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@ 02:00

O

Thil?k—Aloud: Think of a time when you went
somewhere new and didn’t know anybody there.
How did you feel in this unfamiliar place with
unfamiliar people?

After 2 min...

Share-Out: Please share out your thoughts!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iZg1xBW4tA

KWL Chart: Prior knowledge & Goals
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Why...?

16% (~140,000) of students enrolled in NYC public schools identified
as ELLs in 2021

Our district (Queens) has the highest percent of ELLs (~32% or 47,000
students)

Specifically, district #25 had 104 SIFE students enrolled last year

Spanish and Chinese were the most common home languages of ELLs

NYCDOE, 2021; NYSED, 2022



Requirements of SIFE-labeled student:

Definition: Students with Interrupted/Inconsistent Formal Education (SIFE)

ELL who has
attended school in 2 O IROre gra.de 2 or more grade
the U.S. less than 12 LeVels belowin levels below in
months home language ik

NYSED, 2019



Possible differences between ELLs and SIFEs

ELLs

SIFEs

e An English-language learner with
consistent education

e Likely has literacy skills in native
language

e Likely has background on school
structure and norms

e Has academic skills that can be
transferred into English

e Possibly has social/emotional
issues depending on nature of
move

An English-language learner with
inconsistent/interrupted education
Likely has little to no literacy in
native language

Likely has little to no background on
school structure and norms, has
possibly never attended school before
Has little to no academic skills for
their age

Very likely has social/emotional
issues including PTSD

Custodio and O’Loughlin, 2020; Newcomer et al., 2021; Niehaus et al., 2017



Characteristics of SIFEs

Weak academic skills due to limited or inadequate formal schooling
Have needs that traditional ESL and bilingual programs can’t or don’t meet

Have low or sometimes even no literacy skills in their first language and/or in
English, and have little academic content-area knowledge

Are socially and psychologically isolated from mainstream students

Need approaches and materials that will help them catch up to and compete
with mainstream students

Are at-risk of failing or dropping out of school

Custodio and O’Loughlin, 2020



Characteristics Ct'd.

OCIAL
ﬁ'ﬁ, | MOTIONAL
LEARNING

Economics Sociability Academia Behavioral

e Many SIFE students e May struggle to e Gapsin schooling e PTSD, war-torn

live in poverty follow school norms, leads to significant countries, and
e May work jobs to leading to isolation struggles to perform displacement may
support families in and dissociation on-grade level lead to disruptions
U.S or home country from peers e Many curriculums and shutting down

not suited for SIFEs
needs and goals

Newcomer et al., 2021; Niehaus et al., 2017



KWL Chart: Reflection
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Takeaways: Surprises, anticipated
challenges in the classroom

Think-Pair-Share: How can we use what we learned today to make
informed decisions in our classroom?

What challenges do you anticipate to expect in your classroom

knowing you will have a SIFE student?




What can we do? -Best practices-

Get to know students on a deeper level, form connections, build
relationships

Use SEL (Social Emotional Learning) strategies in your classroom
Offer supports in and out of school

Create a culturally responsive classroom

Be empathetic toward students

Build a bridge between classroom and home life (more on this
tomorrow)

Cohan and Honigsfeld, 2017



Thank you!

Please meet tomorrow in the library at 9am

for our first round of open-house with
families!
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Open-House
Event

Welcome Families! @

Presenter. Casey Nemeroff

September 6, 2023



Today's Schedule:

9:00-9:05

9:05-9:15

9:15-9:30

9:30-9:40

9:40-9:45

Meet and greet with teachers and staff
Tour of school/Scavenger Hunt
Graduation Requirements

Q&A for families

Paperwork

3




6th Grade

Ms. Nemeroff (Math)
Ms. Cohen (ELA)

Mr. Schon (Social
Studies)

Mr. D’Sa (Science)

Meet & Greet

7th Grade

Ms. DeVita (Math)
Ms. Lu (ELA)

Ms. Ragnauth (Social
Studies)

Mr. Tsao (Science)

s8th Grade

Ms. Sue (Math)
Ms. Comrie (ELA)

Ms. Perez (Social
Studies)

Mr. Stone (Science)

Specials
Ms. Levine (Art)
Ms. Kesten (Library)
Mr. Sotsky (Gym)

Ms. Cherrington
(Music)

Other Staff

Ms. Klager
(Principal)

Ms. Brenda (Office
Staff)

Ms. Jessie (Guidance)

Ms. K (Social
Worker)
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Place a checkmcrk\/ next to each item you find.
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LT 1T AT
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[] Boy's Bathroom [ Girl's Bathroom

[ ] ] [ ]
(baro de chicos) *lw (baro de chicas) * w
[] water Fountain @ [ Lockers
(fuente de agua) r‘ (casillero) I I

[] Music Room : [C] Main Entrance L
(sala de musica) Jj (entrada principal) %I
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Graduation Requirements Dy

To be successful in high school, you must meet the requirements below to
move up from middle school:

e A passing grade (65 or above) in each of the content areas; English, Math,
Science, Social Studies, Physical Education, Health, The Arts, and Library

e Passing grade (Level 2 and above) on the NYS Examinations (Math and ELA),
or attendance in an extended school-year program for those subjects

% High School Applications: You must apply to high school, which our guidance

counselors will assist you and your families with.
o For specialized high schools, you must submit a SHSAT (Specialized High
School Admissions Test) along with you application.







