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	 Money makes the world go round. This phrase is not an exaggeration. 

One doesn’t need money to be happy. Whether or not a person is happy, in 

today’s world you need money to survive. This green piece of paper can define 

how one lives, how one is valued, and what they have access too. The less mon-

ey one had, the less one was regarded and the less resources they had access 

too. With this being said, the money system we have has become a poison that 

plagues low income communities.  People of low-income communities have to 

struggle to receive certain necessities .  Money has put a limitation on them and 

they have to act accordingly to survive.

	 Before going into financial struggles, it is important to know who makes 

up low income communities.  Low income families consist of minority groups 

including Black, African American, Latinos. There are definitely White people 

who also make up these communities but not a majority of it.  According to an 

article “ Race/Ethnic Income Gap Growing Among U.S. Working Poor Families” 

in 2013 racial ethnic minority groups are 47% more likely to be poor compared 

to whites being only 23% likely. Economic crises like the great Recession only 

widens the gap. This paper will examine the struggles these low-income resi-

dents have to deal with because of the economic position they are in. Keeping 

in mind money is essential for survival, this paper will also examine what these 

people do to make ends meet.

Introduction



	 I have experienced first-hand how a low-income life can affect the people 

that have to endure that struggle. For some time, my family and I had to en-

dure the hardships of being homeless. We ended up living in my grandmother’s 

apartment. Imagine living in a two-bedroom apartment, with not only two other 

siblings and my mom, but two other cousins, my aunt and mom. That’s a very 

hectic situation. Privacy was not an option in such situation. Conflicts break out 

because it is not easy having multiple people co-exist in a limited space. I re-

member times I would ask what’s to eat and not get an answer back. My mother’s 

job was barely enough to find a place in the high rent housing of New York city. 

It took us about a year to find our own place, which is a sad case. Health is also 

a struggle for me. I have been in places like Massachusetts, Purchase College, 

and even parts of long island where there are many trees, less litter, and better 

air in general. When going back to New York after experiencing these, my lungs 

sometimes cannot readjust. I’ve been diagnosed with asthma, and it is triggered 

more when I am exposed to these changes in environment. These changes in-

clude having litter on the street, less trees, and fumes in the air. These are many 

of the struggles that I deal with but are also burning issues in the low-income 

communities as well. 

Struggle



Health

	 As mentioned in my own personal experience, there are many struggles 

that come with living the low-income life. Health is shown to be one of the many 

burning issues. Many poor neighborhoods are not regarded for in terms of liv-

ing conditions. News commentator Van Jones had a TED tak on environmental 

justice. He described what is known as Cancer Valley. This is an area where plas-

tic pollution is at an all-time high. Plastic production, consumption, and dispos-

al affects these areas greatly. People of higher classes have a choice of whether 

not to deal with this plastic, whereas people of lower income areas don’t. This 

right here is another limitation on those with no money. People who live in these 

areas have to suffer the consequences against their will, because they don’t have 

access to anything else. 

	 Money also limits the food choices that low-income people make.There 

is poorer health amongst the black people stuck in poverty. The black popula-

tion is more likely to be obese and have higher blood pressure. 40% of black man 

die prematurely from cardio vascular disease compared to 21% of white men, ac-

cording to an article “Health Statistics for Black American Men”.  I interviewed a 

friend in a low-income neighborhood. She quotes, “It’s hard to have a decent diet 

regimen when fruits are more expensive than junk food”. Due to limited money 

causes these people to make cheap choices instead of healthy ones.  Anyone 

who visits a store can witness how expensive it is to be healthy. Many go for the 

more convenient options including fast food. Whether it’s fried chicken, burger, 

French fries, or all of the above, many indulge in these foods because they not 

only taste good, but it is cheap to get. When my mom would come home from 



work, I would wonder about what is for dinner. In the end and perhaps due to 

discouragement of cooking, my mother would give my two siblings and I about 

$6 each to go out and buy something to eat. With that much money, options 

are limited. With these factors in place, people in low income communities can 

rarely hope to be healthy. 

Education 

	 There is a distinct difference in education from low income neighbor-

hoods as opposed to upper class neighborhoods. Schools in richer areas get 

greater funding, giving them access to resources that schools in lower income 

schools cannot get access to. In some cases, parents even would pay these rich-

er schools to let their kids attend. Low income families do not have that luxury. 

Educator Kandice Sumner speaks on the issues concerning schools in low in-

come communities. She highlights the fact that children do not receive good 

education. In many cases, this does not have to do with the kids that attend. 

There are kids in school that love to read, write, make art, etc. but cannot real-

ize their fullest potential because of the resources provided. As Sumner said, 

what’s a carpenter without any equipment. In this case, what is a student with-

out any books? What is an artist without any art supplies? The system we live 

in deprives these students of resources and then looks down on them. Kandice 

Sumner says,“it’s like neglecting a baby.” We cannot grow properly without the 

proper nourishment. In the end, higher income schools have better treatment 

because that’s where the money is flowing. 

