
































































































































































Land of the Senecas 
by Arch Merrill 

~merican Book-Stratford Press 
New York 1947 
Junior High 147 pages 

While actually being part of a historical series about 

Western New York, Land of the Senecas is very informative and 

paints an excellent picture of Sene~a culture. However, the 

value of the whole is at least partially offset by the use of 

stereotypic language and biased sources. 

All aspects of Seneca life are explored in superb depth, 

including religion and Creation Myth, diet and foodgetting, 

sex roles, clan, kinship, and the longhouse. MGre ·importantly, 

they are presented as an exceptional group of human beings, 

whose power and ability forced even the great nations of Europe 

to take notice. Characteristics which make the Seneca unique, 

and display their high level of advancement, are liberally 

stressed by the author. Of the rights of women, for example, 

he writes, "It is worthy of mention that lo:q.g before Susan 

B. Anthony's time, women had the right to vote in Iroquois 

councils," 
.., 

while the famous Iroquois Confederacy is given 

well-deserved credit as a model for the American Constitution. 

And it is one of the marvels of the ages that a primitive 
forest people established, probably a century before white 
feet touched American shores, a system of government that 
is not unlike our Federal Union and maintained, long 
before Woodrow Wilson, a League of Nations that worked •••• 
The Great Law assured free speech, religious liberty, 
the right to bear arms and security of each citizen 
in his person and property. Do the words have a familiar 
ring? Read the Bill of Rights of the American Constitution 
and ,;reflect that it was adoptea. three centuries after the 
Great Law of the Iroquois. 

Unfortunately, the above passage also reflects the deep 

inconsistency o~ this book. It is incompreh~nsible how a 

nation could have developed a democratic form of government 
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adv.anced centuries into the future while, at the same time, 

bestowing equal rights to its female members who were then 

oppressed nearly everywhere else, and still be called a 

"primitive forest people." Yet, this unjustified and stereo­

typic phraseology is common throughout Land of the Senecas. 

In another typical example, the intricate system 9f Iroquois 

trails crisscrossing New York State is described as "crude." 

In reality, they were advanced enough to provide invaluable 

service for incoming white settlers, and later became the 

backbone of the early road network. 

Even more disturbing is the reliance upon biased and 

exaggerated reports of early explorers, that tend to greatly 

reinforce the stereotype savage Indian. The following one 

is objectionable not simply due to inaccuracy, but because it 

lacks any qualification that torture was common at that time, 

and practiced as much by white men. 

The 18th, going to Conagaro, we overtook ye prisoners. 
When ye soldiers (Seneca warriors) saw us they stopped 
each prisoner and made him sing and cut off their 
fingers and slashed their bodies with a knife and when 
they had sung, each man confessed how many men in his 
time he had killed. That day at Conagaro there were 
most cruelly burnt four men, four women, and a boy. 

The author's conclusi·on completes this distressing pattern 

of ethnocentric thought. In it' he contends that the downfall 

of Iroquois culture was an inevitable, if not necessary, 

ingredient of white progress, and hints that this fate was 

both deserved and justified. 

The Indian stodd in the way of the white man's empire 
building march and the Indians had to give way. That 
was written in the stars from the moment the first 
European boot pressed down American earth and in,their 
bones the Indians knew it. They lost the Seneca homeland 
the same way they got it - through warfare. 
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Chief Joseph: Guardian of His People 
by Elizabeth Rider Montgomery 

Garrad Publishing Co. 
Champaign, Ill. 1970 
Primary 80 pages 

Like other selections in this series of biographies 

concerning Native American leaders, Chief Joseph features 

an introductory page followed by a map. which provides a good 

cultural, historical, and geographical overview of the Nez 

Perce. This is then reinforced by the text itself~ which 

includes a c~mpetent coverage of that tribe's politics, eco­

nomics, and religion, particularly in the form of Joseph's 

vision quest. 

By this method it is made very clear to the read~r 

that the Nez Perce were a. peaceloving people. Like most 

Native Americans, they saw the land as unsellable, since it 

was made by the Great Spirit for all to enjoy. No chief had 

the power to change this', or force the people to do anything 

against their will. Yet, even after whites had settled their 

land, Chief Joseph never had to force the desire fQr peace 

upon them. 

Chief Joseuh: Guardian of His Peoule is good for students 

to read for this exact reason, not only because it glorifies 

a genuine hero, but for exposure to a genuinely peaceful 

Native American society in the face of inaccurate misconceptions 

about Indians. Moreover, this notion is strengthened as the 

Nez Perce hold their resolve in the face o'f barbaric depreda­

tions perpetrated by the new settlers, whose unfair laws left 

them free to murder and pillage. 

The white man's law puzzled Joseph. If an Indian killed 
a settler or stole from him, the Indian was punished. 

· But a white man could steal from an Indian or kill him, 
and nothing was done. There seemed to be one law for 
Indians and another for white men. 
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Likewise, students see the facade of injustice behind the crooked 

treaties with which America stole Nez Perce land, as one chief 

is bribed and his consent used to force the removal of all. 

