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EXT- I N THE RI VER BENEATH THE UNDERPASS- MORNI NG

It's a beautiful day outside. The birds are CH RPI NG and a
breeze noves through the grass and flowers that |ay besides
the river. It seens picturesque.

CHARLIE, a 18 year old, is underwater. H's eyes are cl osed
and his hair floats with him A few seconds pass and his eyes
open. He sits up.

Hs torso is visible while his lower half is still energed.
He shakes his head a bit to get the water out of his hair. He
gets up and he's only in underwear. He starts to stretch his
back a little,but pain is on his face.

CUT TGO

He starts to head toward his hol e beneath the underpass. A
si ngl e sheet covers the hole's entrance. He enters, flinging
the sheet to the side to enter.

Qutside of his hole are random st acks of books, comnmics, an
ol d backpack, a CD Player and a canera.

He conmes back out with clothes on and is drying his hair with
a towel. He bends down and slips on his dirty shoes. He then
pi cks up his back pack, slings his canera around his neck and
heads around the corner, up the hill, to the city street.

EXT- G TY STREET(MAI N AVE) - MORNI NG

Charlie wal ks down the street. The city resenbl es New York
City, but that's not where this is. There are PEOPLE
everywhere. VINNY, old pizza man, is sweepi ng the sidewal k
but obvi ously shows a struggle. Charlie wal ks by and takes
the broomfromhim He starts sweeping the sidewal k a | ot
faster than how Vinny was doing it.

VI NNY
Ah, thank you, Charlie. It's been
getting harder every norning.

CHARLI E
No worries. Don't want you to pul
sonet hi ng agai n.

VI NNY
Ch no, Charlie boy, I'"'ma man's nman.
20 years in the arny didn't train ne
for nothing.
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Charlie finishes up and puts the broom agai nst the w ndow.

VI NNY ( CONT' D)
Hey, cone inside for breakfast.
Haven't had you eat here in a while.
"1l whip up your favorite.

CHARLI E
As nmuch as | would love that, |I'm
headed towards Mad's pl ace.

VI NNY
Ya know how nmany tinmes | told you to
stay away from

CHARLI| E
| know, | know.

VI NNY
You silly boy. How s the bridge? It's
been around two weeks since you noved
underneath there.

CHARLI E

Not the best, but it is cozy.
VI NNY

Have you thought about novi ng back in-
CHARLI E

No. She's taken care of me enough. |I'm

an adult now, vinny.

VI NNY

Alright, alright. Just be careful.
CHARLI E

WIIl do. I'lIl see you
VI NNY

"Il see you around.

Charlie goes back on his way.

CUT TGO

Charlie wal ks down the street and occasionally says hello to

t he peopl e out si de.

The nei ghborhood is run down. Shops have a dirty w ndow and

groups of people hangout in front of the store.

It appears as
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if everyone knows each other fromtheir interactions
Everyt hi ng and everyone | ook connect ed.

As Charlie wal ks he starts to have sonme di sconfort on his
f ace.

CHARLI E
Shit | gotta pee.

He | ooks around really quick and once he notices the coast is
clear he dips into a back alley.

EXT- ALLEYWAY- MORNI NG
He unzips his pants and we hear hi m PEEI NG AGAI NST THE WALL.

He then goes to put his penis in his pants. Wiile shifting
his junk around he feels sonething weird.

CHARLI E
VWhat the fuck is that?

He keeps feeling it. Trying to decipher whats in his pants.
He starts to panic a bit. Goping his balls a bit faster.
CUT TO

W see A MAN JOGA NG run by. He stops for a mnute and | ooks
at Charlie.

JOGGE NG MAN
What do you think you' re doing?

Charlie |l ooks at the man with a pani cked, scared expression.

CHARLI E
| think | grew a third ball sack

The man | ooks at Charlie surprised. He wasn't expecting that
response.

JOGG NG MAN
Oh... sorry. It's just.. well-

Charlie realizes what he | ooks |ike now A pervert.

CHARLI E
Okay, |'m | eaving now, goodbye sir.

Charlie fast wal ks out of the alley.
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| NT- MAD DOG S APARTMENT- MORNI NG

MAD DOG a 21 year old Mexican man, is plucking at a guitar
He's trying to play a tune but before we can recognize it, he
nesses up

On the table in front of himis an open sketchbook w th
drawi ngs inside, glass of water, a gun and shit ton of drugs
are scattered about. Sone are in bags and sone aren't.

After a couple of tries he gives up on playing and sighs. He
takes the joint frombehind his ear, puts it into his nouth
and lights it.

But at the exact nobnment that he inhales, Charlie stornms into
t he apart nent.

CHARLI E
| need you to check ny balls.

Mad Dog coughs. It's a bad cough

Mad Dog picks up the glass of water off the table and takes
sips in between his coughs.

Charlie closes the door. He rushes to the couch to sit down.
He drops his backpack and takes off the canera from around
hi s neck.

Mad Dog finally regains hinself.

MAD DOG
What the fuck did you just say to ne?

CHARLI E
| need you to check my balls.

MAD DOG
That's what | thought you said.

Mad Dog take another hit again. He holds it in for a bit.
There's sil ence.

CHARLI E
So? Are you gonna do it or not?

Mad Dog exhal es the snoke.
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MAD DOG
No.

CHARLI| E
Pl ease?

MAD DOG

Absol utely fuckin not. What nakes you
think that I would |ike to see your
ball s? Also just saying please won't
make nme do it.

CHARLI E
| think there's sonmething wong with
it.

Mad Dog passes the joint to Charlie. Charlie takes a quick
hit, as if it were routine for him He inhales.

MAD DOG
Do | look like a health care
pr of essi onal ?

Charlie exhal es and passes the joint to Mad Dog.
CHARLI E
C nmon please? | really need anot her
opi ni on.

Mad Dog takes a hit. He inhales.

MAD DOG
| "' m not gonna | ook at your balls.

Mad Dog passes the joint to Charlie. Charlie inhales and
qui ckly exhal es.

CHARLI E
Pl ease, man? | have nobody else to
check. 1 need to know if I'mcrazy or

not .

Charlie passes the joint to Mad Dog who takes one last hit.
He puts the butt out on the table and exhal es.

MAD DOG
Listen, | love you bro, with nmy whol e
heart. | would do anything for you.

Wth that being said though, the |ast
thing | want to see is-
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CHARLI E
| think I grew a third sack

Mad Dog | ooks at Charlie with a m xture of enotions.
Puzzl enent, horror and maybe sone intrigue? Mad Dog sits for a
bit and thinks before asking his question.

MAD DOG
What do you nean?
CHARLI E
Exactly what | said.
MAD DOG
| understand that, but what exactly do
you nean?
CHARLI E

| don't know how to explain it. It is
what it is. It's a third sack. It's
better just to look at it.

Mad Dog sits for a second. Charlie is |ooking a Mad Dog,
waiting for his response.

MAD DOG
Pul | down your pants.

Charlie imedi ately gets up and pulls down his pants. Mad Dog
leans in with shock.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
Holy shit.

CHARLI E
Ri ght ?

MAD DOG
VWhat the fuck is that?

CHARLI| E
| don't know. | felt it when | was
pi ssing before.

MAD DOG
Can | touch it?

CHARLI E
NO.

Mad Dog sits back. He's still staring a Charlie's balls.
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Charlie becones unconfortabl e.

CHARLI E
Can | put ny pants back on?

MAD DOG
Oh yeah.

Charlie puts his pants back on. He sits on the couch besides
Mad Dog.

There's a weird silence. It's not unconfortable, but it's
that kind of silence where nobody knows what they shoul d say
next .

Mad dog deci des to speak up

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
That shit's crazy, man.

CHARLI E

Yeah.
MAD DOG

Does it hurt?
CHARLI E

Not at all.
MAD DOG

How | ong have you had it?
CHARLI E

| don't know, | just found it today.
MAD DOG

You didn't see it yesterday?

CHARLI E
No. | didn't check it yesterday.

MAD DOG
Are you telling me you don't | ook at
your balls everyday?

CHARLI E

No. Way would I? | wusually just pull
out ny dick to pee.
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MAD DOG
You don't |ike, ya know, touch and
feel them and shit.

CHARLI E
(sternly)
No | do not do that, Mad Dog.
MAD DOG
|"mjust saying. No need to get al
bi t chy.
CHARLI E

And |I'mjust saying that | don't do
that. That's weird.

MAD DOG
How is feeling your balls weird?
CHARLI E
Because why would | need to?
MAD DOG
Do you not rub one out?
CHARLI E
| nmean sonetines. | just get nervous
that 1'Il get caught so it ruins the

experience for ne.

MAD DOG

Who gives a fuck about getting caught?
CHARLI E

Me. | do. Because |I'll be arrested.
MAD DOG

Do it indoors.

