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Introduction  
 From a very young age, my mother always pushed me to be in the entertainment industry. 

By first grade, I was juggling tap dancing, ballet, and acting all once. Eventually I transitioned 

into doing gymnastics while being in my school choir, performing at every event I could by the 

third grade. In middle school, I would regularly hear my mom say “You gotta get on YouTube. 

That’s how they discovered Justin Bieber.” I always believed I was capable of being successful 

on YouTube, but I felt like I was too young to be on the internet in that way, especially when it 

wasn’t my idea. Part of me did feel the guilt of wanting to please one’s parents so I began posting 

videos of me singing on YouTube, but immediately deleting them because it felt wrong to me. I 

was not doing it for me.  

 Once I stopped doing these extracurriculars in early high school, I found myself rushing 

home from school to watch YouTube videos and occasionally came across The ACE Family, a 

channel my friends at school were constantly talking about. I knew at first glance that I didn’t 

like their channel, but for some time, I was not sure why. It wasn’t until I realized that the videos 

being recommended to me all used unsettling thumbnails and titles that revolved around their at-

the-time infant daughter, Elle. 

    

https://www.youtube.com/@TheACEFamily/videos
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I discovered this kind of content is called “family vlogs.”  

 Anyone who regularly watched YouTube videos in the 2010s has probably heard of a 

family vlog. Ranging from pranking one’s own children to celebrating each of their milestones, 

family vlogging is a way that many parents around the world have chosen to be their main source 

of income. They do so by creating YouTube channels and posting videos of their everyday lives. 

Once they reach specific qualifications, their videos may become monetized.  

 These are the qualifications:  

• Have at least 1,000 subscribers 

• Have at least 4,000 hours of watch time within 12 months  

The amount of time it may take to reach these requirements ranges from a few months to a year,- 

depending on how often the channel is posting. YouTube pays content creators based on the 

number of views per video, earning less than a cent per view. This means channels need to gain 

at least 1,000 views before earning just $10. Many of these family vlogging channels have 

videos -- usually centering around children -- that reach over a million views, making them a 

minimum of $10,000 for a singular video.  

 On the surface, this sounds like a fun way for families to make money while being able to 

spend more time with one another. Many families end up making enough money from vlogging 

to afford to move into multimillion dollar homes and own a few Lamborghinis. The children get 

to have their lives documented to look back at as they grow older, similarly to our own parents 

taking videos and pictures of us as children to look back at years later, and they can make 

entertaining videos every single day. To many viewers, this sounds like a win-win situation for 

everyone involved,- including the viewers themselves who are able to watch these families grow 
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together (and sometimes apart) every single day and have unlimited access to every video ever 

posted by the parents.  

 In the video “Answering Your Questions We’ve Been Avoiding” uploaded under The 

LaBrant Fam YouTube channel, Cole LaBrant (father of five), shares with the channel’s 12.9 

million subscribers that he and his wife Savannah feel like they need to share content of their 

children. “Some influencers are great about it being all about them,” he shares. “And not to 

sound humble, but… I love my wife and my kids, and I love my family. That’s what I wanted 

people to see.” This is an explanation that many other parents running family vlog channels share 

as their reasoning for creating these videos, which may be true to a certain extent, but when does 

it become unhealthy for children to be the star of a show they may have never agreed to be on? Is 

it possible that children are being exploited on YouTube by their own parents? I will be diving 

deep into the YouTube family vlogging rabbit hole with the goal of exposing those parents who 

are taking advantage of underage children and addressing the changes that need to be made to 

YouTube’s Terms of Service regarding children on their platform.  

 

Current Policies/ Why It Matters  

 Before going into the specifics of what some of these YouTube channels are uploading, it 

is necessary to review YouTube’s current policies when it comes to minors participating in 

YouTube videos. In order to watch YouTube without a parent or guardian, according to 

YouTube’s Terms of Service, the user must be at least 13 years of age. If the user is 12 or under, 

they are directed to the platform YouTube Kids,- a branch of YouTube that only displays child-

friendly content. Since YouTube is aware of the family-style videos that are uploaded to their 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=066-yyYC6Pc&list=PLT9HZuPCv1cAqkaLGSBh_xdXk_IEK9qCk
https://www.youtube.com/static?template=terms
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platform, they instilled the  Child Safety Policy which can be found in the community 

guidelines.  