One of the commissioners turned to 9hief Lawyer. 
"What do you say to this new treaty'?" he asked. Lawyer's 

land would not be affected by the new treaty. 
"Yes," said Lawyer, "I accept the new treaty." 
The commissioner said, "Lawyer speaks for all the Nez 

Perce." Joseph rose.... . 
"Lawyer cannot sell what is not his." 

The First Book of Indian Wars 
by Richard B. Morris 

Franklin Watts Inc. 
New York 1959 
Elementary 78 pages 

The First Book of Indian Wars is very poorly conceived, 

organized, and inundated with~the most drastically inaccurate 

stereotypic reasoning. In less than five pages quick geo­

graphical/cultural sketches are made of the Pueblo, Iroquois, 

Algonquian, and five civilized tribes of the Southwest. 

These are less than inadequate, and seem calculated to destroy 

the true Native American image. The Iroquois, for example, 

are characterized as fierce, ruthless, cruel, and warlike. 

Yet, there is not one mention of their advanced political 

system or sexual equality. Worse, very little is written 

that would make the civilized tribes seem civilized, while 
. 

anti-white events like the "Trail of Tears" are not cited once. 

In his introduction Mr. Morris acknowledges that Indians were 

men of peace, as well as war. He then proceeds to ignore 

this pronouncement and display Native Americans as barbaric 

savages, whose greatest delight were the most fiendish methods 
( 

of torture. In the following example please note how all 

Indians, regardless of tribe or culture, are stereotyped into 
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this image. 

Horrible shrieks from the raiders signalled the attack. 
They might set the enemy's house afire with burning 
arrows •••• Then they would rush in and kill the defenders 
as they rushed from their homes in panic •••• The Indians 
did not spar~ women and children in warfare •••• But when 
they took a prisoner it was chiefly to t'orture him. They 
would tie him to a P.Ole in the middle of their village 
and torture him to death, usually by roasting him slowly 
over a fire. 
(a full page illustrat~on then shows a brave being burned 
at the stake while others dance, revelling at his agony.) 
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Needless to say, the absolutes in this picture are ridiculous. 

Many Native American groups, as only one example, respected 

prisoners of all ages and sexes, even adopting them into the 

tribe. 

These images are rendered even more dam~ging by the author's 

unfair and prejudiced attempts to insulate the white man from 

any hint of wrongdoing. There is no admission, for example, 
' 

that torture was also common among the· settlers, or that 

Europeans were largely responsible for the Indian practice 

of scalping. Moreover, why Native Americans waged war against 

their new neighbors is never really explained, except that 
/ 

Indians liked to fight. TheQwhite's unquenchable desire for 

land is rarely mentioned. It has alre~dy been shown how events 

like the "Trail of Tears" were conveniently stricken from the 

introduction. 

Summaries of the earliest colonial wars reflect this 

twisted interpretation of history. In Virginia ,a few sentences 

devoted to land theft are totally inundated by whole pages 

detailing the ravages of Indian massacres. Then the Puritans 

are actually glorified as heroes, benevolently defending other 

Indians from the unprovoked attacks of animalistic Pequots. 

Throughout, the only Native Americans receiving any praise are 



those "Friendly Indians" who, by becoming traitors to their own 

people, helped the settlers. Perhaps the greatest traves·ty of 

justice appears when the farcical land treaties, by which 

the Native Americans were defrauded of their birthright, are 

actually treated as sincere attempts to end hostilities. 

Instead of fighting the Indians, the English and the 
colonists wisely set about making peac~ with them. 
By treaties they obtained new lands from the Indians •••• " 

The poor organization and biased foundation of the First 

Book of Indian Wars becomes even more obvious when it evolves 

into a white history of the conflicts between France and Eng­

land in America. For nearly half the book Indians are rarely 

even mentioned, as Europeans like James Wolfe, William Johnson, 

or veffrey Amherst become the main characters. When they do 

appear, Native America~s are displayed only as witless pawns 

of the white man. It looks, for example, as though ~ngland 

tricked the Iroquois into war against ~he French. In reality, 

they were exc~llent politicians who proved very adept at the 

defense of their interest. The following is a typical para­

graph from this section of the book. Please not~ its 

complete irrelevance to the topic. 

The English and French colonists had been fighting for 
some two years before England and France declared war 
on each other. This war, which we know as the Fren~h 
and Indians War in America, was called in Europe the 
Seven Year's War. The queen of Auttria, Maria Theresa, 
hoped to regain the province of Silesia which Frederick 
the Great, king of the large German state of Prussia, 
had lately seized. So she joined forces with Russia 
and France against Prussia. England was already fighting 
France in America. But the king of England was also 
ruler of Hanover, a state in Germany. He was afraid 
he would lose Hanover to this new combination of powers. 
So he joined forces with Prussia, his former enemy. 
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Mounds, Towns and Totems 
by Robert Myron 

World Publishing Company 
New York 1966 
Senior High 124 pages 

In his introduction, Robert Myron displays a very impres-

sive understanding about Indian stereotyping in America today. 

