snaps back at the Lady, but not too snappy,
just enough to establish "a higher ground".

DANIEL
Yes, I am fucking sure.

Blaine gets scared, it frantically barks at Daniel. The Lady
has a scared expression on her face, she is stunned by
Daniel's response.

Daniel hesitates, and stops himself from any further
progress. Daniel feels bad for "snapping" at the Lady but
doesn't seem too apologetic.

Daniel looks towards at the landscape. The Lady calms her dog
down.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(sincerely)
It's fine, thank you.

The Lady stands there, she holds the dog's leash with both
hands.

LADY
(hesitant)
I'm sorry, I didn't mean to come off
as being intrusive. It's just, I get
worried is all-

DANIEL
It's fine.

Daniel gives the Lady an affirmed smile.

The Lady looks out into the distance, the same as Daniel.
A beat.

The Lady directs her attention back to Daniel.

LADY
What's your name?

Daniel takes a big deep breath in.

DANIEL
Daniel.

LADY
Hi Daniel.



DANIEL
(Pleased)
Hello miss uh, lady. Thanks for uh,
checking in.

Daniel still tries to send the LADY on her way.

LADY (ELISE)
Oh, my name is Elise.

DANIEL
Oh, thanks Elise. Nice to meet you.

The Scotty Dog barks at Daniel, again. Daniel directs his
attention to the Dog.

ELISE
Sorry. He barks at everyone, It's
nothing personal.

Elise shushes the Scotty dog.

DANIEL
(Chuckles)
Oh, yeah... Alright.
ELISE
This is Blaine! "Say 'hi Blaine'".

Elise bends down to pet Blaine.

DANIEL
That's a- cute dog, you have there.

Elise smiles, she's appreciative of Daniel.
A beat.
ELISE (CONT'D)
So, you're not trying to kill yourself

or anything, are you?

Daniel looks up from the ground, he chuckles, he finds the
question humorous while he lies through his teeth.

DANIEL
Oh, no. I'm not trying to kill myself.
Don't worry.

Daniel gives Elise a thumbs up of assurance.



ELISE
Ok good. I would have actually been
upset, if I found out you did kill
yourself.

Daniel plays into his lie, to Elise.

DANIEL
(enthusiastic)
It's a good thing I wasn't! I am just
sitting here, admiring the landscape.
ELISE
Yeah, it is nice. Well! I'll let you
get back to admiring.

DANIEL
. ..Thanks.

Daniel gives Elise a closed lip smile.
ELISE
Just be careful up there. Have a good
night.

Elise walks off with Blaine.

DANIEL
Yeah, you too.

Daniel is left, alone. Daniel looks down over the edge, he
looks distressed anxious, he contemplates his next move.

INT. A BAR - NIGHT - LATER
Ironical music to Daniel's situation, plays over the bar's
speakers. Daniel is sat at the high-top of the bar. He swirls

his glass of cheap whiskey.

Daniel takes a sip from his glass and has a look of "What the
fuck just happened".

CUT TO:
EXT. CITY LANDSCAPE - NIGHT
OVERVIEW OF THE CITY PASSES BY.

A musical beat similar to Frank Sinatra's New York plays.



EXT. SUDZ BAR - MOMENTS LATER

Daniel walks out of the bar, the name of the bar is displayed
at the top of the bar. Weezer's, Happy Hour plays in the bar.

Daniel's mood has changed, he seems more positive now, less
suicidal. Daniel walks along the sidewalk, he tries to make
sense of what just occurred and why Elise made him not kill
himself.

EXT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT BUILDING - LATER

An owner walks their dog along the sidewalk of the building.
The dog relieves itself on a patch of grass.

CUT TO:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - SAME TIME

Daniel tries to turn on the lights by the front door, but
they don't come on. Daniel remembers he technically doesn't
live there anymore.

Daniel walks over to his dinner table and grabs his phone,
and sees BUDDY (his best friend) had called him 2 hours and
47 minutes ago.

Daniel tries to call Buddy back, but Buddy doesn't answer.
Buddy's voicemail plays, followed by "At the tone, please
record your message" etc.

DANIEL

(into phone, reticently)
Hey, man. Sorry I missed your call. I
just had this... crazy experience with
this girl I met... and her dog. I'm
honestly more confused than anything
at this point. But yeah, uh. I'm just
uh, returning your phone call. Yeah,
call- call me back. Alright.

Daniel ends the phone call.

Daniel tries to call his landlord, but the landlord doesn't
pick it up. Daniel doesn't seem too annoyed by it.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(quietly)

Damnit.

Daniel walks over to his kitchen area.
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INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Daniel walks over to his dinner table, where his suicide
letter and Will, lay. Daniel rips up his Will, he tosses the
pieces in the garbage. Daniel takes his suicide letter and
crumples it up and throws against the wall, it lands on the
floor.

Daniel stands in the middle of his kitchen, he looks around
the room. The apartment has stacked up moving boxes, there is
an eerie mood, it's quiet.

Daniel feels he should unpack his stuff from the boxes.
BEGIN MONTAGE:

"Organization" type music plays.

-Daniel get his apartment in order, he cleans and tidy's up
his apartment.

-Daniel uses his phone's flashlight for light.
-Daniel opens the boxes which houses his belongings.

-Daniel empties some of the boxes and puts things back where
they originally were.

-Daniel doesn't get everything put away, but he tries.
END MONTAGE:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - LATER
Daniel falls on his bed and closes his eyes.
CUT TO:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NEXT DAY

Daniel wakes up, he is still in clothes from the day before.
Daniel is unaware he fell asleep.

Daniel stares straight up at his ceiling, he takes a deep
breath, and then closes his eyes.

A dog barks outside, Daniel opens his eyes because of it. The
barks remind Daniel of last night.

8A
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DANTIEL
(to himself)
Elise.

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER - CONTINUOUS
BEGIN MONTAGE:

-Daniel calls his landlord, DAVID. While on the call, Daniel
nervously paces back and forth of his apartment's various
rooms.

DANIEL
(into phone)
Hey Dave. Yeah, it's Daniel Hayes.
Yeah, apartment 37. How are you? Oh
good! Yeah, I'm good- great! Listen, I
was wondering if you had found anyone
for my room? Oh, not yet?

-Daniel flosses and brushes his teeth in the bathroom.
-Daniel still paces, but it is slower.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(into phone)
The job?... Oh yeah! that job, that
job! Yeah, it uh, it didn't work out.
Why not? Oh, um, honestly, I don't
know, haha! I really couldn't tell yah
why, if I'm being honest!

-Daniel takes an array of health supplements.

-Daniel takes his prescribed antidepressants, he stares in
the mirror.

-Daniel is on the phone with the landlord. He now paces a
little faster, he is nervous.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(into phone, amused)
What? Yeah, I'm fine. Do I not sound
fine? I just have a lot on my mind
right now. I'm not trying to be a dick
or anything, but it's a little
personal. No it's ok!

-Daniel stares in the bathroom mirror, he smiles at his
reflection, then leaves the bathroom.

11
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DANIEL (CONT'D)
(into phone)
You know, a lot of people can't say
they have a chill landlord... Yes,
that is exactly why you're the best!
Alright, Dave, I'll see you around.
Okay, thank you, bye now.

-Daniel flips on the light switch, the light comes on. Daniel
seems to have flipped a switch in his mood, he is different
than he was last night.

-Daniel makes himself some healthy breakfast. Daniel eats his
breakfast, still with that puzzled look on his face.

END MONTAGE:

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - AFTERNOON
Daniel finds his laptop, he is glad he found it.
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Daniel is sat at his dinner table and opens up the laptop,
logs in, and goes to Facebook. Daniel clicks on the search
bar and types in Elise's name. The results show many profiles
with the name "Elise".

DANIEL
(to himself, annoyed)
Ugh, great. Which one is hers?

Daniel's phone rings. Daniel takes out his phone, it's BUDDY.

BUDDY (V.O.)
Danny.

DANIEL
(in phone)
Hey, what's going on?

BUDDY (V.O0.)
Well, you didn't answer me last night,
ya fucker.

Daniel is taken aback by Buddy's "insult".

BUDDY (V.0.) (CONT'D)
(in phone)
I'm just busting your balls, man! What
happened last night? You didn't call
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13.

back for 1like 3 hours. Did you forget
your phone or something?

Daniel can't think of a good excuse, so he throws Buddy's
words back.

DANIEL
Oh yeah, I was out and must have
forgotten my phone.

BUDDY (V.0.)
I called a few times, I started
getting worried, man.

You can hear a little care in Buddy's voice, for Daniel.

Daniel and Buddy go back and forth in a not so serious
conversation. Daniel seems very comfortable when he talks to
Buddy, more than anyone else.

DANIEL
(facetiously)
Oh you don't have to worry about me.
And besides you didn't leave me any
voicemails, you fucker, so how was I
supposed to know!?!

Daniel's paces around his living room, he smiles.

BUDDY (V.O0.)
You got me there! I should've left at
least one voicemail.

DANIEL

(jokingly)
Oh damn, one voice mail. You care that
little about me?

BUDDY (V.O.)
Dude shut the fuck up.

Daniel laughs at Buddy's response.
BUDDY (V.0.) (CONT'D)
You probably forgot your phone because
you were so focused on that girl.

Daniel tries to come up with a good excuse.

DANIEL
Oh, yeah... I don't know man, last
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night was one of the weirdest nights
of my life.

BUDDY (V.0.)
Well, I want to hear all about it. You
busy tonight?

DANIEL
Uh, why?

BUDDY (V.O.)

(jokingly)
"Uh why", what the fuck is that?

Daniel thinks that was a dumb response on his part. However,
he tries to play it off.

BUDDY (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Listen, it's been a little bit since
we'd last hung out! Now, we have a
topic to discuss, with this girl of
yours. You want to grab dinner around
like 77

DANIEL
Where?

Buddy genuinely has no idea on a location.

BUDDY (V.O0.)
I don't know, but we'll figure it out!

DANIEL
Sounds good.

Daniel ends the phone call.
Daniel looks around his apartment for a moment.
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Daniel sits at his laptop, he tries to search for Elise's
Facebook profile.

DANIEL
Alright, what the fuck is her last
name.

Daniel finds what seems to be Elise's profile, he clicks on
her profile. Elise's profile description reveals she's a
waitress at a local restaurant.

11C*
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DANIEL (CONT'D)
Hmm.

Daniel clicks on his own profile, his profile banner displays

him and Heather. Daniel's relationship status is set as

"Married". Daniel most recent post was made almost two months

ago.

Daniel's job is listed as "Screenwriter for World Cinema
Studios" (One of the biggest companies in the country).
Daniel is sad, as he looks at his profile.

Daniel hovers the mouse over the 'Married' tab. Then hovers
the mouse over his banner photo.

Daniel is disappointed in himself, he really fucked up his
chances with Heather.

Daniel looks at the restaurant Elise works at, the restaurant

is called Clarice's.
INT. UBER CAR - AFTERNOON - LATER

Daniel sits in the back of the Uber. Good Day, by Nappy
Roots, plays on the radio. Daniel smiles as the song plays.

CUT TO:

INT. CLARICE'S RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER
Buddy and Daniel sit at a booth, both look at menus.

Through the entire scene, Daniel periodically looks around
the restaurant, for Elise. Buddy does catch glimpses of this
behavior from Daniel as the scene progresses.

BUDDY
(eagerly)
Danny Boy, let's hear about that Lady!
What's she like?

Daniel holds up his hand to Buddy. Daniel finds Buddy's
eagerness comedic.

DANIEL
Give me a second to order some food

first, damn.

Daniel tries not to make his deflections obvious.

12
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DANIEL (CONT'D)
You know, I could really go for some
steak and lobster.

BUDDY
Well, you look like you could use it.

Buddy lightly smiles, he points out Daniel's skinny frame.
Buddy feels some friendly sympathy for Daniel.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
(Enthusiastic)
I feel like you've lost a little mass.
Get what you want! It's on me.