CHARLI E
Thank you for that wonderful advice. |
will just walk into ny house that |
now own and go to the bedroom and
mast urbate. Ww. Genius, man, | can't
bel i eve you thought of that.

MAD DOG
Fuck off, bro. If you want 1'IIl et
you rub one out in nmy bathroomif you

need to.
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Charlie | ooks at Mad Dog.

CHARLI E
You would let ne do that?

MAD DOG
O course man. Anything for you

Charlie | ooks away from Mad Dog with a snmle

There's a bit of silence. They stare off in the distance for
a bit.

CHARLI E
VWhat do | do?

MAD DOG
| nmean anytine you feel the, ya know,
ur ge-

CHARLI E
No, | mean about my third ball.

MAD DOG
Oh. I, truthfully, don't know.

CHARLI E
Do you think it's bad?

Silence. Neither one wants to know t he answer.
Mad Dog then cones up with a brilliant idea.

MAD DOG
Let's look it up.

Mad Dog pulls out his phone.
He types into the search bar.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
What should | type?

CHARLI E
| don't know.
MAD DOG
Let's do... "Third ball growh"

They |l ook it up.
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MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
kay so, the first this is
cal | ed. .. pol yorchidism which
basically nmeans that you have a third
testicle and it's fine.

CHARLI E
kay | can live with that.
MAD DOG
The other one is testicular cancer.
CHARLI E
What ?
MAD DOG
Yeah, like ball cancer basically.
CHARLI E
| could have cancer?
MAD DOG
Hey, don't freak out. The first one is
rare but it still happens. There's a

chance that you just grew. ..that and
you' re fine.

CHARLI E
There's al so a chance that | m ght
have cancer.

There's a sil ence.

MAD DOG
Do you wanna go to the-

CHARLI E
Yes.

Charlie and Mad Dog | ook at each other. They're both scared.

| NT- HOSPI TAL- NI GHT

Charlie and Mad Dog sit in an exam nation room Charlie sits
on top of the table while Mad Dog waits in the chair. Charlie

is in a hospital gown.

The roomis covered with posters of body parts. Al are very
explicit and extrenely unconfortable.
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CHARLI E
Well this sucks.
MAD DOG
Yup.
CHARLI E
So many peopl e have seen ny penis.
MAD DOG
They had to.
CHARLI E
| know. But that doesn't mean that I
liked it.
MAD DOG
No one said you liked it.
CHARLI E
| was just putting that statenent out
t here.
MAD DOG

Okay, Charlie. W now know that you
didn't |ike having people | ook at your
peni s.

There's an awkward sil ence.

CHARLI E
Thanks for letting ne use your
i nsurance card.

MAD DOG
No worri es.

CHARLI E
| didn't know you needed all that kind
of stuff just to go to the hospital.

MAD DOG
The American healthcare systemis
fucked.

CHARLI E
At | east we don't have to pay for
t his.

MAD DOG

What are you tal ki ng about ?
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CHARLI E
You don't have to pay for hospital
visits.
MAD DOG
What ?
CHARLI E
Isn't it free?
MAD DOG
No. You have to pay.
CHARLI E
no fuckin' way.
MAD DOG
Yeah. You gotta pay before you | eave.
CHARLI E
Ch no. | gotta get out of here.

Charlie junps off the exam nation table and books it for the
door. Mad Dog gets in the way and bl ocks the door.

MAD DOG
What are you doi ng? Ger your ass back
on that table right now.
Charlie hesitates.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
Now.

Charlie backs up and hops onto the table.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)

Don't worry about the bill. | have it
cover ed.

CHARLI E
No, No, No. | can't let you do that. |
can pay it.

MAD DOG
Oh yeah? Do you know how nuch it'l
cost ?

CHARLI E

Li ke 20 bucks right?
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MAD DOG
Add two nore zeros and you'll be
right.
CHARLI E
No way.
MAD DOG
Charlie, it's fine |l got it.
CHARLI E
No. I'll tell themto bill ne.
MAD DOG
Oh yeah? Wiere are they gonna send the

bill?

The DOCTOR, 58 and eccentric, bursts through the door. He has
a grimface on.

DOCTOR
Hel l o, boys. So | got good news and
bad news.

CHARLI E

Just tell me | have cancer.

DOCTOR
So, you have Testicul ar Cancer.

Charlie sits back shocked. Mad Dog puts his head in his
hands.

CHARLI E
They' re gonna chop off ny balls.

Mad Dog | ooks up at him

MAD DOG
You' re gonna have one ball sack for
the rest of your life.

The Doctor | ooks at Charli e.

DOCTOR
But we've caught the cancer at an
interesting tinme. Wth sone
Chenot herapy and renoval of the tunor,
we can stop it.
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CHARLI E
How nmuch does that cost?
DOCTOR
Vll it's not cheap. It's a long and

grueling process. It also |ooks |like
it's late Stage 2.

CHARLI E
VWhat does that nean?

DOCTCOR
The cancer is becom ng nore
aggressive. If we let it get into
Stage three then it'Il spread to other
parts of your body. So we need to
treat this now.

There's silence in the room Charlie keeps his head down. He
doesn't | ook at anyone el se.

CHARLI E
What woul d happen if | don't treat it?

DOCTOR
The cancer will spread to the rest of
your body. You'll probably die by the
end of the year.

CHARLI E
Wuld it be painful?

DOCTOR
Yes.

Charlie wi nces at that answer.
Nobody knows what to say next.
Charlie stares off into space.
After a tense silence.

CHARLI E
Thank you for your tine.

Charlie junps off the exam nation table and starts to head
towards the door.

MAD DOG
What are you doi ng?
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DOCTOR
Wait, sir!

But Charlie is already out the door.
| NT- HOSPI TAL HALLWAY- NI GHT

He fast wal ks through the hallway, dodgi ng NURSES and ot her
PATI ENTS.

Mad Dog runs out of the room He sees Charlie down the hall.

MAD DOG
Charlie! Hold on, bro!

Charlie turns around and | ooks at himfor a second. He then
starts running through the hallways, |eaving Mad Dog behi nd.

Mad Dog tries to chase after him until he turns a corner and
notices how far Charlie is.

| NT- HOSPI TAL STAI RAELL- NI GHT
Charlie barges into the stairwell.

The stairwell is all concrete. It's grey with dirt and grine
that coats the walls.

Charlie's heavy breathes bounce off the walls.

He pauses at the top of the stairs for a bit, nostly to catch
hi s breat h.

He starts to head down the first flight at a brisk pace. But
when gets to the second flight he stops at the top.

At the bottomof the stairs is an OLD MAN. He's dressed in a
hospital gown and his hair is all gone. Al that is left is a
wrinkly bal d head.

The A d Man | ooks behind himand up at Charlie.

They make eye contact. Just staring at each other w thout
sayi ng a word.

The A d Man | ooks like Charlie. He | ooks |Iike a nmuch, nuch
ol der Charli e.

Charlie finally breaks eye contact. He closes his eyes for a
second and then opens them
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He | ooks down at his feet as he step by step, wal ks down the
stairs. The A d Man slowy watches him

Charlie passes the O d Man and heads out the exit door.
| NT- ELVI RA'S APARTMENT- NI GHT

ELVI RA , 42 but | ooks exceptionally young for her age, is
kneeling on a bed next to a WOVAN

The roomis all white wiwth hints of soft yellows and |ight
bl ues.

El vira has her hand on the Winen's chest. The pal m of her
hand pressing slowy the Winen's sternum Elvira's other hand
is on the Winen's | ower stonmach. It's slowy pushing on it
repeatedly. Their breathing is both in sync.

The Wbonen then slowy starts to convul se and her face
contours in pleasure.

A BANG NG starts at the door. It's excessive and doesn't
st op.

CHARLI E(O. S)
El vira? open up!

Elvira ignores it and continues on her client.

CHARLI E(O. S) (CONT' D)
El viral! Open the damm door

El vira | ooks down at her client.

ELVI RA
Excuse ne. This'll just take a second.

She gets up fromthe bed and opens the door.
Charlie is standing at the door breathing heavy.
ELVI RA ( CONT' D)
Charlie, what do you want? | have a
cli-
CHARLI E
| have cancer and | don't know what to
do.

Elvira | ooks at Charlie in shock.
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ELVI RA
VWhat ?

CUT TGO

| NT- ELVI RA'S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Charlie is sitting on the couch with a change of cl othes.
He's staring at a wall, but it's alnost as if he's | ooking
through it.

He's in a daze.

Elvira walks in with a nmug of tea. Wen she hands it to him
he snaps out of it.

Elvira sits next to Charli e.

ELVI RA
You're lucky | kept some of your
clothes after you left.

CHARLI E
Yeah. | didn't realize | was still in
t he hospital gown.

There's a bit of silence.

ELVI RA
Do you wanna tell nme what happened and
what the doctor said?

CHARLI E
So this norning I was peeing and | saw
this lunmp on ny, ya know, balls. So |
went to the hospital with Mad Dog and
they just told ne and | Kkinda just
freaked out and left.

