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pebDIlCarteD TO evVeryone I've ever
LOvVeD

PLEease Be sarFe, BaBY



From THe PerskPeCTIivVe OF an ImmiGranT From
THe PersPeCTIivVe OF a Queer WOImXn From
THe PersPeCTIiVe OF a LaTIinXx From THe
PerspPeCTIivVe OF a meXiCanrn From tHe
PersPeCTIiVe OF SOMmMeBODY'S DauGHTer From
From THe PersPeCTIiVe OF a SLUT From THe
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THe PersPecCTivVe OF DerFearl From THe
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HOPEe FIrom THe From THe PersPeCTivVe OF
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From THe PersPeCTIivVe OF resisTance ~rom
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From THe PersPeCTIivVe OF Selr~ DeclLareb
ProTesT
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IFYOUarereablNGTHISPLeasSeRNowWTHAaTILOVeYOURIrsTan
DFOremaosT.IiwantTyouToBeHarPyYanbsare.lHOPeOUKMNO
wyouareanimpPportTanTPar TOFTHISWOrLD. THINGSWOULDN
orTBeTHeSamewlITHouTyouHerelwantTyouToLoveyoulH
OoPeyoubDOBeCauselDOTOO.PLeaseBeSareouT THereTHIN
GSareCHanGIiNGKNowyourriGHTS,BaBY.lWantyouTOLOOK
UPaLLYyoOuUrriGHTSanbwritTeTHemM>DbOwNnanbrememeBerTH
em.BaBy.IWILLSUPPOrtTyoueverytTimeyousTanburPFOIryo
urseLFyouaresoPowerFulanbyoubonTevenkNnowliT!iat
LTHaTyoubDOMaresanimpPacCranbatlLTHaryouarelsexacTt
LYWHaTweneebD.MmMayBelFyouCOULDLOORWITHINYOUrseL
FaMDFINDTHeCOMPassionNartTesoFTSIDeO~FYyOouUrseltFyouUuwW
ILLSeeallLTHeTHINGSYOUCareaBouT THeyYarelmpePortTantTrTo
you.youaremepePeortantromerTHarswHYImsHOWINGYOUTHI
S.IHaveBUILTUPSOMUCHaNXlietTyanbsabnessaBoOuTHEeST Ta
TeOFTHeWOrLDIDIDNTKNOWWHereelseToTurnorwHaTT 1O
DOWHeretTOGO.50INsTeablmabear tTanblibDuGuPaLLTHOSET
erriBLesensartionsinmuycHesTanbDIFOrcebTHemINToOPreT
TYWAYSOFTALKINGaBOUTFUCKReEDUPTHINGSHarPPenIinNGToD
adaswespPeakasyouarereablinGrHisatlTHeTerriBLeTHIN
GSTHaATYOURNOWareHarPeninGBUTHabNTTHOUGHTaBOU
TroomucHLarely, tHeyareatltHarPeninGaronceltaylncob
OWNTHETHINreabSFOIrourrPieCeOFHSTOINy.iHoOPesomeone
wiLtLCareaBouTatLlLTHeBaBleSINnCaGesBelNGToOrMFromTHe
IFMOTHEersSPOSSIBLYFOrever witTHNoGuUaranteeToallFeWw!
THIMNGHTS.IHOPESOMeOonewlITHINFLuencewliLLTHINKaBoOuT
aLLTHOSePrisonersForcepbrToLiveinunaccePTaBLeCOnDI
TIONSDEeSPITeaGLOBaLOUTBreak.IHOPesOmeoneri CHTHIN
KSIMHOTONEeDAaYsOoICanTriCKTHeMINTOCarnGaBouT THee
AVviormmenTanbGlvVealLtlLTHelrmoneyToCconservaTtionora
anizaTionNns.IHOPeTHaTyouwlILLCaresomucCHanbunbersT
aNDWHAaTITSLIReTOBeaHumMmananbCarer~orsomeoneelLse
SLIFeEFOraBsoLuUuTeLynoregasonoTHer THanTHeyHaveree
LINGSanDDreamsJusTtLIiReyOou.BaByYlHOPEeyYOoOuUaresarFelms
OorrygToOPOUraLLOFTHISOUTONYOUBUTICANTHEeLPBUTTHINKT
HaTITSaLttHaPPenIinNGsoOFasTanbITSatltHaPPeninGnow.Be
SarFeouTTHeretTHewortbCanBeasCaryrPLaceBuTrnevert
eTITTricRyouinNToLeTTiNnGanyonetTarkeabvantTaGeO~yOou.