 When looking at the Child Safety Policy article, the first line states “content that 

endangers the emotional and physical wellbeing of minors is not allowed on YouTube.” This is 

important to note as the issue at hands shows that YouTube only believes this when they choose 

to. Above that statement is a video that summarizes what child safety means to YouTube and 

how to ensure that children are only shown in an appropriate manner on their platform. They 

compared a parent creating a video teaching a child how to ride a bike to minors setting off 

fireworks. The parent-monitored video would be the more appropriate video to upload onto 

YouTube. The video continues with “But what about pulling a prank on a kid, pretending that 

their family abandoned them?” Without giving an answer, they direct the viewers back to the 

original Child Safety Policy article to find out more, except there is no mention of the topic.  

 Anyone would assume that children who are posted on YouTube would fall under the 

YouTube Kids content branch, which is the case for some family vlog channels. I decided to visit 

the YouTube Kids site myself. On the home page, there were mostly cartoons like Cocomelon 

and Peppa Pig that were recommended to me, but when searching up “vlog” and “family vlog,” I 

discovered vlogs geared towards entertaining children that revolve around the life of a child 

instead of the entire family and are controlled by management companies that produce thousands 

of videos. An example of this is the YouTube Kids channel HiHo Kids, a channel that produces 

seemingly hundreds of videos of children making vlogs and doing food challenges. When 

looking through all the HiHo Kids social media pages, I discovered they are only a branch of 

videos that are released by the company Cut.com (Cut on YouTube). Staring as a segment where 

kids tried random foods on Cut, after receiving over 28 million views on several videos, they 

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2801999?hl=en&ref_topic=9282679
https://www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/community-guidelines/
https://www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/community-guidelines/
https://www.youtube.com/@hihokids/videos
https://www.cut.com/partnerships
https://www.youtube.com/@cut/videos
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would go on to create a channel dedicated to children’s content (LinkedIn). “With more than a 

billion views annually, Cut’s unique content blends authenticity, storytelling, and viral formats, 

creating deep emotional resonance with viewers… tapping into one of the internet’s most 

dynamic communities, reaching a demographic that values inclusivity and genuine human 

experiences,” as stated in the Cut website’s mission. Although appealing to all age demographics 

is a reasonable goal for a company to have, there are ways to not involve children with the actual 

content being created while still keeping children engaged.  

 

HiHo Kids YouTube Kids Channel    Cut YouTube Channel 

  

 I looked through the YouTube Kids Privacy Notice and similarly to YouTube’s Terms of 

Service, the only consent required for making content with minors comes from the parents. The 

restrictions/policies that YouTube has are helpful, but none of them require that you ask for the 

consent of the minor (as they are usually too young to consent to anything), which leads to an 

abuse from parents and, in some cases, a safety risk for children.  

Research 

https://kids.youtube.com/t/privacynotice
https://www.youtube.com/static?template=terms
https://www.youtube.com/static?template=terms
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The LaBrant Fam 

 As previously mentioned, The LaBrant Fam is a channel on YouTube (not YouTube Kids) 

that is run by parents Savannah and Cole LaBrant. When looking at the LaBrant Fam YouTube 

channel, at first glance, it seems like an innocently family-oriented channel. Most of their video 

thumbnails and titles involve their children and appear like the perfect family, but when clicking 

on their videos, usually the video has little to do with the title or thumbnail. The method of 

leading viewers to think a video will be about one thing but ends up being about a completely 

different topic is referred to as “clickbait.” The LaBrant Fam videos that have their children in 

the thumbnail tend to reach between 700k-1.5 million views, while videos without them reach up 

to 600k views.  

 While researching The LaBrant Fam channel, I came across a video titled “Our Boy Has 

His First Surgery,” which was posted on January 7th, 2023. The thumbnail shows their 3-year-

old son Zealand sitting in a hospital gown with a blank facial expression and Savannah looking 

off to the distance as if she is scared or unsure. 

 

 I watched the video, which started off with a family trip to an amusement park. I thought 

this was strange since that was not what I thought the video would be about. Around 5 minutes 

into the video, we cut away to the family sitting on the couch reacting to Savannah and Cole’s 

wedding video that was uploaded to their channel several years prior. Just when I began to feel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0eVW0cxgh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0eVW0cxgh4
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like there would be no mention of Zealand’s surgery, about 9 minutes into the 11-minute video, 

we finally see Zealand sitting upright on a hospital bed about to go to surgery. The video quickly 

cuts away to him and his mother eating donuts in her car on their way back home. Although it 

may be argued that the footage from the hospital should have been kept to a minimum, it feels 

misleading to the people watching and expecting to see one thing that actually receives the least 

amount of screentime out of everything else that goes on in the video.  