ELVI RA
Did they say anything else? Dd you
explain to them your situation-

Charlie whips his head at Elvira. There's anger in his eyes.

CHARLI E
No, | didn't have the tinme to because
| was to busy freaking out over the
whol e fuckin cancer thing.
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ELVI RA
Wat ch your nouth kid. You know better
than to speak to ne like that.
Charlie | ooks down at his nug and squeezes it.
Tears start to run down his face.
CHARLI E

What am | going to do? | have not hi ng.
| have no noney to pay for anything.

ELVI RA
Charlie we-

CHARLI E
No. W both know you don't have the
money. |'m not burdeni ng anyone | care
about anynore. | told you that after |
left.

ELVI RA

But this is sonething conpletely
different. You' re going to die.

CHARLI E
Wel|l what do | do then, huh? Take the
little noney that you have | eft? Watch
you struggle to survive as you try and
keep ne alive by doing your weird sex
medi tating stuff? You know | can't do
that. | spent nmy whole |ife doing
that. It's the reason | left in the
first place.

Elvira is crying at this point but she keeps her face stern.
She never | ooks away from Charlie.

ELVI RA
| did not take you into ny honme and
rai se you to watch you die from your
own self-pity.

CHARLI E
Then tell me what | can do?

CUT TQO
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| NT- ELVI RA'S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Papers are now scattered everywhere. The once clean and
soot hing apartnent is now fl ooded with papers and boxes.

Charlie is on a |laptop taking notes while Elvira is searching
t hrough an ol d box.

CHARLI E
Okay so there's this organization that
can grant ne noney. But it seens |ike
they can only pay for half the
treat ment.

ELVI RA
Half is fine. As long as it's
sonething. Did you find anything about
that care center?

CHARLI E
Apparently it was a scam
ELVI RA
Did you find any other?
CHARLI E
Not yet.
ELVI RA

What do you need for the grant?

CHARLI E
It says | need to send themthe
results fromthe doctor, a reference
on ny character from soneone and ny
birth certificate.

El vira shoots up and | ooks at Charlie.

ELVI RA

What do you nean a birth certificate?
CHARLI E

Like a birth certificate. | nean, |

think that's pretty easy.

Elvira stays silent. She |ooks away from Charlie and back to
t he box.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
You have ny birth certificate right?
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ELVI RA
Yeah. Yeah. Probably.

Charlie studies Elvira. He notices that sonething is off.

CHARLI E
El vira?
ELVI RA
What ? You found sonething el se out?
CHARLI E
Where is ny birth certificate?
ELVI RA
It's... sonewhere. Don't worry about
it "Il handle it.
CHARLI E

You don't know where it is...

ELVI RA
| know where it is.

CHARLI E
Then where is it?

Charlie stands up, anger is slowy creeping on his face.
El vira stops what she's doing and | ooks at him

ELVI RA
| said | would take care of it.

CHARLI E
VWhere is it?

There's a beat. The tension is heavy in the air.

ELVI RA
Now if | tell you, you have to prom se
that you won't doing inpulsive. | wll
handl e this.

CHARLI E
Just say it.

Elvira hesitates as she | ooks at Charlie. She gives in.

ELVI RA
Your nother has it-
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Charlie

CHARLI E

What ?
ELVI RA

But | got this. I'll talk to her-
CHARLI E

You don't have it?

ELVI RA
She never gave it to nme. Wien she |eft
you with ne, she just gave ne you and

not hi ng-
CHARLI E
So you didn't think to ask for it
sooner ?
ELVI RA
Wll I'"mnot really on the best of

terms with her, Charlie-

CHARLI E
So if you're not on the best of terns
how are you-

ELVI RA
"1l figure it out.

s furious now.

CHARLI E

(yel l'i ng)
No. Stop. Don't do that. You al ways-

ELVI RA
Before you start, you better watch
what you're gonna say, boy. Renenber
| " m your not her.

CHARLI E
Ch yeah? What kind of nother doesn't
even have their own child's birth
certificate?

ELVI RA
Ch, don't do that-

CHARLI E
Do what ?
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ELVI RA
Throw a tenper tantrumlike a child.

CHARLI| E
|'mnot a child.

ELVI RA
Oh so you're an adult? Wat kind of
adult leaves honme just to live under a
bri dge? Huh?

Charlie glares at Elvira. The tension in the air is hot
around t hem

CHARLI E
Fine. 1'll do it nyself then.

Charlie grabs his jacket off the couch.

ELVI RA
What ? Where are you goi ng?

CHARLI E
To find ny nother.

ELVI RA
You don't even know what she | ooks
l'i ke, or her nane-

CHARLI E
"1l figure it out.

ELVI RA
Stop it. | know you're mad-

CHARLI E
| can handle it.

ELVI RA
Charlie, stop. I'll take care of this.
"Il talk to her and pay-

Charlie turns around towards El vira.

CHARLI E
| got this, Elvira. I'lIl do it nyself.

ELVI RA
You don't even know who she is.
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CHARLI E
Wiy is it | don't know about ny nother
huh?

ELVI RA
Charl i e-

CHARLI E

You never tal ked about her. You only
told me how she was an addi ct and she
abandoned ne-

ELVI RA
Because she was an addict and she did
abandon you. | don't want you to be

i nvolved with a woman |i ke-

CHARLI E
or is it because you're jeal ous.

ELVI RA
What are you tal ki ng about ?

Charlie starts wal king towards Elvira. Wth each word he
noves cl oser

CHARLI E
You can't lie to me, Elvira. | know
you. You're jealous. You didn't want
me to try and see her or reach out to
her because you didn't want nme to
| eave you. You're |onely.

ELVI RA
Watch it, Charlie. | know you're
feeling upset but-

CHARLI E
But what? I'mdying. I'mgetting
si cker and sicker by the second. And
even then you won't tell ne.

ELVI RA
Wat ch you' re fucking nouth.

CHARLI E
You' re not ny not her.

Elvira has tears in her eyes. She puts her finger in
Charlie's face.

( CONTI NUED)



24,
CONTI NUED:  ( 6)

ELVI RA
Don't you ever, EVER say that to ne
again. | have raised you since you
were put on mny doorstep by the wonan
you want to neet so much. | have put
in so much to raise you. And you w ||
not treat me with that disrespect.

Elvira starts to cry as Charlie just stands there, anger
still in his eyes.

ELVI RA ( CONT.)
Now i f you want to neet her, fine, do
what you want. But just renenber who
was the one who nmade you the person
you are. And just renenber who will be
taking care of you and the paynents at
the end of the day.

CHARLI E
Fi ne.

Elvira looks at Charlie with a stern |ook. She's trying to
| ook |i ke she hasn't given in.

ELVI RA
Her nanme is Darl ene WIlco. She |ives
on the nice side of town.

Charlie turns around and wal ks away.

ELVI RA ( CONT' D)
Charli e-

Charlie slans the door shut as he | eaves.
EXT- ELVI RA' S APARTMENT- NI GHT

Charlie wal ks out of Elvira' s apartnment building. He quickly
runs down the stairs.

Suddenly, Mad Dog runs from around the corner. He sees
Charlie and runs up to him

MAD DOG
Bro, what the fuck? |I've been | ookin
for you all day-

CHARLI E
|'"msorry. There's a | ot going on-
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Mad Dog |

Mad Dog |

Beat .

MAD DOG
That doesn't nmean you |leave ne in the-

CHARLI E
| have to neet ny nom

ooks at Charlie with bew | der nent.

MAD DOG
What do you nean?

CHARLI E
| have to go to her house and ask her
to give ne back nmy birth certificate
for this grant.

eans agai nst the wall.

MAD DOG
So this grant will pay for your
treat nent ?

CHARLI E
well, it'lIl pay for half.

MAD DOG
Do you know who is gonna pay for the
ot her hal f?

CHARLI E
Not yet. But it looks like Elvira is
gonna force herself to pay for it.

MAD DOG
That fuckin hippie.

CHARLI E
| told her not to.

MAD DOG

So are you really gonna go neet her?
CHARLI E

Well, 1'm gonna have to.
MAD DOG

Way don't you let Elvira handle the

si tuati on-
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CHARLI E
No. She's done enough. Besides this is
sonmething I need to fix nyself.

MAD DOG
You don't have to do this by yourself,
Charlie. W can hel p-

CHARLI E
No-

MAD DOG
Listen, Elvira called ne before. W
made a plan on howto fix this whole
thing. Just let yourself get better-

CHARLI E
This is sonething | gotta do. |I'm
sorry.

MAD DOG

For what? To show that you can do shit
on your own? | thought that was the
reason why you noved out of Elvira's
and now |ive under the fuckin highway-

CHARLI E
| can do this on ny own Mad Dog-

MAD DOG
Qoviously you can't. Wio the fuck
coul d? Let us help you Charlie.
Charlie |l ooks off into the distance.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
At | east think about it.... Please?