alwaygsspPeakupPBeCauselTboesmaTrersomeonewliLLCa
relFyouUseTHelrN GHTWOrrDSanbDTHer IGHTTONeITaLLGoesB
ACKTOHUMaNConNnNeCTION,BaBYITHINKevVeryoneHas~oOra
oTTenwHaTITmeansToempPaTHIZe, BOND,LovelLovelLovelLOo
Ve frFeelL CaretTHeonuyreasonitTeLLyouTHISISBeCauselTHI
NMRYoOUDOCareanbTHaTsSWHYIMSHOWINGYOUTHISIDOMNTSH
OWITTOJUSTaNnuyone.l bonTMminbDIFYoUTeLLOTHersiactTuack
YwoulLbernJoytTHarT.youareaBouUuTTOreabsomeor~mysecC
reTsineebDTOSHOWYOUWHereaLlLTHeragcGeinmysTomacHC
omesFromineebTosHOWYOUalLLTHeWaysimaberOomeF~O
rMmysecLFINsPacesTHatTweremaberOorpeoPLenoTLIReEMmeE.|
WantrtosHOwWwWYOUalLLTHEeETHINGSIMabeanbwHeretTHeyCcCa
merromanbmayBeTHeNnyouwliLLunNDersTanbTOOHOWIF
eelLaBoOUTmMeaBoOUTyOUaBOUTUS.IHOPEYOUareusinGcgyour
MarverLousvolCeanbneveraCCePTINGanyTHINGLesSTHAa
NVWHartTyoubeserve.bonftLeTPeorPLeGeTyoubownreme
mBeryourinnerrPoweritTHasBeenBrewlnestTroncgereacH
DaysinceyouwereBornyoubeserveasaretiFeweatlbe
serveasarFeLiFelTISTIMme BaBY.KNOWYOUrriGHTSBeCausel
TSTIMeToOTearbowneveryoprPpPressivesTrucrtureeveryra
CISTSYUSTEemeveryseXiIsTHOMOPHOBICHaTeFULParToOFLIFe
THatTwewereTricCKeDINTOaCCePTINGNeebsSTOGO.WwWeneeb
TOCarerForeaCHoTHerasHumansanbsTanbinsoLuIDaritTya
GalnsrtactLrTHeBULLSHITaNDTrysometTHINGNew.someTHING
INCLUSIVeanNDLOVING.aNYwWwaydyssorryFortTHeranT.uusTNnee
DYOUTORNOWILOVeYOUanbDIHOPeyYOouwILLCareaBouTsO
MeTHINGSOMUCHYOUFINMDanewvoLumerorgyourvolCean
DGeTTHINGSDONemaketTHOSeCHancesBeTHoseCHanGes.
IlLOVeyouiBellevelnNyou.DONTBearralbTOFIGHTBACKIWILL
BeSTanbiNGriGHTBesSIDeyOoul.

PLEaASe Be sarFe BaBy

(TS bancerous ouT THere)

-COrn amaor,
ateJarpbra



MY Mmaln Goat IN my pPracriCe IS TO TaltK aBOuUT
WHarT IT means TO Live IN an era wHere BoDIeS anb
IDenTITIieS Have LeD TO THe POLUITICIZaTION OF everybay
LIFE. MY alm IS TO bemonsTtTrare THe way In WHICH
OPPresseb BODIeS FIGHT BaCK anb wHaT IT means 1O Be
M a CONSTaNT STaTe OfF SelLfF~ ProclalmebD ProTesT. THIS
INCLubDeS IDeas OfF rebefriNninGg auTHOrITaTtTlive SYMmBOLS
anbD OBJECTS, reCLalming sPaces anb Lancuacge WHICH
Have Beern useb as TOOLS TO INnvaulbarte anb sltence
WOMmMXn, PeOPLe OF COLOr, anb THe Queer communiTy,
anb CHOOSING WHen anb HOW TO ParTICiPaTe IN LaBOor.
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IDENTITY

've THOUGHT aBOUT HOW | WoOoulLD sSTarTtT THIS FOIr
MONTHS. | WOrrieb aBOUT HOW | WOULD mMakKe sense OfF
alLl THe THOUGHTS, emaoOoTIONS, anbD IDeas THAaT INFormeD
MY PracTICe. | TrieDb TO JUSTIFY every DeCIsSIOn anb make
IT as DIGesSTIBLe FOr everyone as | CoulbD.

BeCause | LOVe YOUu | THINK YOUu Deserve some
conTeXT SO THAartm you'tL unberstanb, BUT PLease DON'T
MISTarke THIS as me ebucCaTinG you ON IDenTITY POLITICS,
| PUrsSUEeD a BFA IN SCULPTUre (noT a BA 1N POLITICAL sclence)
FOIr a reason. THe CONTeXT IS, INeviTaBLy, MYy IDenTITY.

MY PracTICe IS DIFeCTlLY INFLuenceb BY MY IDenTITY.
AS a Queer WOmXmn anb a MeXICan immiGrant.
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' Was BOrmM im MeXIiCco.

LimmiGrateb TO NeW YOrK CITY wHen | was siX TO
meeT my maom wHO Pursueb THe Journey aLone wHen
' Was TWO "years OubD.

| PICKEeD UP enaGlLiIsH PreTTy FasT BeCause | was so
youna. THaAT was GOOD BeCause IT meanT | COuLD HelP
MYy Mmom sTubyY FOr THe CITIZEeNSHIP TeST. IT meamnT |
CcouLDb TranstaTte ImpPportTanT DoCcumenTs.

MY MoOom ralseb my BrotHer anb | aLone, sHe
empPHaslzeDb THe ImPOrtTance OF sHameLesswLy
DemMmanbDIiNG WHAaT | Deserve BeCause IF SOmeone FeLT
COmMFOrTaBLe TryinG 1O Take abvantaGe OF me THere's
NO reason | SHOULD Feel emBarrasseb TO LeT THeMm
KMNOW | Vatue myselLr. SHe alLsO reminbeb me THaT
BelnG PreTtTy meanT aBsoLuTely NOTHING IF | DIDN'T
Have THe Bralns 1O BacCK IT UP. SHe never salb IT
eXPLICITLY BUT | KNOW IN Herr OwWn NurturinGg way sHe
was GearinG me upP 1O sTanb a CHance N THIS New
MYsTICAL “Lanb OF OPPOrtTuUNnITIES.”