 This is not the only time we see clickbait on their channel. On May 25th, 2024, the video 

“Our First Week Home With The New Baby Didn’t Go As Expected” 

was uploaded to their channel with a thumbnail of the family hugging. 

 This video is 20 minutes long and only 3 minutes of it touch 

on the subject of the video. The first 7 minutes of this video are 

interviews with the three eldest children in the family Everleigh, Posie, and Zealand, conducted 

by their father Cole asking questions like “what makes you happy” and “what do you think about 

a lot?”  The following three minutes of the video are Savannah and Cole sharing that Zealand 

and Posie had fevers during their newborn baby Beckham Blue’s first week home from the 

hospital. The next ten minutes are the parents answering fans’ questions about having more 

children, where they share that Cole plans on having a vasectomy, but they are open to adopting 

more children. This is another example of The LaBrant Fam’s usage of clickbait. This is a 

common theme on this channel and can be seen in many of 600+ videos including “Our Kids 

Choose Our Next Baby’s Name,” “Savannah’s 30th Birthday Was Ruined,” and “Everleigh Gets 

Her Braces Off” where the first 13 minutes of the video are Savannah and Cole playing a game 

and the last four minutes of the video are about Everleigh’s dentist appointment.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbMh5yvviAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJvHxGznuV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJvHxGznuV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2CLmfdGDR4&t=375s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAiENgtpxrI&t=770s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAiENgtpxrI&t=770s
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 While it may be a good thing that Everleigh is not the main focus of this video, I can only 

think about how the video title could have revolved around the game that her parents were 

playing instead of making the thumbnail and title about her. This happens not only because the 

titles and thumbnails of these videos add an element of shock value, but also because they will 

get more views if their viewers do not think the video will be about the parents. Not only should 

we be looking at the parents for manipulating their own viewers, but we should also be 

addressing their almost 13 million subscribers who are clicking onto the videos that they believe 

will be about the children. The viewers who are only invested in the children on the channel are 

just as questionable as the parents who are aware and allow it to continue through their use of 

clickbait. Savannah and Cole Labrant are not the only parents guilty of using their children for 

their own benefit.  

 

Ryan’s World 

 The channel Ryan's World, formerly known as Ryan ToysReview, became popular in 

2014 and currently sits at 38.3 million followers. A toddler named Ryan would be filmed making 

vlogs and unboxing videos. These unboxing videos consist of Ryan receiving a new toy or 

“surprise egg” with a secret toy inside and simply unboxing it, playing with it, and reviewing it. 

After generating millions of views per video, his own mother LoAnn or “Princess T” would 

https://www.youtube.com/@RyansWorld
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decide to make occasional unboxing videos of her own on the channel but would receive 

nowhere near as many views as Ryan’s videos did. 

 

During the 2010s, unboxing videos were 

popular, but Ryan popularized it within the 

children’s content community. Before 

becoming Ryan’s World, Ryan ToysReview 

was not a family vlogging channel, but 

once he became too old to review toys, in 

2019, an 8-year-old Ryan would find himself, his siblings, and his mother creating family 

vlog/challenge style content. The hour long “Ryan's LAST DAY of School Challenge!” video 

uploaded on May 27th, 2024 was a little difficult for me to understand at first. It began with a 

scripted skit featuring Ryan and his parents. His mother playing a teacher had to decide whether 

or not to fail Ryan in the first grade and his father acting as another student. At the time this 

video was uploaded, Ryan would have been 12, but the video features a much younger Ryan, 

making the video possibly recycled or unused until then. After Ryan and his father complete 

challenges having to do with food, colors, and singing the alphabet, this segment ends with Ryan 

passing the first grade and his dad failing. This bit lasted 13 minutes. After that, the next 27 

minutes of the video are a compilation of vlogs involving the whole family, all from different 

years. I can tell because Ryan looks a completely different age in each clip. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPIUXpS2Pk0
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Mom and Ryan talking about his day at school.         Ryan’s 5th grade graduation celebration.  