Charli e shakes his head.

CHARLI| E
| don't know.

MAD DOG
Pl ease?

Charlie |l eans against the wall with Mad Dog.

There's a bit of silence between them
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Charlie | ooks at Mad Dog,tears stream ng down his face.

CHARLI| E
| don't want to die.

Mad Dog pulls Charlie into his arns. He holds himtight as
Charlie cries.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)

( CRYI NG
| don't want to di sappear.

MAD DOG
| promise | won't let that happen.

| NT- MAD DOG S CAR- MORNI NG

Charlie and Mad Dog clinb into the car. Mad Dog hops into the
driver side and Charlie sits in the passenger seat.

The early norning gl ow of the sunrise peaks through the
w ndow onto t hem

Mad Dog starts the car as Charlie just stares out the w ndow.

MAD DOG
Do you wanna get sone coffee?

CHARLI E
No. |' m okay.

MAD DOG
VWhat about breakfast?

CHARLI E
|'mtoo nervous to eat.

MAD DOG
You shoul d-

CHARLI E
I"'mfine. | just don't want anything.

MAD DOG
Ckay.

Mad Dog starts to drive as they both sit in silence.
CUT TO
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It's a few hours later. The sun is brighter now
bl i ndi ng.

Fol k Music is playing on the car radio.
Nei ther Charlie or Mad Dog is speaking.
Mad Dog speaks up.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
W' re al npst there.

CHARLI E
Real | y?

MAD DOG
Yeabh.

There's the sanme sil ence again.

MAD DOG ( CONT' D)
Did you think about what | said?

CHARLI E
Yeah.

MAD DOG
And?

Charlie | ooks over at Mad Dog.

CHARLI E
| don't know, dude.

MAD DOG
Bro, you're dying. W can't just watch
you suffer

CHARLI E
Yeah | guess. It's just-

MAD DOG
It's just, what? You feel bad? Wy
woul d you still feel bad?

CHARLI E

Because you guys have sacrificed so
much for nme. And | have nothing to
show for it. | wanna show you both
that | can do this. That | can stand
on ny own two feet.

28.
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MAD DOG
Charlie. | understand that, but if you
don't let us help you, then that's the
wor st thing you could do for us. Yes,
we have given up a lot for you, but
it's because we care about you.

CHARLI E
| understand and | appreciate that
fromyou guys but 1'm 21 years old. |

can't rely on people forever. | need
to do ny own things and live ny own
life.

MAD DOG

Charlie, you' re not gonna be able to
live your own life if you don't let us
do this. Please-

Charlie turns up the nusic.

CHARLI E
| don't wanna tal k about this anynore.

MAD DOG
Charlie...

Charlie ignores himand rolls down his w ndow.
Mad Dog just |ooks at him and sighs.

Suggested Music: The song HE WAS A FRIEND OF M NE BY DAVE VAN
RONK starts to play.

MAD DOG STARTS TO SI NG ALONG

Charlie still stares out the w ndow as Mad Dog sings.
Charlie closes his eyes and just listens to him

Hi s voice feels |light and snoot h.

But it has an enotional hoarseness that nmakes the pit of your
stomach swel |l up

The song reaches its end and Charlie opens his eyes and | ooks
at Mad Dog.

CHARLI E
How are you so damn good?
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MAD DOG
(1 aughi ng)
| don't know about that.

CHARLI E
You are though. | tell you this every
single tinme.

MAD DOG
| know you do, but doesn't nmean |I'm
actually good. You're just biased.

CHARLI E
"' m not though. You really should play
at an open mc.

MAD DOG
No. Absolutely not.
CHARLI E
Why not ?
MAD DOG
Cuz 1'mthe nei ghborhood drug deal er,
Charlie. I'"'mthe | ast person they

woul d al l ow at an open mc. Besides |
have a reputation to keep up.

CHARLI E
Coul d you at least do it before | die,
| wanna see you perform

Mad Dog si ghs.

He then | ooks at Charlie and sml es.

MAD DOG
How about this, if you let us pay for
the other half, 1'Il play at the next
open nic.

CHARLI E

That's no fair-

MAD DOG
A deal is a deal, Charlie boy.

30.

Charlie | ooks out the wi ndow again as they pass a sunfl ower

farm

He | ooks back at Mad Dog.
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CHARLI E
Fine. But | get to pick the song.

MAD DOG
That's okay with ne.

Charlie and Mad Dog smle at each other.

EXT- DARLENE S HOUSE- AFTERNOON

Mad Dog and Charlie get out of the car.

They park in front of a Victorian-style hone.

The house | ooks cl ean. The blues and whites of the front of
t he house stand out profusely.

Fl ower beds |ine the side of the pathway to the front door.

Basically this |ooks like a typical white, rich suburban
hore.

Charlie and Mad Dog | ook in wonder at the houses around them
They wal k up the wal kway.

Md way Charlie stops.

There's panic in his eyes.

He sees TWO KIDS playing in the living roomw ndow.

CHARLI E
| don't wanna do this anynore.
MAD DOG
What are you tal kinng about ?
CHARLI E
| don't wanna do this anynore.
MAD DOG
Charlie, calmdown. Let's just knock
on-
CHARLI E
| don't wanna do this. | don't wanna
do this-
MAD DOG

Yo, stop it, you're causing a scene.
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CHARLI E
| can't. | can't. | can't. | can't-

A wonman opens the door. This is DARLENE WLCO, 38 years old,
tall and curvy.

DARLENE
Excuse ne? Can | hel p you?

Mad Dog and Charlie stand there just | ooking at her.

MAD DOG
Un Are you Darlene WIco?

DARL ENE
Yes.

Charlie and Darl ene | ook at each other.
Their eyes neet and they instantly know.
Their features are very simlar. Extrenely simlar.

CHARLI E
" m your son.

She | oses her breath for a bit.

DARLENE
Charlie?

SADIE WLCO, 16 years old and a cl one copy of her nother,
al so cones out the front door.

SADI E
Mon? What's goi ng on?
Darlene is still staring at Charlie. Her eyes are w de open.
DARLENE

What are you doi ng here?

CHARLI E
| was | ooking for you.

SADI E
Monf? VWho ar e-

Darl ene's eyes don't |eave Charlie's.
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DARLENE

Sadi e, go back inside sweetie.
SADI E

But, Mom
DARLENE

| said get back inside. Now.

Sadi e hesitates. Then she | ocks eyes with Charlie for a
second. She slowy closes the door; we still see her fromthe
w ndow.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Charlie, you cannot be here.

CHARLI E
Can | just talk to you for a bit?

DARLENE
No. Who told you I was here? How did
you find out?

CHARLI E
Just for a few nin-

DARLENE
Absol utely not. Was it Elvira? That-

MAD DOG
Jesus fuckin Christ, lady, can't you
just talk to hinf

Dar | ene shoots Mad Dog a | ook.

DARLENE
First off, do not say his nane in
vai n. Second, who the fuck are you to
talk to ne like that?

MAD DOG
"' mthe guy who brought YOUR SON here
to see you. O did you forget that you
even had a son?

DARLENE
You think | liked what | did to hinf
' m not -
MAD DOG
What ? A bitch? No, No. How could you
( MORE)
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be a bitch after you left your baby in
a dunpster and then refuse to tal k-

DARLENE
| am no nonster. You have no idea-

CHARLI E
' m dyi ng.

Darl ene stops. She | ooks at Charlie and starts to tear up.

DARL ENE
VWhat ?

CHARLI E
| have testicul ar cancer.

She puts her head in her hands. She nunbl es sonething to
hersel f and then turns back to Charlie.

DARLENE
Ckay cone inside and we can talKk.

| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE- AFTERNOON
Darl ene, Charlie and Mad Dog all enter the house.

The ceilings are high and the walls are white m xed with
royal blues accents. The house | ooks bright and open. There
are crosses, statues of god and inspirational bible pictures
ever ywher e.

They pass the living roomwhere two twin boys, 6 years old
named DEVI N and DEREK, play. They both stop what they're
doing to |l ook at Charlie.

DARLENE
Boys, | have conmpany. We'll be in the
of fice.

DEVI N

Ckay M ss WI co.

DEREK
Who are your friends?

DARLENE

Unthis is Charlie, you can just cal
himUncle Charlie and this is...
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Darl ene | ooks at Mad Dog with a puzzled face.

MAD DOG
Ch, |I'm Mad Dog.

DARLENE
Are you serious?

DEREK
Whoa, no way!

DEVI N
Can | have a nane l|like that?

DARLENE
No. Sadie is in charge. You' re nother
shoul d be com ng after dinner to pick
you up.

CUT TO
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE ( THE OFFI CE) - AFTERNOON

A generic-looking office. The walls are bookshelves filled to
the top with books of all kinds. Above the fireplace is a
huge portrait of the famly.