GrowiNnGa upP | never wanteb TO Be an arrTIsT.
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THe CONSTanT Fealr OF FINanciat INSTaBILITY IN a
HierarCHiCat CaPITalLISTIC SOCleTY CONSTanNnTLy LinGerebdb
N THe BaCK OF My Mminb. BUYING MY Morm a Home in
NeWwW YOrK CITY as a TOReNn OoF My GaraTtTitube FOr
everytTHING sHe'D DONe DIDN'T Feel POSSIBLe Unber THe
career PatTH OF arrTIST.

ENTertaning tTHe IDea OF BelNG an arTIST FeLT LIRe |
Was INDULGING 1IN an unreatllsTIC Daybream. skPenbing
THOUSaNDS OF DoLLars on a .

BfFA ..
FelLT SO SelLFISH.

WasTING TImMme anb money THaT | CoOuULD Be USING
FOr someTHING..

ProFiTaBtLe.

| THINK aT LeasST SuBCONSCIOUSLY HelRPING MY maom

STUDY FOIr Her CITIZeNsSHIP TeST, TransLkaTiNnGg atk THOSEe

DOCUMeENTS, PLanTeD a seeb OF INTeresT 1IN POLITICS

WITHIN mMme.

' WantebD TO Be THe PresiDenT, BUT THeN my maom
reminbeb me | Wasn't BOrn Here.
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| QLSO Learneb THAaT BelnG an immiGranT, THe
DauGHTer OfF an immiGrantT, Hab a CONTeXT OF ITS OWN
M Terms OfF U.S.

Iwanrteb TO Be a wriTer, Lawder, FasHION DbesiGner,
BOTaANIST, senaTor, art DIreCTtor, subpreme CourtT JUSTICe,
aCTress, Farmer, ProFessionatc BoXer, PILOT.

(DeeP DOWN | THINK WHAT | realtly wanteb was TO FeelL LIRe MY
VOICe maTTereDb. THaT | DID Have a say. THaT | was JUST as CaPaBLe
anbD POWeErFUL anyBODY eLse)

iTHeN | reaclzeb | Coulb Have IT atl!
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SO | CHOSEe arT.
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THroOuGH THe years I've oBserveD THaT THIS
comBINaTION OF IDeNTITY markers Can Be beTrimenTal
TO MY ProrFessionaL career anb overatL rePuTartion;
SHOULD | ever Be reveallnGg or sucGesTive WITHOUT
aCabemiC BaCKING Or arTISTIC INTeNT IT BeComes a
SeTBaCK DesSPITe maobDern ProGgress In terms OfF
Feminism anb THe Overaltl PercePTION OF WOMXMnN's
seXuallTy. BUT THe ISsuUe I've Beeln HavinGg Lartely IS
rooTeD IN MYy Desire TO expPerience PLeasure anb
sexuat PriviceGe WITHOUT Fear THat someBODY WiLL
Harass me on tTHe streeT Or THAaT IT WIiLL JeOParblZze my
CrebDIBILITY, as THe assocCciaTlioON BeTween
ProFessionalism anb PromisCulTy IS esPeClally HIGH 1IN
reGarbs TO LaTinXx WormxXn.

I aLwWwayds IDenTIFIeD WITH CHILI PePPers as a
MeTaPHOIr FOr mMyuseLr. | THINK IT'S ProBaBLY BeCause
THe CHILlI PePPer evolLveD TO Be SPICY as a berense
mecCHanIsm aGalnstT HUumans WHICH IS IFrONniC BeCause
ITS THEe Very THING THAaT makres THem soOuGHT afFTer.

(secreTLy | rNnew THaT aLL THe THINGS THAaT seT me aPpart From my
Peers were THe velry THINGS | neebeD TO InvesTiGarTe arnb tuse TO
my abpvanrtace.)
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| DIDN'T KNOW aT THe TIme BUT THe FIrST rablCal
CHOICe | mMabe Was LearninGg 1O Love myuselLr~ anb
QUESTION everyTHING THAaT mabe me SeCOnD GUess
WHO | Was In THe FIrsT PLace.

THUS, MYy Fascinartion WITH anarcHY, sex arib arrt
was BOIr
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SYSTEMIC RACISM, OPPRESSION AND EXCLUSION

TS Harb TO IMaaGaine an Imace OF America WHICH
DOEeSN'T emPLOY exXCLusiOonary 1acTICS anb sYsTems
Crearteb ONn THe FoUunNpbaTion OfF LeavinGg PeoPLe OUT.
THe very princiPLes OF THIS COUNTIrY are InHerenTLyY
rebunbanT IN THAaT IT Sseems TO PreaCH eQualltTy anb
OPPOIrTUNITY FOI aLtlL anb YeT IT PrioriTizes systems OF
POWer WHICH MakKe IT DIFFICULT FOr THe Overall
POPULATION TO Have a DIreCT say In THe FUnNcCTionNs OfF
Dally LiIFe THeY aBIDe BY.

THe Narratives OF maralinatctlizeb communiTies are
CONSTaNTLyY SsKeweD BY mailnsTtream mebDla WHICH IS
PrebDOoOminanTLy Oownep BY THe Same exXcLusive CIrceLes
OF PeOPLe WITH THe Same conservarTlve Bellefrs.

