Social Media Astrology as Millennial Self-Help

With the emergence of the current turbulent political climate, many millennials are
turning to astrology to find stable ground within themselves through learning about their
placements and how to better their lives. Astrology is not an excuse to remain the same, but a
push to act on areas where you need help. Contrary to the popular belief that astrology is used to
brush away your shortcomings as unchangeable because of “the planets,” astrologers believe it is
changeable because it allows you to see you faults and offers insight into how to help yourself.
With the accounts themselves I observe how they present their account, whether it is through
design (emojis, color scheme, etc.) or the content itself, and how they are able to build a kind of
trust with their followers (a sentiment echoed by Astrobebs) to then be able to provide a service
for money. Natal chart readings are regularly offered and recently there has been a surge of
callout posts for scammers within the astrology community on Twitter by users trying to take

advantage of their following and that trust they have seemingly earned.

As my field site is an online community, my commute has been short, to say the least. |
can enter and exit whenever I like without worrying about money, which is a plus. However, this
has presented its own unique challenges. In-person interviews are almost impossible as astro
Twitter 1s very much global and the time differences in many places has made Skype interviews
few and far between. With the majority of interviews being bust, I have been writing profile
analyses on a few well-known Twitter astrologers, like Milkstrology, Jakesastrology, and

Astrogrlz.



Before I jump in, I think it is needed to explain a little bit more about western astrology
as a whole first. Western astrology is based on Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, or “four books,” written in
the 2nd century AD. Ptolemy’s take on astrology was based on that of the polytheistic and
animistic regions of Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt, and Hellenistic times. The character in
Sumerian cuneiform writing for the words “planet” and “god” are actually the same (Campion
and Gieseler Greenbaum 2015: 181). So, in the early stages of systematic observation of the
skies, there was no difference between star and god. Western astrology, especially today, is
highly centered around horoscopes and usually reduced to just sun signs (zodiac sign determined
by the day you were born). Inaccurately named “horoscopes” that you can find in magazines are
only based on sun-sign astrology (or star sign astrology). This horoscopic idea, though, considers
the position of the planets at the exact moment and place a person was born. There are twelve
constellations that the sun passes through every year which the twelve signs of the zodiac are
based on. These signs are then divided into the four elements- fire, earth, air, and water, and

three qualities- cardinal, fixed, and mutable.

After being integrated in this community for quite some time now I have begun to put
together my sources with my findings. The astro community on Twitter includes all of Pierre
Bourdieu’s Forms of Capital to some degree. Social capital, which involves gaining resources
from a person’s social relationships and groups, is one of the biggest and most obvious forms
seen in the community. From what I have seen within astro social circles, friends tend to share
their knowledge with each other and help one another grow and learn. If one account is asked
about a specific astrological bit of information that they might not know too much about, they
tend to refer that person to an account they know has that knowledge (Ethstrology references this

in his callout post for Milk). The use of the internet as a medium can also instantly connect



people with others that have similar interests, like astro Twitter, thus creating a bridge for social
capital. This sharing of information then permeates the community and in that way, they are rich

not with money, but with knowledge.

Similarly, cultural capital includes education, knowledge, and skills that can enable social

mobility. Bourdieu lists the three forms of cultural capital as follows:

“...in the embodied state, i.e., in the form of long-lasting dispositions of the mind and
body; in the objectified state, in the form of cultural goods (pictures, books, dictionaries,
instruments, machines, etc.), which are the trace or realization of theories or critiques of
these theories, problematics, etc.; and in the institutionalized state, a form of
objectification which must be set apart because, as will be seen in the case of educational
qualifications, it confers entirely original properties on the cultural capital which it is
presumed to guarantee” (1986: 47).

Based on these definitions, embodied cultural capital can be seen within astro Twitter in the way
that many astrologers have been using Twitter and have been included in these communities for
years, over time learning the discourse surrounding astrology as it pertains to their groups and
teaching themselves. Objectified cultural capital comes between content producer and consumer
in regard to the content they produce (natal charts, merch, etc.). For institutionalized cultural
capital, a significant follower count can act in place of academic credentials in social media (I

will explain this in greater depth later in Milk’s chapter).

