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                                                                     Abstract 

In this Senior Capstone project, I present an original app design, as part of mapping out the 

interface of my passion for blogging and my mission of improving the online atmosphere for 

non-celebrity bloggers, who suffer from underexposure in a society heavily influenced by media 

and technology. First, I discuss my interest in blogging and the positive effects it has had in my 

life. Second, I dive into the psychology of blogger relationships and relatable content and the 

issue of social media algorithms prioritizing famous figures over everyday people. Third, I 

discuss my idea for an app that will revolutionize the representation of content. Fourth, I will 

discuss the pages of my wireframe. Fifth, I will discuss how I believe my app will help others. 

Sixth, I discuss long-term plans to launch the app. 
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A Creative Idea to a Purpose: 

A Wireframe and Plan for a Non-Tech Professional to create a Mobile Application 

to Encourage Diversity in Content Creation and Media Influence 

  

Introduction: Blogging Influence 

I grew up in an era where I personally felt I had the perfect balance of technology, 

internet and creative outlets as a child and adolescent. This meant knowing and learning how to 

navigate the internet while still using the left side of my brain to draw, craft and design. The 

general population had not yet been completely consumed by iPhones, Instagram and Facebook. 

There was still a delicate balance that allowed to me to explore my interests in technology but 

also develop my creativity: I didn’t know there was such thing as content creation. When I did, 

my passions exploded. 

Instagram and Facebook became very popular sources of content when I was in high 

school. I was inspired and influenced by content creators who helped me by providing a range of 

information, from styling tips to lifestyle tips. As the years went on, the bloggers who were 

generally known were the same few bloggers that I had always followed. It wasn’t until a few 

years ago that I realized how much different content there was for all kinds of people. The most 

popular bloggers were always female, Caucasian, thin, living what it seemed like wealthy, 

perfect lives. It wasn’t until I found bloggers that advocated for Afro-Latinas (For example, how 
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to take care of your natural hair), bloggers that were body positive, bloggers that were 

transgender, and so forth. 

 I realized that the content created by the most popular bloggers overshadowed the 

everyday blogger. This is due to the quantity of likes and followers. This is what inspired me to 

create a platform where content is viewed by subject and not by popularity. I realized that I 

wanted to bring a solution to this issue with a mobile application. I visualized and sketched what 

I wanted my app to look like with a wireframe, a set of images which displays the functional 

elements of a website or page, typically used for planning a site’s structure and functionality 

(Oxford Dictionaries, 2018). This became the start of my innovative solution to give content a 

new digital platform. 

  

Content Algorithms 

In June of 2016, Instagram changed their feed algorithm. The Instagram algorithm is the 

intelligent programming that decides the order of posts that Instagram presents in any user’s feed 

(Influencer Marketing Hub, 2018). Before, content was in chronological order and the chance of 

your post being seen was contingent upon when you posted it. Now, the algorithm favors 

engagement, how many likes you usually get and how much time people spend looking at your 

post. In addition, the tech company also added an explore page, which featured the most liked 

and popular content on the app. This is ultimately set up to make the popular bloggers more 

popular, and the smaller bloggers even smaller. 
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Blogs have emerged as a new internet based communication tool for companies (Saxena 

2011). The scholarly article studied the relationship between blogging and consumerism. The 

study looked at how access to the internet can influence whether or not someone makes a 

purchase based on what bloggers say about the particular item. The study confirms that when 

someone Googles a potential purchase, they often read credible blogs to help them decide 

whether or not they should get the item. 

Consumers’ attitudes seem to be influenced by how consumers assess credibility, which 

is determined by trustworthiness, para-social interaction (PSI), expertise and message credibility 

(Esteban-Santos, Medina, Carey, Bellido-Perez, 2018). These studies prove that blogger 

influence is a vital factor in the relationship between companies and content creators. Social 

media applications are the reason bloggers have a platform in the first place. However, that does 

not mean that algorithms they practice should infringe on the growth of many bloggers. 

  

App Proposition 

I want to create a different platform for the everyday blogger who also wants to be a part 

of a community where they can be known for who they are and not necessarily how many 

followers or subscriptions they have. It will be called BloggerCorner. The MVP (Minimum 

Viable Product) is to create a feed of blogger posts contingent on the subject. In mobile app  

development, your minimum viable product includes the feature or features required to solve a 

core problem for a set of users and be released to market (Kosir, 2018). 

 

https://clearbridgemobile.com/
https://clearbridgemobile.com/
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This mobile application will help bloggers with content exposure and will help readers 

find the exact content they are looking for. I imagine the application having a similar visual 

structure as a social media application, such as Instagram. The application will have an RSS feed 

(really simple syndication), which means simple text files with updated data (Lacoma, 2018). 

This means that when a user is browsing through the feed, the content that appears comes is 

simply updated data from a URL link. In other words, the application BloggerCorner does not 

create the content but recycles content that is already created- it just has a new platform of where 

it can be viewed. 