	 In order to receive a way out of the financial struggle, people of low-in-



come communities, attend college. A lot of us can say that from a young age it 

was drilled into our heads that if we get through college, we can land a good job. 

That has become a lot of our dreams down the line. The harsh reality is that it is 

not always the case, due to the system that we have in play. A Forbes by Susan 

Adams states that white school dropouts have about the same wealth as a black 

college graduate. This already shows that we have to put in a lot more work just 

to be on par with a higher-class citizen who doesn’t even try. This is also due 

to the fact that upper class people are likely to have more connects than we do. 

This puts a lot of stress and presser on a low-income college graduate.  Accord-

ing to a study, half of us gradate with more than $25,000 in debt. This puts a lot 

of pressure into finding a job to pay it off post-graduation. The other issue is if 

a black graduate will earn enough to pay off this debt. I interviewed a post grad 

student at Purchase College. “Job security has been an issue in the past.” Many 

go back to working a job that college experience is not even needed for. Jobs in 

our desired field may have us waiting but the student loans have us rushing for 

a solution.  

The Workplace

	 The workplace is not any better for a low-income individual. Two people 

working the same job will not earn the same income. Studies show that low 

income workers will not make as much in in the workplace due to race, class 

and gender. According to the U.S. Census Bureau the average pay gap in the US 

between men and women are 19.3%. American women earned just 62.5 cents on 

the dollar, and Hispanic women earned just 54.4 cents one the dollar. The Civil 

Rights Act prevented the discrimination based on race and gender, so the fact 



that there’s still a wage gap is sad. In addition, when minimum wage jobs are 

the only option, it sometimes is hard to make ends meet. My mom worked a 

job that did not pay really well due to her wage per hour and limited number of 

hours. I remember her being promoted to a manager position, and still did not 

make enough. After receiving a pay check, the money needed to be contribut-

ed to food, bills, rising rent, clothes etc. I interviewed a few friends about their 

working experience. One said that all the money she makes is usually used to 

help out her family. Many had to use it for household appliances especially if 

that worker I was living on their own.   By the time everything was paid off, there 

was little to money to save. There are even cases where income made at a job is 

spent on the travel getting there. 

	 A study shows that 82 % of children whose moms do not have high 

school education live-in low-income conditions. These families could not take 

on school for all their time had to be spent to raise children. In that essence 

minimum wage jobs are usually one of the only legal options. In conditions of 

minimum wage jobs, financial security is not guaranteed. Things like job loss, 

eviction, or just financial deficiency happen. This puts families in a tight posi-

tion. What are we going to eat? Is the light not going to work? Are we going to 

live on the street? These are thoughts that run through every family member 

that has to deal with it. 



Hustle

	 With all the struggles that people of low-income communities go 

through, one should understand why low-income individuals what they have to 

do. Upper class individuals crave it like addicts looking for their next high. Low 

income individuals need it like asthmatics looking for their inhaler. It’s a matter 

of life and death in their case and have to do what they can by any means nec-

essary. Because minimum wage is not always a good or possible option many 

have chosen self-employment to make that money the need. 



Overworking

	 Because minimum wage income is not always sufficient, many workers 

increase the number of hours that they work. They do this by covering shifts, 

and even taking on a second job. The famous quote in the tv show. “I don’t need 

this; my man has two jobs!” – Rochelle from TV show “Everybody hates Chris”. 

A very satirical way of putting it but it does depict what it is like to over work. 

These are the people that take on a day job and go on to an overnight job later 

on. These people are most likely not to be around their friends and family often. 

If they are not at work, they are at home sleeping because they are just that tired. 

Looking at it, its very humanely deteriorating just for a green piece of paper 

that determines one’s worth in this world. But it’s necessary for survival, which 

makes a sad but necessary case. We have to sacrifice ourselves as happy human 

beings to aid for our survival. It’s basically choosing existance over living. 

The Fast Life

	 There are many of those who choose not to just exist, but rather live life 

to its fullest. Some of these people are not given the opportunities that other 

low-income residents have such as college. These people were born in different 

conditions. For example, they could have parent(s) that don’t provide for them. 

One cannot attend college if they can’t fund it. These people have to do what 

they know to survive. 

	 Drug dealing falls in to this category. This is an activity that can be very 

risky. A dealer can get arrested or at least get their supplies confiscated. A dealer 



can also get robbed of their supply and or funds. Drug dealing can also generate 

conflict. There are many cases where two people involved in the same business 

can turn on each other. Conflict between people and groups also emerge from 

this. Drug dealers also have to live with the consequence of supplying crack-

heads and other addicts. Despite all these risks, people drug deal for similar 

reasons why upper-class people screw people over. It is for the money that they 

can generate. This money can be used to feed the families they are working for. 

“It’s hard to maintain integrity in the face of adversity”- Dragon ball GT Imecka 

episode. A fictional show but this quote is very much real. In tough situation, 

people have to do what they must. It is a forced situation where everyone is for 

their selves. 