41 minutes into the video, we are brought back to another segment of Ryan in school. His mother 

is still playing as the teacher, but this time he is in the class with his own sisters. The last 20 

minutes of the video take place in the “classroom” with Ryan and his family again learning 

colors and picking out which foods are healthier to eat.  

 This YouTube channel has made him into a child celebrity, landing Ryan his own four 

season Nickelodeon series “Ryan’s Mystery Playdate.” His earnings from YouTube are estimated 

to be $35 million according to Forbes at just 13 years old. This is another situation that may 

seem lighthearted on the surface, but using Ryan’s name and face for most of his life without his 

own consent and having videos be uploaded on the Ryan’s World channel close to everyday must 

be draining for a young child, especially having to participate in scripted videos directed by his 

own mother, LoAnn. It makes me question how Ryan feels about never having the chance to be a 

kid, but always a character to please his parents and fans. How much longer will he need to be 

Ryan’s World? Is this something he will want to continue once he is old enough to create his own 

content independently? Or will he disappear from the internet like other famous YouTube kids 

do?  

 

https://www.forbes.com/profile/ryan-kaji/
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DaddyOFive 

 If the previous channels weren’t enough to cause concern for the wellbeing of the 

children on these family vlog channels, allow me to bring your attention to one of the most 

infamous YouTube channels known as DaddyOFive. Parents Mike and Heather Martin ran the 

now-deleted channel, where they would upload daily vlogs with their five children Jake, Ryan, 

Emma, Cody, and Alex. Emma and Cody are the only biological children of Mike, and they are 

also the only children that Mike and Heather lost custody of due to the nature of their YouTube 

videos. In a video titled “Dad Blows Up On Cody,” the video begins with Mike talking about a 

microphone he bought to improve the quality of their videos. The camera pans to Cody who was 

around the age of ten at the time, being asked by his stepmother Heather to tear up pieces of 

cardboard and throw them away. Mike follows Cody into the kitchen with the camera as if he is 

looking for a reason to attack the boy. Cody begins looking for trash bags, but when he is not fast 

enough for Mike’s liking, he quickly finds himself being yelled at by his own father. “Go do 

what Mom said.” This may seem like a harmless statement coming from a parent, but throughout 

the video, Mike appears to be taunting Cody as he tries to help Heather and threatens to destroy 

his Lego sets and allows their other children to break into Cody’s room and trash it, all while 

Mike tells him “shut up,” “go away” and refers to the young boy as “a dweeb” for the entirety of 

the 26 minute video. (Daddyofive Reuploads)  

 In “Dad Punches Kid In The Face,” Mike takes one of their older sons, Ryan, and Cody 

to go shooting in their backyard. When Cody leaves to grab something from inside the house, 

both Mike and Ryan refer to Cody as “the stupid ginger” (Daddyofive Reuploads, 5:56-6:09), 

and when Cody asks if he can have a turn with the gun, Mike scoffs saying “You are not 

responsible enough. Hell no” (Daddyofive Reuploads 7:26-7:35) when he could have 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYR3WUN7m8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7jugGdQ3Ok
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respectfully explained that Cody may have been too young to participate instead of making him 

feel guilty.  

 The video that made other YouTubers begin criticizing the DaddyOFive channel was the 

“Lost Child Prank.” It was Cody’s sister Emma’s birthday, and the family took a trip to the mall. 

It starts off as an innocent video of them all making their way to Buffalo Wild Wings. Once 

seated, Mike begins filming the family eating and Emma opening her birthday card. Mike gives 

all of the children a chance to speak on camera, but any time Cody would begin to utter a word, 

it would be followed by his father saying things like “Jesus, you talk so much,” “You’re being a 

spaz,” “Can you shut up” and “Can you stop talking?” In response, Cody rolls his eyes at his 

father which ends up getting him grounded (Daddyofive Reuploads 11:11-13:42). When they 

leave the restaurant, they make their way to the Lego store where Cody is still the only child not 

given the chance to speak. The video cuts to Cody exiting the mall bathroom and the rest of the 

family hiding, pretending to abandon him. Cody begins to panic since he does not know what to 

do or where to go and strangers begin trying to help him. As Cody was on the verge of tears, his 

family comes out from hiding and tries to play it off as a lighthearted prank. Heather tells Cody 

to stop being “salty,” to which Cody responds with “I’m not salty. I’m mad at you all. I was 

about to run around the mall for you all.” Heather then laughs at him and brags about them 

hiding on purpose, which makes Cody even more upset. (Daddyofive Reuploads, 17:15-19:20). 