Charlie is staring at the portrait as he takes a seat on the
couch. Darlene goes into the desk and takes out a crystal
bottle full of whisky, she pours herself a glass. Mad Dog
wal ks around the office | ooking at the books.

MAD DOG
Seens |ike you' ve done well for
yoursel f, | ady.

DARL ENE
Ms. WIco.

MAD DOG
"' mgonna stick with | ady. You even
have kids here that aren't your own.

DARLENE
" ma professional babysitter. They
aren't mne.

MAD DOG
What ever you say, Lady.

Darl ene shoots Mad Dog a | ook. She then sits on a couch that
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is across from Charli e.

There's an awkward silence. The unspoken words that |ay
bet ween them hang in the air.

DARLENE
When did you find out?

CHARLI E
A coupl e of days ago.

DARL ENE
s it serious?

Charlie nods his head. Darl ene takes another sip.

CHARLI E
Look, I don't want to bother you. Al
| need is ny birth certificate for a
grant that could help pay for
treat ment.

DARLENE
Just your birth certificate?

CHARLI E
Yes.

Beat .

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Do you think I was here for noney?

The conversation is interrupted by the sound of the FRONT
DOOR OPENI NG AND CLOSI NG

DARLENE
Shit.

Darl ene chugs the rest of her drink in a quick second and

puts the bottle and glass back in the desk. She pulls out a
pack of gum starts to chew and wal ks back to the couch

A BOOM NG VO CE is heard com ng up the steps.
MAN
(G 5)
Honey? Are you home? The kids are
t al ki ng about an Uncle Mad Dog?
M KE WLCO, 45, walks into the office. He stops short when he
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sees Darlene and Charlie on the couch. Mad Dog stops flipping
t hrough a book.

CUT TGO

M ke has his head in his hands as he sits on the couch next
to Darlene. Charlie and Mad Dog sit on the couch across from
him He then | ooks back up at Charlie.

M KE
|"'msorry. | don't know what to say.

CHARLI E
You don't have to say anything. Al |
need is the birth certificate.

M KE

Do you know where it is, honey?
DARLENE

It's somewhere in the house | just

don't know wher e.

M KE
It'Il probably take a while to | ook
for it right?
DARLENE
Yes.
M KE
Well, we just have to | ook then. W'l

find it don't worry.

CHARLI E
Thank you.

Mad Dog and Charlie both stand up.

MAD DOG
W'l |l be back in a couple of days.
M KE
Way don't you boys stay for dinner?
DARLENE
What ?
M KE
They have a long drive back and it's
st eak ni ght.
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DARLENE
Honey, |-
M KE
Li sten, boys, | make a nean steak, so

you're in for a treat.

CHARLI E

Thank you, but-
MAD DOG

Hell yeah |I'm down for sone steak.
CHARLI E

Mad Dog-
MAD DOG

Tell me the last tine you had steak.
CHARLI E

Fi ne.

M KE

G eat !

CUT TO
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE - THE DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

The Wlco famly, the twin boys, Charlie and Mad Dog sit at
the table. Charlie is sitting in between Sadi e and Darl ene.
Mad Dog sits in between Devin and Derek. Mke sits at the
head of the table. Everyone has steak and nashed potatoes on
their plates.

M ke hol ds Derek and Darl ene's hands.

M KE
Let's say our prayers before we eat.

Everyone goes to hold hands. Mad Dog hesitate to hold the

ki ds hands but Devin forces himanyway. Darl ene | ooks at
Charlie. She slowy noves her hand to hold his. It's gentle,
it looks |ike she's not even holding his hand at all.

M KE ( CONT' D)
| would Iike to thank the lord for
this neal and the conpany that has
bl essed this hone. We pray to give
t hanks to our lord and for Charlie's
wel | - bei ng.
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Charlie's head whips at M ke.

M KE ( CONT' D)
ANMEenN.

THE W LCO FAM LY
Anen.

The famly look at Charlie and Mad Dog, waiting for themto
say it too.

MAD DOG
Oh, uh, sorry, Amen. | haven't done
this in a while.

CHARLI E
ANEen.

M KE
Alright let's eat!

The Wlco famly and Mad Dog dig into the nmeal. Darlene is
slowy cutting her steak and Charlie is pushing his food
around.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Digin, Charlie. It won't bite.

CHARLI E
Sorry, I'mjust not hungry.

M KE
No worries. It's probably a side
ef f ect -

CHARLI E

Yeah. Yeah it is.

The tabl e goes quiet. Everyone is awkwardly eating. Devin
stares up at Mad Dog while he eats. Darlene is taking small
bites.

M KE
| used to party in the neighborhood
you boys live in. What streets do you
guys live on?

MAD DOG
| live on Cinton Street. Right on the
cor ner.
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M KE
Ohn | know that place. It's that run
down apartnent conplex, right?

MAD DOG
Yeah. My pops use to own that
bui | di ng.

Darl ene' s head shoots up.

DARLENE
You're Tito's son?

MAD DOG
Yeah. Why? You use to know hi n?

DARLENE
you could say that.

M KE
What about you, Charlie? Where do you
live?

Charlie and Mad Dog | ook at each other.

CHARLI E
|, uh, | live under the H 1

M KE
Li ke the hi ghway?

CHARLI E
Yeah. | live right next to that river.

M KE
Real ly? 1've never seen any houses
down t here.

CHARLI E
There isn't.

Beat .

M KE
Charlie, are you honel ess?

Anot her awkwar d beat.
CHARLI E

| mean honeless is a strong word. ..
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MAD DOG
He al so stays with nme sonetines, so
not technically...

DARLENE
| thought you were living with Elvira?

M ke | ooks at Darl ene confused.
CHARLI E

Ch, yeah | was but then sone stuff
happened and | decided to live on ny

OWNn NOW. . .
SADI E
So after this where are you gonna go?
CHARLI E
Um ..
DEREK
Do you live with wolves? | like
wol ves.
CHARLI E

No, no wol ves. ..

DEVI N
VWhat about bears?

CHARLI E
Un no bears...

The kids attack himw th questions while Charlie | ooks
obvi ously unconfortabl e.

There's a knock on the door.

DARLENE
Boys, | think your nother is here.

DEREK AND DEVI N

AWNNNNN
DARLENE
Let's go. Say goodbye.
DEVI N
Goodbye, uncle Mad Dog. |I'Il mss you.
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MAD DOG
Bye, little man. 1'll mss you too.

Dar |l ene escourts the boys to the door.
Everyone sits in silence. There's a weird tension.

Mad Dog and Charlie nake eye contact, both of themfeel
awkwar d.

Darl ene then sits back at the table.

M ke clears his throat to break the questions.

M KE
Charlie, would you like to stay with
us?

DARLENE
What ?

CHARLI E
Ch, no, I'"'mokay, really. My place is
still cozy.

M KE
No, | insist. You're sick so you can't

live in those conditions.

CHARLI E
['I]l be fine-

M KE
Listen, Charlie, if you want you can
stay until we find the birth
certificate. Darlene and | would be
happy for you to stay wth us. Isn't
that right, Honey?

Darl ene | ooks at Charli e.

Beat .
DARLENE
W woul d | ove to have you.
M KE
Mad Dog, we can even throw you on the

couch-
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MAD DOG
Oh no, no. | have a place of ny own. |
al so run a busi ness-

SADI E
Ch, really? What kind of business?

MAD DOG
Uh, like, exotic inports.

M KE
So what do you say, Charlie?

CUT TO

| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE - FOYER- NI GHT

Charlie and Mad Dog stand in the foyer. Mad Dog is hal fway
out the front door.

CHARLI E
Don't let nme stay here.

MAD DOG
Listen, this place is fuckin' nice and
you're sick. Just stay here for a bit.

It'Il be good for you. If you need ne
you could call ne and I'll rush over
her e.

Charlie smles.

CHARLI E
Thanks.

M ke rushes into the foyer with Tupperware in his hands.

M KE
Before you | eave, | nmade an extra
steak and | put the | eftover potatoes
in there for when you get hone.

MAD DOG
Thank you, sir.

M KE
Qur house is always open.

MAD DOG
"1l keep that in mnd.
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M KE
Have a safe drive hone.
CHARLI E
"Il call you.
MAD DOG
Al right, bro. Thank you for having ne
sir.
M KE

It was ny pleasure.

MAD DOG
You'l | be okay, Charlie.

CHARLI| E
| know.

Charlie closes the front door.

CUT TGO
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE- GUEST ROOM NI GHT

The door opens to the guest room The room has a warm
feeling. Soft lights flood the roomto emt a feeling of
safeness. In the mddle is a king-sized bed with a white
conforter.

Charlie walks in with Darl ene behind him He |ooks at the
roomin awe, taking in his new surroundi ngs. He wal ks around,
| ooking at the little nick-knacks. Darlene smles as Charlie
wal ks around the room He turns to her.