There is one theory that I wish to argue against. In Lisa Aldred’s Money is Just Spiritual
Energy, there is this idea that New Age spirituality introduced in the 1980’s is inherently overly
capitalistic, with diviners trying to squeeze every last penny out of the consumer because “after
all, you can always visualize or conjure up more” (2002: 68). This sentiment might have been
true in the 80’s and 90’s for baby boomers, but on social media run by millennials and gen z’ers,
astrologer Annabel Gat sums it up perfectly; “Astrology isn’t something to believe in. It’s

something to enjoy.” This thought is echoed throughout astro Twitter with accounts posting a



majority of free information and content. The internet itself contains all the information you
could ever want for free. There are a great number of accounts who provide affordable

information for those who want it, but always provide free content to those who cannot.

The astrologers I have kept an eye on have all expressed that astrology should not be used
to blame any shortcomings you may have on your placements and do nothing to better yourself.
Instead, astro users urge you to learn and grow from your own understanding. An astrologer by
the name of Jessica Lanyadoo had this to say- “I’m earnestly glad that woo spirituality is in trend
(obvi) but crystals and astrology and sage alone won’t save you. You save you. Use whatever

tools you resonate with & do the damn work.”

Another user, Whitelightcam, said, “astrology is really cool but I’d like to encourage y’all
to use it to better your life and not use it as justification that your life sucks. you all are better
than that and capable of so much more for yourselfs [sic]. astrology really can show you what
you’re capable of.” Nunet C. also tweeted, “not all retrogrades are trash if you know how to deal
with your feelings constructively.” To which Astrogrlz quote retweeted it and added, “! And u
can’t use it as an excuse to run away from situations that need to be resolved.” This sentiment is
constantly echoed in the community and can be seen in McGee’s Self-Help Inc. as, ““...Ralph
Waldo Trine, wrote a turn-of-the-century bestseller, /n Tune with the Infinite, that put forward
the central tenets of the movement. The book drew on the transcendental optimism of...Ralph
Waldo, and recapitulated Emerson’s universe, governed by the Over-Soul and epitomized by
individual self-discovery, self-reliance, and self-fulfillment. Success and wealth were signs of
alignment with the infinite divinity of the Over-Soul” (2007: 35). McGee’s take is one of
individual improvement and through work on oneself, one could be united with the infinite. This

could bring achievement in all forms. McGee constantly highlights the self and the idea that you



are the one that has to be in charge of your own life. This idea is felt in almost every astrology
account and I will be looking specifically into Milkstrology, Jakesastrology, and Astrogrlz’s

social media with this in mind.



Milkstrology

Milkstrology’s devotion to style and beauty in all forms of her social media help to shape
her brand and connect with an audience that resonates with that. Her tweets regarding astrology
are more upper-level in terms of understanding, so seasoned astrologers are more likely to be
within those following her. Milk does word her tweets in ways that are accessible to those less

versed in astrology, so the rest of her followers simply enjoy pretty threads on their signs.

Milk is a white-passing person of color in the zodiac community. Once you click on
Milk’s Twitter icon, a pastel Sailor Moon (popular anime in the 90’s) holding her black cat Luna,
you are greeted by a soft brown banner. The earth tone of the banner is integrated within some of
the text on her web Twitter. Mobile Twitter is filled instead with its classic baby blue. The two
operate in a way that reminds one of earth and water signs; fitting for an astrologer. A detail
Milk, no doubt, considered as she takes care with aesthetics. Star, moon, and other “cute” emojis
litter her posts and about section. Her screenname is Milk, tags her location as the “milky way”
(lower-case intentional), and lists her business email as “mermaidemoji” The first tweet you see
begins with a gif (file of an animated image) of Sailor Moon. The tweet is “pinned,” implying
that the account chose that post to show at the top of their page. The post in question is a
compilation of threads that she has made including sign appreciation and “drags,” information on
her as an astrologer, and info on her paid readings. Milk has other social media as well, like

Instagram and YouTube, that she similarly themes.
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[left] Milkstrology’s Twitter account
[middle] Info on Milk’s readings
[right] Milk’s testimonials (when still visible)