Remember the Child Safety Policy Video mentioning the abandoning child prank? This video is 

what YouTube was referring to. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3cSJeoGRwc
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The stressful environment that Cody was constantly put under for millions of YouTube 

views would eventually take a toll on his mental health. In “Cody Has A Terrible Day In School 

and Lies to Dad,” Cody comes home with a note from his teacher stating that he had been 

harming himself during class to the point where his arm started to bleed. His father’s immediate 

reaction was to yell “Why the fuck are you scraping your arm to make it bleed? What is wrong 

with your head?... You have lost your level” (DaddyoFive Uploads, 9:22-10:55). Cody losing his 

level meant that he would lose privileges -- the privileges this time being the TV in his room and 

any toys he had. Cody tries to defend himself by sharing that he keeps asking the teacher to 

switch his seat to help him focus since the other students are distracting him, but his father shuts 

Cody down by arguing that the world does not revolve around Cody and threatens not to take 

Cody on their upcoming family Disneyland trip. This goes on for 19 minutes. The next four 

minutes of the video, Mike spends trying to justify his harshness on Cody by telling a story about 

how he never got a dirt bike he wanted while growing up because he behaved poorly.  

          While Mike and Heather continued to profit off of Cody’s mental breakdowns on their 

channel, other large YouTube channels began to bring attention to the way Cody was being 

treated and reported the Martins to Child 

Protective Services and law enforcement 

officials. This case would begin to reach many 

news and media outlets. While CPS was 

investigating the parents, a woman in North 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQ2Y87VaKzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQ2Y87VaKzw
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Carolina named Rose Hall would identify herself as the biological mother of Cody and Emma 

and would win temporary emergency custody of the children according to an article published by 

The Washington Post in May 2017. Mike, Heather and Rose all had the opportunity to speak in 

an interview with ABC News, where the Martins argue that some of their videos are scripted and 

the children are just acting, but the children’s biological mother sees it otherwise. Mike says, “It 

was just about making a video and making the next video more crazier, then the next” (ABC 

News 1:39-1:47). Rose shares, “He’s abusing my kids, hurting my kids, making them feel bad 

about themselves” (ABC News, 5:11-5:18). I want them to be happy. I want them to feel safe.” 

(ABC News, 7:50-7:55) 

 Since then, Cody and Emma have not been seen anywhere on the internet and are 

presumably living safely with their biological mother. YouTube has removed the DaddyOFive 

channel from their platform, but that hasn’t stopped the rest of the Martins from making content. 

The Martin Family channel has vlogs and podcasts being uploaded by the eldest of the Martin 

sons Jake, Ryan and Alex even though all of their content revolves around Mike. 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2017/05/02/these-youtube-parents-pulled-disturbing-pranks-on-their-kids-now-theyve-lost-custody/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHwJHDQHbjA
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMartinFamilyYT/featured
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 Millions of people watching Cody being targeted by his own family has had an obvious 

impact on his mental health and being that so many instances of verbal and mental abuse 

occurred on camera, I wonder what was happening off camera. Was there ever anything that was 

too extreme to make it onto the channel? What were their plans with the channel had law 

enforcement not stepped in? Why did YouTube allow this to happen on their platform?  

 

8 Passengers 

 The last family I will be dissecting is 8 Passengers managed by mother Ruby Franke, the 

also now-deleted YouTube channel 8 Passengers documented the lives of Ruby, her husband 

Kevin and their six children. I’ve come across many commentary videos and compilations 

displaying the abuse the children endured from their parents. In a compilation posted by the 

channel b u b b l e s, we see Ruby and Kevin reading through their eldest son Chad’s text 

messages on his flip phone, which makes him visibly uncomfortable. They also film another one 

of their children throwing up outside their car and somehow this moment escalates to Ruby 

yelling at Chad about what he ate for breakfast, no longer worried about the child throwing up. 

In a video uploaded by the Law and Crime Trial Network, a clip is shown of Ruby and Chad 

explaining why he lost privileges to his own bed for 7 months and had to sleep in a bean bag as 

punishment for pranking his younger brother saying they were going to Disneyland. “Chad 

showed that he was not able to manage himself, sharing a room with Russel.” Ruby continues to 

boast that she hasn’t allowed him to have a phone in over a year and that she occasionally would 

take the other children’s phones away as well. There is also footage of Ruby being frustrated at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wPDqGae3kc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XZS5XuftWc
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her daughter who was in 2nd grade at the time for not packing lunch for school.  and hopes her 

daughter starves. “Hopefully nobody steps in and gives her food,” she stated.  