CHARLI E
|'ve never seen a roomthis nice in
per son.

DARLENE
Thank you.

CHARLI E
Can | sit on the bed?

DARLENE
O course.

Charlie sits on the bed and rubs his hands on the sheets.
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CHARLI E
[t's so soft.

DARLENE
It's Egyptian cotton

CHARLI E
Egypti an?

Darl ene goes to sit on the bed.

DARLENE
Mm It's the best kind of cotton. It
has sonmething to do with the fibers or
whatever, but it really is wonderful
to sleep in.

Darl ene | ooks at Charlie who is still fascinated with the
sheet s.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Listen, Charlie, I'msorry for the way
|'ve been acting towards you. It's not
right. It's just, you bring up a I ot
of ny past that | haven't thought
about in a long. But God has brought
you here for a reason and that's to
hel p save you.

CHARLI E
It's okay. | did barge in here out of
nowher e.

DARLENE

From here on out let's start over.
Darl ene reaches her hand out.
DARLENE ( CONT' D)
It's finally nice to neet you. |I'm
Dar | ene.

Charlie smles and al so reaches his hand out.

CHARLI E
|'"'m Charli e.

They shake hands and smle. Charlie then starts to cough
heavily.
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DARLENE
Are you okay? |I'Il get you sone water
Darl ene | eaves the roomas Charlie still coughs.

Charlie stops after a bit and then | ooks at his hand which
has blood in it. He starts to panic and runs into the
connect ed bat hroom

| NT- BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Charlie runs into the bathroom and washes his hand. He spits
a bit nore in the sink. He splashes nore water on his face.

Dar |l ene KNOCKS on t he bat hroom door.

DARLENE
(QS)
|'"'m | eaving the water on the night
stand. There's also extra clothes on
the bed to change into.

CHARLI E
Ckay.

DARLENE ( Q. S)
Do you want ne to take you to the
hospi tal ?

CHARLI E
No, I'Il be fine. It's just a synptom

Charlie hears Darlene wal k out. He splashes nore water on his
face, but then he starts coughing again. Mre bl ood cones out
this time. Charlie starts to |lose his breath. He grips the
counter top as he struggles to breathe over the sink. He
catches his breath and splashes nore water on his face.

He | ooks down and the sink is covered in blood spatter. He
then | ooks at hinself in the mrror. He |looks tired and pal e.
He starts to cry while |l ooking at his reflection. He pounds
his fists on the counter as he lets his cries becone | ouder
and | ouder.

| NT- DARLENE' S KI TCHEN- MORNI NG
The norning |ight beans through the kitchen w ndows. Birds
are CH RPI NG and Darl ene is HUMM NG whi | e cooki ng breakf ast.

She flips sonme pancakes and then puts themon a plate. Sadie
is already at the counter eating.
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Charlie walks into the kitchen slowy. He rubs his eyes and
yawns. He stops at the corner and stare at Darl ene. He takes
t he whol e scene in front of him Darlene notices himand
sm | es.

DARLENE

Mornin'. How did you sl eep?
CHARLI E

OCh, uh good norning. | slept well.
DARLENE

How was t he bed?

CHARLI E
It's the softest thing | ever felt.

She | ooks at Charlie with a bit of guilt in her eyes.

DARLENE
That ' s good.

Beat .

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Oh, |I'm maki ng breakfast. Take sone
pancakes. There's syrup and orange
juice in the fridge.

CHARLI E
Thank you.

Charlie goes to the fridge. Sadie's eyes follow himthe whol e
time with a glare. He grabs the orange juice and the syrup.
He then sits down at the counter next to Sadie and puts sone
pancakes on his plate. He pours A LOT of syrup on and then
pours hinself a glass of juice.

Darl ene | ooks at his plate and chuckl es.

DARLENE
You like a |lot of syrup?
CHARLI E
Yeah.
DARLENE
| do too. | like to say | have syrup

with just a little pancake.
Charlie chuckl es.
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DARLENE ( CONT' D)
That's the first tinme I saw you | augh

CHARLI E
Sorry.

DARLENE
You don't have to be sorry.

Sadi e | ooks at both of them

SADI E

| like a lot of syrup too, ya know.
DARLENE

You're right sweetie, maybe it's in

our bl ood.
Sadi e | ooks at her nother wth a slight glare.

SADI E
O nmaybe that's just a conmon trait
nost peopl e have.

Charlie looks at her with a little shock but then begins to
eat his pancakes, before he does so Sadie stops him

SADI E ( CONT' D)
You're not going to give thanks?

CHARLI E
Oh sorry.

Charlie | ooks over to Darl ene.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Thank you for the pancakes.

SADI E
No, giving thanks to God.

CHARLI E
Wiy would | do that?

SADI E
Because God gave you this food.

CHARLI E
No, Darl ene did.
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DARLENE
Alright, that's enough. Sadie,
sweetie, it's okay. He doesn't believe
yet so don't worry.

Sadi e get off the stool and storns out of the room

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
| " m sorry about her. She's quite hot
headed | i ke ne.

CHARLI E
It's okay.

As Charlie is eating he starts to cough. It's really bad this
time. Blood splatters onto his hand and onto the counter.
Darl ene turns around and noti ces.

DARLENE
Holy shit.

Dar |l ene grabs paper towels and gives it to Charlie. He coughs
into it a bit nore and then stops. He breathes heavy for a
bit. He grabs the juice and chugs it.

Darl ene | ooks at himin shock.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Are you okay?

CHARLI E
Yeah, yeah. I'mfine. | just need a
m nut e.

DARLENE
Do you really not want to go to the
hospital ?

CHARLI E
NO No. I'lIl be fine, | prom se.

Charlie puts his head in his hands. Darl ene just |ooks at
hi m

DARLENE
We'll start looking for that birth
certificate after breakfast, okay?

CHARLI E
kay.
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Charlie tries to catch his breath, but he can't.
CUT TO
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE ( THE OFFI CE) - AFTERNOON

Darl ene and Charlie carry in multiple boxes into the office.
They put them on the ground.

DARLENE
Alright. It's gotta be in here
somewher e

CHARLI E
You sure?

DARLENE
Yeah. . ..

CUT TO

Charlie and Darlene sit in the office with papers everywhere
around them All the boxes are open, except one. Charlie is
sitting on the floor |ooking through a box, while Darl ene
sits on the couch, shuffling through another box.

Darl ene sighs loudly as she puts all the papers around her
back i nto her box.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
| don't think it's in these boxes.

CHARLI E
| didn't think so.

DARLENE
Coul d you check that |ast box while I
go to the bat hroom

CHARLI E
Ckay.

Darl ene | eaves the room

Charlie puts the papers around himinto a box and then noves
to the last closed box. He opens it up and it's filled with
baby photos. There are older ones with a little girl and then
newer -1 ooking ones with two little boys.

Charlie slowy flips through themuntil he stops at an old
photo of a teenage girl. Her hair is wild and she has a
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cigarette in her nouth.

Darl ene wal ks in and see's what Charlie is | ooking at over
hi s shoul der.

DARL ENE
That was ne when | was around... 17
t hi nk?

CHARLI E
Ch. I'msorry-

DARLENE
No. No. It's fine. | forgot that there
was a box of old photos upstairs.

Charlie puts the photos back in the box.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Did Elvira tal k about ne?

CHARLI E
Not really.
DARLENE
| figured as nuch.
CHARLI E
The rest of the nei ghborhood did
t hough.
DARLENE
Again, | figured as nuch.

There's a beat of silence as Charlie puts nore photos back
into the box.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
My father was abusive.

Charlie freezes.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
My not her |eft us when I was young. |
didn't know what to do so when | was
16 | left and | ended up in that
nei ghbor hood. | stayed cuz they
treated ne with | ove.
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Charlie | ooks at Darl ene.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Everyt hing you heard about nme was
true. The drugs, sleeping around and
the theft. Everything was true. But
didn't want that for you.

CHARLI E

So you throw nme in a dunpster?
DARLENE

No-
CHARLI E

You could' ve left me at a police
station or-

DARLENE
| was a drug addict, Charlie. | didn't
know any better.

CHARLI E
That's a bullshit excuse.

DARLENE
What do you want ne to say, Charlie?
The past is the past-

CHARLI E
' m going to the bat hroom

Charlie storns out of the room and sl ans the door.
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE ( HALLWAY) - AFTERNOON

Charlie enters the hallway after |eaving the bat hroom
Qutside, waiting for him is Sadie.

SADI E

| know you're ny brother.
CHARLI E

No shit.
SADI E

You were a baby born in sin.

CHARLI E
Excuse ne?
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SADI E
Mama, had you in sin. Are you
bapti zed?

CHARLI E
What are you-

SADI E
| knew it. I"msurprised they let you
in the house. A boy not bl essed by
God.

CHARLI E
| don't know what your problemis but-

SADI E
My problemis a that your influence is
affecting this house, especially Mana.