The Indian has been subject of more fiction, folklore, 
and films than any other American. Despite his popu­
larity, he remains the least understood and most mis--· 
interpreted of all. Although labeled "Indian," he is 
not from India; although called "Red Man," he is not 
red; although romanticized as "the Noble Savage," his 
behavior has sometimes been neither noble nor savage. 
American Indians are an extraordinary diversity of people 
as individualistic as the ancestors of Americans who 
came from Europe, Asia, or Africa. 

Following up these beliefs, the author crams an un­

believable amount of ·knowledge into 124· pages. He begins 

with archeologically based chapters on the earliest Temple and 

Hopewell mound builders, an area where students get little 

exposure. Coverage of geographical location and time frames 

are excellent. For example 

Along the southern half of the Mississippi River there was 
another Mound Building culture. It was probably born and 
bred of the Hopewell trading outposts. It seems to have 
expanded rapidly in several directions - eastward into 
what is now Georgia, westward to Oklahoma, northward 
into Wisconsin. It may even have reached across the Gulf 
of Mexico into Yucatan and other parts of Middle America. 
Because the settlements were dominated by earthen temples 
atop earthen mounds, archeologists have given the name of 
Temple Mound to this culture, and date it from the end of 
the Ohio Hopewell period to the arrival of the white man, 
that is from A.D. 700 to A.D. 1600. 

The evolution of the Hopi and Zuni in the Southwest from the 

inception of their ancestors, the Anasazi, comes next. Following 

them are the Northwest, Plains and Iroquois of New York. F.a.ch 

group is similarly traced from its origins, and then culturally 

explored to great depth. The ingenious technology of these 

Native Americans, developed through the utilization of nature's 
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bounty, seems particularly well stressed. In this the woman is 

presented as equally important with her male counterpart to the 

survival of their way of life. These two points ~e well illus­

trated in the following passage describing life along the Paci­

fic Coast. 

Salmon, halibut, cod and smelt were caught with fishing 
gear that was ingenious, complex and durable. Fence­
like weirs directed :the fish into traps made of huge 
baskets. There was netting, stitched in many sizes 
and shapes, and fishing poles with many different types 
of hooks •••• While men. perfected the arts of fishing 
and woodworking, the women practiced the arts of basketry 
and weaving. With bark that had been cut and dri~d into 
strips, or shredded into fine threads, they made mats and 
coverings of many kinds. Sometimes wood bark was com­
bined with the wool of the mountain goat and woven on a 
loom into warm blankets. 

Despite the many strong points, Mounds, Towns and Totems 

contains a major drawback for the teacher. As can be inferred 

from the above passage on Temple Mound Builders, the script is 

very deep, utilizing a large variety of complicated scientific 

and archeological terminology. It, therefore, reads like a 

very dry history text, and has little motivational value for 

any but the brightest junior high students. 

Cantive of the Delawares 
by Evelyn Nevin 

Abingdon - Cokesbury Press 
New York 1952 
Elementary/Junior High 127 pages 

This is a fictionalized account based on historical fact, 

describing the adventures of a Quaker girl named Frances Slocum 

who was kidnapped by Delaware Indians in Pennsylvania during 

the American Revolution. There is good portrayal of that 

tribe's nomadic culture, including the travois, a doll dance 

to invoke the Great Spirit, and firehunting, when torches are 
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used to trap deer at night. Moreover, there is an effective 

discussion concerning the horrible effects of white firewater 

on this culture. 

"I will not take skins again to the white men," declared 
Tuck Horse. "In exchange for the furs, they are giving 
the warriors a yellow water to drink. It burns the 
throat. The warriors call it firewater •••• This fire­
water fills the warriors with evil spirits. First they 
are cruel to their families, then they sleep heav.ily 
for hours. They do not fish. They do not hunt. This 
yellow water will ruin the tribe." 

Unfortunately, although the Delawares are portrayed as decent 

human beings, the author does little to show other white 

injustices to that tribe, one of the most poorly.treated 

by American expansion. 

The Lost Children of the Shoshones 
by Evelyn c. Nevin 

The Westminster Press 
Philadelphia 1946 
Elementary 123 pages 

This is a biography of Sacajawea who, after being captured 

by Blackfeet, went to live with the Mandans and ended up hel­

ping Lewis and Clark. While The Lost Children of the Shoshones 

does present an accurate sketch of that tribe's nomadic hunter/ 

gatherer culture, it also smacks of a certain pro-white bias. 

Several times Americans are depicted benevolently defending 

helpless Indians. Sacajawea, for example, is impressed and 

grateful when Lewis and Clark promise to force other tribes 

to honor their peace treaty with the Mandans. Ironically, 

when a few hunters are killed, the whites valiantly move to 

protect -the rest. 