 These are extreme signs of abuse and neglect on film, but this makes viewers question 

what is going on when there is no camera in sight. Well, in 2023, Ruby Franke was arrested and 

charged with 6 counts of aggravated child abuse. In the same Law and Crime Trial Network 

video, it is uncovered that her 12-year-old son escaped their house after being duct taped around 

his wrists and ankles. He ran to a neighbor’s house begging for help and police discovered four 

more of their children were also duct taped inside the house and appeared malnourished. 

According to the BBC, the children were taken into foster care. Unlike most victims of abuse 

that has been broadcasted onto YouTube, Ruby’s oldest daughter Shari Franke has spoken out 

about her and her siblings’ experience whilst living under her parents’ roof. In a quote from 

Shari’s upcoming book “The House of My Mother- A Daughter’s Quest for Freedom,” she states, 

“We never chose to be internet celebrities. But that made no difference- soon, our lives now 

revolved around nonstop content creation whether we liked it or not” (@sharilfranke, Instagram).  

Shari also spoke to the Utah legislative committee in October of 2024 about the impacts 

of being a child influencer. “Many child influencers are paid for their work… This payment was 

usually a bribe,” she states. Shari continues by sharing that her and her siblings would be bribed 

with vacations or $100 if they filmed an embarrassing or exciting moment to upload onto the 8 

Passengers channel. There is no way to regulate the amount of money that a child should and 

will receive. All payments that children get are under the table. “How do we determine how 

much a child should make from appearing in family content? What price is worth giving up our 

childhood?” She then goes on to discuss the topic of consent, which I touched on earlier. In 

Shari’s testimony, she points out that in any other context, children are not able to give consent 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-66719859
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDtYlTYeLSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDtYlTYeLSk
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and yet when it comes to creating family content on YouTube and other social media platforms, 

that rule seems to no longer apply and in turn, children are having their childhoods stripped away 

from them. Friend hangouts, dates, and personal time at home were always filmed and posted for 

millions of people to see including pedophiles, which Shari emphasizes. “I promise you that the 

parents are aware of these predators and choose to post their children anyways.”  From the 

moment a vlogger announces their pregnancy, that child is a part of the family’s social media 

business until they either turn 18 or are taken away from their parents. Until then, they are under 

the star of a show controlled by their parents with no power over how much of their lives is 

showcased for millions of strangers to comment on, fetishize and share with other people. 

Viewers who watch the abuse take place are allowing this behavior to continue. Without even 

realizing it, they are paying these parents to continue harming their children and inspiring others 

to do the same.   

What Needs to Happen 
 

These few channels are only at the tip of the family vlogging iceberg. Many parents know 

these stories and are aware of the impact that creating this kind of content can have on children 

and yet continue to create their own channels with their families. This is very similar to parents 

signing their children up for acting gigs or to being in the music industries. Parents may rely on 

their children to be the breadwinners of the family while the child is susceptible to exploitation, 

lack of protection, and overall unhealthy work environments. California’s Coogan Act aims to 

protect children in the entertainment industry (excluding YouTube) financially as well as 

physically from sexual abuse. As we can see with the recent cases of former Nickelodeon show 

producer Dan Schneider and music producer P. Diddy (both taking place in California), this state 
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regulated law is not doing enough to protect children within the entertainment industry, 

especially from financial and sexual abuse. Since children in entertainment are oddly not a 

federal concern, there is little to no real protection for children in their respective industries and 

so, they should not be in such an environment. How many Judy Garlands and Shirley Temples 

must we witness to finally remove children from entertainment?  

The same applies even more to children on YouTube. We do not need to see more children 

like Cody and Shari being abused for people to watch during their downtime. I believe YouTube 

should be monitoring the videos that are uploaded onto the platform and taking down channels 

that display their children in distress, fear or anger, especially on a regular basis. YouTube cannot 

continue to allow parents to use their children for thumbnails and clickbait. YouTube needs to 

consider the fact that kids do not understand what they are being signed up for and it is harmful 

to not only the children involved, but the reputation of the platform itself. Many people are 

catching on to the lack of protection and care for the children on the platform. With news articles 

about Ruby Franke, Mike and Heather Martin, and even ones concerned about the wellbeing of 

Ryan, it is hard to watch YouTube videos with children in them and not question what is 

happening both on camera and behind the scenes. It is up to YouTube to update their Child 

Safety Policy to actually prioritize the safety of children online. To see real change, the platform 

needs to either limit how often children are on YouTube or not allow children to be posted at all. 