 To compare an application with an RSS feed to an application without: I will compare it 

to a video game, such as Angry Bird, to a social media application, such as Tumblr. Gregory 

Samus, a project development manager in New York City used this comparison as an example 

when speaking to me about the future of my application (2018). The application Angry Bird does 

not have an RSS feed- the development therefore is much more complex, simply because the 

application itself creates the content and user experience. Tumblr, on the other hand, has an RSS 

feed. The application recycles, shares and updates content that has already been created, whether 

that is a photo, a blog post, etc. 

 My vision for BloggerCorner is to contain an RSS feed that is built upon the individual 

links of the posts bloggers have already published. Readers can choose what subjects they want 

to show up on their feed while bloggers choose what subjects their content falls under. The 

application will have a list of hashtags that can be chosen. Lella, Orazi, Torresi and Campanelli 
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(2007) confirm that the meaning of the tags within the associative network is constrained by the 

links which connect them to other tags and contents. This study confirms that the purpose of the 

RSS feed and using tags with it is to represent the content of the post reflecting the personal 

point of view of the author. This is exactly what I have visualized for BloggerCorner- people 

choosing tags that fit their view and preferences and having the platform to organize that. The 

application being heavily dependent on an RSS feed means that all content will be based on your 

interests and when it was posted. 

  

                                   Wireframe Development 

When I first thought about creating an app, I didn’t know where to start. It wasn’t until I 

discovered the power of a wireframe. I am not a tech professional nor am I educated on coding. 

Figuring out my Minimum Viable Product and knowing I wanted to have my application run on 

an RSS feed was a solid start. The more research I did the more it was apparent: you have to 

draw it out! Wireframes are nevertheless among the most influential and most important 

prototype methods because the most innovative ideas tend to arise from them (Arnowitz, Arent, 

Berger 2007). The more I read tech articles, peer-reviewed articles and book chapters on  

wire-framing and app development, the more I understood how important it was. Knowing 

exactly what you want the user experience to appear click by click makes it easier to organize the 

app functions. 
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I put away my laptop and phone and sat down with a brand new notebook. I closed my 

eyes and imagined opening my app: what colors I wanted to appear, what icons I wanted to have, 

etc. I created a wireframe page by page. I put myself in the shoes of both a blogger and reader. I 

created a wireframe in the point of view of someone who is signing up for my app as both a 

reader and a blogger. This is because the topics that the individual is interested in reading can 

differ to what topics their own blog covers. For example, a fitness and health blogger can be 

interested in reading blogs about makeup and fashion trends without producing that type of 

content. 

 The wireframe in completion is fifteen pages. The first five pages of my wireframe 

include the introductory screen of first opening up the app, signing up for the app and also 

picking the categories being both a blogger and reader. The next five pages of my wireframe 

include the app generating the perfect content, showing the layout of the feed and also asking for 

permission to enable email and push notifications. The next four pages of the wireframe shows 

the function of the four tabs under the screen when logged in. The last page specifically shows 

what will happen to the app when you click on a blog post on the feed. It shows how the RSS 

feed mentioned earlier is incorporated. The app shows the blog post on the blogger’s website 

without taking you outside of the application. Instead, the link works internally on the app. 

However, that is equivalent to a visit on the original URL link. 

 I use the software MockFlow, which allows me to create a digital wireframe from 

scratch and save it. As mentioned by Herasimchik (2010), it's possible to create wireframes for a 

web design in Photoshop or illustrator, but it can be tempting to launch into full-on design,  
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because all your tools are right there and it's easy to follow through with any idea that comes to 

mind. A tool, such as MockFlow helps you avoid these lapses, since, it combines basic editing 

functions but also has more specialized features such as layering, grouping and aligning data. 

  

Purpose and Long Term Goals 

The purpose of my entire Senior Capstone project is to create a different platform for 

content creators and readers that aren’t limited by algorithms and number of followers. The most 

famous bloggers are favored by top social media platforms and don’t necessarily cater to the 

interests of everyone who is interested in engaging in web content. I want to create a platform for 

the everyday blogger and match people to the bloggers who would best fit their interests. 

         I immersed myself in this capstone project also to tackle the negative stereotypes 

psychologists and other professionals may have with bloggers. Secheiko (2018) mentions that a 

great number of bloggers have problems with social interaction in their real life, feel unsure of 

themselves, and is rarely initiative, yet they would like to change that. This study concludes that 

bloggers exist because they want to create another version of themselves in order to be the 

person they wish they were in real life. It also argues that the root of bloggers’ inner conflicts is 

derived from anxiety, aggression and insecurity, hence why they need an online presence. 

 I strongly disagree from this study and its conclusive statements. My experience as a 

blogger contradicts this theory of blogging. A research article done by Barros, 2018 concludes 

that the characteristics of social media enable and shape a new form of identity work that is 

collective and visible. Barros, 2018 agrees that social media and blogging allows for a new  
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identity to emerge. From my academic and personal input, the overlapping mention of a separate 

identity mentioned in both parties is a substantial point. However, the identity that one creates by 

blogging online does not necessarily mean that it goes against one’s true self but more so, 

represents a more progressive version of your thoughts and values because you are given a 

platform to share that. 