Then she stepped from the door, she saw, maFching 
up from the river, twenty-three of the white soldiers! 
Each one carried a black stick that shot the deadly 
black sand. , At the head of the band marched Red Hair. 
The white man had kept their promise! 
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Considering the limited number ·of promises white men actually 

did keep, it is questionable whether many Native Americans 

would really consider Sacajawea that great a heroine. Parti­

cularly satiric is the ending, when she wistfully hopes that 

more Americans will follow Lewis and Clark. 

it ••• if the white leaders open up trails and travel in 
this country, we can journey back and forth to visit 
one another •11 

Red Streak of the Iroquois 
py Arthur c. Parker 

Children's Press Inc. 
Chicago 1950 
Junior High 155 pages 

This is the story of a young Erie boy who is adopted 

by the Iroquois, becomes a famous Sachem, and attends the 

Confederacy's· founding by Deganawidah and Hiawatha. Apart 

from the fact that no white men are involved, Red Streak 

reflects such superb research into the Iroquois that, like 

M.R. Harrington's The, Iroquois Trail, it would make an ex~el­

lent textbook in fictional form. 

While adapting to his new life Red Streak, and the reader, 

explore to great depths all aspects of the amazing Iroquois 

culture. Together they learn how the world began on a turtle's 

back, take part in religious festivals, practice the skills of 

woodworking or potterymaking, are healed by the False Face 

Society, and then take a sweat bath. Especially impressive is 

the fine reproduction of I~oquois clan organization. Here the 

women, as clan matrons, exercised utmost political power 

through election of new chiefs and adoption of prisoners. 

It is worthy of note that the author developed an exciting 

and interesting plot without once resorting to war or battle. 
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He also displ~ys a healthy appreciation .of the Iroquois role 

in the history of modern New York Stat~, along with excellent 

clarification of location. 

The region of which we write is western and central New 
York, from the hills of the Chautaqua to the Valley of 
the Mohawk, and southward to Otsego Lake and the Land 
of Leatherstocking. Many original Iroquois names still 
cling to this region. Thus we still use ,the name 
Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Erie, Ontario, Niagara, Genesee, 
Canandaigua, Cayuga, Oneida, Otsego, Schenectady, Chemung, 
Oswego., Chanango, and Tioga, and hundreds more. As the 
poet once wrote: 

"Their names are on your waters 
And you cannot wash them out." 

Indians of the Northern Plains 
by William K. Powers 

Indians of the Southern Plains 
by William K. Powers 

Capricorn Books 
New York 1969 
Senior High 257 pages 

G.P. Putnam's Sons 
New York 1971 
Senior High 223 pages 

Since extreme similarities in style and content render 

these books so close as to be different volumes of the same 

work, they will be considered as one. Together, Indians of 

the Northern Plains and Indians of the Southern Plains form 

an excellent incapsulation of these particular Native Americans, 

as v~ewed from an anthropological/historical format. Their 

warmaking customs are illustrated, but only as one part of a 

very rich and diversified group of cultures. These come to 

life with entire chapters on foodgetting, medicine, religion, 

games; even music and dancing are described in detail, with a 

profusion of pictures and illustrations. Moreover, the first 

part of eac.h book is dedicated to the accurate portrayal of 

separate tribes, and is accompanied with maps to show their 
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..., 

locations. The following example effectively destroys any 

misconception that Plains culture consisted only of nomads, 

who lived in tipis and hunted buffalo. It also illustrates 

the grec;tt depth of information characteristic of these works, 

and serves to expose students to many lesser known grDups. 

The Arikara, with their neighbors, the Mandans and Hidatsa, 
formed a unique culture on the Northern Plains. Unlike 
their nomadic enemies, the Sioux and Assiniboine, the 
Arikara lived in fortified villages along the Missouri 
River in the present state of North Dakota •••• They were 
horticulturists and raised corn, beans, squash, pumpkins, 
and tobacco which they traded with other tribes. During 
the winter months they left their villages to hunt for 
buffalo. They made a fine grade of pottery and baskets, 
another.indication of their highly developed culture. 

Overall, a total of thirty different tribes are described in 

this manner, with the abstract sometimes running over a page. 

These are listed on the following chart. 

Northern Plains 

Arapaho Mandan 
Arikara Plains 
Assiniboine Plains 
Blackfeet Sarsi 

' 
Cheyenne Sioux 
Crow 
Hidatsa 
Gros Ventre 

Cree 
Ojibwa 

Southern Plain~ 

Arapaho 
Caddo 
Cheyenne 
Commanche 
Iowa 
Kansa 
Kiowa 
Kiowa Apache 

Ponca 
Quapaw 
Tonkawa 
Witchita 

Lipan and Chiricahua Apache 

Omaha 
Osage 
Oto-Missouri 
Pawnee 

The much publicized Plains Indian wars with white settlers 

are given very adequate treatment, including coverage of battles 

and leaders on both sides. This includes outrages like Sand 
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Creek and Washita, while an entire section of original photo­

graphs is dedicated to the Wounded Knee Massacre in Indians 

of the Northern Plains. The author leaves no doubt as to what 

he considers the cause of conflict. 