LaBOIr DYNamMICS 1IN AMmMmeriCa are Larcely InFormeDb
BY IDEeNTITY. ONLY WITHIN THe PasT FeVvwW DeCabes Have
THEeSEe PreTenses Been catteb OUT. DesPkITe aLl THe
ProGgress WomxXn are sTitl makKing 79 cenTts ON THe
DOLLar TO men.. FUurtHermore, IDenTITY sPeClFICatly 1IN
TEerms OfF PresenTIinGg sexX Tenb TO INFOrm THe
DemoGrarPHICS OF WOrrKers In a sPeClFIC FlelD.
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THEeSe are JUsT a Few OfF THe reasons | reFuse 1O
DO Free LaBor, ever aGaln. | sHouLDN'T Have TO WOrK
Harber THan THe averace INDIvVIDUual TO earn atmaosT as
MUCH as THem. A sYsTem THAaT PerFOrms PrerFerences
BaseD ON IDenTITY Can SUCK a DICK IN THe MOST
DeroGartory O wayds.

| MO LONGer wantT TO Be PresibenT OF a CcounTry
WHICH HAas GOTTeNn sO COMFOrtTaBLe DISPropPortTionactLy
TarceTTiNG IT'S LOW INCOme, Queer, Or minoriTy CITizens
anbD YeT Clalms ITsel TO Be ONne OF THe mosT
abvancebD GLOBal socieTles. | NO LoNnGer bream OFfF
LaBOr as an acHlievemenT anb | NO LONGer aCCcePT THe
Generat American OuTLOOK TO Be rerFLecCTive OF mdy
MoracLs anb vatues as a Human. | DON'T aCCePT THAaT
THe DesIlre 1O raPIDLyY Generarte CakPITal IS more
IMPOIrTanNT THanN THe wellBelnG OF THe PLaneT THAaT
BIftHeD UsS. | DONT aGree THAaT THe enbsS JUSTIFY THe
means wHen IT means DISPLacCinG anb eXPLOITING THe
POOTr.

WITH THEe DevelOoPMmenTSs OF TeCHNOLOGY, meDICIiNneg,
anb aaricuLTure In THe PasT Hunbreb Years a LOT OfF
PeOPLe Have GOTTen usebD TO THe maobDern tuxuries
weve Grown UuP WITH anb Have sTarteb DISTancinGg
ourseLves From THe Core O wHart IT means 1O Be a
HUMamn amonGasT OTHer senTlienT Belnas. THe rise OF
THe INTerneT anb sOCIabt mebDla Has mabe INsTanT
communicaTion INCrebIBLY accessiBLe anb YeT were
STILL encounTerinGg a LoT OF THe same Issues THaT are
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INCOrpOorartebd INTO eLemenTary sCHOOL CurricuLums as
exXampPLes OF TerriBLe acCTs OF HISTOIrry WHICH Can never
Be repearteb aGaln.

MY INTeresT Here IS NOT TO HIGHLIGHT Or Prove THe
Ways THIS COUNTIrY empLOYS exXCcLusionary/oPpressive
TAacCTICS, THAaT'sS NOT MY resPONSIBILITY. | useD TO THINK
THaT PeOoPLe MIGHT Care more IF | mabe art sHOWING
THe HOorriBLe reaclties PeOPLe Have TO Live IN anb HOW
CLOSeLY abJacenT THeY are 1O THelr OwWn. APPIroacHING
MYy WOINK THIS Wald KePT me UP FOIr THIree bay Pelrlobs
atT aTime. | THOUGHT, THe WOrK IS DralrfiinGg tTHe LiFe ouT
OF me, THaTs wHart IT boes, BUT ITS ImMpPOrtTanT. | THOUGHT
I Was THe Issue, | Turmneb TO My THerarPIsST TO Tell me
WHY | Wasn'T STronc enoucH TO make WOrk aBouT THe
THINGS THAT matTereb TO me. SHe suGGesTeD TryinGg a
new aPProacH.

FOLLOWING IN THEe SselLfr~ ProcltalmeDd ProTesT TacCTICS
OF ESTHEr Brown, | reFUse 1O DO anyTHING BeYonD
WHaT my neebs DemanbD anbD | DON'T Belleve LaBOor TO
Be a romanTIClZzeD asPeCT OF MY LiFe. IN THe AnarcHY
OF COLOreD GIrts AssemBstLeD I a RIoTous Mannrer,
Salbya Hartman oPens Uk THe essay BY ILLUusTrating
THe SUBTLETY OF ESTHer Browmn's ProTesT mobelL BY
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DesSCriBING THe BOLD anb PUBLIC aCTIONS sHe DID NoT
Tarxe.