Buddy look back at his menu, Daniel feels insulted by Buddy's
comment, but shows it subtlety.

DANTEL
Buddy, you know I have money, this
isn't High School.

Buddy laughs at Daniel's mention of high school, but he
doesn't realize Daniel is serious about the lunch.

BUDDY
High School, I wish! Danny please, I
got this. After all, I was the one who
invited you out.

Daniel smiles, he seems appreciative of Buddy's offer,
however, he is a little selfish about it.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
(Enthusiastic)
Now, speaking of your money, how's the
freelancing going with the World
Cinema Company? Pretty big stuff!

Daniel thinks for a moment, he nervously adjusts in his seat.
DANIEL

It's good. They want to use my script,
actually.

Buddy's eyes widen at this news.
BUDDY

That's great man! I knew that was
gonna happen!
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Buddy slaps his menu on the table in excitement.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
What did I tell yah?! Am I not always
right?!

Daniel acts as if he is in thought.

DANIEL
(sarcastically)
I can't think of a time you were.

Buddy picks up his menu from the table.

A waitress drops off glasses of water and straws, for both
men.

Buddy grabs a straw and unwraps it. The straw is a paper
straw. Buddy hates the idea of the use of a paper straw.

BUDDY
So, when is it being release- or when
is filming starting? Cause isn't it
like a year after the filming, the
movie is released?

DANIEL
Well, they're still trying to figure
that whole thing out.

BUDDY
Well, I'm excited for it.

Buddy puts the straw in his glass. Daniel grabs a straw, but
then decides not to use it.

Buddy takes a sip of his water. He isn't a fan of the paper
straw. Buddy takes out the paper straw and puts it off to the
side.

Daniel is impressed by the restaurant.

DANTEL
This is a nice place!

BUDDY
It is! Nice suggestion, Danny.

A MALE WAITER, early 20s, comes up to the booth, with some
bread. Buddy points at Daniel, to urge him to go first.
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The Waiter writes down on his note pad. The waiter turns to
Buddy.

BUDDY
Can I do an Arneral Armarol draft?

Buddy looks towards Daniel, and points at him.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
And, can I do another one, but for
him?

Daniel looks at Buddy with a shocked expression, he can't
believe Buddy just order him a beer.

The waiter asks for Buddy's ID.

Buddy is not "pleased" with the waiter's assumption. Buddy
does a childish "damn it" action, while he pulls out his ID.

Daniel looks up towards the waiter. Daniel makes it known
that he doesn't want a drink.

DANIEL
That's ok. I don't actually want a
beer, anyways.

Buddy smiles at Daniel.

BUDDY
I'll just get two for myself, then.

The Waiter turns to Daniel, he still needs to see Daniel's
identification. Daniel is a little defensive but obliges.

Daniel retrieves his ID, Buddy smirks.

The Waiter leaves. Daniel crosses his arms and gives Buddy a
sarcastic like smile. Daniel can't believe Buddy just did
that. Buddy treats himself to some bread.

BUDDY
(Nonchalantly, with a full mouth)
I got it, the beer, I got it for you.

Buddy sips his beer. Daniel gives Buddy a lowball compliment.
Buddy signals to Daniel to take the other beer. Daniel shakes

his head "no". Buddy hits his fist on the table in annoyance.
Daniel shrugs his shoulders.

*
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BUDDY
Come on! Have a drink with your boy!
It's better than me drinking alone.

DANIEL
I appreciate it, but I am going stick
with just water.

Buddy is playfully suspicious towards Daniel, like "I'll get
you one day". Buddy then grabs another piece of bread.

DANIEL
(Sarcastically)
You'll just have to look like a sad
alcoholic.

The Waiter returns with the beers.

Buddy smirks as he stares at Daniel.

The Waiter leaves. Buddy takes sips of his beer, he watches
as Daniel sips his water. Buddy shakes his head like "you're

unbelievable".

BUDDY
Just, take the beer.

DANIEL
No.

BUDDY
Why not?

DANIEL

I got water.

Buddy shakes his head in disapproval.

DANIEL
What's wrong with water? Water's good
for you.

BUDDY

Oh, I'm aware of water...

CUT TO:

Al4 INT. CLARICE'S RESTAURANT - LATER

Daniel and Buddy get their meals. Buddy has a turkey club,
and Daniel has steak and lobster.
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BUDDY
Let's hear about that little love
interest.

Daniel can't believe Buddy still cares about Elise.
DANIEL
You're not gonna give up on this are
you?

Buddy notices Daniel's weird demeanor today.

BUDDY
You haven't even given me a name, yet!

Buddy puts up his hand, he moves it in a circle to point out
Daniel different character.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
What is all this? Are you doing
alright?
Daniel answers Buddy, playfully.

DANTIEL
Her name is Elise, if you need to know
it so bad! You happy?

Daniel laughs to keep Buddy's guard down, and not make him
think too much.

A beat.

Buddy finishes off his first beer. Buddy grabs and slides

(Daniel's) beer towards himself. Buddy takes a sips the beer.

Daniel cuts into his steak, it's not medium rare.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Oh dammit, this is medium.

Buddy directs his attention away from his sandwich.

BUDDY
What?! Alright, hold on. Let get our
waiter over here.

Buddy tries to get the attention of their waiter. Daniel
tries to get Buddy to stop, he feels Buddy is acting like a
mom.
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DANIEL
No Buddy, it's ok-

BUDDY
No Daniel, it's alright. You asked for
Medium rare, you're getting medium
rare.

Daniel is now bothered by Buddy's assistant. Daniel grabs his
plate back, a little aggressively.

A waiter comes up to the table, the waiter's identity is
unknown at first. However, it is eventually revealed to be
Elise!

ELISE
Hello sir, unfortunately your waiter
had to step out, so I'll be your new
waitress.

Both men simultaneously look up towards the sound of the
waiter's voice. Elise sees one of the men is's Daniel.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Daniel? Is that you?

Daniel's eyes widen at this new waitress. Buddy's expression
is unchanged. Daniel is too shocked to say anything.

Elise smiles at Daniel, she is surprised to see Daniel here.
Elise stumbles a little on her words.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Hello!

There is a momentarily pause between Elise and Daniel. Buddy
notices this, he darts his eyes back and forth between Daniel
and Elise. Buddy has a shocked look on his face like he is
seeing a dream fighting match come to fruition.

DANIEL
Fuck.

Daniel doesn't realize he said the word out loud.

There's an awkward pause. Daniel decides to take the lead on
this "awkward" pause.

DANIEL
I'm... I'm good. How are you?
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ELISE
I didn't ask how you were.

Daniel closes his eyes in embarrassment.

DANIEL
Right, right. What um- what are you
doing here? You work here?

Elise has only recently started work at this job.

ELISE
No- I mean, yes, well... only part
time. I work as a vet assistant. Don't
you remember?

Daniel doesn't remember Elise's job, he then looks over to
Buddy. Buddy gives Daniel a "disappointed parent" slow head
shake.

Daniel looks back at Elise. Daniel is a little nervous about
what to say next.

DANIEL
Elise, I'm going to be honest, I
forgot you even told me.

ELISE
(laughing)
Daniel, Daniel. I'm messing with you.

Buddy widens his mouth in excitement, he turns his head
towards Daniel. Daniel tries to divert Elise away from the
table, for a moment.

DANIEL
Could I actually get some steak sauce?

Elise nods. Elise leaves, as both men follow her with their
eyes. Buddy then turns his attention to Daniel.

BUDDY
You didn't tell me she worked here?!

DANIEL
I didn't know she worked her.

BUDDY
(quietly)
Oh bullshit you don't!

* ok Kk
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Buddy knows when Daniel lies.

Elise returns back with Daniel's steak sauce. Elise turns to
Buddy.

ELISE
Oh! I'm sorry, and you are?

Buddy stands up slightly from the booth to shake Elise's hand
and introduces himself, like an old fashion gentleman.

BUDDY
Please to meet you.

Elise throws up the "finger guns" gesture at Buddy.

ELISE
Right back at yah!

Buddy is taken aback by this childish gesture.

BUDDY
(enthusiastic)
Oh! Wow! Danny, look at that!

DANIEL
(stoic)
I see that.

Daniel tries to speak to Elise, however, Buddy chimes in
before Daniel can't get out more than three words.

BUDDY
You know-Elise, is it?

Elise nods yes, to Buddy.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Thought so. You know, it's funny! We
were actually discussing you.

ELISE
Oh, you were?

Before Buddy could say any more, Daniel stops him and speaks
to Elise.

DANIEL
What he means is we were discussing
for our waiter to come over.
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Buddy takes a bite of his sandwich.

ELISE
Oh, well, can I grab anything else for
you?

DANIEL
Oh no, the sauce was plenty, thank
you.

Buddy tries to chime in about Daniel steak, but Daniel stops
him.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Thanks, I think we're all set Elise.
Thank you.

ELISE
No problem.

Before Daniel and Elise could converse much more, Elise
unfortunately has to get back to work.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Well, if you don't need anything more,
I'll leave you two be. I'm just glad
to see that you're ok.

Buddy reacts with confusion to Elise. Buddy doesn't know what
she means by that.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Well, nice meeting you Buddy!

Buddy salutes Elise with his left hand, as he chews his food.

ELISE (CONT'D)
And it was nice seeing you again,
Daniel.

DANIEL
Yeah, you too.

Elise winks at Daniel and then leaves, Buddy sees it. The two
men watch her walk away. Buddy directs his attention to
Daniel, Buddy smiles.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
What?

* ok Kk *
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BUDDY
Nothing... Nothing obvious or
anything.

Daniel and Buddy eat their food.

BUDDY
Hey man, can I tell you something?

DANIEL
(enthusiastic)
Of course.

BUDDY
I feel like you've been... different.

Daniel has a confused look on his face.

DANTEL
What do you mean by 'different'?

Buddy adjusts in his seat, he cusps his beer.

BUDDY
Well, that's actually part of the
reason I called, and wanted to invite
you out. I can only imagine things
have been a little off, since Heather
and you separated.

Immediately upon the mention of 'Heather', Daniel quickly
looks up to Buddy. Daniel rubs his finger on the rim of his
water glass. Daniel laughs to himself, given the absurdity of
his situation.

DANIEL
"a little off" is an understatement of
the century, of my life.

Daniel stops the rubs on the glass.
BUDDY
Maybe this Elise girl might lead to

something.

DANIEL
Like a relationship?

Buddy takes his hands away from his glass, he motions towards
Daniel.

*
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BUDDY
(sarcastically)
"No, like a hangout", dude, come on!
What else could I mean?

Daniel is not convinced by Buddy's theory, he doesn't know
whether to take Buddy seriously or not.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Look, I'm just saying what others will
agree with. Besides, this could be
your way of getting over Heather.

Daniel's mood changes when Buddy mentions Heather.

DANIEL
I don’t want to get over Heather.
That’s the thing, I want to get back
with her. I want Heather, Buddy.

Daniel rubs his hands down over his face, like he's so done
with Buddy.

A beat.
BUDDY
Maybe you should talk to Heather.

Perhaps have dinner?

Daniel's mood completely changes, he finds Buddy's comment
comical.

DANIEL
(sarcastically)
Oh yeah, there’s a bright idea... like

she would agree to that.

BUDDY
Not like a romantic dinner, I don't
know. Do like a coffee date or
something to just tell her how you
feel.

Buddy hangs his arm on the top of the booth.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
It would get you to stop complaining.

DANIEL
Oh wow, thanks for that...

* %
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Daniel chances the subject for a moment.

DANIEL
You want to hang out tomorrow night?

BUDDY
Can't. I have to work late.

DANIEL
Oh. That's fine.

Buddy takes a sip of his beer.

BUDDY
I still think you two should meet up,
though. It would be good for the both
of you; more importantly, it would be
good for YOU.

Daniel thinks about the proposed idea as he eats.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
What did Elise mean, by you being ok?

DANTIEL
What do you mean?

BUDDY
She said that she was just glad that
you were ok.