Battles between the United States and the Plains tribes 
were fought over and over for the ea.me reasons: encroa~hing 
whites, broken treaties, wagon roads, and railroads cut 
through Indian owned land, bring white men hungry for 
adventure. Gold and other minerals were discovered, 
thus encouraging even more white men from the great 
eastern cities to come to the new land of promise. 
Forts were established, buffalo were slaughtered; 
Indians were forced onto reservations. Indeed, there 
were good reasons to make the Plains Indian hostile. 

Impressive amounts of space are devoted to the lives and 

problems of modern Native Americans. Concluding chapters of 

both books detail the·handicaps of reservation life and the 

culture shock faced by many who leave it, along with the 

emergence of Pan-Indianism and militancy. Moreover, many of 

the tribal abstracts mentioned above end with realistic 

appraisals of that p·articular group's present situation. 

We can see in the following example, that this also includes 

their contributions to America. 

Today the Kiowa are considered a particularly creative 
people and excel in fine craftwork. Some leading 
singers who participate in Oklahoma ceremonies a.r·e 
Kiowa. The tribe has also been active in the American 
Ipdian Exposition, held each year at Anadarko, Oklahoma, 
and presents outstanding performers at Indian City, U.S.A., 
located near Anadarko •••• 

The Kiowa are particularly proud of their tribal 
traditions and not long ago reinstated the Kiowa Black 
Legging Society, a military society whose members are 
veterans of World Wars I, II, Korea, and Vietnam. 

Like Robert Myron in Mounds, Towns and Totems-1. reviewed 

several books before this, William K. Powers presents a very 

informative, but complex, study that accurately portrays the 
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cultural richness and diversity of the Great Plains. Great 

accuracy in the depiction of both historical and moderp events, 

along with a less complicated writing style, further combine 

to form an effective instructional tool for more accelerated 

students. 

Lightfoot 
by Katherine B. Shipper 

~he Viking Press 
New York 1950 
Elementary 122 pages 

Lightfoot seems to be a good reconstruction of Iroquois 

culture for younger readers, with understandable descriptions 

of longhouse living, agriculture, recipes, and several very 

interesting myths about religion and nature. "Seems to be" 

because, amazingly, there is not once in this entire book 

mention of the Iroquois, or any other tribe. Only the word 

"Indian" is used to identify the main characters. Combj..ned 

with complete omission of time or location, this work loses . 
complete touch with reality and reinforces misconceptions 

that all Native Americans are the same. 

Sitting Bul~: Dakota Boy 
by Augusta tevenson 

Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc. 
New York 1950 
Elementary/Junior High 188 pages 

Much of this supposed biography of the great Sioux chief 

is overly simplistic, historically inaccurate and stereotypic. 

It is remarked at one point, for example, that "all the Sioux 

always sang as they walked along," giving the impression that, 

since they always sang, this must have indeed been a very 

musical tribe. Actually, there is very little description of 
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Sioux culture, even using the buffalo receives scant attention. 

Also omitted is, any reference to time frame or geographical 

setting. Hence, besides getting a picture of Native Americans 

that is totally misleading, the reader has absolutely no idea 

of where or when the action takes place. 

Sitting Bull: Dakota Boy reads more like storytale fiction 

than biography. The greatest farce, however, comes in the last 

several pages, when the chief meets the white man. He is then 

chru;-acterized as a, bandit and, in one instance, is castigated 

by President Grant himself for refusing to settle down and farm 

like a good white man. In the end, however, all is well as 

Sitting Bull surrenders and receiv~s the mercy of the white 

man. 

"I do not bear a flag of truce," he said. "I have come 
to surrender, I beg you to feed my starving people." 

"We'll feed every hungry Sioux," the commander promised. 
"And you yourself shall be pardoned. The Grandfather has 
spoken." 

"He will not punish me?" the ~hief asked with surprise. 
"No. He knows you though,t only of your people. You 

fought only for what you thought was right. Go back to 
your camp and rest in peace." 

Consistent with this total misrepresentation of history, Sitting 

Bull: Dakota Boy ends with the surrender. The author completely 

ignores squalid conditions faced by the survivors, and Sitting 

Bull's murder at the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

Tucumseh: Shawnee Boy 
by Augusta Stevenson 

Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc. 
New York 1955 
Junior High 192 pages 

following a pattern established in the previous book, 

this same author again presents a fictionalized adventure 

story in the guise of true biography. Tucumseh: Shawnee Boy 
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is literally constructed on historical falsehoods, and seems 

determined to rewrite the past in favor of a lily-white image. 

In keeping with this, several detai.ls of Tucumseh's life have 

conveniently been revised. It is written, for example, that his 

father died honorably in battle with settlers. 