Milk’s Instagram icon is one of herself and her boyfriend and her account is also filled
with “cute” emojis; mostly pastel. It is here that she lists herself as a “Video Creator” and links
her latest YouTube video in her description. She has four highlight reels of Insta stories
described as 10k, 100k, youtube, and twitter respectively and each containing only one picture.
The 10k and 100k mark her growth of subscribers on YouTube and Twitter where the other
highlights show them. Her posts on Instagram are more personal and she documents her life.
Here, we see her pets, boyfriend, and parts of her daily life that she chooses to share with her
followers like making cupcakes with her five-year-old brother or avocado toast and, you guessed
it, an emoji. Her posts seem to all have a similar filter on them, providing a sense of cohesion

between pictures.
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[left] Milkstrology’s Instagram
[middle] cohesion of Milk’s pictures
[right] Insta Story Highlight on Milk’s Instagram about her YouTube

When you click on Milk’s YouTube, her banner spans across your screen, proudly
presenting “Milkstrology” in a cursive, light pink font with “astrology & beauty” below. The
“M” just graces over a crescent moon image in a way that ties in the ever-occurring Sailor Moon
theme (once again her YouTube icon) with her astrology content. Milk’s most recent video titled,
“Venus Signs as LOVERS You Will Have” features a heavy sprinkling of sparkles, as well as a
powder pink frame around the thumbnail. Typical of Milk’s style, every video title is flanked on
either side by matching emojis related to the topic at hand. For example, her “ALL ABOUT
LIBRA” video features the scales, the symbol that represents Libras, and her “WOULD YOUR

ZODIAC SIGN LIVE OR DIE IN A HORROR FILM” video is seen with pumpkins.



In case you were living under a rock in the 1990’s or simply did not have access to
television, you might have missed the phenomenon that is Sailor Moon, a.k.a.- the most popular
manga series of all time. Sailor Moon is a Japanese manga series about a middle school girl,
Usagi, who can transform into the crime-fighting superhero, Sailor Moon. She is helped by her
friends (named after the planets in our solar system) and most notably by Sailor Mercury and
Mars. Usagi is stubborn, loves to eat, and falls in love easily; traits that no doubt resonate with
many young adults of today. Sailor Moon has its fair share of memes, but the most popular ones
are of Usagi. It has such a cult following that it’s not surprising to see someone base their style
on it; it’s widely popular and instantly recognizable- a smart marketing move for Milk. In fact,
the only place where Sailor Moon theming is not seen is on her Instagram; where any mention of

her services is gone.

With all of these platforms it is surprising that the only place where her natal chart
reading information has come up is on her Twitter account. It was easily found under her first
post of threads, until the scandal and she deleted all mention of her services. It is less surprising
when it is understood that Twitter is her most popular platform with over a hundred thousand
followers, whereas her YouTube and Instagram accounts float around ten thousand. Her typical
packages included a basics natal PDF template for $48, compatibility readings for $55, and a
VIP/deluxe natal reading package for $65. To purchase a package, you had to first fill out a
Google Docs form for Milk which she would look over and then contact the patron a week or
two after sending the form (it was stated that the wait was typically less than). She wrote that if
you did not receive your reading within 14-20 business days, you would be fully reimbursed. Her
prices are not those that are usually within the price range of her target audience, but her

testimonials page claimed that it was all worth it. She had even done readings for YouTubers and
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famous singer, Kehlani. If you don’t know Kehlani, she is an R&B singer/songwriter whose
works have been nominated for a Grammy. She is popular among the millennial/gen z

generations as she’s worked with other popular artists like Demi Lovato, Halsey, and Cardi B.

As an astrologer with heavily sought-after work, she also has a Patreon (a site where you
subscribe to a person and receive different content for different price points. This is usually used
by people for extras and/or behind the scene happenings). Within Patreon you can pay to be
either one of two tiers- a Mermaid Milkshake for $3 per month or a Sailor Scout Milkshake for
$10 per month. Mermaid Milkshake gives you access to Milk’s YouTube videos two days before
they are uploaded on her channel, beginner astrology information, and more. Sailor Scout
Milkshake status gives you access to her YouTube videos about a week before they are uploaded

as well as in-depth astrology information and more.

The way astro Twitter rationalizes buying from/trusting an astrologer can be seen in
terms of institutionalized cultural capital. Traditionally, institutionalized cultural capital is
recognition in the form of certifications or degrees received from an institution (Bourdieu 1986:
47). To understand this in terms of social media, I offer that the “institution” is social media on
the whole, and the recognition you receive from it is shown in the form of followers. A
significant follower count can act in place of a certification in social media. A tweet by

Astrobebs on the Astrodreamergir scam situation helped me realize this-

“Following her funnels this semblance of credibility that she has a high following count ergo you

can trust her.”