Daniel tries his best to act as oblivious as possible towards
Buddy's question.

Daniel cuts his steak up.

DANIEL
Hmm, I wonder what she was talking
about? Weird.

BUDDY
(determined)
I don't know, but I feel like you
know. What happened last night?

DANIEL
(defensively)
Why does it matter? Can we just enjoy
our food?
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BUDDY
I just want to know!

Buddy doesn't listen to Daniel, Daniel needs to think of
something, quick.

DANIEL
Because she thought I was going to
kill myself, alright?

A beat.

Buddy looks at Daniel, he's shocked at what Daniel just said.

BUDDY
You were trying-

DANIEL
I wasn't actually going to kill
myself, Buddy. It was just a
misunderstanding.

Daniel feels he overreacted a little.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I'm sorry, I've just been stressed out
because of Heather. The last couple of
days have just been so confusing.

Buddy looks like he's trying to figure out what to say next.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I'm going to run to the bathroom.

BUDDY
(jokingly)
Alright. Don't be leaving, though.

DANIEL
I won't.

Daniel gets up and goes to the bathroom.
Buddy continues to eat his food.

14A INT. RESTAURANT'S BATHROOM - LATE AFTERNOON

Daniel closes the door behind him, he looks into the mirror.

Daniel makes an annoyed look at himself, he is disappointed
with himself. Daniel talks to himself, he is being hard on
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himself but doesn't let up.
DANIEL (CONT'D)
What the hell are you doing, you big
baby. What was that?!

Daniel looks at his phone, Heather is his phone background.

Daniel looks back up at his reflection and puts his phone
away.

DANIEL
(annoyed)
Alright, get ahold of yourself. You're

fine.
Daniel leaves the bathroom after a few moments.
DISSOLVE TO:
EXT. RESTAURANT - LATE AFTERNOON (MOMENTS LATER) 15

Daniel exits the rear exit door of the restaurant, he pulls
out a pack of cigarettes.

Elise is revealed to be outside as well, she smokes a
cigarette.

ELISE (0.S.)
Breaker's Smokes!

Elise some how scares Daniel. Daniel is someone who is very
easily scared.

ELISE
Sorry.

DANIEL
It's good. Just wasn't expecting
anyone out here.

A sign is posted on the building's wall behind Daniel, it
says "No Smoking.". Elise points at the sign.

ELISE
Yeah. That's technically an emergency
exit, but I found that the alarm
doesn't sound. So, it's alright.

Daniel leans against the wall adjacent to Elise.

*
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ELISE (CONT'D)
Sorry, I didn't mean to startle yah, I
just used to smoke Breaker's.

Daniel looks at his pack of cigarettes, he fidgets with the
pack between his hands and fingers, he feels like a kid
caught in the act.

DANIEL
Yeah, I was actually going to toss the
pack, I've been trying to quit.

Elise looks at Daniel's pack of cigarettes, she's intrigued
by it.

ELISE
The pack looks empty.

DANIEL
(sarcastically)
Well, as you can tell I'm not great at
quitting.

Daniel and Elise share a laugh. Daniel tosses away the pack.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
You on your break?

ELISE
Eh, kind of, smoke break.

DANIEL
Well, don't they just use your minutes
of your lunch break?

ELISE
I just tell my boss, that I'm on my
bathroom break, and that I'm on my

period.

DANIEL
Doesn't your period happen like once a
month?

Elise takes a puff from her cigarette.

ELISE
He's not the smartest guy.

Daniel laughs.

*

*
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Elise, with the cigarette in her mouth, hands her pack of
cigarettes towards Daniel.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Want to bum one?

DANTEL
Oh, thank you, but I'm going to quit.
You should too.

Elise humorously laughs at Daniel's comment, as she flicks
off the ash from her cigarette.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I'm serious. They're a terrible habit.

Elise takes the cigarette out of her mouth.

ELISE
(sarcastically)
Oh my god! Really?!

Daniel focuses in on Elise.

DANTIEL
I'm serious. Why don't we make a pact
to quit cigarettes for a month!

Elise seems intrigued with Daniel's offer.

ELISE
A month?

Elise takes a moment to process Daniel's offer.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Thanks, but I can't quit.

Elise tosses the half-used cigarette to the ground, and grabs
a new one. She puts the new one in her mouth.

Daniel thinks rationally.
Elise lights up the new cigarette.

DANIEL
Yeah, who am I kidding! A smoker quits
after running out of cigarettes, what
a reality! I'll actually bum that
cigarette.
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Elise gives Daniel her pack of "Reed's Finest" brand
cigarettes.

Elise takes a puff off the cigarette.

DANIEL
I guess I can do it more now, without
worrying about my ex finding them.

Daniel smirks.
Elise looks down towards for a moment, then looks back up.

ELISE
Not to be intrusive, but were you
married?

Daniel is taken aback by Elise's straight forward question.
How the hell did she know that?

Elise points to Daniel's ring, which is seen for the first
time since Daniel was on the ledge.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Your wedding band.

Daniel understands now. Daniel fiddles with Elise's pack of
cigarettes.

DANIEL
Well, legally I'm still married, but
that'll end soon.

Daniel takes out a cigarette and puts it in his mouth, he has
Elise lights up the cigarette.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
"Married right out of college!" Smart
decision, I know...

Elise is rather optimistic towards Daniel's marriage.

ELISE
I guess if you know, then you know.

Daniel takes a puff of the cigarette.
DANIEL

Yeah, I though I did. My Buddy
actually-



33.

ELISE
Oh Buddy? Haha, your buddy 'Buddy'.

Daniel laughs at Elise's pun, as he holds the cigarette.

DANIEL
-He suggested that I could meet up
with her, to talk. You know, give
myself a chance to explain my side.

Elise blows out the smoke, quickly. She repositions herself
on the box, she sits with both her knees pointed up.

ELISE
That's great! You should!

Daniel smirks at Elise like "yeah, right." as he takes
another puff from the cigarette.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Why not?

Daniel looks to the ground, and thinks about Elise's question
for a moment. He doesn't look at her.

DANIEL
I don't know.

Elise is perplexed by Daniel's answer.

ELISE
You don't know? You love her, don't
you?!

DANIEL

I do. A lot.

Daniel unconfidently looks up towards Elise. Just then, his
phone rings, it's Buddy.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
WHAT? What do you mean?!

Daniel looks to Elise, he smiles at Elise like things are
fine and peachy.

Daniel focuses back in on the phone call, he looks towards
the ground, again.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Oh... Great... What?... Tomorrow? at
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87
Daniel looks to Elise again, Elise smiles.
Elise takes another puff of her cigarette.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Ok. OK, OK, OK! Alright, alright,
alright! Fine. See yah.

Daniel slowly hangs up the call.
Elise has a questioned look on her face.

Daniel is about to rage out at any moment, but holds his
composure.

DANIEL
According to Buddy, it looks 1like I'm
having dinner with her tomorrow night.

Elise is joyous for Daniel, but she notices that he isn't as
joyous.

ELISE
Aren't you excited?

Daniel thinks for a moment.

DANIEL
Yeah, I am. I just wished Buddy would
have talked to me first.

ELISE
Who cares! You got the date.

Daniel looks nervous.

DANIEL
I'm just nervous. I mean, what if it
doesn't work out?

ELISE
It will show, you care for her! If a
guy showed he cared, I, would be
definitely interested, in at least
going on the date. Even if it didn't
work out.

Daniel chances his demeanor, Elise is right.

* %
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DANIEL
Well, looks like I might be done with
smoking then.

Daniel tosses his cigarette on the ground.
Elise has an idea.

ELISE
And if she rejects you, you can come
over to my place and we'll have wine
and watch a movie.

Daniel is stunned at Elise's invitation.

DANIEL
Really? You won't mind a man you just
met, coming over to your home?

ELISE
Eh, I trust you. I also have a guard
dog who would rip out your throat, if
you tried anything stupid.

Daniel laughs.

DANIEL
Oh, do you think I could get your
address?

ELISE

You can get my number, so I can send
you my address.

Daniel shrugs his shoulders.

DANIEL
That works too.

The two share a moment as Elise puts in her number on
Daniel's phone. Daniel realizes he still has her pack of
cigarettes.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Oh! Here's your cigarettes back.

ELISE
Just take it, and toss it with yours.

DANIEL
What?

35.
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ELISE
I have a deal; I can't break it.

Elise winks at Daniel. Daniel is a little skeptical.

DANIEL
How will I know that?

Elise shrugs. Elise puts out her cigarette and flicks it.

ELISE
Easy, pinky promise.

Daniel smiles. Elise and Daniel do the pinky swear promise.

DANIEL
You have a deal.

Elise stands up from the wooden box.

ELISE
Well, I have to get back to work,
before my boss notices I'm not in the
bathroom.

DANIEL
Wait? How would he know that?

ELISE
Uh, by checking with a female worker,
you perv.

DANIEL

Uh, I think we were on the same page.

ELISE
Sure, we were... It was fun talking to
you, good luck!

Elise gives Daniel a hug. Daniel is a little shocked by the
hug.

DANTEL
Yeah, you too.

Elise goes back inside the restaurant. Daniel is shocked at
how comfortable Elise acts around him.

Daniel walks away, but gets a text notification. The text
reads "Pinky promise".
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Daniel smiles. Daniel types a response back, until he
receives a text from Heather. It reads "Can we talk?"

Daniel clicks on Heather text, having not finished the
response to Elise.

Daniel smiles and responds to Heather with "yes:)". Just
after he sends the text, Heather calls.

Daniel answers the call right away.

DANIEL
Heather?

HEATHER (V.O0.)
Hi, Daniel.

DANIEL
(nervously)
Hello, uh Heather.

A beat.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
How, um, how have you been?

Daniel awkwardly laughs modestly.

DANIEL
Yeah! It's like that, sometimes.

HEATHER (V.O.)
Yeah. So, how have you been?

DANIEL
Um, honestly, I can't complain.

Daniel walks off screen. The conversation continues but
fades.

INT. DANIEL'S BATHROOM - NIGHT (LATER)

Daniel cries in the shower.

JUMP CUT:

EXT. FANCY RESTURANT - NIGHT

The environment around is rather "hoity toity".

15A *
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DANIEL (V.O.)
She agreed to our dinner together.
Looks like Buddy was "right".

16A INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)

17

The restaurant is dimly 1lit, and is relatively packed.
However, the restaurant is not very noisy.

A pan shot shows off the entire restaurant.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
I took her to a fancy restaurant.
Genera's, it was Heather and I's
restaurant. I unfortunately cannot
afford it anymore. That's ok though.
It's really the thought that counts in
the end. We're meeting at 8.

The pan shot stops once it gets to Daniel, who is dressed up
sits at one of the tables, alone.

Daniel tries to sit patiently at the table, he nervously
bounces his leg as he waits on Heather. Daniel coat hangs on
the back of the chair.

Daniel looks at his watch, it reads 8:10pm. Daniel looks
around, he contemplates whether he has time to use the
bathroom or not.

DANTIEL
(to himself)
Eh, I got time.

CUT TO:

INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - BATHROOM - NIGHT

Daniel relieves himself at a urinal, which is the closes one
to the sink. Opposite of the sink, sits the restroom
attendant STANLEY, mid 70s, dressed up in a fancy outfit.
Stanley wears a name tag, however, it is not very legible to
the audience, yet.

Once Daniel finishes at the sink, the attendant attempts to
hand Daniel a paper towel. However, Daniel just dries his
hands on his pants. Daniel is apologetic when he sees
Stanley.

Stanley gives Daniel a closed-lip smile.

16A *
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Daniel, puts a 5 dollar bill in the tip jar.

Stanley gives Daniel a open-lip smile, and tilts his head to
Daniel.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Thank you, Stanley. Hmm, that's my
fathers name...

Stanley follows Daniel with his eyes, as Daniel leaves the
Bathroom.

Stanley speaks as if he has a "frog in his throat".

STANLEY
Have a good one, Sir.