"My father was killed in a battle with the white 
me~, Quaskee. That was three summers ago. But 
I remember him. He taught me many things." 

Actually, Tucumseh 1s father w~s murdered by three whites; shot 

in the back while returning from a hunt, an event which kindled 

his hatred for Americans. Just as inaccurate is treatment of 

his mother as a normal woman, when she actually went insane 

after her husband's death, and forsook the family. Likewise, 

Tucumseh ends up with several extra brothers, seemingly to 

enhance the story. 

Tucumseh: Shawnee Boy offers the reader very little 

information about Shawnee life and culture, while callously 

misrepresenting the role of frontiersmen, and the chief's 

relationship to them. He is shown, for example, as idolizing 

Daniel Boone after that man's capture by the Shawnee, to the 

extent of helping. him escape, thereby becoming a traitor. 

"Daniel, I came to warn you! You won't be allowed to 
hunt tomorrow. You'll be seized at sunrise and tied up 
so you can't escape." 

"But why, Tucumseh, why?" 
"Chief Black Fish is going to attack your settlement 

in Kentucky. He fears you'll run away and warn them. 
There's something else, Daniel, something very bad. 11 

"What, Tucumseh, tell me. 11 

11The warrior said you would be punished if the attack 
failed." 

"I know that. They wouJ.d be getting even with the 
white men who drove them away. 11 

trGo now, Daniel, go at once." 
"The braves are still about, Tucumseh." 
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ttNot. tQJught. 
th - ),,,:· ... ';6." . It e. d:~11:J':.l..,,. • .., • 

11 I 1m grateful 
hand and pressed 

They are all in the council house with 
is safe for you." 
to you, Tucumseh." Boone took the boy's 
it. + \ 

This account is pure fantasy. Boone did actually escape to 

warn Kentucky, but -there is no evidence that Tucumseh cared 

more for him than any other white, the murderers of his father. 

Moreover, this passage is typical of the entire book, where 

settlers are innocent victims, and the Native Americans become 

spiteful aggressors. Very little reason is given for their 

hostility, and land hunger is mentioned as a cause of blood­

shed only indirectly in a few paragraphs. Finally, in the most 

ironic travesty of truth, William Henr;y Harrison, who in reality 

stole thousands of square miles from Native Americans, is 

depicted as a benevolent honest broker, struggling to prevent 

war. 

So ·far he had kept the peace between Indians and 
white settlers. His soldiers and scouts patrolled 
the forest constantly. 

Even worse, Harrison patronizes Tucumseh as an ignorant, but 

honest, man, who naively espouses dangerous ideas. 

Tucumseh is an honest man and I believe he is working 
for peace. But his ideas are wrong about the·Indian 
state. This can only lead to war. 

The author never explains why Tucumseh 1 s, idea was wrong, 

or why an endangered people should not resort to war·in 

defense of their homeland. In fact, she seems intent on 

denying that these Native Americans had any grievance at all. 

+ It might prove interesting for the reader to compare this 

account of Tucumseh's discourse with Daniel Boone, to that 

presented by Dayid c. Cooke in Tucumseh: Destiny's Warrior, 

which was reviewed earlier in this study. 
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Moccasin Tracks Dodd, Mead and Company 
New York 1958 by Julia Montgomery Street 
Junior High 233 pages 

This is the very entertaining story 9f a white boy.who 

becomes close friends with the Cherokee of Georgia in 1821, 

eventually enlisting their aid to save his family from white 

kidnappers. Moccasin Tracks effect1vely confronts popular 

stereotypes of the primitive and warlike Native American 
-

through an accurate depiction of the Cherokee's advanced 

culture. In her introduction, for example, the author writes 

This ~as a period when the Eastern Cherokees were at 
the peak of their culture and civilization. Never 
the entirely savage, war bonneted, ferocious Indians 
of popular tradition, but often good natured, fun 
loving, pre'f'erring peace to war, they were, at this 
time living a pleasant, pastoral life in their 
Smoky Mountains. 

Moreover, although its time span never reaches that event, 

Moccasin Tracks presents a disheartening portrayal of the 

greed and prejudice that would eventually lead to the 

"Trail of Tears, -1, whil'e white whiskey and diseases have al­

ready caused great damage to the tribe. The boy's analysis 

of events, while trying to soothe his sister's fear of Irr­

dians, accurately reflects this reality. 

Indians don't scalp, honey. Maybe they did, a long 
time ago, when -settlers.went into their country and 
pushed them off their land •••• They only wanted 
to save their land from being stolen by greedy settlers. 

Indian Wars and Warriors 
by Paul I. Wellman 

Houghton Mifflin Company 
Boston 1957 
Junior High 176 pages 

Indian Wars and Warriors briefly traces the history 

of western conflicts and, in his introduction the autho'r 

95 



. 
writes of a desire to do so fairly from both sides. 