"ESTHEer Browmn DID NOT WriTe a POoUTICAL TracT on THe
FreFusat TO Be GoverneD, Or DrarFT a PLan FOor muTtuac alb or
ouTulInNe a memolr OF Her sexXuatbt abven- Tures. A maniFesTo
OF THe waywarb: OwWn NOTHING. ReFuUse THe Glven. Live ON
WHAaT YOU NeeD anbD NO MOore. GeT Reaby TO Be Free — was
NOT FOUND amonaG THe ITems conTalneb 1IN Herr Case FlLe. SHe
DIDN'T Pen any soOnNG Lines: MY maima says I'm reckress, My
DabDyY says I''m WiILD, 1 iN'T GOOD LOOKING, BUT I'M SOMeBODY'S
anacetl CHILD. sHe DIDN'T COMMIT TO PaPer Her ruminaTtions on
FreebDOom: WITH Hurman narture caceb I a narrow sPace,
WHIPPED DallLY INTO SUBIMIS- SION, HOW Car we sPeak OF
POTEeNTIgLITIeS? THe Carb- BOarb PLacCarbs FOr THe TUumuvLT
anbD UPHeaval sHe INCitTeb MIGHT Have salb: DONT mess WITH
me. | am NoT aFralb TO SmMasH THINGS UP. BUT Her's was a
STrucGLe WITHOUT FOrmat beclarations orF POLICY, SLO- Gan,
Or CrebOos. IT reQulreb NO PartTy PLaTFoOrm or Ten-roinT
ProGram. walKIinG THrouGH THe sTreeTs OF New YOrK CITY,
SHe anb EmmMma GoLDMman Ccrosseb PaTHSs, BUT Falteb TO
FeCcoGcnize one anoTtHer. wHen HuBer'T Harrison encounTtereb
Her 1IN THe LOBBY OF THe Renalssance Casino arFTer He
DelLlverebD HIS LeCTures on "Marriace versus Free Love” FOr
THe SOCIalIsST CLUB, He NOTICeD ONLY THAaT SHe Hab a PreTTty
FaCe anb a BIG ass. ESTHer Brown never putiLeb a SOarPBOX
ONTO THe Ccorner OF 135TH STreeT anb LenOoX Avenue TO make
a sPeeCH aBOoOUT auToOnomy, THe GLOBAaL reacCH orF THe COLOorr
LINg, INvoLunTary servitube, Free moTHerHooD, OF THe
Promise OfF a FuTure worewb, BUT sHe wellL unbersToOoD THAaT
THe Desire TO move as sHe wanrteb was NoOTHING SHOIT OF
Treason. sHe KNnew FIrstHambD THAaT THe OFFense MmosT
PUNISHED BY THe STaTe was TrylinG 1O Live Free. TO wanber
THIrouGH THe sTreeTs OF Hartem, TO want BeTTelrr THan wHaT
SHe Hab, anbD TO Be ProkPelLieD BY Hermr WHIMS anb Desirfes was
TO Be unGcovernaBLe. Her wayd OfF LIVING was NoTHING SHOr T
OF anarcHy." (Hatman, P. 465-466)"

Hartman iNTrobuces THe Ibea THAaT Ibeas OfF
PHILOSOPHICAQL anarcCHIsSm anb BLaTanT ProTesT are
OoFTen NOT aTTriButTeb TO Women OF COoLOor. wWHen we
DO IT, IT'S JUST Seen as anary anb DISOrberty. BY UsIiNG
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CriTiCat FaBuLaTIioON TO ILLumMminate THe STOory OF ESTHer
Brown, a younac aueer BLaCK woman wHO GOT
arresTtebD IN 1910s Hareem, NY bue TO THe FacCT sHe Was
WalLKING DOWMN THe sTreeT WITH NO Man BY Her sibe TO
‘aCccounT” FOIr Her, ON CHarces o POTeNTIauTy TO Be a
ProsTiTuTe. ReabING THIS essay mabe me reatlze HOwW
rabliCat THe IDea OfF SImMPLY eXISTING Can Be.
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ANXIETY // DEPRESSION // RAGE

I WanT TO Bellve INn a cCounTry WHICH SUPPOINTS
resPeCTsS anb INcCLubes seX WOrKers, THe POOT,
MINOriTIesS, THe Queer CoOommuniTy, eTC. | WantT a WoOoreb
wHere everyone’s volCce Has THe pPoTenTiat TO Be
welGHeD eQUaltly. UNnFortunartely, I've Been LemT bown
SO Many Times THaT | DON'T See THe vVatue IN aBIDING BY
THe Mmorat Ccobes OF a POLITICat sysTem WHICH THINKS
IT HAS THe INGHT TO seT exXcLusionary guibetlines on
WHO GeTS TO Live WHaT KINbD OfF LiFe.

THe BUILD UP OF anXleTy IN THe PasT FOUrr Years
HaS GOTTeNn TOO INTense FOIr me TO Feel COMFOrTaBLe
COmMPLYING WITH atlt THe FUNCTIONS THAaT everyone
convinces me are necessard. | Feet LeT bown anb
DISresPeCTeD as a MeXIiCan womxn KNowIiNG THaT
BaBlesS are BelnG KiLLeD BeCause OF WHere THeyre
coming From wHen THIS CounTry CcLalms 1O encourace
DIVersIitTy anbD ImmiGraTtion.

THEe STartT OF MYy CoLLeGe Ccareer was stalineb BY
THe Presibency OfF an unauatlFlieD, racCisT BIGOT.

| DONT KNOW WHeNn | BeCame sO anary anb
resenTrFuUL.

MayBe MYy WOrk wWouuelb Be DIFFerenT IF | Wasn'T sO
emaoTionacl.
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ART AS A VEHICLE FOR POLITICaAQlL MOBILIZATION

AT IS THe FOUMNDAaTIoOn FOr
ProGgressive THOUGHT. AT serves as
a FOrm OfF souiDaritTy 1O THe
communiTies IT sPeaks On anb
emerGces From. Art creartes a birecCT
MoDeL, From INbiviDuatb TO PUBLIC, OF
SadylinG "WHarT |- We Trieb THINGS THIS
wWad?" Art Is THe FOoOuUnDaTIion FOor
ProTesT. Art serves as a blGesTIBLe
Wayd OF eXPressinGg Human
SMmMOTIONS. Arm IS THe Narrartive OF ITS
cregator. Art reFLecCTs THe sOCIlal
DYMNamMICSsS OF THe sOCIieTIeS IT
emerages From. ArmtT Is onty as GooD
adsS IT'S CONTEXT. Art Is THe
cumulLaTive Balance OfF expPerience,
SMmaoTION, Narrartive, anb INFOrmartTion.
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THINGS | MADE & WHY | MADE THEM

I WIroTe you THIS LeTTer sO | CcouLb SHOW YOoOu atl
THe art | mabe aBOUT IT.

| TOOK alLl THe anXleTy, sabness, anb raGge anb LeT
THe WOIrK Carryg THose emaoTions.