CUT TO:
INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)

Daniel heads to his table, HEATHER is sat there, she wears a
red dress, with maroon colored lipstick. Her makeup is not
too done up, like she didn't want to do too much. Heather has
a look of contemplation on her face.

Heather does not know Daniel is jobless.
Daniel thought he had enough time to use the bathroom.

DANTIEL
(to himself)
Oh, shit.

A restaurant GUEST looks at Daniel, with a disapproved look.
Daniel quietly apologies to the guest, and walks over to his
table, and sits down.

Heather changes her look of contempt to a more approachable
smile.

HEATHER
(Sarcastically)
Hmm, you're late.

DANIEL
(playfully)
I was in the bathroom, you're the one
whose late.

A WAITER walks up to the table.

18
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The Waiter, ALEXANDER, late 30s, is snobbish arrogant, and
haughty. He refers to himself as a "Server" and prefers
"Alexander" over "Alex".

When Alexander introduces himself, he welcomes the two as if
they were still a couple. Alexander has been Heather and
Daniel's server ever since the first time they came here, 10
years ago. However, Alexander treats them like he does every
other guest.

Alex takes their orders, then leaves. Daniel and Heather look
at one another.

HEATHER
I guess the "Waiter" hasn't changed...

DANIEL
Not 'Waiter', "Server".

Daniel and Heather laugh at Alexander's high ego.

DANIEL
(nervously)
You look good, Heather. Uh, I mean you
look beautiful this evening! Not that
you don't already look it all the
time.

Heather can clearly tell that Daniel is nervous.
HEATHER

Why thank you. I can see your humor is
still in tact.

DANIEL
Oh! That never leaves, once you get
it.

HEATHER

Oh? Is that so?

DANIEL
Very so.

Heather seems a little off put by Daniel's slight immaturity,
Daniel doesn't notice this.

HEATHER
Huh... Good to know.

A BUSSER fills up Heather's water glass, just as Daniel

* %
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finishes his three-quarters of the way full glass.
Daniel requests more water.

DANIEL
You gotta watch out for this one, now!

Daniel jokes to the Busser to "go easy" on the water for
Heather, like the water is alcohol.

Heather covers her mouth, she seems embarrassed, but is ok.

The Busser leaves. Heather can't believe the way Daniel acts,
she jokes with him, but in what seems to be a lovable way.

HEATHER
I can't stand you sometimes.

DANIEL
(playing dumb)
Why?

HEATHER
Oh my god, you know 'why'!

DANIEL
Can't say I do!

Heather shakes her head, jokingly. Daniel notices this.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Care to tell me?

Heather makes a smirk at Daniel, she then holds up her menu
to look at, but to purposely cover her face.

A beat.
The restaurant's music changes to fit the story's tone.

Daniel and Heather try to decide what to get. Daniel decides
first.

DANIEL
I think, because I ordered red wine, I
might get a-

HEATHER
Steak?

Daniel looks up with a questioned look, at Heather, but
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doesn't question her.

DANIEL
Yeah...

HEATHER
Cooked medium rare?

Heather seems pleased with herself.

HEATHER
I knew it.

DANIEL
How'd you know that?

HEATHER
(humorously)
Just, had a feeling.

Daniel and Heather have a friendly little banter on who gets
what food.

HEATHER
What do you think I should get?

DANIEL
Funny you ask that! If 7 years have
taught me anything, I would say a
salad.

Daniel obviously knows Heather's order, but acts like a
comedic character when he explains it.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
For some reason, I'm getting this
feeling, it's the weirdest thing! My
gut is telling me to get bleu cheese
dressing, but on the side. That's so
weird.

Heather plays into Daniel's little game, which causes her
smile to grow more. She tries to hide her face away from

Daniel once more.

A Sommelier comes by with the wine. He holds the bottle and
shows it off, like a professional.

Daniel thanks the Sommelier. Alexander comes back over.

Daniel points to Heather for her to go first.

*
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Heather orders exactly what Daniel predicted she would order.

Daniel smiles at Heather.

ALEXANDER
(bluntly)
For you Sir?

DANIEL
Oh yes, and I will do the steak.

ALEXANDER
(bluntly)
Ok. How would you like that-

DANIEL
Oh, medium rare, please.

Alexander is a little bothered that Daniel interrupted him.

DANIEL
Oh, sorry Alex.

ALEXANDER
Yes, Sir.

Alexander takes the menus, with a little attitude, and
leaves.

DANIEL
I guess Alex hasn't changed since we
first started coming here. Still the
arrogant prick he was 7 years ago.

Heather is shocked at what Daniel said.
HEATHER
(playfully)
Oh my god Daniel, you never changed.

Heather and Daniel clink glasses.

Oblivious to Daniel, Heather scratches the back of her neck.
Heathers seems bothered by Daniel comments.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (LATER)

Daniel and Heather eat their dinner.

*

*
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Daniel tells a joke, while the two reminisce on fun times.

DANIEL
Yeah. So, how have you been lately?

Heather takes a sip of her wine before she answers Daniel.
She ends up gets a little lipstick on her glass. Heather
chuckles at this.

HEATHER
Oops.

Heather tries to clean off the lipstick mark, but then has to
really scrub at it. Heather is slightly embarrassed, Daniel
just watches Heather.

Heather can't get the lipstick off fully, and she gives up.
She smiles.

HEATHER
Well, before I embarrass myself
anymore, how have things been for you?

Daniel hesitates before he answers, he's nervous. Heather
notices this hesitation.

DANIEL
Um, good. It's been good. Yeah.

HEATHER
Yeah? How's the job at World Cinema
been?

Daniel is relieved at Heather unawareness of his job's
status.

DANIEL
Uh, good! Yeah, it has been just
great! You know, I was actually
telling Buddy about it earlier today!

Heather seems impressed with Daniel.

HEATHER
Oh, well that is great!

Daniel takes a sip of his wine. Daniel is a little tipsy.

Daniel slouches back, into his chair.

*
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DANTIEL
Yeah. So how are things with you?

Before Heather can answer, Alexander interrupts.

ALEXANDER
How is everything over here?

DANIEL
Oh, everything is great!

HEATHER
Very wonderful.

Alexander doesn't seem to interested in their opinions.

ALEXANDER
Are we still enjoying over here?

Daniel and Heather look at one other. Daniel speaks up, he
drunkly glances at Heather a few times, when he talks.

DANIEL
I think we're still working a little,
right? Yeah.

ALEXANDER
Very well, Sir... I'll leave you, to
continue.

Alexander tries to leave, but Daniel stops him quickly.

DANIEL
Oh! Could you actually bring over some
dessert menus?

ALEXANDER
Oh yes... Right away, Sir...

Alexander leaves. Daniel does another Alexander impression.
Which makes Heather chuckle a little.

HEATHER
Well, Daniel, I'm glad things are
working out in your life. You really
are so talented.

Daniel takes Heather's comment to heart. He smiles.

DANIEL
I just always wanted to make a
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difference of some kind in the world!
You know, clean up Hollywood a little.
You know?

HEATHER
I don't know how effective that would
be...

Daniel laughs in agreeance, Heather's right about Hollywood.

Heather laughs at the absurdity of Daniel's Hollywood
comment.

HEATHER (CONT'D)
I mean, good luck with that.

A beat.

DANTEL
(enthusiastically)
Heather, I'm really glad we did this.

Heather responds to Daniel with a smile.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I'm serious, like truly, truly
grateful.

Daniel changes his tone a little. Heather notices this change
in tone.

Daniel lifts up his glass which has a little bit of wine left
in it.
DANIEL (CONT'D)
Thank you, Buddy!

Daniel motions to Heather for her to pick up her glass.
Heather doesn't want to, but picks it up anyways.

The two clink their glasses. Daniel puts a little more oomph
into the clink than Heather, almost like she doesn't want to
do it.

Alexander returns with dessert menus.
ALEXANDER

Here are those menus, as your wished,
Sir..

*
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DANTIEL
Thank yah.

Heather takes this chance to scurry off and use the bathroom.

HEATHER
Oh, I'll be right back, I am going to
go powder my nose. If you excuse me.

DANIEL
You're excuse. Haha! Take your time.

Heather quickly leaves for the bathroom. Alexander tries to
leave when Daniel stops him again.

DANIEL
Hey, Alex, I want to surprise Heather
with her favorite, a slice of the
double dark chocolate cake! I was
thinking of having you bring it here
in like 10 minutes?

ALEXANDER
For the lady, of course. Would you
like that piece warmed?

DANIEL
Yes, please.

ALEXANDER
Will have that for you in exactly 10
minutes, Sir.

Alexander tries to leave, but Daniel once again, stops him.
This time, Daniel grabs Alexander's shirt.

DANIEL
Oh, Alex? It's uh Daniel, by the way.
You don't have to keep calling me Sir.

Alexander thinks about what Daniel just said.

ALEXANDER
Oh. I see... Be back with that cake
soon, Sir.

Alexander finally leaves. Daniel is annoyed.
DANIEL

(quietly, to himself)
Been coming here for 7 years, and he
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can't even break his little work code,
and call me by my name? What a
prick...
CUT TO:
INT. LADY'S RESTROOM - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)
A shot of outside of one of the stalls. Inside the stall is
Heather, she weeps quietly, her nose runs, in what seems to
be an empty bathroom.
CUT TO:
INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (SAME TIME)

Daniel sits alone at the table. He crosses his arms, he
examines the restaurant's atmosphere.

Daniel sees a couple hold hands, and being all "lovey dovey".
Daniel smiles and then frowns soon after.

Daniel thinks for a moment, he then shakes off the frown, and
returns back to the smile.

Daniel uncrosses his arms and places them on the table. He
looks down at the table, takes a deep breath in, and then
out. He then nervously bounces his leg, he prepares for
Heather's return.

CUT TO:
INT. LADY'S RESTROOM - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)

Heather stands at the bathroom's mirror, she tries to compose
herself. She prepares to unfortunately return back to Daniel.

She eventually gathers herself, enough to where she doesn't
look like she just cried. She leaves the bathroom.

DISSOLVE TO:
INT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (LATER)

With a smile, Heather returns from the bathroom, which seems
to have been a rather longer time for a bathroom break.

Daniel sees Heather, he stops the leg bounces and then
crosses his arms, again.
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Heather comes up to the table. Daniel greets her, but Heather
doesn't make eye contact with Daniel when she returns the
greet.

Heather takes her seat, and instantly picks up her dessert
menu. She covers her face with it.

Daniel tries to speak, but has to clear his throat.

DANIEL
So. What are you thinking of getting?

Heather takes a moment to respond back.

HEATHER
(monotone)
Um. Uh I don't know, honestly.

Daniel notices this "moment", but gives Heather a slight
smile.

DANIEL
Shall I decide for you? Just like old
times?

Heather speech is still monotoned.

HEATHER
Sure. What should I get?

Daniel examines the menus again but this time very close to
it, like it will help him find the right dessert. He quickly
just drops the menu all together.

DANIEL
I don't believe you should, but I
would say you need to get the double
dark chocolate cake.

Heather inspects the picture of the cake on the menu. Heather
closes her eyes, like all she wants to do right now is leave.

HEATHER
I'm actually not really feeling that,
tonight.

Daniel's smile disappears slightly. Daniel notices Heather
change in demeanor. Daniel is confused by her response.

DANIEL
Oh. really?
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Daniel tries to inch Heather into dessert. In response,
Heather gives Daniel very quick and to-the-point responses.

Daniel doesn't take the bait, so Heather has to be blunt with
Daniel.

DANIEL
Oh, ok. Did you want to go somewhere
else for dessert? I heard that Waffle
Kings have a new chocolate ice cream?

Heather cuts off Daniel before he can finish his sentence,
she has had enough.

HEATHER
No, Daniel. I mean, I'm just not
feeling like having dessert tonight.

DANTEL
That's fine, that's totally fine,
Heather. I just may have told Alex to
bring over your favorite dessert.

Heather doesn't react in a joyous way as Daniel had imagined.
Heather has to let Daniel know how she feels.

HEATHER
Daniel, I think I should go.