One has sympathy for both sides in this conflict - for 
the white settlers striving to save their wives and 
children from the scalping knife,.as well as the 
desperate Indians watching the swift destruction of their 
buffalo •••• There is gallantry as well as villainy on 
both sides of any great struggle. 

Indeed, he is sure to mention both the reasons Native American 

grievances and the major outrages perpe~rated by whites, inclu­

ding scalp bounties, the treacherous murder of Mangus Colorado, 

along with the horrible massacres of Black Kettle's Cheyenne 

at Sand Creek and Washita. Moreover, there is a respectable 

amount of cultural/historical information on all the major 

Plains t~ibes, along with brief b~ographi~al sketches qf 

famous Indian leaders like Mangus, Joseph, Little Crow, Roman 

Nose, and Victoria. 

Unfortunately, this book is a dichotomy which contains 

many offensive characteristics that foster popular miscon­

ceptions and stereotypes. This same introduction describes the 

West as a "vacuum of wasted land ap.d resources" whose potential 

remained untapped by primitive Indians, thereby condoning 

these very outrages as an inevitable result of progress. 

The conscience of the time was very different from our 
own. And in the final analysis, for all its bloodshed, 
the conquest of the West.was necessary, and has provided 
its own justification in the fine cities, happy.: prosperity 
and peace it made possible. 

Predictably, the author never explains to young readers that 

even the conscience of a century ago did not accept genocid~, 

or how most contemporary Native Americans fail to share wealth 

their stolen lands apparently caused. Furthermore, in over a 

dozen places the words "Indian" and "savage" are used inter­

changeably: "Back into the town retreated the civilians, followed 
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by the savages •••• " It is indeed incomprehensible how, in 

light of historical fact, o;nly the Native Americans can be 

labelled "savages," but the author seems determi·ned to accen­

tuate this assertion. After accurately describing fraudulent 

traders who told starving Sioux to "eat grass," for example, 

he then decided it was Chief Little Crow who "left a legacy 

of distrust and hate with his people" when that Minnesota 

reservation revolted. Yet, Custer is eulogized after Little 

Big Horn. 

He fell on the field of battle, brave to the last. In 
spite of his errors in judgment and policy, he became 
after his death, because of the tremendous publicity the 
battle received ••• a national hero. 

Pocahontas: Indian Pr;ncess 
by Katherine E. Wilkie 

Garrad Publishing Co. 
Champaign, Illinois 1970 
Primary 80 pages 

Despite a few strong points, Pocahontas: Indian Princess 

repeats several basic errors reviewed earlier in Patricia Miles 

Martin's Pocahontas. To her credit, the author makes a deli­

berate attemp"t to describe Native American culture. This 

results in an introductory section, complete with maps, that 

also mentions the great seize of Powhatan's Confederation, along 

with several other Indian leaders like Opechancanough. Moreover, 

~tis made clear that Jamestown would have perished without 

Native American help. \ In the actual text, however, Powhatan 

looks like a deceitful villain, planning that colony's des­

truction. No reason is ever given for this hostility, however, 

as English land and food thefts are ignored. Yet, consistent 

with previous patterns, Pocahontas is made a heroine for betraying 

97 



her own people and adopting white culture. Ironically, 

this book's conclud~ng sentence reads: ''Three hundred 

and fifty years ago she showed that people of different 

race and color can live in peace," while the introduction 

acknowledges that, by the mid-1600 1s, the English had 

destroyed most of these Native Americans. 

Trails of Tears 
by Jeanne Williams 

G.P. Putnam's Sons 
New York 1972 
Junior High 191 pages 

Reminiscent of Dee Brown, Trails of Tears remorsefully 

eliminates any myths of the West as a romantic white adventure 

with the heart rending epic of five Native American groups, 

the Commanche, Cheyenne, Apache, Navaho, and Cherokee. Each 

chapter begins with a very competent cultural analysts, exposing 

students to their diverse nature. Ironically, this serves a 

dual purpose, for the additional knowledge engenders respect 

for these societies, thereby increasing the devastating effect 

upon the reader of their criminal destruction. Beautiful scenes, 

for example, depict the content reliance of Commanche and Chey­

enne life upon the buffalo. These are followed by horrid 

descriptions of its annihilation by white trappers, some of 

whom received $3.50 a robe from eastern tanneries, and 

sportsmen. Worse, the army, sensing weakness, is correctly 

pictured encouraging this practice even on treaty land, and 

then swooping like vultures upon the crippled villages to 

destroy what little meat remained, while leaving the peop~e 

untouched to a fate worse than death, leading to Wovoka, the 

Ghost- Dance, and Wounded Knee. 
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For each tribe these nauseating att~mpts at the deliberate 

genocide of Native Americans are accurately retold. Vivid scenes 

recreate in grisly detail the work of scalp-hunters butchering 

Apache women and children, then doubling their bounty by cutting 

the hair in half. Young readers learn the truth about "heroes" 

like George Armstrong Custer through a truthful portrayal ot 

the Battle at Washita, when he destroyed a peaceful Cheyenne 

camp in its sleep, and listen to Colonel Chivington 1s famous 

words before the Sand Creek Massacre: "Nits make lice. Kill 

'em while they're young." In the author's own words 

He did not care whether he caught the guilty. For his 
purpose one Cheyenne was a good as another and if his 
men killed babies, what did it matter. They would 
grow into troublesome warriors and have to be conquered 
later. 