CHARLI E
Look I'Il only be here two nore days-

SADI E
Me and Daddy don't want you here.
You're a sin baby born out of wedl ock.
Daddy is only nice to you because
you' re si ck.

Charlie |l ooks at Sadie with a scow and then pushes past her.
CUT TO
| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE ( THE OFFI CE) - AFTERNOON

Charlie wal ks back into the office. Darlene is organi zing al
t he boxes.

CHARLI E
| ' m gonna go hone tonorrow norni ng.
You can call me when you have the
certificate.

DARL ENE
VWhat . No-

CHARLI E
|'ve al ready nmade up ny m nd.

DARL ENE
If it's about what | said-
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CHARLI E
It's not. | decided this nyself.

DARLENE
Charlie, sit.

Charlie |l ooks at Darlene with a scow as he hesitates. He
then slowy wal ks to the couch and sits down. He doesn't
| eave her eyes.

Darl ene frantically sits down next to Charlie. She rubs her
hands together then onto her pants. She takes a nonent to
figure out what to say. Her eyes dart across the floor until
she finally | ooks back up at Charlie.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
First,]l would like to say that |'m
sorry for everything. There's nothing
| can do to fix the past for you. That
was ny fuck up

Darlene starts to sit up straight and folds her hands into
her | ap.

DARLENE ( CONT' D)
Wien | left you at Elvira's doorstep,
| ran away again. | have no idea where
| went, but all | knowis that | ended
up in a church one night. I was a
conpl ete fucking ness. But as | wal ked
t hrough those doubl e doors into the
chapel, | felt these warm hands
surround nme. It was |ike God was
giving me a hug. Like he was accepting
me, ya know.

CHARLI E
What' s your point?

DARLENE
Charlie, God saved ne. After that
night | prayed and prayed. And each
one was answered. Now here | amwth
beautiful children and a | oving
husband because of him And he can
save you too.

CHARLI E
| highly doubt -
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DARLENE
God will et you in and the holy
spirit will save your soul if you

becone his chil d.

CHARLI E
I"msorry, | don't understand.

DARLENE
The Lord helps all his children. And
to becone his child you nust be
reborn.

CHARLI E
Rebor n?

DARLENE
Yes, Charlie. For if you are reborn,
then god will heal all your wounds.

CHARLI E
Coul d he heal the cancer?

DARLENE
Wth hope and prayer. God will do his
very best to help you.

CHARLI| E
So am | not a child of God now?

DARL ENE
You are. But God has special |ove for
those that are reborn into the church.

Charlie sits back and ponders for a second. He rubs his hands
t oget her and then onto his pants. He then turns to Darl ene.

CHARLI E
|f God cares for all his children
then why did he do this to nme?

DARLENE
What do you mean?

CHARLI E
Wiy is he slowly killing nme? Wiy is he
letting me live a painful life with an

even nore pai nful death? |I don't
under st and.
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DARLENE
It could be just God's Plan for you-

CHARLI| E
He did this to me for a reason?

DARLENE
Yes. But that doesn't nean he has no
nore plans for you. It just nmeans that
this is your chance to be reborn. God
is giving you that chance.

CHARLI E
| just don't understand. If he |oves
me, then why-

DARLENE
Just give it sone thought tonight.
It's a lot to think about. But God is
here for you, Charlie.

Charlie nods his head.
DARLENE ( CONT' D)
' m gonna go start dinner now. Wy
don't you go rest for a bit.

Darl ene gets up and rubs her hands on her pants again. She
then | eaves the room |eaving Charlie alone.

| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE( GUEST ROOM) - NI GHT

Charlie walks into the roomand gently cl oses the door behind
him He makes his way to the bed and | ooks at the phone on

t he ni ght stand.

Charlie picks up the phone and dials a nunber.

Mad Dog pi cks up.

MAD DOE V. O
This is Mad Dog.
CHARLI E
Mad Dog, it's Charlie.
MAD DOG V. O
Oh, whats up kid? How s pretending to

be rich.
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CHARLI E

It's not all cracked up to be.
MAD DOE V. O

| figured as nuch.
CHARLI E

Mad Dog, do you believe in God?
MAD DOE V. O

No. |If a god exists why woul d he nake
a world so fucked up

CHARLI E
| had this conversation today with
Darl ene and it was about god-

MAD DOG V. O
Do not listen to the Jesus freak,
Charl i e Boy.

CHARLI E

She said all of this, even the cancer,
was God's plan for nme. Do you think
that's true? Do you think | did
sonet hi ng w ong. ..

MAD DOE V. O
You did nothing wong. You create your
own plan. You al ways have and you
al ways wil|l. Bad things happen so that
t he good things that happen are
even. .. gooder? You understand what |

nmean?
CHARLI| E
Gooder isn't a word.
MAD DOE V. O

Shut up. | didn't go to high schoo
i ke sone peopl e.

They both | augh over the phone.

MAD DOE V. O (CONT' D)
You want ne to cone get you?

CHARLI E

No, no. I'lIl be fine. I'"mabout to go
to bed.
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MAD DO V. O
Alright call me if you need ne. Love
you, brotha. You'll be alright.

CHARLI E
Love you too.

Charlie hangs up the phone. He holds it in his hands a bit
| onger until he puts it back on the receiver.

Charlie lays on the bed and stares at the ceiling.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
If you're real you wouldn't do this to
me, right?

Suddenly Charlie starts to cough. They get worse and worse.

Charlie shoots up and starts coughing into his hand. He gets
out of bend and goes to the bat hroom

| NT- BATHROOM- CONTI NUOUS

He runs to the bathroom and spits blood into the sink. Then
he starts to puke.

When Charlie finally relaxes he | ooks at hinself in the
mrror. There's blood and drool on his chin and tears running
down his cheeks. He stares at hinself for a bit. He then puts
his head in the sink to clean his face. Wien he conmes back up
he | ooks at hinself again. H's eyes look as if they're
searching for sonmething that isn't there.

| NT- BATHROOM- SOON AFTER

Charlie then wal ks briskly back into the bedroom grabs his
coat and | eaves the room

| NT- CHURCH NI GHT

Charlie wal ks through the double doors of the church. The
church is small but still has a grand feeling about it. The
ceilings are high and the wi ndows are all stained glass. The
pews are wooden and worn with little nicks in them On the
altar all the way in the front of the church is a large
statue of Jesus on the cross.

Charlie wal ks down the aisle and sits at a pew. He | ooks

around unconfortably and picks up the bible. He flips through
it and then puts it back.
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He | ooks under the pew and sees the kneeler. He pulls it out
and it comes out wwth a LOUD THUD. He |ooks at it for a bit
and the kneels on it. He closes his eyes and puts his hands
t oget her.

CHARLI E
|'ve never done this before, so please
just bear with ne.

There's a bit of silence.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Dear God, um hey what's up? | don't
really know if |I'm supposed to talk in
ny head but whatever. Anyway, | just
had a few questions for you and if you
coul d answer themthat woul d be great.

Charlie shifts around a bit.
CHARLI E ( CONT' D)

Recently | net ny nother for the first
time, which hasn't been the best but

still... | don't know |I've al ways
wonder ed about her as a kid. So
nmeeting her was a little fulfilling.

But she was telling ne that when you
pray that you would answer. So | just
wanted to ask... why did you do this
to me? Were you pl ayi ng sone kind of
j oke or sonet hi ng?

Si | ence echoes through the church.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Wiy woul d you choose ne? You' ve put ne
through all this shit and for what?
Just to give nme cancer? |I'm so
confused. | have no idea what to do.
Way woul d you do this to nme?

There's still silence in the church. Charlie is starting to
becone angry.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Are you gonna fucking answer nme? Wy
did you do this? What did | to deserve
t hi s? Answer ne.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Way woul d you plan this out for me?
( MORE)
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Way are you putting all this weight
all on me? | can't handle this.
There's so many things | haven't done.
There's so many things | want to do.
So why are you taking them away from
me?

Si | ence.
Charlie bangs his hands on the pew.

CHARL| E ( CONT' D)
( YELLI NG)
ANSVER ME, GODDAMM T!

The screans echo throughout the room but it still goes back
to silence.

| NT- DARLENE' S HOUSE( THE DI Nl NG ROOM - NI GHT

Darl ene and M ke are sitting at the dining roomtable.
There's a plate with a paper towel over it in front of an
enpty chair. A door is HEARD OPENI NG AND CLOSI NG Darl ene and
M ke perk up at the sound. Charlie wal ks into the dining
room

DARLENE
Oh thank you, Lord.

M KE
Were have you been?

CHARLI E
Darlene, if you are reborn, does God
tal k back to you?

M KE
Rebor n?
DARLENE
Vell... yes. Wy?
CHARLI E
Then | will like to be reborn.
M KE

Reborn? Li ke a baptisnf?