Astrobebs equates a high following to a more trustworthy account, or the facade of one. People

do not want to believe that well-liked people (popular accounts) can do harm. You are more
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likely to trust a stranger with 10,000 followers with your money rather than one with 10 because

the account with little followers has nothing to lose.

Much like Usagi’s penchant for being terrible at video games, it was only a matter of
time until Milk’s game blew up in her face. Recently, there has been an upsurge in callout posts
on Twitter for scamming within the community. Milkstrology, the powerhouse that she is, has
been on the receiving end of multiple callout posts. She has been accused of charging people too
much for readings when she does not have all of the knowledge she is offering in her packages,
stealing other astrology accounts’ information, and bullying those who run in her circles.
Astrlgytea, Rude Astrology, and Ethstrology have each made threads “exposing” her, as well as

another Twitter account that has since been deleted.

Astrlgytea’s take on the situation was that Milk was in and created multiple group chats
for fellow astrologer friends on Twitter and through iMessage. They started the thread with the
sentiments that no one attack Milk for the callout and wanted to make sure that people know they
are not trying to get people to unfollow Milk. There was some drama involving Milk and another
member of the GC on Twitter, who Milk then blocked and Twitter’s algorithm consequently
kicked the user out of the chat. This did not sit right with many of the others in the GC, as Milk
did not even explain what the user had done wrong before blocking them, and Astrlgytea claims
that it was bullshit that Milk “didn’t know” blocking would kick them out. The issue with
iMessage is that you have to have an iPhone to be in an iMessage GC, and while creating the
iMessage chat, it effectively blocked one of their Android user friends from it. On both of these
occasions Milk apologized but seemingly did nothing to fix the situations, thus causing
Astrlgytea to reluctantly accept her apology and move on. Astrlgytea follows up that Milk would

only message them for advice on astrology posts and rarely for anything else.
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Rude Astrology’s thread on Milk dives into the drama with Milk asking them for help,
saying she would pay them, and then when they responded in the affirmative and named their
price, Milk blocked them. After confronting her on Facebook, Rude Astrology says she replied
that they were “demonizing her” and went on to send messages to another member of the
astrology community about Rude Astrology. The rest of the “receipts” are just of
Rude Astrology and Milk’s standoffish relationship which Rude Astrology is using to say Milk

1s fake.
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Milkstrology and Rude_Astrology’s Twitter exchange via DM

Ethstrology is the only other account (sans the deleted one) with a thread of Milk’s
readings and their problematic nature. Milk would constantly ask Ethstrology for help with yods
and yet talk about him behind his back. When confronted, she denied it and blocked him. After

some time, Milk unblocked Ethan and apologized. Ethan accepted but admitted that he still felt
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“shaky” about it. After this situation, Milk did a thread on Twitter about yods, which Ethan saw

and noticed some inaccuracies. He messaged her letting her know only to realize that she did not

actually have the correct knowledge on yods, which she was charging people for as part of their

natal chart packages. Ethan then linked some anonymous testimonials from Milk’s clients

describing their disappointment in the yod part of their readings, as well as the general laziness

they felt from her end.
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Receipts from anonymous unsatisfied customers of Milkstrology

Milk came out a couple days later with an apology and an explanation. In it, she said she

was “sorry to her clients who felt her readings were not up to par” and offered to give them more

info via a Skype call. She claimed the allegations about her content being stolen from friends

were false and all information that she gave was 100% her own. She ended by thanking those

who have believed in her. Recently, she has been re-tweeting her old posts and answering



Curiouscat questions. She also posted that she will be closing her readings for a while after

finishing the last ones that she has already taken on.
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Milkstrology’s apology post

Milk exhibits the defining qualities of a true leo; ambitious, spotlight-driven, and big-

headed. The lion in her might have let her success go to her head when overcharging for her

charts or when stealing others’ astro information, but her pride had her apologizing and

(seemingly) changing her ways. It is still worth mentioning that her following has barely been

affected, probably from her quick smoothing of the scandal. It takes someone with innate