Daniel is taken aback by Heather. Daniel is confused and a
little worried about Heather.

DANIEL
Are you ok?

Heather looks at the table, she thinks about the current
situation she is in.

HEATHER
We shouldn't have done this. This was
a bad idea.

Daniel leans forward towards Heather. Which causes Heather to
lean away from him. She can't make eye contact with Daniel.

DANIEL
what do you mean?

HEATHER
I told myself this would work out...
but it can't.
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Daniel is very confused, he tries to process Heather
comments.

DANIEL
Heather.

Heather shakes her head, unsure why she agreed to the date.

HEATHER
(To herself)
I knew it wouldn't work. I don't know
why I agreed to it.

Daniel finds Heather's comment(s) humorous. Daniel feels this
is a bit of an overreaction, on Heather's part. Daniel tries
to grab Heather's hand, and assure her that it's ok.

DANIEL
It won't work? Of course it can work,
Heather.

Heather pulls her hand away and snaps at Daniel.

DANIEL
Heather.

Daniel and Heather's back and forth argument, is not heard by
the rest of the restaurant.

HEATHER
You want us to get back together, is
that it? Asking me out to dinner,
taking me to our spot. Have us reflect
on old times.

Daniel is loss for words.

DANIEL
I wanted to make amends.

HEATHER
Bullshit.

Heather can see right through Daniel's lies. However, Daniel
tries to back himself up.

DANIEL
It's not Bullshit, it's the truth.

Heather digs in her purse for her wallet. While she does
this, she doesn't look at Daniel.

* ok Kk %
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HEATHER
You know Daniel, when I went to the
bathroom. I was thinking
realistically, and I knew that if we
went any further, history would just
repeat.

Daniel rubs his hand through his hair slowly.

DANIEL
'History would just repeat'?

HEATHER
Nothing will change. You won't change.

Daniel tries to verbally defend himself.

DANIEL
'TI won't'? Are you serious?! I have
changed. Doesn't making amends show
change?

HEATHER
It does, but, I've known you for so
long, I know how you operate.

Daniel is agitated with Heather.

DANIEL
You don't know anything.

Elise smirks, she knows Daniel is full of shit.

Elise takes a deep breath, then lifts her head to look at
Daniel.

HEATHER
Daniel.

DANIEL
Heather.

Daniel tries to plead with Heather. Daniel doesn't try to
filter what he says to her anymore.

DANIEL
I have changed! You know, I don't even
work at World Cinema anymore?! Yeah,
James didn't even consider my script
when I proposed the idea to him! He
just threw it off to the side! That

52.
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shows I have changed! I don't even
work for my dream job anymore!

Heather doesn't doubt Daniel, she just can't bring herself to
believe him.

Daniel leans forwards towards Heather, he basically pleads to
Heather.

DANIEL
I need you Heather. I need you now,
more than ever. Did you know I tried
to kill myself?

Heather's face adjusts to the news Daniel has just revealed.
Some of the restaurant guests hear Daniel's comment.

Daniel tries to guilt trip Heather. Daniel tells her how he
didn't kill himself, because of her.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
That's right, just the other day.
Yeah, and you want to know why I
didn't do it? Because of you. Because
I knew that if I did it, you would be
heartbroken. Heartbroken to the fact
that I was gone. What do you think
about that, huh?

Heather thinks for a moment, a tear streams down her face.

HEATHER
I'm glad you're still here, Daniel. I
truly am.

Daniel smiles, he feels a little relieved Heather
understands.

DANIEL
I am too, Heather.

Heather seems like she believes Daniel, until...

HEATHER
I am going through with finalizing the
divorce.

Daniel eyes are wide open, like his whole world has fallen in
that instance. Daniel doesn't speak, he only thinks about
what Heather just said to him.

*
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Heather pulls a 50 dollar bill from her wallet, along with a
10 dollar tip. Heather wipes the tear from her cheek.

HEATHER
(to herself, and Daniel)
That should be enough to cover my
side.
Daniel looks at Heather, he makes a smirk.

HEATHER (CONT'D)
I'm so sorry, Daniel.

Daniel chokes up, he is pissed off. Daniel tries to hide his
sadness and frustration through a "calm" demeanor.

DANIEL
You can go now, Heather.

Heather gets up to leave, but is stopped momentarily by
Daniel's calm comments.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Take your money.

Upset, Heather is confused by Daniel comment.

HEATHER
What?

DANIEL
Take it off the table, and go.

HEATHER
Daniel.

Daniel flips out on Heather.

DANIEL
The fucking money, take it, now!

The entire restaurants attention turns to Daniel.
Heather swipes up her money, Heather knows Daniel just proved
her point about him. Heather seems satisfied with this proven

point.

HEATHER
Daniel, you never changed.

Heather turns and leaves the restaurant.

*
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Alone at the table, Daniel doesn't know what to do with
himself.
Alexander comes back, with the chocolate cake dessert.
ALEXANDER
Here is that double dark chocolate
cake for your date, Sir.

Daniel doesn't look at Alexander.

DANIEL
Alex, she left.

ALEXANDER
(jokingly)

She did? Huh, you must have been a bad

date or something, Sir.
Alexander quietly laughs to himself, but it backfires. Daniel
slams his hands on the table, which has money, and gets up
and grabs Alexander by the collar.
Daniel looks 1like he's going to punch Alexander.
The entire restaurant watches as Daniel does all of this.
Alexander apologies to Daniel for his laughter.

Daniel whispers in Alexander's ear.

DANIEL
Daniel. My name is Daniel.

Daniel gently lets go of Alexander's collar, he leaves for
the front door of the restaurant. Alexander, stands there,
but follows with his eyes as Daniel leaves.

Alexander turns his eyes towards the table. There lies the
exact amount for the check, with a 10% tip.

Alexander makes a disappointed expression because of the tip.
DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. FANCY RESTAURANT - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)

Daniel walks on the sidewalk, opposite of the restaurant.

Daniel aggressively pulls out his phone, and calls Buddy.
However, Buddy's phone goes straight to voicemail.
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Daniel looks at his watch, it says 9:19, Buddy is at work.
Daniel decides to leave a voicemail for Buddy.

DANIEL

(into the phone)
Hey, Buddy, I just wanted to say
you're an idiot! I don't know what I
was thinking! I shouldn't have ever
listened to you. I should've just told
you nothing, because I would've saved
the minutes I wasted, by listening to
your moronic advice and terrible idea.
Fuck you!

Daniel hangs up the call, but keeps his phone out, he walks
off. Daniel doesn't seem to have any regrets with that
voicemail.

EXT. SIDEWALK - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)

Daniel comes across a MAN, mid 40s, who stands and smokes a
cigarette. Daniel signals to the guy "to bum a cigarette".
The MAN eagerly gives Daniel a cigarette, he even lights the
cigarette for Daniel.

Daniel makes another phone call.
Daniel's body shakes because of his rage.
DANTIEL

(to himself)
Come on.

The phone call is picked up, it's Elise.

DANIEL
Hi. Are you busy?

ELISE
No. What's going on?

DANTEL
Do you think we could meet up?

Elise take a second to answer Daniel, like she looked at what
time it was.

ELISE
Like, right now?

19A *
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Daniel rolls his eyes, but not intentionally, he's just angry
with what happened with Heather.

DANIEL
Yeah, right now.

ELISE
Did you want to come over to my place?

DANIEL
Sure, if that's fine with you.

ELISE
Of course! I trust you, Daniel.

Daniel drops the cigarette, and puts it out with his foot.

The Man sees Daniel do this. The Man seems a little bothered
Daniel barely smoked it.

DANIEL
I'll head over, now.

ELISE
Ok, see you soon!

The call ends. Daniel collects himself, he then proceeds to
Elise's place.

DISSOLVE TO:
EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT (LATER)

Established shot of Elise's apartment. Daniel is seen on the
third/top floor, outside of Elise's apartment door. Daniel
knocks on Elise's door with not much care.

CUT TO:
EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Elise opens the door, to see Daniel. Elise greets Daniel, she
assumes the date did not go ask planned, but she doesn't know
it was worse than expected.

ELISE
Daniel.

Daniel hugs Elise, immediately, he buries his face into her
shoulder. Daniel apologizes to Elise for the hug, as he hugs
her as if he's known her forever.

20
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DANTIEL
I'm sorry for this.

Elise, is confused and worried with Daniel's state of mind.
Elise doesn't really mind Daniel's hug.

ELISE
It's fine. What's going on?

DANIEL
(muffled)
It was a bad idea.

ELISE
What was?

Elise guides Daniel inside her house, she shuts the door
behind them.

22 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - NIGHT (LATER)

Elise pours Daniel a glass a wine. Daniel instantly chugs the
entire glass.

Daniel tries to grab the wine bottle from Elise, to pour
himself more wine. However, Elise pulls the bottle away, she
doesn't want Daniel to pour it in his state of mind, right
now. Daniel takes Elise's response as he thinks she is mad at
him.

DANIEL
Sorry.

Elise lets Daniel know that she didn't mean that bottle pull
in an aggressive way.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Daniel. You have to tell me, what's
going on?

Daniel tries to compose himself, he is a little hysterical.

DANIEL
I'm sorry-

Elise just wants to know what is wrong, and why Daniel is so
hysterical.

ELISE
Stop saying sorry. Just tell me.

22
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Daniel takes a deep breath, he finally composes himself from
the hysteria.

DANIEL
Ok...

Daniel takes a sip of wine his wine.
DISSOLVE TO:

Some time has passed. Elise and Daniel are in a conversation
about the low amount of movies Daniel has seen, given
Daniel's career as a Screenwriter. Elise and Daniel are both
drunk; with Daniel a little more drunk than Elise is.

DANIEL
And everyone thinks I've seen every
movie imaginable!

Elise is shocked, but understands what Daniel means.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Like people think just because I'm a
screenwriter, they're shocked I
haven't seen a lot of movie, like "The
Godfather".

Elise reacts to this news just like how Daniel explained.
Elise proves Daniel's point Daniel knows this.

DANTIEL
Yup! There it is.

ELISE
No, no, no, I'm sorry. It's just,
really?

DANIEL

Yeah, I know. It's kind of crazy,
especially thinking about it now,
being wine drunk and all.

Daniel laughs at himself. Elise repositions herself, now
closer to Daniel.

ELISE
The Godfather is so good, Daniel! I
can't believe you haven't seen it!

Daniel smirks as if he's in disbelief too.

* ok Kk %
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ELISE (CONT'D)
You haven't like, seem clips or
anything?

DANIEL
No, I have.

ELISE
Do you know how it ends?

DANIEL
I do, and that's also part of the
reason I feel it's not even worth
seeing now.

Elise is in total disbelief.

ELISE
That's the worst excuse I've ever
heard in my entire life.

Daniel finds humor in Elise's disbelief.

DANIEL
No, but think about it...

Daniel turns his body and his total attention to Elise. Elise
prepares for Daniel's to enlighten her.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Movies that are regarded as monumental
and important to cinema history, like
The Godfather, hold very important
references that are used in casual
conversation(s). Even inspiring other
Writers and Directors for their own
works. There's no replacing those once
in a lifetime "moments". But, you can
add or use those moments like the
Space Odyssey's music, for a
monumental moment in your own movie.-

Daniel adjusts his body on the couch.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
-Not to mention, when you have seen
those "monumental" kind of movies, you
understand the references, and why
they are used or said now.

Elise almost understands Daniel's point.
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ELISE
And, what's wrong with that?

DANIEL
Nothing. Nothing is wrong, do what you
want to do. But for me, I feel with
already hearing those references
before, I wouldn't get anything out of
those movies. Or worse; if someone
said like "The Godfather is the
greatest movie ever and you have to
watch it." I'm afraid that if I see
it, I'm going to be disappointed.

ELISE
Disappointed? How?

Daniel loses a little contact with Elise, but then regains
it.

DANIEL
Well, thinking that it's not good.

Elise feels that is not a valid point.

ELISE
Well, it shouldn't be a reason to not
watch it.