I WenT From TryinG 1O mMmarke ouTsiDers unberstanb
TO reasserTinG THatT my aublence IS Queer, THedre
meXiCan, THeyYre WomxXn, THey T re ImmicranTs, anb We
alLreaby KNow HOW TerriBLe THINGS are amnb Can Be, We
LiveD THIroOuGH IT. SO | SHIFTED MY PersPeCTIive TO ONne OfF
empPpowermenT, ONne THAaT Makes THe art we always
wamnTeD BUT never Learnebdb aBOUT 1IN sCHOOL O saw OnN

DISPLayY aT THe MeTropPoLITan Museum OF ArT.

THemes

o DENTITY

e LaBOI

o Sc&XUalUTy
o ProTEsT
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I Mabe HeaD TO TOe BODY SUITS OUT OF FeLT anb
cattebD THem POWER SUITS. THeY are ucgLY anb HasTILY
Mmabe. THeY Provibe THe wearer WITH aBsoLUuTe
anNoNYMITY BeCause IT'S NO secreT THAaT pPresenTinGg a
(FIG. 1) cerrtan way wHiLte WalKING
DOWN THe STreeT Can Be
DanGcerous, sHouLb Yyou
NOT Be WHITe STralGHT anb
Cls. THe rebunbancy wiTH
THIS PleCe IS HOW
UuncomeFOortTaBLe anb HOT
THe SUITS are. wearinag
THem rerFLeCTsS THe GamBLe
THAaT IS OFTen mabe BY
IMMIGranNTS OF CHOOSING
BeTweern ComerFOortT anb

FreebDOm. ALL SUITS Came

WITH FacCe maskKs (FIG. 2)

WITH ONLY a MOUTH ZIPPer

anb are Tear Gas reabyd WITH

THe accompPanimenT OF a

LaCe DeCorartebD resrPIiraTtor.




I WenT BaCK TO La (FIG. 3)

PiNaTta as a sympBoL

anbD reacizeb THAaT IT

NO LoNGer

represenTtebD mMyselLr

as a vulneraBLe

BelnG wWiLLIinG 10O

SacriFiCe myselLr FOor

THe CaTHarsIis or

OoTHers. FUCK THAarT.

concreTe Pinarta.

(FIG. 4 BATON)

| Mabe POLICe BaTon,
Banbarna & wHeatT PasTe OUT OfF
SILICONe BeCause | wanrteb
THeM TO LOOK LIKe DILDOS. THe
Bartons were presenTteb IN a
POOL OF WHeaT PasTe ONn a
Banbana WITH a MeXiCan FLaa
PrinT. THe INSPIraTion FOr THIS

PleCe was Drawn ~rom
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La CHICa BOOM'S TAPaTlo COCK WHICH TO MmMe, eRPIToOmizeb

atl THe PartTs oF My IDenNTITY | Hab CcOoNsTanNTLy Trieb TO
sePerarte FOr THe sake OF mMakinG my art DIGeSTIBLEe.
THIS PleCe NOT ONuY DbeGrabes THe POLICe Barton, an
OBJeCT WHICH Has Been useb as a TOOL FOr PHYSICal
anbD SseXual vVioLence BUT aLsO CallLs TO THemes OfF
Queer IDeNTITY (STrakP ON DILDOS) anbD ProTesT THrouGH
THe use OF WHeaT PasTe. WwHeaT PasTe IS a
PartTiCcuLarty INnrteresTtinGg Part OF my PracTiCe FOr
severatL reasons. I'"Mm maosT INTeresTteb 1IN THe
conNTeXTual Duallty OfF IT. WHen cooGLeD 1IN enGLuisH IT
IS OFTen assoclarteb WITH
ProPaGanba anb rererrebdb
TO as "MarXIsT GgLue’, wHen
GOOGLED IN sPanisH IT'S
rerFerreb TO as "aGgrubo”
anbD WILL LIKelLY Leab Yyou
TO recipes on How 10O
Makke PIiNnaTa GLue. THaT
anb THe FacCT THaT IT
LOOKS LIKe Cum.

(FIG. 5)
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http://www.xandraibarra.com/tapatio-cock/

(FIG. 6)

| mabe a QuILT
OF 20 BanDanas
THaT COST $1
eacH WITH TexT
ON BOTH sIDes.
one sipe IN

| BLaACK sHarpie
reaps "$20

GoLben sHowerr

WHICH IS THE
TITLe OF THIS PleCe. THe OTHer sibe 1IN more suBTLe
yelLOW PalintT marKer says "1 useb IT ON THIS sCulLPTure”
MY INTENTION Here IS TO TalK aBOUT seX anb LaBor,
BOTH IN Terms OF my LaTinXx IDenTITyY as welLlk as In
respeCT TO THe art worleb. IN THe PasT | Have DealT
WITH THemes OfF Femacte ImmiGranT LaBOr DYnamics In
coNnTrasT TO THOSe OF AmeriCcan WHITe mate. THIS PleCe
carries ouT THOSe THemes 1IN a more speCi~IC wayd anb
WITHOUT THe NeebD FOI JUXTaPOSITION. THe Banbana Has
Been an ImpPortanT sYmBOL FOr me BeCause I've seen