14

knowledge of their audience to keep followers after a situation such as Milk’s. It seems fire signs

really are unaffected by fire.
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Jakesastrology

Jakesastrology’s use of memes to capture further audience’s attention gives him a very
“relatable” vibe that many Instagram users resonate with. The personal aspect of his Twitter
makes him approachable, yet he has no need for followers on that platform. Jakesastrology
works for Cosmopolitan magazine writing their “Sexoscopes,” so his Instagram can be seen as a
way to keep up his image. Perhaps his online presence is even mandated by his job; he posts
about his recent Cosmo works on Instagram to keep his followers up-to-date on content. Jake’s
use of social media can be seen as merely business for he has no real need to advertise content

for consumers, as he has a steady job within the astro sphere already.

On Twitter he has a small following compared to his Instagram presence. You know
exactly what kind of account you are dealing with when entering his Twitter profile, as his
header photo shows the signs labeled as characters from Parks and Recreation- a popular TV

show.

Parks and Rec is a sitcom filmed as a faux documentary following Leslie Knope, the
director of the Parks and Recreation Department, and her co-workers as they try to solve various
community problems. The draw to this show is not in the premise however, but the radically
different characters and their personalities. They get into all sorts of hijinks together but as it is a
mockumentary, they are usually common problems that anyone can relate to. This “relatable-
ness” keeps viewers interested and serves for a highly quotable show. “Treat yo’ self.” is a

phrase that is one of the more popular ones and pervades online.

His header makes me laugh upon seeing it, as my own zodiac sign is included, and I

scroll down to see more. Jake’s bio offers his sun, moon, and rising signs and a quote from a
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RuPaul’s Drag Race queen, Gia Gunn, “i don’t jump guns i am the boom boom gun *whip

crack*”

RuPaul’s Drag Race is a reality competition TV show in which the contestants are drag
queens (performance artists) competing for the title of America’s next drag superstar. Drag
queens are closely linked to gay men and culture but can be of any gender identity and sexuality.
The drag race queens are highly entertaining and quotable; something it seems Jake is interested
in.

He also links his Instagram, his more popular platform, and lists his location as Venus. In
direct contrast to Milk, his Twitter is the more personal one with less followers. Jake’s most
immediate tweets are mostly re-tweets of other accounts’ posts, and few of them include
astrology. His pinned tweet, however, is a thread of astrology bingo cards he’s made. These
cards use the regular bingo template and instead of numbers, stereotypes of the zodiac signs are

put inside. They are one of his most popular creations, as shown by the pinned tweet.
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[left] Jakesastrology Twitter account
[right] Example of the zodiac bingo cards

Jake’s use of memes or quotable, relatable TV shows as templates for his zodiac content
shows his drive to appeal to the largest audience possible. How could someone not look when
faced with their favorite TV show or a quote they have seen a million times? And as stated
before, clicking on to Jake’s profile will immediately give you that with his Parks and Rec
header photo and pinned tweet of astrology bingo cards. He knows what his audience wants and

knows how to expand it.

Jakesastrology’s Twitter account combines content that includes zodiac memes,

mainstream humor, and political posts. He also unashamedly puts his sexuality out onto his page
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and can be seen re-tweeting jokes about it. Jake’s audience seem to be people around his age
(20’s) and he mostly posts content that is easy for astrology beginners to understand. He
occasionally will post about retrogrades or transits, but again, it’s usually very easy to understand

for people who have not done the same amount of research as him: the masses.
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His views are left-leaning as he will re-tweet posts that demonize Trump supporters and
slam people like Tomi Lahren (a conservative political commentator). The community he
surrounds himself with on Twitter seem to share his values and they can be seen re-tweeting each
other’s posts on the subject. Re-tweeting is essential on Twitter because it can spread your posts

to others’ pages, thus growing your own page, so it is an important thought to note.
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Jake’s retweet condemning Tomi Lahren

Jake’s Instagram, with a whopping 158 thousand followers, is one of the big astro
accounts on that platform. Emojis are used but only in his bio, as his biggest theme is not
aesthetics- but memes. His description even reads, “memes and astrology r my biggest passion”
along with, “chart readings currently closed” His business email is professional, and he links his
latest post on cosmopolitan.com for his series dubbed, “sexology.” His only two highlighted
Insta Stories entail details on how to read your own chart and another post about his Zodiac
bingo cards. Just one look at his posts shows an account smothered with astrology memes. There
is not a lot of mention about his chart readings, almost none in fact, as he makes money writing
astrology posts for Cosmo. He does not seem to be in need of side jobs and has no PayPal or

Venmo linked for people to donate money.
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Jakesastrology’s Instagram account content

The only chart reading information I have seen has been during the midterm elections.