It is fitting that the final chapter is saved for the genuine 

~'Trail of Tears." In it the advancement of Cherokee. culture 

is stressed, along with the prejudice of Americans from 

Andrew Jackson to the lowliest Georgian land grabber. 

Again, no punches are pulled with the description of that 

ev.ent. 

One Indian remembered how women, children and even men 
wept when they left their homeland, bowed their heads 
and started west. His father collapsed in the snow, 
rode in a wagon for one day and then died and was buried 
near the trail. A week later the Indian's mother made 
one cry and fell dying. She was buried, and in the days 
that followed, all five of this man's brothers and sisters 
weakened and died. He thought probably all the Cherokee 
would die along the road. As he marched he heard always 
the moaning and crying from wagons carrying small children, 
the sick and the dying. Years later he could still hear 
the constant weeping and cries of distress. 

Jeanne Williams' brutally accurate portrayal of history 

is modified by a lengthy introduction detailing more contem­

porary attempts to deprive Native Americans of their rights,. 
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here exemplified by the theft of Zuni and Papago water resources 

or attempts to defraud Osage oil revenue. For this, and the 

failure to improve reservation life, she characterizes the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs as corrupt representatives of vested 

interests, like a "wolf to guard the sheep." Particularly 

distressing were attempts in BIA schools to make Indian children 

ashamed of their own past. 

Indian children are not taught the proud history of their 
tribes, yet in the history of mankind there were no braver 
people than Dull Knife's Cheyennes. Surely their 
descendants have the right to live with strength and 
dignity on their own land. 

Trails of Tears is an exceptional book, written at a level 

understandable to most students in junior high. It does not 

lie about history, and makes it clear that the struggle 

continues to the present. In doing so many misconceptions 

and stereotypes about the Native Americans are assauited with 

equal vehemence. The greatest lesson to students, however, may 

be that each culture is sacred, and one does not have the right 

to ethnocentrically force itself upon another. It is realisti­

cally presented in this final passage, in which the author 

deals with attempts to turn Indians into white farmers. 

In common with most schemes for helping Indians, this 
one ignored Plains Indian tradition and aptitudes. 
Plains Indians had always looked down on people who 
kept sheep and goats. Netther did they like mutton 
or goat's flesh. No Commanche knew how to weave and 
none of them cared to learn. Imagine how you would 
feel if, suddenly, all your regular food and clothing 
.disappeared and a Comanche showed you a buffalo, told 
you how to slaughter, skin, and use it, how to make 
tepees and robes, and eat the liver with a little gall 
squeezed on it. These things· would still be very hard 
for you, you would get very discouraged while trying, 
and you would want your accustomed food, shelter and 
clothes. 
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His Indian Brother 
by Hazel Wilson 

Abingdon Press 
New York 1953 
Junior High 140 pages 

His Indian Brother is a very entertaining adventure about 

a white boy lost in the woods of Northern Maine during colonial 
I 

times, whose life is saved by Penobscot Indians. There is 

good coverage of Penobscot culture, including the building 

of a traditional fir bough hou?e, recital of that tribe's 

creation myth, and ingenious methods.of hunting or fishing 

which show these Native Americans far superior in the forest 

environment than white men. Moreover, the Penobscots are 
• 

heroes throughout, while land grabbing settlers are villified. 

Several months of living among these Native Americans certainly 

changed the boy's image of his own kind. 

Many times in the lonely days before Sabatis and his 
father had come Brad had longed to see a white man 
and dreaded to see an Indian. Now he ·thought how 
much more decent Sabatis and his father were than 
these brutish white men. It made Brad ashamed of 
his race. 

Despite these excellent qualities, His Indian Brother 

also reflects a subtle stereotypic imaging. Speech, for 

example, is particularly objectionable. "You no can do," 

declares Sabatis, "me catch another muskrat." Moreover, 

continued unnecessary cros~-cultural comparisons like 

reference to "nearly naked bodies" that "smelled from raccoon 

grease," combined with passages similar to the following, seem 

to compare Native Americans with animals. In it, the white 

boy and father arrive at their destination, while secretly 

watching some Penobscots. 
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The thought of being the. first human being to step on this 
riverbank pleased Brad. He and his father were explorers 
•••• There was a savage, wild look about these men. Yet,· 
crouching there watching them, Brad was aware that they, 
not he, were the native inhabitants of this Maine wilder­
ness. Like the deer and other animals of the forest, 
they belonged here,., 

(Underlining is mine) 
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