 

Limiting Children on the Platform  
 The reason parents continue to make videos revolving around the lives of their kids is 

because it makes the family more money. Kids are more energetic, cute, and can be entertaining 

to watch. They are not aware of the negative comments on videos about them or any of the 
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dangers of being a part of daily vlogs until it is too late. A good idea that should be implemented 

into YouTube’s Child Safety Policy is the limitation of how much time they are allowed to have 

on their parents’ videos. If YouTube cannot bear to remove children from their platform entirely, 

then the least they can do to protect children is to cap the amount of screentime they have in 

videos. This would help prevent children from being overworked while at home. Less of their 

lives would be in the public eye.  

Alongside this, videos that include children that exceed the maximum amount of time should 

be making less money. If a family vlogging channel posts a 15-minute video and 11 minutes of 

the video are about the children, the video should earn less money. Although whatever money is 

made from YouTube can help the children with saving money for the future, there is still no way 

to track how much money is set aside for them and how much money is being used by the 

parents. There is no Coogan Act for YouTube so there is no way to protect minors financially 

unless it’s by limiting how much revenue is made from them.   

 

Ban on Uploading Children 
 A reoccurring theme in this paper is the fact that minors are not required to consent to 

being on YouTube, simply because they are not old enough to. Even though it is not possible for 

them to consent, they are still forced to share every good and bad experience with strangers 

online to satisfy their parents. Instead of making money off of children, the parents who want to 

do YouTube should be creating channels about their own lives. There is no need to share when 

kids get in trouble at school and post them being punished. Like Shari Franke mentioned in her 

testimony, family vlogging is more than just creating a video with your family. If other kids find 

these embarrassing clips, then the child on the channel is an easy target for teasing and bullying 
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at school, which then would end up becoming a topic on the next day’s vlog. It is unfair and 

immoral to post kids knowing they cannot consent and so YouTube should consider possibly 

getting rid of children all together. If the youngest someone can be on the YouTube platform as a 

viewer is 13, then there is no reason a newborn child should be making their family millions of 

dollars without knowing. These children are forced into a business before they can even open 

their eyes. If YouTube truly cares about the safety of children, they will ban having children on 

the platform all together, instead of only taking down channels once the damage has already been 

done and news articles are being written about the horrors that happen on the platform. Parents in 

not involve their children in any other job they do. YouTube should be no different. 

 

Conclusion 
 It is clear that there is a lack of concern for children on YouTube that has been 

unfortunately normalized. Luckily, more channels like J Aubrey and Sunny v2 have been 

speaking out against these family channels in hopes that other parents do not make the same 

mistakes. I truly hope that one day there are better protections for minors on the platform. Right 

now, they must comply with whatever their parents’ consent to them doing for views. They have 

to be in videos “because Mommy said so.” Not enough victims of family vlogging have come 

out yet since a lot of them are still minors. Shari is publishing her book about her experiences at 

only 21 years old. It is only a matter of time until these children become old enough to expose 

the truth of what their lives have been like under the spotlight online. YouTube needs to make a 

change now, before it is too late, and the platform’s reputation is no longer salvageable.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/@jaubrey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ui1BxOZ_6e8


Valdez 21 

Works Cited 
1. McBroom, Austin. “The Ace Family.” YouTube, YouTube, 

www.youtube.com/@TheACEFamily/videos. Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

2. “Answering Your Questions We’ve Been Avoiding.” YouTube, uploaded by The LaBrant 

Fam, 16 December 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=066-

yyYC6Pc&list=PLT9HZuPCv1cAqkaLGSBh_xdXk_IEK9qCk  

3. “YouTube Terms of Service.” YouTube, YouTube, 

www.youtube.com/static?template=terms.  

4. “Child Safety Policy - Youtube Help.” Google, Google, 

support.google.com/youtube/answer/2801999?hl=en&ref_topic=9282679 

5. “YouTube Community Guidelines & Policies - How YouTube Works.” YouTube, YouTube, 

www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/community-guidelines/. Accessed 9 Dec. 

2024.  