One post, showing nothing but a black background and white font highlighted in red read,

“VOTE TODAY

U FOOLS"

Underneath-

“FREE CHART #GIVEAWAY GO AND VOTE. DM ME A LIVE PIC OF YOU WITH
YOUR ‘I VOTED’ STICKER, TAG A FRIEND ON THIS POST, AND ONE

RANDOM FOLLOWER OF MINE WILL GET A FREE CHART READING.
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ITS SO IMPORTANT THAT YOU VOTE THE WORLD IS FUCKED UP RN AND
ITS UP TO YOU TO FIX IT----MAKE UR VOICE HEARD AND CAST UR BALLOT
TODAY. ITS IMPERATIVE THAT U VOTE--THERES A HUGE SHIFT IN ENERGY
HAPPENING LETS ALL MAKE SURE THAT WE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS
MOMENT AND MAKE SURE THERES A BRIGHT FUTURE AHEAD OF US -----
2018 FCKIN SUCKED LETS VOTE OUT ALL OF THE REPUBLICAN FUCKERS
THAT R CONTRIBUTING TO THE SHITTY STATE OF THE WORLD AND MAKE

2019 A GOOD ASS YEAR. VOTE GODDAMN”

As you can see, Jake offered a free chart reading with proof of voting. He obviously cares
very much for the state of the nation and possibly could have impacted people to go out and vote
with the chance of getting a reading for free. This is also a hot commodity as he is currently not

taking any chart readings and has no update as to when he will open them again.

Jake’s Instagram has far more followers than his Twitter, yet he is more active on the
latter. His Instagram posts can be a bit sporadic, yet garner likes in the tens of thousands. His
Twitter has less original content and his actual tweets can struggle to get re-tweets in the tens. I
offer that the use of his Twitter account is for his own entertainment whilst his Instagram is

where he posts for his followers, and therefore, business.

If Milkstrology is the quirky, problematic older sister, then Jakesastrology is the cool
cousin you see at family gatherings and send each other memes about racist Aunt Karen. Rather
than the sort of untouchable aesthetic of Milk, Jake is highly relatable (as most successful meme
pages are). Not only in terms of memes, but political views. In a time where tensions run high,
cancel culture online and especially on Twitter is huge. It is in Jake’s best interests then to be

completely and unequivocally vocal about his liberal views, as millennials and gen z’ers



essentially run the online world, and they are largely Democratic. Luckily, he is a virgo rising

and will let someone know when he thinks they are wrong.
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Astrogrlz

Astrogrlz knows how create a friendly and inclusive space for all with the kinds of
content they put out for their audience. They offer so many different ways to consume their
content, and much of it is highly affordable; They have an astro podcast they do with their
friends (free), they often go live on Twitter to answer any astro questions from their followers
(free), they offer in depth astro questions ($10-$15 dollars), they have merch, and have a Patreon
account ($2; $5; $10; $20 dollars per month). When they sporadically offer their natal chart
readings, Astrogrlz has an option to have your chart read from a queer/trans point of view. Their
social media is constantly striving to be inclusive of everyone, from sexuality to gender to even
income class. This acute awareness of their followers’ needs makes their services extremely

accessible.

When you enter Astrogrlz’s Twitter you are bombarded with an explosion of bubblegum
pink. Their header reads “ASTROGRLZ” with the “0” stylized as a crescent moon and star. That
same “0” is used as their profile picture- matching completely with the header. Their name is a
simple swirly star emoji, although their actual name is Tess. They describe themselves in their
bio as a “queer astrologer,” add their business email, and link accounts they have featured in
(Bravo TV, Cosmopolitan, and Yahoo). Their location is listed as, “pls dont dm me ur charts
without my consent” with another link below to their Patreon (at one time it linked to their
merch). Tess has a pinned tweet in a style different than ones I have seen before. Listed as “my
threads + work” with a lightning bolt emoji, tapping onto the image of twin girls (most definitely

a reference to gemini) will fill your screen on the mobile version and allow you to swipe through

to access each thread; the web version allows you to simply scroll down.