Unreported Employment

	 The system will aid some people so much.  There are those who sell 

their own goods and services to combat the conditions they have to face. A 

study shows that the interest in self-employment has been increasing. An article 

states that the underground economy is estimated to almost $2 trillion a year. 

This shows how big this economy has become. People partake in these to fund 

themselves if they cannot get a job and avoid taxes. 

	 Some of these underground employment acts include selling goods and 

services literally underground. In New York city especially, mass transit on the 

subway is a good place to get lot of customers to sell.  The people that do this 

that would go on the subway with boxes of snacks to sell to the commuters. 

Ladies also would sell churros on the platform of subway stations. There are 



even the people who sell “bootleg” movies. Rather than receive a paycheck with 

deducted taxes, these people receive cash for their goods to avoid that. 

	 Underground employment can generate many problems. People who do 

it will not qualify for social security because of unpaid taxes. This act of under-

ground employment also raises taxes of those who do pay them. Despite these 

risks people do it because their options are limited. Again, not everyone can 

get a job, but still need money to survive. Even those who do will not get paid 

enough to cover their necessities to get by and have money for themselves. 

Art

	 Amongst the low-income communities there are those with extraordi-

nary talents who will use them to generate income. These artists range from 

dancers, musicians and even visual artists. Art has always been a way to express 

one self, but when money becomes involved, the true meaning of art can be-

come degraded. In today’s world where money is essential for existence, art has 

become degraded. True success as an artist is not measured on how good ones 

work is but how many ales they made because of it. 

	 Speaking from personal experience, many artists have a lot of great ideas 

they want to put out. The issue is that visual art itself is very expensive. College 

art students spend between $70 and $200 on art supplies each semester. This 

creates discouragement but also a rearrangement of priorities especially those 

of low-income communities. Many families do not want their kids to become 

an artist for that reason. To the it seems that they will be spending more money 



than making it.  To generate income an artist, especially a graphic artist would 

take on other people’s project to generate income. Although he/she is making 

money, the artist ends ups spending more time on other people’s work instead 

of their own. 

	 Performers do not have it well either. They may love what they do, but 

to generate income, they must show off their talent to others willing to pay and 

watch them show off their talent. On a perspective this makes these performers 

almost seek approval from their audience. Bad reviews can have an effect on a 

performer’s mental health, all to earn that income. 

	 Successful starts including rappers and singers can make enough mon-

ey to overcome the struggle that they may face as a low-income individual. 

Some of the most successful rappers are worth from $260 million to $580 mil-

lion. Many see these numbers and generally how successful one can become by 

pursuing music. This can pose an issue amongst new age rap. After listening to 

interviews from rappers like Blueface and Cardi B, these artists and many more 

agree on the fact that they don’t like music like that. Many of them do it solely 

for the purpose of making money. This puts a degradation on the artform itself 

making it not as genuine as it has been in the past. These people however come 

from struggles, so they must do what they have to, even sacrifice genuine art to 

generate the best wealth they can. 



	 For my project, I decided to use my illustrative skills to show the strug-

gles that we as low-income individuals face. I also wanted to show what people 

do to get by because of these struggles. They say pictures speak 1000 words. My 

project became an animated piece showing all the struggles and acts people do 

for money and thus survival.

	 I began by creating hand drawings of characters that relate to the low 

income struggle. Some of these characters were made off of real life volunteers 

while others were made up. Once they were hand drawn, I moved the images to 

Adobe Illustrator where they can be digitlized. For my illustrative style, I use vi-

brant colors with mid weight strokes, shadows and highlights to compete these 

images. 

	 Once these images were complete I created backgrounds that best fit 

their character. Some of the images I generated were a pregnant woman, drug 

dealer, minimum wage worker, struggling college students, a candy sellers and 

even politicians. I organized each set of images between the two categories of 

hustle and struggle. These scenes would then be organized in a transitional 

order. The final piece was created using After Effects. I was inspired my animat-

ed music videos including Childish Gambinos It feels Like Summer and A$AP 

Rocky’s Kids Turned Out Fine. I wanted to create a video that pans into scenes 

like these videos do. I created a graphic dollar sign effect that would be used 

throughout the video to represent hustle, and words that represent aspect of 

strggle.

The Project



Conclusion

	 With all the struggle people face in low income communities, it should 

be understandable why they do what they must to survive. The system has 

placed a value on people based on the amount of money they have.  It harms 

those without money and creates greed within people with it. People will do 

whatever they need to to gain money in these conditions. As residents of low-in-

come communities, we have to learn to look to each other. This means creating 

our own businesses and generating our own system of wealth and prosperity. 

Those in upperclasses want to keep poor people poor. In order to combat that, 

we must generate our own income and use it to support each other. Money rules 

this world, but if we want to fight it, we have to learn the system, before we can 

change it. 
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