6. “YouTube Community Guidelines & Policies - How YouTube Works.” YouTube, YouTube, 

www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/community-guidelines/. Accessed 9 Dec. 

2024.  

7. “Partnerships.” Cut, www.cut.com/partnerships. Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

8. “Cut.” YouTube, Cut, www.youtube.com/@cut/videos. Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

9. LaBrant, Savannah Soutas. “Our Boy Has His First Surgery.” YouTube, The LaBrant Fam, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0eVW0cxgh4. Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.   

10. LaBrant, Savannah Soutas. “Our First Week Home With The New Baby Didn’t Go As 

Expected.” YouTube, The LaBrant Fam, www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbMh5yvviAQ. 

Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

11. Kaji, LoAnn. “Ryan’s World.” YouTube, Ryan’s World, www.youtube.com/@RyansWorld. 

Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

12. Kaji, LoAnn. “Ryan’s LAST DAY of School Challenge.” YouTube, Ryan’s World, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPIUXpS2Pk0. Accessed 9 Dec. 2024.  

13. “Ryan Kaji.” Forbes, Forbes Magazine, 28 Oct. 2024, www.forbes.com/profile/ryan-kaji/.  

14. Martin, Mike. “Dad Blows Up On Cody.” YouTube, DaddyOFive, 16 Aug. 2021, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYR3WUN7m8A.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=066-yyYC6Pc&list=PLT9HZuPCv1cAqkaLGSBh_xdXk_IEK9qCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=066-yyYC6Pc&list=PLT9HZuPCv1cAqkaLGSBh_xdXk_IEK9qCk


Valdez 22 

15. Martin, Mike. “Dad Punches Kid In The Face.” YouTube, DaddyOFive, 8 Aug. 2021, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7jugGdQ3Ok.  

16. Martin, Heather. “LOST CHILD Prank.” YouTube, MommyOFive, 30 Dec. 2021, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3cSJeoGRwc.  

17. Martin, Mike. “ Cody Has a Terrible Day in School and Lies to Dad.(DaddyOFive 

Uploads).” YouTube, DaddyOFive Uploads, 19 Apr. 2024, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQ2Y87VaKzw.  

18. Ohlheiser, Abby. “These YouTube Parents Pulled Disturbing ‘Pranks’ on Their Kids. Now, 

They’ve Lost Custody. - The Washington Post.” Washingtonpost.Com, The Washington 

Post, 2 May 2017, www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2017/05/02/these-

youtube-parents-pulled-disturbing-pranks-on-their-kids-now-theyve-lost-custody/.  

19. “Mom Who Won Custody of 2 Kids Featured in YouTube Stars’ Prank Videos Speaks 

Out.” YouTube, ABC News, 5 May 2017, www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHwJHDQHbjA.  

20. “The Martin Family.” YouTube, YouTube, 11 Nov. 2018, 

www.youtube.com/@TheMartinFamilyYT/featured.  

21. b u b b l e s. “Everything Wrong with the 8 Passengers in under 8 Minutes.” YouTube, 

YouTube, 5 Dec. 2020, www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wPDqGae3kc.  

22. “Gillespie, Sierra. “YouTube Mom Ruby Franke Took Away Son’s Bed, Forced Him to 

Sleep on Beanbag for 7 Months.” YouTube, Law and Crime Trial Network, 8 Sept. 2023, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XZS5XuftWc.  

23. Bubalo, Mattea. “Who Is Ruby Franke, the Parenting Influencer Jailed for Child 

Abuse?” BBC News, BBC News, 21 Feb. 2024, www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-

66719859.  

24. “Ruby Franke’s Oldest Daughter, Shari, Speaks to Utah Legislative Committee about Child 

Influencers.” YouTube, KUTV 2 News, 16 Oct. 2024, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDtYlTYeLSk.  

25. Tom, Emi. “Say Hi to Hiho Kids.” LinkedIn, LinkedIn, 16 Feb. 2020, 
www.linkedin.com/pulse/say-hi-hiho-kids-emily-
tom#:~:text=Cut%20is%20a%20YouTube%20channel,main%20focus%20of%20this%20art
icle.  



Valdez 23 

26. Franke, Sharil [@sharilfranke] “6 weeks until #HouseOfMyMother is out! So excited for 

you all to read it. Pre-order at the link in my bio! @gallerybooks”, Instagram, 26 November, 

2024, https://www.instagram.com/p/DC1_Axpy8CX/ 

 