DARLENE
Real | y?
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CHARLI E
How do | do it?

DARLENE
Well, you go to a church and they dip
your head in blessed water and a
pri est does a special prayer and
that's it.

CHARLI E
| s there any ot her way?

M KE
Well, in the old days they use to just
bapti ze people in | arge pool s of
wat er. Like |akes and rivers-

CHARLI E
And God wll help ne fight the cancer
if I amreborn?

DARL ENE
Yes.

CHARLI E
kay.

Charlie turns to |l eave. But M ke stands up fromhis seat.

M KE
Charlie, wait.

Charlie stops and turns around.

M KE ( CONT' D)
Dar | ene, your nother, told ne that
you're leaving in the norning. And |
wanted to say that you don't have to

go. | also know what Sadie said to
you. | wanted to apol ogi ze on her
behalf. | don't hate you. | don't care
if you were born out of wedl ock or

not. I want you to stay with us.

want you to stay with us even when
you're in treatnent. | want to help

make your life better, Charlie.
CHARLI E

Thank you, but I'll be okay. I'll do
that mysel f.

( CONTI NUED)



62.
CONTI NUED:  ( 3)

Charlie smles and turns away. He | eaves the room
| NT- MAD DOG S APARTMENT- EARLY MORNI NG

A PHONE IS RING NG t hroughout Mad Dog's apartnent. It rings
for a few seconds and then Mad Dog burst out of a door in
only boxers. He MUMBLES SOVETHI NG to hinself and then answers
t he phone.

MAD DOG
Who the fuck is this? And why are you
callin'" nme at 7 in the goddam
nor ni ng?

CHARLI E
( OVER PHONE)
Mad Dog, it's ne.

MAD DOG
Charlie? Wiat's up? Didn't you-

CHARLIE (V. O
"' mgoing to be reborn.

MAD DOG
VWhat ?

CHARLIE (V. O
| am going to be reborn.

MAD DOG
Charlie, what are you sayi ng?

CHARLIE (V. O
They said that if | amreborn, God
could help cure ny cancer.

MAD DOG
| knew | shouldn't have | et you stay
wi th those fuckin' | oonies.

CHARLI E (V. O
This'Il help me-

MAD DOG
Charlie, where are you? |'m gonna cone
get you. Are you calling froma pay-

CHARLI E (V. O
"1l be alright. |I don't need you to
conme get ne.
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Charlie starts to cough over the phone.

MAD DOG
Charlie? Are you okay?

CHARLIE (V. O
(coughi ng)
' m fine.

MAD DOG
|'"'mcomng to get you-

CHARLI E (V. O
(coughi ng)
No.

Charlie takes sone deep breaths. The struggle to breathe is
evident as Charlie tries to cal mdown.

CHARLI E

| wanted to say thank you.
MAD DOG

For what ?
CHARLI E

For being the person that hel ped ne
become who | am You taught me things
that | would have never |earned by
mysel f. You cared for ne in tinmes when
| had no one. You're gonna be big
soneday, Mad Dog. Don't let the past
hol d you back.

MAD DOG
| don't know what's going on but [|'1l]
pi ck you up at that house today so
just go back and sit tight over there,

alright?
CHARLI E( V. O
| love you, bro. I always wll.
MAD DOG
| love you too, Charlie Boy. | always
will. I"mheadin" out nowso I'll be

t here soon.

Mad Dog hears CHARLI E HANG NG UP. Mad Dog then puts down the
phone and grabs his keys.
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| NT- ELVI RA'S APARTMENT- EARLY MORNI NG

A pal e light shines through the apartnent as Elvira is asl eep
in the bed. The PHONE STARTS RING NG and Elvira picks it up
with her eyes still closed.

ELVI RA
Hel | 0?

CHARLI E( V. O
(OVER THE PHONE)
Elvira? It's ne.

El vira shoots up in bed.

ELVI RA
Charlie? Oh ny God, |'ve been worried
sick about you. It's been two days.
Way haven't you called nme?

CHARLI E( V. O
|"msorry a | ot has been goi ng on.

ELVI RA
It's okay. |I'malso sorry about how I
handl ed the situation.

CHARLI E(V. O
It's okay.

ELVI RA
How are you feeling?

CHARLI E(V. O
Like nmy body is slowy deteriorating.

ELVI RA
Have they found it yet?

CHARLI E(V. O
No, but | found another way to help.

ELVI RA
What ? Li ke anot her grant?

CHARLI E(V. O
No. I'"mgoing to be reborn.

ELVI RA
(Puzzl ed)
What do you nean, Charlie?
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CHARLI E(V. O
' mgoing to be reborn as one of God's
children. He's gonna hel p heal ne.

ELVI RA
VWhat? |Is that what that fuckin' nut
told you? Charlie, God will not help

you. Hell, we don't even know if he
exi sts.

CHARLI E( V. O
You never know, Elvira. |I'm gonna be

reborn and ask himto help ne.

ELVI RA
Fuckin' Christ. | knew | shouldn't
have told you about your nother. |
could've handled it nyself. W
coul d' ve done this oursel ves-

CHARLI E(V. O
Elvira, It's okay. | wanted to say
Thank you.

ELVI RA

Wy? For what ?

CHARLI E(V. O
Thank you for nmaking ne the man that |
am Thank you teaching ne about life
and | ove. Thank you for being the
nother that | didn't have. | |ove you
Mom

Elvira starts to cry.

ELVI RA
| love you too, Charlie. Please cone
home. 1'Il take care of you. Just

pl ease, please conme hone.

CHARLI E(V. O
| al ready am

El vira hears Charlie hang up the phone.

ELVI RA
Charlie? Charlie?

CUT TO
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EXT- G TY STREET(MAIN AVE)- EARLY MORNI NG

Charlie hangs up a payphone that is right in front of Vinny's
pi zzeria. He wal ks away in the direction of the river.

EXT- THE RI VER BENEATH THE UNDERPASS- MORNI NG

Charlie stands on top of the hill the overlooks the river. He
takes off his shoes and steps into the grass. He lets his
toes sink into the dirt a bit before wal king dowmn to his

hol e.

He takes a | ook around at all his stuff. He picks up sone
CD s and takes a quick glance at them He nove on to his
canera and holds it for a bit. He then puts it down and
starts to undress. He slowy takes off each article of
clothing. One at a tinme he folds them and puts them on the
ground. He takes his jacket and hangs it on a | oose nail.

Charlie then steps out of his hole and wal ks towards the
river. He walks in very slowy until he's alnost fully
subnerged. Early norning songbirds sing as Charlie dips his
head underwat er.

As Charlie is underwater his eyes are open. But then he
starts coughi ng. He coughs and coughs, bl ood al so spew ng out
into the water. The water enters his nouth and | ungs. Bl ood
mxes in with the water as Charlie starts to drown.

He struggles to get back to the surface but then his hand
goes |inp.

W watch as Charlie's eyes close. As they close the songbirds
stop singing and everythi ng goes darKk.

END.



Mia Sanchez
One page synopsis
Logline: A homeless boy finds out he’s gotten testicular cancer, now him and his best

friend need to find his mother in order to survive.

Charlie, a 18 year old boy who is only recently homeless, finds out that he has
testicular cancer. With no money, Charlie can’t pay for the treatment. So with his
non-related Mother, Elvira, Charlie finds a grant that could help pay for his treatment if
he shows them his birth certificate, which he doesn’t have. He finds out that his real
Mother ,who left him in front of Elvira’s doorstep and was a notorious addict, has his
birth certificate. Charlie then enlists the help of his best friend, Mad Dog, to help find his
mother so that he can get his birth certificate.

But when Charlie finds his mother, Darlene, he finds out that she has a whole
new life. She has a large house, a beautiful daughter and a wonderful husband. She’s
cleaned up and is a born again christian. At first, she isn’t so welcoming of Charlie, but
as she sees the trouble he’s in, she warms up quickly. She agrees to let Charlie stay
with her as they look for the birth certificate. But as the day goes on, Charlie gets sicker
and sicker. His mind wanders into a darker, vulnerable place. Darlene starts trying to
convert Charlie into Christianity and preach the word of god. But the word that sticks
with Charlie is “reborn”. Charlie then goes on a chase for the truth about God and
decides to be reborn as a child of god, hoping that will help his sickness. But his

obsession ultimately leads to his demise.






Mia Sanchez

One Page Synopsis

Charlie, a 18 year old boy recently homeless boy, finds out he has testicular cancer. And with
no money, Charlie can’t pay for treatment. But then Charlie finds out about a grant that will pay
for half of his treatment if he has his birth certificate, which he doesn’t have. So with the help of
his best friend, Mad Dog, they both try and find Charlie’s real mother, Darlene, who has his birth
certificate. But after meeting her Charlie goes down a rabbit hole of religion, faith and rebirth.
But Charlie races against the clock, will it the cancer that kills him or his own obsession of being

reborn as a child of God.
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