Secheiko, 2018 uses the idea of a separate identity to push that bloggers create it out of 

self-hatred and insecurity whereas Barros, 2018 states the separate identity is the same person 

but with a bigger platform to share themselves. I disagree with Secheiko, 2018 and agree with 

Barros, 2018 because I believe that blogging is a new way to be vulnerable yet innovative and 

vocal. Although I agree with Barros, 2018 that blogging allows a new identity work, I believe 

blogging and having a voice is more powerful than what his point is stating. Barros, 2018 shares 

that blogging creates an identity that is positive but also dissociating, although in a healthy and  

positive way. I believe that blogging is your inner self but a more progressive and powerful 

version, because you have the ability to self-reflect and analyze. 

         There is value and honesty in blogging and being able to share content with the world. 

My qualitative research with myself as a participant contradicts the finding of the people who 

say that (Secheiko, 2018) and my own experiences align with the findings that blogging creates a 

positive identity (Barros, 2018). The relationships bloggers create with their readers is mentioned 

in a published book based on a long term research project done by Gardner and Davis (2013). 

The study finds that apps and content generated by others can promote a strong sense of identity, 

allow deep relationships, and stimulate creativity. Exposure to content that one can relate and  
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connect to has a positive impact on the receiver of information. This is the reason I created 

BloggerCorner. If my app was put into practice, it would further prove my perspective. 

         My long-term goals include keeping my wireframe as a prototype for potential investors. 

My phone conversation with Gregory Samus, a Project Manager in New York City helped me 

visualize my future. Samus works to match entrepreneurs, specifically mobile applications to 

potential investors. If I wanted to launch my app, he advised me to create a wireframe and a 

Minimum Viable Product (mentioned previously). The next step after that would be to look for 

investors. A prototype makes it quite easier to sell your idea to potential buyers who can now 

actually view the tangible benefits instead of just visualizing or reading product description 

(newgenapps, 2013). There are many resources online that I can use and meetings I could attend 

to pitch my idea. Ideally, I would want a social media platform for my application before taking  

this step. Having a website and Instagram profile already completed explaining what 

BloggerCorner is all about would be my next step. Letting bloggers and readers know about my 

idea and building a brand for the application before launching it would support my pitch when 

the time came to introduce my idea to investors. 

  

                                                   Conclusion 

In conclusion, blogging has been and will continue to be a major part of my life. I want to 

share my positive experiences with other and take the issues I feel are present in the blogging 

community with the positives to create a better platform. I also want to take a stand on behalf of 

bloggers against the negative stereotypes from scholars (Secheiko, 2018) and also add to the 
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 academia available towards the positive effects of blogging (Barros, 2018), (Gardner and Davis, 

2013). I believe that the generation we are currently living in is extremely innovative, 

groundbreaking and constantly changing. To detach numbers and likes from bloggers to reveal 

important content is a feature that will revolutionize social media. 
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        Wireframe Page 1 

 

 

Wireframe 1 shows the initial appearance of the mobile application when opened. 
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            Wireframe Page 2

 

 

 

Wireframe 2 shows the sign up page and the options for the user. 
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      Wireframe Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Wireframe 3 shows the form for a new user to fill out to successfully create a profile. 
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        Wireframe Page 4

 

 

 

 

Wireframe 4 shows the variety of categories the blogger’s content can fall under. The user then 

applies accordingly. 
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          Wireframe Page 5 

 

 

 

Wireframe 5 shows the variety of categories the blogger can choose to read. The user then 

applies accordingly. 
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     Wireframe Page 6 

 

 

Wireframe 6 shows the application loading the personalized feed for the user. 
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      Wireframe Page 7 

 

 

 

 

Wireframe 7 shows the option to turn on push notifications on the applicable device. 
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               Wireframe Page 8 

 

 

 

 

Wireframe 8 shows the option to receive email updates on user profile and activity. 
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         Wireframe 9 

 

 

Wireframe 9 shows the sample feed including the text, image and format of the initial screen 

when the user is logged in. 
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        Wireframe 10 

 

 

 

Wireframe 10 shows the continuation of the user scrolling down the sample feed. The different 

posts are divided by black horizontal lines. 
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           Wireframe 11 

 

 

 

Wireframe 11 shows the function of the “Me” tab and personal settings. 
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         Wireframe 12 

 

 

Wireframe 12 shows the format of the notifications tab. 
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                Wireframe 13 

 

 

Wireframe 13 shows the option of the “Upload” function. 
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          Wireframe 14 

 

 

 

Wireframe 14 shows the “Explore” tab of the application. 
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         Wireframe 15 

 

 

 

Wireframe 15 shows the function of the RSS feed. This is how the application will appear when 

the user clicks the post and the link is loading directly into the mobile application. 
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