24

wil T-Mobile = 9:09 PM @ 59% = |

LT

oASTRC)GRLZe
'9:% Followed by Milk \J , virgo, and axer
¥ Pinned Tweet
@astrogrlz - 12/10/18

Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Likes
@astrogriz 0 shes finally here <~ “my threads + work”
queer astrologer + writer offering help and
service one step at a time. business inquires:

tesslee0213@gmail.com. Featured in @bravotv
@Cosmopolitan @yahoo

@ pls dont dm me ur charts without my consent
& astrogriz.com/merch [ Joined June 2013

294 Following 54.4K Followers

f}%g:% Followed by Milk [§ , virgo, and axer

Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Likes

(RN
my threads + work

% Pinned Tweet
@astrogriz - 12/10/18

4 5 57 1
0 shes finally here <=~ "“my threads + o 152 Cisr =
je) Retweeted

. fmkiva PV HOPRP O I PR . 1

@ Q Q & © Q Q

Astrogrlz’s Twitter and pinned tweet section

In terms of content, Tess posts almost solely about astrology and recently has been doing
many drag threads; popular lately is their drag of men of the zodiac because, “men pissed me off
last week.” They have over 56,000 followers on Twitter and had tons of responses to that post-
laughing and agreeing with Astrogrlz’s sentiments (at least the responses they retweeted). Tess
also makes use of a feature I have not seen utilized by astrologers before: Twitter live. They use
it for Q&A’s somewhat sporadically but have a high volume of watchers (in the 2,000’s).
Accounts watching simply have to comment for Tess to see them and answer their questions or
concerns. I am not sure if this is new on Twitter or if the community I am in just does not use it
as often, but it seems to help Tess connect with their audience and build a sort of friendly

relationship. This also gives their followers who are not able to buy in-depth questions, merch, or
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subscribe to their Patreon, time to gain some more knowledge of their placements quickly and

efficiently.
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Examples of Astrogrlz’s Twitter content

Tess’s Instagram, Astrogriz (yes, that is spelled correctly), sports the same classic “0” as
their profile picture and goes by the name of “Queer Astrologer,” followed by another swirly star
emoji. They also give notice of their podcast that they are a part of (for the first time!) in their
bio and tag it as “#Astrohotline.” Their Patreon is also linked. Compared to their Twitter
presence, their Instagram is one waiting for growth. Astrogriz only has around 600 followers and
little interaction on their posts. I can only assume it is continuously growing as it is a newer
account, only four months old. They mostly post the same content as their Twitter account and

do not seem to be on Instagram as often.
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Following what we have seen before with Milk, Astrogrlz has a Patreon account for those
who wish to increase their knowledge of astrology. Tess’s Patreon header and profile picture
match the ones they use on all of their branding; bubblegum pink with the Astrogrlz logo. In
their overview they describe their four-year experience with astrology and explaining their need
for the Patreon itself- precariously living as a college student working toward their Bachelor’s in
Women Studies and Political Science. They highlight that what they offer includes “exclusive
insights on which self-care methods + tips are right for you.” The tiers are listed as: “im broke
(but I love u)” at $2 dollars per month which gives a supporter access to “F*CK THE
UNIVERSE” forecast updates and tips; “astrogrl” ($5) gives you access to forecast updates, tips,

and audio clips; “student” ($10) gives all the features of “astrogrl” plus PowerPoints, video
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tutorials, and two questions per month; and “here’s my wallet, queen” ($20) giving you access to

all content, 3 questions per month, and a free solar return reading on your birthday.
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Looking for a different way to support your fave astro account? Look no further than
Astrogrlz’s merch website! There is no longer any mention of it on their accounts, but the page is
still up and running. It is connected to Astrogrlz’s website itself where they also post horoscopes
and boast a new daily newsletter subscription. The merchandise launch is titled, “Be an Astro
Grl” and is described as being for all sizes, genders, and lovers of astrology. They sell hoodies, t-
shirts, stickers, and more all with the Astrogrlz logo attached. The prices are pretty on par with
normal merch you would see advertised for (shirts are $26, hoodies are $45, etc.) and the sizes
really are inclusive (going up to 5XL). Their friends also model their merch and are featured on

the site, so there is this sense of friendship that we keep coming back to.
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Astrogrlz’s merch

