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Agenda of PD
● Introduction to the issue:

○ What is the issue?
○ Definition of the issue

● Discussion of the issue:
○ Introduce the issue
○ Who the issue affects

● Solutions to the issue
○ How to educate ELLs
○ Effective teaching strategies
○ Effective lesson planning strategies 
○ Advocating for ELLs- advocacy program
○ Weekly check-ups

● Wrap up and moving forward
○ Google form



Introduction to the issue



What is the issue?

Unequal education 

What does equal education mean to YOU?



Jamboard



What is the issue?

Unequal education “is the unequal distribution of 
academic resources, including school funding, 
experienced teachers, textbooks, and technology”.
Educators4sc.org

- Unequal education for  English language learners (ELLs) 
“happens daily at St. Anthony’s High School, and many may 
not even know this is happening”.



Problem: Unequal Education for ELLs
According to Linville and Whiting (2019), 

having a learning environment which 

provides equal opportunities to all 

students, including ELLs, will allow 

minority students to feel as if their voices 

are being heard, which ultimately shows 

that the students feel comfortable in the 

environment that they are 



Who this issue affects



Introduction to the issue
Who

English language learners 
(ELLs) in our school & 
across the U.S. as their 
population is rapidly 

increasing.

What
All students deserve an 

equal right to education, but 
it because an issue when 
ELLs do not receive that 

equality.

When
Changes must be 

implemented beginning 
now as the new school 

year has begun.

Where
Saint Anthony’s High 

School, South 
Huntington, NY.

Why
To ensure that ELLs receive 
an adequate education and 
to prevent the issue from 

becoming worse.

How
Through many techniques 
we will implement in the 

classroom this year.



English Language Learners (ELLs)

Who are ELLs???



English Language Learners (ELLs)
Who are ELLs???

ELLs are one of the most rapidly 
growing populations of 

students across the United 
States (Lachance et al., 2019).

ELLs are a diverse group of 
students who are learning 

English as a new language in 
school (Colorincolorado.org).



How the issue affects our ELLs at St. 
Anthony’s

Unequal 
education for 

ELLs

Achievement gaps 
(Linville, 2020).

Fall behind their peers.

Unprepared for the 
future (Reeves, 2004).





Solutions to the issue
Properly educating ELLs in the mainstream 

classroom



Properly educating ELLs in the 
mainstream classroom

What do you think is important to do when you have ELLs 
in your general education classes to ensure that you are 
properly educating and providing them with an equal 

education?



Solutions

Properly 
educating 

ELLs in the 
Mainstream 
Classroom

Scaffolding

Differentiating

Proper 
Planning

Advocating

Checking in



Differentiation
Differentiation is defined by Heacox 
and Strickland (2012) as changing the 
pace, level, or type of instruction that 

is taught based on students’ 
individual needs.

Classes with ELLs may have ELLs 
who are at different levels than each 

other. Differentiating for these 
students is important.

When ELLs learn new academic content 
in English, they are doing “double the 
work” because they are learning in a 

language that is new to them (Baecher, 
2011).



Differentiation Strategies

Adapted from Teachthought.com



Scaffolding 
Scaffolding instruction is a form of 

differentiation that is a key component of 
effective teaching and is part of the Zone of 

Proximal Development (Vygotsky, 1978). 

Scaffolding holds the potential to support 
learning which can facilitate student 

development if done within the student’s 
Zone of Proximal Development (Taber, 

2018).



Scaffolding 

Discussion: Discuss a lesson that you would 
like to teach your class, which has some ELLs in 
it. Come up with an assignment for the lesson, 
and think about how you would scaffold if for 

the ELLs to help them complete the 
assignment.

Each group will share



Differentiation & 
Scaffolding

 Ford (2019) explains that great teachers recognize their 

students’ differences and understand how having a 

diverse class can affect learning in the classroom and 

they make the proper adjustments by differentiating and 

scaffolding instruction.



Padlet



ELL lesson plan template
Question: What is our current lesson plan template for ELLs in our 

school?

Answer: We do not have one

Question: Do we have regular lesson plan template for our school?

Answer: Yes



Regular Lesson Plan Template



ELL lesson plan template

Discussion: What should be the difference between the lesson 
plans we create NOW and the lesson plans we should be creating 

in order to give ELLs a proper education?



Components of Lesson Planning for ELLs

Language Objectives

Content Objectives

Differentiation for language learners

Accommodating ELLs

Prior background knowledge

Backup plan

Scaffolding



Lesson Planning for ELLs
Despite the growing population of 
English language learners (ELLs), 
mainstream teachers do not feel 

prepared to meet their needs 
(Lucas, 2011).

Usually, teachers will prepare their lessons for 
non-ELL students, and then later they will attempt 

to make accommodations to their plans to meet 
the needs of ELLs (Meyer, Rose & Gordon, 2014). 
However, teachers might actually find it easier to 

consider reversing the order sometimes. They can 
plan for ELLs and then make changes to the 
lessons, as necessary, to meet the needs of 

non-ELL students.



Lesson Planning for ELLs



Lesson Planning for ELLs



Advocating for ELLs



Advocating for ELLs

Advocating for ELLs means “turning 
your passion into action” (Garcia et 

al., 2015).

Being an advocate means watching 
out for your students and making sure 

they are receiving a fair education.
As defined by Fenner (2014), 

advocacy is “working for ELLs’ 
equitable and excellent 

education by taking appropriate 
actions on their behalf” (p. 8).Listen to your students and 

understand what they need, focus on 
your students, and speak up for what 

is right and what your students 
deserve if they are not receiving the 

equality that they deserve.

Keep in contact with other teachers 
within their department to ensure that 

everyone is utilizing the proper 
strategies to educate ELLs.



Advocating for ELLs

What are some other ways that 
you believe we can advocate for 

our ELLs?



Advocacy Program Information
For the 2022-2023 school year, we are rolling out a 

brand new program for advocacy.

- Responsibility of mentoring an 
ELL student and making sure this 

student is receiving an equal 
education

- Reach out to the ELL’s content teachers 
to find out how the student is doing in 

their class and try and see how they can 
better help them.

- Reach out to the ELL’s parents and learn 
about the student’s home life and report 
back to the student’s content teachers 

about any important information.

- Overall goal: To make sure that ELLs 
are feeling welcome and feeling 

supported in their school. 



Advocacy Program Sign up Sheet



Checking-up on ELLs
Completing weekly or bi-weekly 
check-ins with your students is a 

great way to get information about 
your students and how they are 
doing physically, mentally, and 

academically.
Check ins are a great way to get 

feedback and to quickly figure out if 
any students need help with anything.

Checking in with ELLs can help to 
ensure that they do not feel lonely or 

isolated.



Checking-up on ELLs

What are some questions that you 
have included in a weekly check in, 

or what are some questions you 
believe are great ones to include in 

check-ins for ELLs? 



Weekly check in form for ELLs 



Wrap up & Follow up



Google form follow up



Thank you all!!!
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