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Research-Based Strategies for 
Newcomers in the Mainstream 

Classroom

By: Melissa E. González

Bilingual Special Education Teacher

Rochester City School District

Enrico Fermi School No. 17



Agenda: 



Learning Targets:

I can explain the difference between an 
English Language Learner and a Newcomer 
student.

I can incorporate one new strategy to 
implement in my classroom with my 
Newcomer students.



Self-Survey: Please take 5 minutes to complete 



Who are the Newcomer students in 
our classroom?

 students who are English Language Learners and are new to the 
United States and arrive with limited or interrupted formal 

schooling



Challenges Newcomers face: 

Experiencing culture shock
Over-classification of ELLs to Special 

Education (The lack of research specific to Newcomers)

Higher rate of drop-outs (Newcomers grouped with ELLs)

Placed with teachers who are not qualified to 
teach to their needs 



What does research say about 
Culture Shock?  

Culture Shock is a “process that someone goes through 
as he or she is experiencing a new, unfamiliar situation or 
environment that requires developing new modes of 
representation and new perspectives on self, others, and 
the environment” (Cupsa, 2018, p. 185). 

 According to Washburn (2008), “confusion is a natural 
response to a new system when people do not know 
how they are supposed to act or what they are 
expected to do” (p.248). 

Cupsa (2018) describes culture shock as being “like a fish 
out of water.”



What does research say about 
Over-classification of ELLs? 

 Low performance or progression of ELLs in 
the classroom can lead to over classification 
for Special Education services.

 Artiles & Ortiz (2002) state that ELLs with 
the least amount of language support in 
schools are more likely to be referred to 
special education and less likely to graduate 
with a high school diploma. 

Why???



What does research say about ELLs 
and high school drop-out rates? 
 The Rochester City School District‘s 

graduation rate for English Language 
Learners in 2016 was a total of 37 (17%) 
students who graduated from RCSD with
a diploma of some sort.  

 In 2017, the graduation rate for English 
language Learners was 52 (20%) out of a 
total of 254. Only 23 (9%) ELLs 
graduated with a regents diploma. The 
drop-out rate for English Language 
Learners in the RCSD district in 2016 was 
93 (43%). In 2017, the number of 
dropouts decreased to 103 (41%).



What does research say about 
unqualified teachers? 

 According to Fernandez & Inserra (2013), 
“ELLs spend the majority of their 
schooling with mainstream teachers who 
are not certified in ESL and have little to 
no training on how to support ELLs” (p.3). 
Spending so much time with a teacher who 
is not trained on how to support the needs 
of an ELL, as well as dealing with the 
pressure of passing a state assessment, can 
lead to serious problems for English 
Language Learners. 

 “Teachers can best support Newcomers by 
learning about their cultures, families, and 
backgrounds” (Musetti et al., 2009, p.96). 
Newcomers need teachers who will 
advocate for and with them through caring 
while promoting flexibility, patience and 
creativity. 



Group Activity…

 How difficult was it to complete the task?
 What strategies did you use to communicate with your team? 
 How did it make you feel, not being able to use your first language?

(5 minutes)

Turn and talk… 

 With your table members, you must build a structure using 20 plastic 
straws and masking tape. You cannot speak in your dominant language 
during this activity. If you do not know another language, you cannot 
speak at all. The structure that is able to hold the weight of one textbook 
wins the game. You have 10 minutes. 

Ready. Set. Go!  



YouTube Video: 
What to do first: Creating a welcoming 

environment for ELLs



Any thoughts about the video? 
Take a post-it note from your table and 

write down what you do in your 
classroom to make your Newcomers 
(or ELLs) feel welcomed and part of 
the classroom community. 

Let’s 
share 
out!!!



Take-home Manual of 
Strategies for the Classroom!!

 Take 5 minutes to 
look through the 
manual. 

 Choose 1 strategy 
you think you 
would implement 
in your classroom. 



Exit ticket: Please take 5 minutes to complete 

Only the first and 
last section need to 

be filled out!
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