Currently, Astrogrlz is not taking any natal chart reading requests, but recently opened up
three spots for readings at a discounted price. Those spots quickly filled up before they even got
10 likes on the post. Their once $50 dollar price was brought down to $30 dollars and includes a
90 minute session over whatever medium is most comfortable for the customer (FaceTime audio
call, Twitter DMs, etc.). Astrogrlz offers helpful astrological advice with some issues such as
self-esteem, friends and family, career, interpersonal dilemmas, and more. The most unique
offer, however, is Tess’s specific readings for queer and trans people that can engage your chart

from a “queer lens.”
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I personally was not able to get a reading from Tess, but I was able to purchase an in-
depth question ($10). I began by sending them a direct message on Twitter asking about the
service and they responded fairly quickly. They were even able to help me understand what an
in-depth question would even entail- “...it could be about a placement or something ur going
thru rn that needs some form of guidance.” After figuring out how everything would work, I
emailed them a screenshot of my natal chart and my question. My answer came within a few
hours, which is impressive considering they were able to understand the mess I typed out. It was
a little bit more intellectual than what I can comprehend of astrology, but they made sure to

explain their takeaways in layman’s terms, so after a few look-throughs I began to understand. It
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really seemed as if they had just unscrewed my brain and had a look-see to uncover issues I did
not even know existed until then. Our messages back and forth were very casual, and I was
surprised at how laid back they were for someone I was buying a service from- but that was very

welcome and made me feel as if we were close friends.

Tess’s awareness of inclusivity and knowledge of intimacy in an online space has not
gone unnoticed or unappreciated by their fans. The constant interaction with their audience
creates a feeling of closeness; as if you were talking to just an online friend. They also try very
hard to make their content available to anyone who wants or needs it. They make sure that their
merchandise can be utilized by people of all sizes and gender without breaking their banks. Their
astrology content is a safe space for all, and Tess’s own queerness comes with special knowledge
that can help other LGBTQ people who might not feel comfortable going to a straight/cis

astrologer.
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Conclusion

A click under my finger, a quick swipe, and two taps have the familiar blue fill my vision
and a bird in all white rushes to greet me. The mindless scrolling numbs my brain and I give in to
its power, occasionally chuckling at the likes of Veggietales Facts, Milk Ape, or peepee the cat
when a particular post caught my eye. My thumb twitches as I wonder whether or not I should
even bother looking further- my research is pretty much over with, and to scroll back up would

mean booting up my brain again (a job that lazy me sincerely does not want to be tasked with).

My eyes shift as well as my body while I heave myself into a sitting position on my bed.
The comfort of my pillow gone- replaced by the cold wall. Sighing, I prepare myself for the task
ahead and with a flick of my finger I am at the post I anticipated. Seeing the amount of

interactions it has, I am subconsciously clenching my teeth (a bad habit I picked up).

“people use astrology to make themselves feel superior when one of the major points of it
is to realize we’re all fuckin equal Imao” Adrian’s words ring harsh but true to my observations
in the astro community. Bracing myself for an influx of hate, I click through to the comments

section and quickly let out the breath I had been holding.

KT leaves a reply stating, “Or they use Astrology to understand themselves and others around
them better and for self-growth, while still understanding we’re all equal” Their use of a heart at
the end provided a feeling of gentle disagreement rather than one of aggression as could be

interpreted without the emoji.

Still feeling nervous, I come across someone asking for clarification on the statement of

equality, to which Adrian opens it into a teaching moment. They firmly shared their reasoning
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that there are no “good” or “bad” signs; that signs are not inherently bad and people are not

either.

Seeing this interaction makes me smile as I realize I worried for no reason. My research
has helped show me time and time again that the astrology community on social media (for the
most part) seeks to help others help themselves. I have seen many posts helping the reader figure
out their chart placements and provide the information needed to work out their problems. I have
seen astrologers pump out free content in order to keep their information accessible to all and |
have seen some create content just for laughs. At the end of this research I have realized that
astrology can be utilized in whatever ways you see fit. If it helps you or not that is your choice to
make. Keep in mind however that I am a libra who values balance above all; so maybe coming to

an unwavering conclusion is not in the stars.
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