THem usebD as Hallrf aCcessories BY manyd wWormxXxn
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THIrIOUGHOUT MY LIFe, THIS IS FOIr BOTH aesTHeTIC anbD
ProTecCTIivVe PUrPOses. AS | GOT OoLber THe SsYMmBOL OF THe
Banbarna aLtso resonarteb WITH me BeCause IT
reFerences Hamnky cobe. WITH THe Banbana | am aBLe
TO TAlK aBOUT BelnNG HISPanIC
anb AQueer WHILe abbIiNGg THe
CONTEXT OF seX WOrK. THIS
PleCe IS DYeD yellLow, WHICH IS
represenTartive OF GoLben
SHOwWersS IN Hanky Ccobe. THIS
PleCe IS Very persornat 1O me,
I'T TAQLKS aBOUT THe way my

« BODY Has ParrTiCiPaTeDb IN

LaBOr: THe vatue OfF THaT, anb

THe IDea THAaT seX WOIrK

(FIG 7.) anbD art WOrk Have Ccome 10 Be sYnonymaous
FOIr me IN THAaT BOTH Feel SImuLTaneoustyY exXPLOITIVe
anb empPpoOowerinGg. A QUesTION I've GOTTenN 1IN THe PasT
aBOUT THIS PleCe IS WHAaT roLe BelnG aQueer Has In a
HeTeronormarTtlive BDSM DUnGeon. | DONT Have an

answer ToO THIS BeCause | CONSTanTLy asKkK myselLr~ THaT

TOO.
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MY LasST PleCe as an unbercgrabuarte was a
PerFoOrmance PleCe cacLlebD [ altwayds Krnew | was a
SLUT// "GOOD GIRLS", GENDER, SOCIAL CLASS AND SLUT
DISCOURSE ON CAMPUS. IT
was InskPireb BY AmBer
HaWK SWansomn's
‘Feminisme?” ProJeCT N
COrguncTIOon WITH an
essay WHICH sTubDles THe
reLaTloONsHIP BeTween

face anb soOClal CLass TO

someone’s POTenTIalTy TO Be Cconsibereb a SLUT. (FiGg 8.
THEe PleCe Wwas 8 minuTtes OfF varying sexuatl scenes
INCLUDING SHOTS OF Mme MmasTurBaTinG/CamminGg WITH a
LUCHaDOr mask, Tieb IN BOMNDaGe, anb TeaCHING a CcLass
OoN WHY I'm a stuUT, WHILe reabInNG THe essay arFTter
WHICH THe PleCe IS TITLeD. THIS Was a Flnat PUBLIC
rectalm OoF my BODY. BY COMBINING THE WOrLbs Of
aCabemig, artT, anb seX, | HOPe TO make a stTaremenT
aBOUT WHere tTHOSe WOoreLbs overtaPr anb HOW THe
Pre1Tenses WITHIN THAaT vary bePenbDIinG ON race,

PerFormarTive Genber, anb sOClat CLass.
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LIST OF INSPIRATION

ACTIONS, VITrines, arnb EAVIFoNMenTsS BY JOSePH
Beuys (PerFormance series)

‘GOOD GIFrLSs, Genber, sociat cLass, arib stuTt
DISCourse or1 carmpPus BY ELIZaBeTH AL ArmsTrong,
Laura 7. HamiLToOn, ELiZaBeTH M. ArmsTronag, anb J.
LOTUS seely (essay)

THe ArarcHY OfF CcoLorebD GIrts assermBsLeD I a
RIOTOUS manner BY salbyYa Hartman (essay)

THe Feminisme? ProJectT BY AMmMBelr HaWwK SwWanson
(PerFormance)

INDIGUINTITO BY NAQO BUSTamMenTe (PerFormance)

STrarP-Orn Harnesses, 71ar,artlio COCK, SPIC Joulssarice

BOTTLEe anND BOXeS BY XanbDra IBarra (axka La CHICa
BOOM) (sCULPTUre)

BUT [ STILL LOVEe YOoU (always) BY Jesus BenevenTe

(PerFoOrmance/instacLaTion)
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PROTEST MANIFESTO

AS JUDITH BUTLEr sTartes In NOTes TOWwWarbos a
PerFormarTive THeOry OF AsSsemBLY: "we THe PeOPrPLe” --
THOUGHTS Or FreebDOIrT OF ASselmBLY, WHen IT Comes 10O
THEe IDea OF ProtTesT THere Is NoO concreTe wayd 10
Derlne WHO IS a ParTICIPanT Or WHaT "ProtTesT’ LOOKS
LIRKe. THererore | ProPOse abOPTING THe Term ProTesT
as a sTarte OfF Belng, WHICH Can Be useb TO DescriBe
THe aCT OF ONGOING reJeCTIon OF THe SYsTems THAaT
DON'T WOIrK FOIr You sPeCiFICally.

| PrOPOSEe a reGime OfF ProtTesT WHICH DellBerartely
LeaKsS "exXCLusive” INFOrmaTion TO THe PeOPLe IT SPeaks
ON. MakKING TUTOoOriaLs, summarizZing TexXTs, LeakIiNnGg PDFS,
SHarinG Your INSTITUTIONaL LoGIN crepenTlals TO
SPreab THe aCCcess, UsIiNG voCaBulLary everyone can
unbersTanbD. THere IS more vacue In a socieTy WHICH
PrioriTizes INntTerpersoOnat ConnNecTionNs anb resPeCT FOor
THe ealrlTH ratHer THan THe skPeeb OF ProbucCTion amb
neebD FOIr POWwWer. | reFUuse TO COmMPLY WITH a counTry
WHICH DOesSN'T See any FauLT IN TeaCHING HOW WIronag
concenTrartion camps were 1IN 1930 Germany BuT
DOesSN'T seem TO MIiND IT NOW WHeNn THe Prisoners are
HISPanIC 1IN 2020 uNitTebD SsTaTtes OF America.

| PrOoOPOSe everyone THINKS aBOUT THelr LiFe anb

WHere THeY are anb WHY THeUYTre THere. THIS Calls FOr
INsTances OfF PriviLeGe anb OPPression anmb THe raTlo
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OF THeSe TWO IN any alven INstTance Is Larcely
INFOrMeD BY IDenNTITY.