DANIEL
Why not?

Elise get deeper into the conversation.

ELISE
Cause, watching a movie isn't about
the references, it's about the
experience that comes with it. Not to
mention, you would then fully
understand the references, if you
watched it.

Daniel gets Elise's point.

DANIEL
I know that. But what if the movie is
disappointing?

ELISE
Then the movie is 'disappointing', to
you. You're allowed to have that
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feeling. And if people don't allow
that, they can get fucked.

Daniel's eyes widen in shock at Elise's comment, but he
laughs it off.

Elise is serious about her claim.

ELISE (CONT'D)
What?! It's true.

DANIEL
I know. I'm not questioning it.

Daniel leans back on the couch, he takes a sip of his wine.
Elise's rant, continues.

ELISE
Besides, those people who take movies
so seriously, and aren't even remotely
involved with film, are know-it-all
losers. Unlike you, of course.

Daniel appreciates that, from Elise.

DANIEL
Yeah? Well, thank you.

A beat.
Daniel thinks for a moment; he stares at the ceiling above.

DANIEL
You want to know something, Elise?

ELISE
Sure, what?

DANIEL
You want to know how I lost my dream
job?

Elise was unaware about Daniel's dream job.

ELISE
When did you lose it?

DANIEL
Last month.
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ELISE
Daniel?! Oh my god.

Daniel finds Elise's comment comedic.

ELISE
How did you lose it?

Daniel looks straight ahead, he is deep into thought.

DANIEL
I had an idea for this movie, and I
proposed the idea to my boss, he's a
total dick. I wrote up a screenplay;
about feature length long, and when I
pitched him the idea, he told me... it
was the worst thing he ever read.

Elise moves closer to Daniel, sympathetically. Elise leans
her head on the back of the couch.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
About a day later, on my day off, he
calls me- or his secretary, called me.
She tells me, my position at the
company, had been terminated.

Elise rubs Daniel's shoulder, to comfort him, she feels sorry
for Daniel.

Daniel scoffs to himself, he is annoyed by his boss' actions.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
The bastard couldn't even tell me,
over the damn phone.

Elise pats his shoulder, she continues to feel for him.

ELISE
I'm sorry, Daniel. What an ass.

Daniel smirks, he looks at Elise.
DANIEL
You the funny thing about my that job?
I never thought I'd be there for as
long as I did.

Elise is confused but lets Daniel continue his point.

* ok Kk %
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DANIEL (CONT'D)
I always wanted to have my own
production company. I never wanted to
work with anyone, I wanted to be my
own Boss. I wanted to create things
that no one has ever seen before.

Daniel stands up from the couch, he looks away straight ahead
from Elise. Daniel moves his hands as he speaks.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I wanted to make what I wanted, and
not have anyone disagree with me or
say "you can't do this, or you can't
do that."

Daniel stops the movement with his hands, and slowly sits
back down on the couch.

Elise smiles.

ELISE
That's good on you, Daniel.

DANIEL
...Yeah.

A beat.

Daniel straightens up. He still faces Elise. He's still
drunk.

DANIEL
Elise... I just wanted to thank you
for meeting up with me.

ELISE
Of course, Daniel. Oh, Daniel?

Daniel responses, he's not all there.

DANIEL
Huh?

ELISE
You never did tell me what you were so
upset about, when you first came here?

Daniel ignores Elise's question, and explains how Elise saved
him the day they met.
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DANTIEL
You know Elise, you were my saving
grace, you were there that day when I
needed you, up on that ledge.

ELISE
Needed me when, how?

Daniel ignores Elise, again. Daniel instead ask Elise to go
out with him. Elise is flabbergasted, she doesn't know what
to do with this information.

ELISE
Huh?

Daniel drunkly leans in for a kiss, but Elise pulls away.

ELISE
Woah! Daniel.

Daniel leans back, he does notice the social cue from Elise.
However, Daniel is to into the moment to fully understand.

DANIEL
Oh come on, Elise.

Daniel leans back in, to attempt a kiss. Elise still pulls
away, this time, more demanded.

ELISE
No Daniel, Stop.

Daniel somehow comes to his senses, he backs away from Elise,
instantly. Daniel profusely apologizes to Elise for his
actions. Daniel understands he was in the wrong.

DANIEL
I'm just drunk- wait no, that's not an
excuse.

Elise is a little shaken up, but doesn't get away from
Daniel.

ELISE
Oh no Daniel, it's ok. It's just-

Daniel beats himself up over his actions to try and kiss
Elise.

DANIEL
No, it's not Elise! I shouldn't have

*
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even considered doing it, let alone
even think it.

Daniel repositions himself, there is a little more physical
distance between the two on the couch.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Life has been really shitty lately,
even within the last month. Then, when
you came into my life, you helped me-

ELISE
Daniel... I said, it's ok.

Daniel ponders for a moment, he tries to think of what to say
next.

DANIEL
I just thought that we had something
like, a moment. I don't know. They say
when you feel that way, at that point,
just go for it.

Daniel covers up his face, and holds his head down. Daniel
buries his head into his hands.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(lightly muffled)
Now, look where its got me.

Daniel doesn't know what to do with himself, he genuinely
feels terrible.

ELISE
Listen, I just... truth be told, I
think we did have a moment. Trust me,
I may have felt it too. It's just- I'm
a lesbian.

DANIEL
(muffled)
What?

Daniel looks up to Elise, he is completely confused.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
You're a lesbian?

Elise thinks about what she said.

*
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ELISE
Yeah. I should've told you. It's
just...

Elise tries to find the right words to say.

ELISE (CONT'D)
You're just a sweet guy. I didn't mean
to lead you on, or mean to give you
that impression.

Daniel is confused.

DANIEL
Elise, why didn't you tell me.

ELISE
I don't know. Honestly, I did feel an
attraction towards you, in the
beginning. Then, the longer I thought
about it, the more it made sense to
me. I wasn't attracted to you, in that
way.

Daniel is loss for words, but knows he can't do much about
Elise's sexuality.

ELISE (CONT'D)
I didn't mean to have confused you;
I'm confused too.

DANIEL
I know, I know... I just...
Everything's ok.

With this new added information, Daniel doesn't know what to
think anymore.

A beat.

Daniel awkwardly looks around, he tries not to make it
obvious he wants to leave. Daniel shuffles around, then looks
at his watch.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
(unconvincing)
Oh, wow. It's late! I probably should
head out. It's already 1 o'clock,
crazy!

Between Elise and Daniel, it seems a little awkward. However,



neither person tries to hide the awkwardness.
Elise looks at her phone's clock.

ELISE
(convincing)
Oh man, look at that, it is late. I
was actually going to head to bed
early tonight, before you stopped by.

DANIEL
Oh, well... I won't hold you up much
longer.

Daniel stands up, but stumbles when he does.

ELISE
You ok?

Daniel gives Elise a thumbs up.

DANIEL
Good.

68.

Daniel stumbles to the door, he opens it and walks outside.

Elise follows Daniel behind, but stops in the door frame.

Daniel turns around to face Elise, a couple feet of distance

between them.
Daniel gathers himself.
DANIEL (CONT'D)

Sorry again. You know, about "all
that".

Elise nervously responds back.

ELISE
No, it's quite alright. It's whatever!

Daniel awkwardly smirks, and leaves before he embarrasses
himself even more.

Elise crosses her arms, she feels the cold air outside.

ELISE
Have a good night.

DANTIEL
Yeah, you too.

*
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EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT (MOMENTS LATER)
Daniel walks away. Elise shuts her door.

Daniel walks down the building's stairs, he pauses at the
base of the stairs. Daniel stares blankly into the distance,
the cold breeze blows across his face. A train is heard in
the distance, its horn sounds. Daniel lets out a loud yell,
which is masked by the train's horn. Daniel has tears in his
eyes as he yells. Daniel stops the yell once the train
completely passes by. Tears continue to stream down his face.

CUT TO:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - LATER
SUSPENSEFUL MUSIC PLAYS IN THE BACKGROUND.

Daniel freaks out in his apartment, his motions are a
combination of sadness and hatred.

Daniel loses control and destroys the rooms in his apartment.

Daniel murmurs to himself about all the bad events which have
occurred in the last few hours. Daniel is completely
oblivious to what he smashes, breaks, and destroys, he just
does it.

SLOW DISSOLVE TO:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - LATER
Daniel calmly stands in the middle of his apartment, he has
stopped his freakout session. Daniel is just surrounded by
the destruction he laid upon his apartment. Daniel looks
around at the mess, he inspects the damage.
Daniel breathes heavily.
DANIEL (V.O.)
I just... lost it. Completely...
just... lost it. That's the end of it.
A beat.
Daniel recuperates and slowly cleans up his apartment.
Daniel comes across a face down picture frame, the edges are
cracked. Daniel picks up the frame and flips it around, a

picture of Heather is inside it. The glass of the frame is
broken, symbolizing Daniel and Heather's "break up".
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Daniel takes the picture of Heather, out of the frame, and
throws out the frame. Daniel placesthe portrait on his
writers desk.

Daniel continues to look and search for stuff, which are not
broken. Daniel comes across another picture frame, the frame
faces upwards, it's a family portrait. Daniel is shown to be
an only child, in accordance to the family portrait.

Daniel takes the framed family portrait and puts it on his
desk. After he puts down the frame, Daniel notices a moving
box underneath his desk. Daniel is confused on this box.
DANIEL
(quietly to himself)
What the hell is this.

Intrigued by the moving box, Daniel picks up the box, and
places it onto his desk.

Daniel opens up the box. Inside are some past memories.
Daniel finds a blue folder with a piece of tape on it, which
reads "Scripts". Inside the blue folder, there are completed
screenplays and ideas for screenplays.

Daniel smiles upon seeing these documents. Daniel tries his
best to not break down and cry.

Daniel comes across a young photo of him and Buddy. Daniel
stares at this photo.

DISSOLVE TO:
EXT. SUDZ BAR - LATE AFTERNOON
It is the next day.
CUT TO:
INT. SUDZ BAR - LATE AFTERNOON - MOMENTS LATER

Daniel sits at the bar, similar to how he did after his
suicide attempt.

Daniel takes a sip of his drink, it's a whisky on the rocks.

Daniel sees lonely people around him. The people look to have
it worse than Daniel does.

Daniel feels bad, but believes his life is much more worse.
Daniel wraps both hands around the whisky rocks glass.

26

27

* %

* ok Kk %

*

*

* ok Kk %



28

71.

DANIEL (V.0.)
I thought my situation was worse.

Just then, Buddy seems to rush in through the entrance of the
bar.

Buddy pants slightly due to the cold, his cheeks are also a
little red from the cold. Buddy instantly spots Daniel at the
bar, and calls out to him. Buddy scurries over to Daniel.

Daniel turns his head towards Buddy's direction.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Hey.

Daniel looks at Buddy, but doesn't make eye contact with
Buddy. Daniel puts his head back down.

DANTEL
(unenthusiastic)
How did you know I was here?

BUDDY
Oh, I- uh-

Buddy pulls out his phone, it displays a tracker for Daniel's
current location.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
(quick-wittedly)
-your phone.

INT. SUDZ BAR - MOMENTS LATER

Buddy and Daniel sit at a booth, similar to how they sat in
the booth at the restaurant.

DANIEL (V.O.)
Don't know why he was, but he found
me.

Buddy observes the room of the bar, he then reaches into his
back pocket.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
I had a feeling, you'd would be here.
Especially, after the voicemail I got
from you.

Buddy shows his phone to Daniel. Daniel is disappointed when
he thinks about the voicemail. Daniel doesn't respond to

28
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Buddy places his phone face down on the table. Buddy crosses
his arms, and drapes them on the edge of the table.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
You know, I'm not your enemy Daniel. I
don't know why you'd treat me like
one.

Daniel tries to take a sip of his drink, Buddy pushes
Daniel's arm with the drink down to the table. Daniel is

annoyed by Buddy's action.
Buddy tries to be reasonable with Daniel.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Maybe going out to dinner with Heather
wasn't the best idea. That's on me.
But, after everything you two have
been through, I don't know why you
believed it was going to work out in
the end, between you guys.