THererore, | NO LonNnGer Glive a FUCK aBOUT THe
SOClat Oorper Oor Norms OfF a socleTy WHICH CONsTanTLy
Break my Hear . I'm Tireb OfF BelnG Leb On anb TOLD
THAaT THINGS WILL GeT BeTTer BUT THeY DON'T anb THeY
ReeP HaPPeninG BUT We STOP HealrllnG aBouT THem. | No
LONGer GlIve a FUCK aBOUT anyTHING.

I WILL SHare FliLes anb resources arnb make my
Peelrs aware OfF THellr rGHTS WHeN | see THeMm BelnG
Tarern abvantace Of. I'm altwads GOING TO rooT FOr THe
HUMaNISTIC aPProacH even IF IT means FUCKING UP att
OF THe WHITE Mans WOrk on our eConomy. THe sSTOCK
MarKkeT COuULD Nnever mean more 1O me THan Free
aCCess TO HealTH Care, especClatlLy NoT DUrinG a
Panmbemic.

34



| W+ HeglTHCare
bDeserve
| W+ aFFOrrbaBLe HOUSING
Dermarib

' WanT Free access TO ebuCaTtion

' WanT TO GeT PLeasure ouT OfF LIFe

we Want oOur moTHers TO Feel

secure

| WanT SecaS

SarFeTy

SarFeTy

SarFeT Ty
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DIRTY FANTASIES

| DONT Feel a BIT OF remaorse IN UsinGg my sexuaulty
anb MY BODY TO MakKe money O~ THe BOOKS anb FeeDb
I'T BACK INTO THe sYsTem wWHen | Have TO overPray ~Oor
TUITION BeCause MY sCHOLarsHIPS GOT Taken away THe
TIMe | GOT CaUuGHT sellinGg weeb TO Pay FOIr my TulTion. |
NO LONGer suBscriBe TO THe matliClous cycLe WHICH
Promises 10 Generarte exponenTiabt amounTs OF
money on THe CoONDITION THAaT you sSIGN away your
LaBOr TO IT. TO mMe THe IDea OF alLLOWING asTronomiac
aMmounTs OF INTeresT ON sOmeTHING SO FUNnbDamenTat
as ebucCaTion Is siIGNIFICanNTLyY more exXpPLolTive THanm
sexX WOIrkK ever was.

| DONT Care WHO THINKS I'M DISresPeCTFUL BeCause
THeY woulLb Be IrGHT. I'm an a BiseXxual,
anTl-esTaBLIsHMmeNT, anTI-COrporaTion, ImmiGranT sLuT
anbD | Have NO ProBLem makinGg money O~ OF IT.
someTimes | WISH | Careb more aBoOuT STeallnG From
COrprPOraTions or HoPPING THe Traln BUT | DOMNT.
someTimes | WOorry aBouT wHaTtT PeOPLe WOULD THINK
OF Mme anb WHY THINGS are sO OoFTen vaulbaTteb wWHen
money IS atTrtTacHeD. | SPeCIFICaLlLy WOorry aBOUT WHaT
MYy MoOom woulLbD THINK. PartT OoF me THINKS sHe woulD
Cryg KNowing HoOwW mucH anager I've aLLowebD TO Brew In
MYy STOMacCH over THe Years. Part OF me HOPEeS SHe
WoOouLD unberstanb mYy FrusTraTion anb my
FasCiNaTion WITH FUCKING SHIT UP IS rooTeD 1IN BelNnG LeT
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DOWMN SO OFTeNn anb NeebING TO reassertT my
auTONOMY anbD LeT PeOPLe KNOW THAT I'D ratHer Be
TrasHY, rube, anb DISresPeCTFUL THamn 1O ever Be Tarken

abvanTtaGe OfF ever aGaln.

| KNOW WHaT | beserve now

I WILL NOT STamb FOr LessS

| KNOW WHAaT SelLfr resPeCT means now

| really HOPe YOU Ccare

| HOPE THIS WILL alLl make sense one bay

IlLOVeyOoOuBaByYPLEeaseBesare
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INDEX OF PHOTOGRAPHED ARTWORK

1. POWeEr SUITS (2020) TeXTILe, Lace & FOUND OBJeCT

2. POwer SUIT DeTaiL (2020) TeEXTILe, Lace & FOUND
oBJeCT

3. concreTe PInaTa (2020) coNncreTe, CcHaln

4. BAQTON, Banbahna & wHeaT PasTe (2020) SILICONeg,
FOUND OBJeCT, HOmMmemabe wHearT PasTe

5. BAQTON, BanbDahna & wHeaT PasTe DeTa/Ll (2020)
SILICONe, FOUND OBJEeCT, HOmMmemabe wHeaT PasTe

6. $20 GOoLDen sHower (2020) HanNb-DYeDb Banbanas,
resin, PainT Marrer

7. $20 GOLDen sHower DeTal/Ll (2020) Hanb-DyYyeDb
Banmbanas, resin, PalintT Marrer

8. lalwads KNnew | was a SLUT // GOOD GIrLs,
GenbDer, SOClal CLAass & SLUT DIsCourse on

campPus (2020) 8 MINUTe PerFormance
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