Daniel raises his eyebrows in disagreeance.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Look, I love you man. I know you
better than anyone else. All I wanted,
was for you to be happy. Which is why
I wanted you to go on that dinner date
with Heather.

Daniel is annoyed, he sarcastically smiles.

DANIEL
Yeah. Her and I really worked out our
differences.

Daniel attempts to take a sip of his drink, but again, Buddy

stops it.

BUDDY
I may have messed up, I know that, and
I'm sorry. But listen man, your life
isn't over, just yet.

Daniel lifts his head up at the 'just yet' part.

Daniel has a questioned look on his face.

In response,

*
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DANIEL (V.O.)
He knows.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
I mean, is the marriage really that
important, now?

Buddy takes a sip of his water. Daniel looks up at Buddy with
a cracked smile.

DANIEL
What did you say?

BUDDY
I said, your marriage-

DANIEL (CONT'D)
No. What did you just say, before?

Buddy is confused. However, Daniel knows Buddy isn't actually
confused.

BUDDY
I said is it really that important-

DANIEL
Not that. Before, what did you say
before, about my life not being over
"just yet".

Buddy knows Daniel is onto him, but Buddy continues to divert
from the question at hand.

BUDDY
I just said it because-

Daniel smacks his hand on the table, he sees through Buddy's
bullshit.

DANIEL
No you weren't.

BUDDY
Daniel, come on.

DANIEL
Don't say my name! You wouldn't just
say that, ok? Why are you saying
things you've never said before.
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BUDDY
Daniel, I've said it before.

DANIEL
Bullshit, you 'said it'!

Buddy wants Daniel to calm down, because Daniel gets loud.

BUDDY
We forget a lot of what we say, all
the time, Daniel.

Daniel pauses for a moment. Daniel thinks Buddy believes he's
some kind of idiot.

DANIEL
Where did you come from, Buddy?

BUDDY
What do you mean?

DANIEL
Before here. Where were you, before
you came here?

Buddy pauses.

BUDDY
Well, I came from your place. I was
just looking for you, man.

Daniel smirks, he interrogates Buddy.

DANIEL
Ok, ok... Then, what did you find?

BUDDY
'What did I find?'? Well, clearly not
you! If that's what you mean-

DANTEL
Buddy, what did you find in my house?

BUDDY
I didn't find anything.

Daniel smirks, again. Daniel feels Buddy's lies are so bad,
they are laughable.
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DANIEL
Bullshit, Buddy.

Daniel tries to take a sip of his drink, but Buddy covers the
drink with his hand. Daniel lashes at Buddy, he swats his
hand away.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Don't touch my fucking drink.

Buddy puts up his arms, defensively. Buddy tries to not make
confrontational eye contact with Daniel. Buddy wants to
deescalate the situation at hand.

BUDDY
You're right, you're right. I'm sorry.

Daniel sees Buddy attempt at a deescalation through the use
of his arms.

DANIEL
What the fuck are you doing there?

BUDDY
I'm sorry, I shouldn't have touched
your glass.

DANIEL
No. What the fuck are you doing with
your arms there?

Daniel points at Buddy's arms in the air. Daniel shows
emotional signs of anger, but is not high with his tone.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
What is this- what is this fucking
"thing" you're doing with your arms
there- what is this fucking character
you're trying here? Why are you acting
so fucking cautious with me? What is
this?

Buddy is at a loss for words, he does not know what to say,
except-

BUDDY
I'm sorry-

Daniel just wants a real, genuine answer, from Buddy.

*



76.

DANTIEL
Buddy, stop. Why are you fucking with
me? Are you getting joy out of
confusing me?

Daniel waits for a response from Buddy. Buddy give it to
Daniel.

BUDDY
I found it.

DANIEL
You found what?

BUDDY
It, Daniel.

Buddy reaches into his front pocket, and pulls out a balled
up blue crumpled piece of paper. Buddy puts the paper on the
table. Daniel looks at the blue paper ball. He knows full
well of what it is.

DANIEL
What the fuck is that-

BUDDY
You know what it is.

DANIEL
No, no I don't.

Buddy points at the paper ball.

BUDDY
Open it.

DANIEL
No.

BUDDY
Why not?

DANTEL

Because I don't want to.

BUDDY
It's not like you know what it is, so
what does it matter?

DANIEL
Because I already know what it is.

*
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BUDDY
Oh? But I thought you didn't know what
it was?

Daniel is tired of this back and forth talk.

DANIEL
Ok cut the shit, Buddy. I know what it
is. I don't need the whole theatrics
you're putting on.

BUDDY
So you lied to me, is what you're
saying?

DANIEL

You lied to me, Buddy. You played dumb
and shit about why you were at my
apartment.

Daniel is done with this whole conversation. Daniel grabs his
coat, and then points at the crumpled paper ball while he
puts his coat on.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Oh, and if I was going to kill myself,
I wouldn't have thrown, that away.
Daniel stands up and leaves the bar, he doesn't pay his tab.
Buddy quickly pulls out his wallet, he gets up to follow
Daniel.

Buddy directs his attention to the BARTENDER.

BUDDY
Is that all he had? Alright, thanks.

Buddy places cash on the table for Daniel's drink. Buddy
continues to follow Daniel.

EXT. SUDZ BAR - MOMENTS LATER

Daniel walks out of the bar. Buddy follows him out. Buddy
calls to Daniel.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Daniel! Daniel. I'm trying to help

you, man.

Daniel scoffs at what Buddy says, but continues to walk away.
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DANTIEL
Help me? Buddy, you can help me, by
not following me. That's how you can
help me.

BUDDY
Where are you going, dude?

DANIEL
Why does it matter? You got it tracked

anyway.

Daniel thinks about what he just said, then takes out his
phone to "stop sharing location".

BUDDY
Daniel, you're not alone.

Daniel stops in place, and then turns around.

Daniel wants to say something, but walks up to Buddy first.

DANIEL
Save your talk for someone who needs
it.

BUDDY

You need it.

DANIEL
I don't need it, I'm fine.

Daniel turns back around.

BUDDY
I know you, Daniel.

Daniel rolls his eyes, he's heard this clique before. Daniel
turns back to face Buddy.

DANIEL
I know you too, Buddy. If you know me
so bad, you would know I'm fine, and
your delusional.

Daniel turns and tries to walk away.

BUDDY
Then, why are you walking away?



DANIEL
I'm walking away from you, because
you're pissing me off. That's what you
do when you're an adult.

BUDDY
You run away from your problems?

Daniel turns back around to Buddy.

DANIEL
I'm not running away from my problems.

BUDDY
Sorry, walking away.

DANIEL
No, I'm not doing "anything" away from
my problems!

BUDDY
Yes, you are.

DANIEL
No, I'm not-

BUDDY
You fucking are Daniel! You are.

Daniel puts his hands on his hips. Daniel tilts his head

down.
Buddy slowly walks up to Daniel.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
You won't admit that, but it's ok.

Daniel rubs his eye, he is clearly upset but doesn't cry.

Buddy stands in front of Daniel.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
It sucks. I know it, I know it because
I was there once. I didn't admit, when
I was alright. I get it. I get it
100%, but you can't let it overpower
you.

Daniel is in denial.
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DANIEL
I'm not.

BUDDY
You can't run away when things get
hard in life. You can't blame others
for your problems, you need to get up
and man up.

Daniel smirks through his sadness.

DANIEL
You want me to man up? You think you
understand my situation, Buddy?

BUDDY
(sincerely)
Yes, I do, Daniel-

DANIEL
Well, you don't! You don't understand
a damn thing. Buddy, I lost my wife, I
lost my wife again, after you fucked
it forever. I lost my job, and I lost
Elise.

Buddy is surprised by Daniel's job.

BUDDY
You lost your job?

Daniel answers Buddy, but with a calmer tone.

DANIEL
Yeah. Last month.

Buddy doesn't change his tone.

BUDDY
You didn't tell me? You lied to me,
instead?

Daniel reverts back to his angry tone.

DANIEL
What was I supposed to say? That Buddy
who has a good job and a great long-
term relationship with his girlfriend,
has a friend who has neither? Do you
know how that makes me feel? How it
makes me feel as a man?

80.
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Daniel holds his head down, he feels sorry for himself.
Buddy puts his hands on Daniel's shoulders.

Buddy finds Daniel "man" comment, a little comical, due to
its outdated and absurd use. However, Buddy doesn't let it

distract him too much from how Daniel feels.

BUDDY
You're better than that Daniel, I know
you are, you know you are. You just
need to tell yourself that! You need
to wake up.

Buddy lightly slaps Daniel's face a few times to "wake him
up". Daniel takes it the wrong way and pushes Buddy away,
hard.

DANIEL
What the fuck?

Daniel hold his cheek, he feels betrayed.
Buddy walks back towards Daniel.

BUDDY
Daniel, I was-

Daniel slaps Buddy back, but harder. Daniel punches Buddy
across the face, his cheek specifically.

Buddy grabs his face, he doesn't understand why Daniel did
that, but won't let it slide.

A beat.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
What the fuck.

Buddy angrily rushes at Daniel.

Buddy takes down Daniel, but initially struggles to get
Daniel down.

The two men wrestle like they're brothers.
BUDDY (CONT'D)

Daniel stop! Why are you acting like
this?
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DANIEL
Get the fuck off me!

Daniel overpowers Buddy and pushes him away. Daniel delivers
a kick to Buddy's stomach, followed by a second punch.

Buddy lays on the ground. His face has a small gash on it.
Daniel stands over Buddy, the two men stare at each other.
DANIEL (V.O.)

I felt bad for punching Buddy. In my

mind, what did it matter? It wasn't

going to be a problem at the end of

the day.
Daniel leaves in a hurry.
Buddy looks towards the bar, people watch the commotion.
Buddy signals to the people in the bar that it's alright.
Buddy gets up, he spits out a little blood from a busted lip.

CUT TO:

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - EVENING (LATER)

Knocks are heard outside of Daniel's front door. Buddy's
voice is heard from the other side.

BUDDY (0.S.)
Daniel!

No response. Buddy continues to knock, whilst he calls out
for Daniel, to answer the door.

BUDDY (0.S.) (CONT'D)
Daniel. Hey. Look man, I'm sorry!

Buddy makes a grunt noise. Keys rustle. Buddy unlocks the
door and opens it.

BUDDY
Daniel?

Buddy is out of breath, he's cold. Buddy's cheeks are red,
but his one cheek is more red, from Daniel's punch.

Buddy searches all over Daniel's apartment. Buddy quietly
talks to himself.
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BUDDY (CONT'D)
Dammit, where the hell are you?

Buddy pulls out his phone. Buddy tries to check it for
Daniel's location.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
Oh, he turned it off, the fucker.

Buddy puts his phone down. He tries to call up Daniel, but
Daniel had blocked Buddy.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
(to himself)
Fuck alright, I guess I don't have
Elise's number either, that's great.

Buddy searches the apartment for Elise's number.
BUDDY (CONT'D)
He's got to have it written down
somewhere, the asshole's a writer, he

writes every-fucking-thing down.

Buddy continues to search.

CUT TO:

EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - EVENING (SAME TIME)
Daniel knocks on Elise's door.
INT. ELISE'S LIVING ROOM - (SAME TIME)

A shower can be heard, off screen. Elise's phone sits on the
couch's side table.

The door bell sounds. The metal rings of a shower curtain
sound, which are followed by the yells of Elise.

ELISE (0.S.)
I'm in the shower, just a minute!

CUT TO:

EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - (SAME TIME)

Daniel hears Elise, he then looks at his watch, he
contemplates his next. Daniel reaches into his pocket and
then crouches. Daniel pulls a note from his pocket, and
leaves it on Elise's door mat.
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Daniel takes a few moments and then leaves.
CUT TO:
INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

Elise speed walks down and through her little hallway. Elise
wears comfy clothes, which sport a few wet spots. Elise tries
to dry her hair with a towel.

Elise looks for her phone, she notices it on the table, but
does a hand motion like "eh, I'll get it later."

Elise goes to her front door, she opens it.
CUT TO:
EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - (SAME TIME)

No one is there. Elise is confused, but then sees the note
left on her doormat. Elise puts on some slip-on slippers, and
her coat. Elise steps outside her apartment, she picks up the
note in the process. Confused by the note, she flips over the
note, it reads "The Truth". Elise hears someone walk down the
metal stairs. Elise walks over to the staircase and peaks
around the corner.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Daniel!?

Daniel is on the last step of the staircase. Daniel stops in
place; he closes his eyes for a second like "shit! She saw
me." Daniel turns around to greet Elise.

DANIEL
Oh, I didn't realize you were home.

DANIEL (V.O.)
I lied, I'm sorry.

Elise smiles.
ELISE
Sorry, I was in the shower. I tried
yelling, but I guess you didn't hear.

Daniel shrugs, like he had no idea.

DANIEL
Eh, no worries.
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CUT TO:

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

Buddy searches Daniel apartment, he looks for Elise's number.

BUDDY
(to himself)
Come on. Where'd you put it, you
bastard.

Buddy finally finds it. Buddy pulls out his phone and dials
Elise's number. The call goes instantly to voicemail. The
voice is of a woman's voice, which Buddy is not familiar
with. Buddy isn't pleased with this.

BUDDY (CONT'D)
That's not her, who is that? He knows
another Elise?! Ugh! What the fuck
Daniel, come on.

Buddy continues to search for Elise's number.

CUT TO:

EXT. ELISE'S APARTMENT BUILDING - (SAME TIME)
Elise still stands towards the top of the staircase.

ELISE
Oh here, let me come down there!

Elise descends the staircase, she doesn't care that it's
negative degree weather out.

Daniel worriedly ascends the staircase.
DANIEL
Oh no, you're barely wearing anything,
let me come up there!
Elise assures Daniel that she is fine.
DANIEL (CONT'D)
You're not even fully dry. You're
gonna get sick!

Elise and Daniel meet in the middle of the staircase.

ELISE
I'll live.
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DANIEL
Aw, but I feel bad.

Elise brushes it off. Elise doesn't want Daniel to worry

86.

about her. Elise assures Daniel she is in fact ok with it.

ELISE (CONT'D)
So, what's up? What brings you to
my... staircase?

Daniel thinks for a second.
DANIEL

Oh, uh. I just wanted to come by and
apologize for what happened yesterday.

Elise is a little shocked at Daniel's need to apologize

anymore.

ELISE
If anything, it was my fault. I
should've been more clear on my
sexuality.

DANIEL (V.O.)
Elise, why did you apologize?

Elise laughs to herself.
ELISE

You're not the first guy to think I
was straight.

DANIEL
It's just that... you wouldn't think
you were.

ELISE

Cause I'm not like a butch dyke?

DANIEL
No no no, I didn't mean it like that!

Elise laughs.

ELISE
I'm kidding! I probably shouldn't use
those words though. Honestly, I do
find it enjoyable that I get mistaken
for straight. Feels like I'm breaking
a stereotype.
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Daniel tries to decide on what to say next.

DANIEL
Well! I had no idea.

ELISE
Well, I like that.

The winter wind picks up in speed, and the snow falls much
quicker, Elise shivers as a response. Daniel tries to break
free from this unexpected conversation.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
Well, uh-

Elise interrupts Daniel before he can really start his
sentence.

ELISE
Hey, do you want to hang out later
tonight? We can grab drinks or
something.

Daniel's response is a little too honest, he doesn't think
too hardly on it.

DANIEL
Um, I'm busy tonight, unfortunately.

Elise isn't bothered by Daniel unavailability.
Daniel walks away, at this point he just wants to leave.
ELISE

(loud)
Oh, ok. Maybe we can another time?

Daniel nudges away from Elise, with the idea of impertinence.

DANIEL
I'll send you a text, uh sometime
tomorrow-

Daniel holds up his phone.

DANIEL (CONT'D)
I got your number and all that jazz.

ELISE
Ok.

*
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Elise remembers the note she had found moments ago.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Oh, Daniel, wait!

Daniel turns to Elise, he is a decent length away from Elise.
Elise holds up the letter, she has to yell a little.

ELISE (CONT'D)
This... letter?! What is it?!

DANIEL
It's just the apology for last night,
just in case you weren't home.

ELISE
Oh. Apologize for what?

DANIEL
Not sure.

Daniel smiles, Elise smiles back.
Daniel turns back around and continues to walk away.
Nonaggressive, Elise yells to Daniel.

ELISE
Daniel!?

Daniel doesn't turn around this time.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Have a good night!

DANIEL
Ya, you too!

Daniel walks and disappears into the snow.
Elise smiles, she then goes back up her apartment staircase.
38 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Elise walks into her apartment, she takes off her slippers
and coat.

Elise's phone buzzes. Elise retrieves her phone, and sees a
random number with the same area code as her. Elise has a
confused look on her face. However, before she can answer the
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call, the call ends.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Oh. Shoot.

Elise opens her phone and sees that she has 3 missed phone
calls from the same person. Curious about the number, she
calls it back. The call is quickly answered after the first
ring.

ELISE (CONT'D)

Oh! Hello?
BUDDY
(on the phone)
Elise?!
ELISE
(confused)

Yes, hi, who's this?

BUDDY
(on the phone)
It's Buddy! Daniel's friend.

ELISE
Oh, Buddy, yes, Daniel talks about
you!

CUT TO:

39 INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)
Buddy is on the phone, he paces around Daniel's living room.

BUDDY
Yeah, that's great Elise, awesome,
have you seen Daniel recently?

ELISE
(on the phone)
Yes, I just did.

CUT TO:

40 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

ELISE (CONT'D)
He was here just a second ago.

39

40



90.

BUDDY
(on the phone)
He was!? Where is he now?!

ELISE
He, left. He didn't say where he was
going though. I would assume back
home.

Elise sets the note down on the side table.
BUDDY
(on the phone)

He is suicidal.

Elise processes Buddy's words, she is completely confused
about Buddy's response.

ELISE
What?
CUT TO:
41 INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)
BUDDY
Daniel, is suicidal. I think he's
going to kill himself tonight, Elise.
ELISE
(on the phone)
What do you mean, 'he's going to kill
himself'?
BUDDY
I found his suicide letter, in his
trash, crumpled up.
CUT TO:

42 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

ELISE
His suicide letter?

BUDDY
(on the phone)
Yes, and it was scheduled for November
15th.
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ELISE
November 15th? The 15th? That was...
The night I met Daniel... *
Elise realizes her instincts were right that night. Elise *
takes a moment to process, she understands it all, now. *
CUT TO:
42A INT. BUS - NIGHT 42A *
Daniel sits on what looks to be an empty bus. *
43 INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME) 43
BUDDY
Elise, Elise, do you know where Daniel
might be?
CUT TO:
44 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME) 44
Elise thinks about where Daniel could be. *
CUT TO:
45 INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME) 45
BUDDY
I'm his best friend and even I don't
have a clue! Granted he did punch me
in the face, that could be part of it.
CUT TO:
46 INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME) 46
Elise looks at the note. *
ELISE
I know where he is.
BUDDY
(on the phone)
Oh! Where? *

CUT TO:
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INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

BUDDY
Shit, that's a 50 minute walk from
here, and I don't have a car!

ELISE
(on the phone)
I'll come grab you.

BUDDY
No! By then it'll be too late, just go
get him, I'll find a ride!

CUT TO:
INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)
ELISE
Ok, I'm leaving now.
BUDDY
(on the phone)
Ok, I'll see you guys soon. Bye.
Elise and Buddy both hang up.
CUT TO:
INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)
Buddy pulls the phone away from his ear.
BUDDY
Fuck.
Buddy swings his phone arm in frustration.
BUDDY (CONT'D)
Fuck, fuck, fuck, fuck! Goddammit!!!
CUT TO:

INT. ELISE'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

Elise drops the letter, and rushes to the front door.

The camera pans down to the letter, I'm sorry for everything.

Goodbye.

Elise leaves out the front door.
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CUT TO:

INT. DANIEL'S APARTMENT - (SAME TIME)

BUDDY
Fuck!

Buddy buries his face into the couch.
Buddy gets up, he then tells his phone to "call him an Uber.

Buddy then leaves the apartment in a scurry. Buddy slams the
door behind him.

CUT TO:

INT. ELISE'S CAR - MOMENTS LATER
Elise drives her car in a hurry.
Elise pulls out her phone, she speaks into it.

ELISE
Call, Daniel.

The phone goes right to voicemail.

ELISE (CONT'D)
Fuck.

CUT TO:

EXT. REAL CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)

Daniel sits on the edge of the cement structure. Daniel is
faced towards the distant skyline. The skyline is absolutely
beautiful.

Daniel audibly deep breathes in, and then out.

CUT TO:

INT. ELISE'S CAR - (SAME TIME)
Elise finishes her voicemail, she then hangs up her phone.

Elise has a distressed look on her face. A tear falls onto
her cheek, she wipes it away instantly.

CUT TO:
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EXT. REAL CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)
Daniel receives the voicemail from Elise.

Daniel's phone is revealed to be on the cement structure,
right next to him. Daniel picks up his phone and chuckles at
Elise's notification.

Daniel places his phone back down next to himself. Daniel
hits the play button on the voicemail, listens to it.

ELISE'S VOICEMAIL
Daniel, please don't do this, truth of
the matter is, I did feel something
for you last night. Or when we first
met, I don't know, it's all confusing
for me, but listen to me. Please, let
me explain in person. I'll see you
soon! Bye.

Daniel turns off his phone, he will not let Elise talk him
out of his suicide this time.

DANIEL
(to himself)
Bye.
EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Elise arrives to the location, she parks her car on the
street. She gets out of the car, and rushes to the cement
structure.

ELISE
Daniel?! Daniel?! Where are you?!

Elise gets closer, but sees that Daniel isn't at the
location.

ELISE
No, no, no. Daniel!?

Elise goes up to the edge of the cement structure and looks
over the edge. Daniel isn't there.

Elise looks around, she's confused.
Daniel is somewhere else. This causes Elise to cry.

DANIEL (V.0.)
To the people that I lied to, I'm
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95.

Sorry.
EXT. REAL CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)
Daniel sits on a cement ledge somewhere else.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
I really am. Truly.

EXT. STREET - (SAME TIME)
Buddy arrives, he runs over to Elise.

BUDDY
Elise! Where is he? Did he jump?

ELISE
No.

Buddy looks over the edge, he doesn't see Daniel. Buddy then
looks around.

BUDDY
He didn't? Then why are you crying?

ELISE
He's not here.

BUDDY
What? What do you mean he's not here?

ELISE
He's somewhere else. This isn't the
right place!

Buddy is confused.
ELISE (CONT'D)
He sent us to a different location,
than where he is.
Elise continues to cry.
Buddy can't believe it.
BUDDY
No, no! What the fuck! That can't be
right! Why would he do that, why did
he do this!

Buddy is pissed and upset.
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EXT. REAL CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)

96.

Daniel sits on the edge, he is faced away. He puts one leg

down, it hangs over the edge.

The voice over of Daniel from the beginning, along with the

sound of the pen writes.
DANIEL (V.O.)

In conclusion, Sometimes you can't
help someone-

EXT. CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)

Buddy and Elise stand there, they are both upset.

DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Sometimes you just need to let those
decide what they want to do.

EXT. REAL CEMENT STRUCTURE - (SAME TIME)
A slow zoom out from Daniel.
DANIEL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
With me being one of 'those', I can
now finally do what I originally was

supposed to do.

The movie ends with a slow tilt up to the sky.

CUT TO:

CUT TO:

SLOW FADE TO WHITE.

JUMP TO BLACK SCREEN.

CREDITS.

END.
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