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Loan execution represented the brutality of the War and
proved to many Americans that the cost of fighting in
Vietnam was just too great.

The Vietnam War was the American public’s first true
look at war and its aftermath and effect on a culture.
Images of violence and death became a nightly occurrence
and, in many instances, people chose to speak out about
what they were witnessing. Whereés in other Wars the
government was able to use the media to spread its message
and propaganda, Vietnam changed the landscape of the media
because journalists were more apt to be critical of
military policy than in the past because they were
concerned with the direction of the country. . The Vietnam
War could have continued for an undetermined amount of time
had the media not shined a light on what was happening

thousands of miles away.
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Chapter Three: Introduction to the Portfolio

The Vietnam War will always have an auspicious place
in American history. As such, it is a War where the people
in leadership positions were highly scrutinized for their
decisions. Because of this, there are a number of great
teaching resources available to help explain public
discontent with government officials. A key skill high
school students must learn is to decipher material on their
own, and the sources presented give them a chance to
accomplish this task.

My research focused on how Vietnam impacted many
different sectors of American society. Students can look
at sources dealing with domestic ramifications of the War,
as well as the foreign policy decisions made during the
War. The antiwar movement made a great impact on decision
making after the TET offensive and it is important to study
how things changed after 1968 and how the peace movement
helped end the War.

Out of the numerous ways to provide this information,
I have decided to create a Professional Portfolio. 1In the
portfolio, I will organize a list of resources that one
could use when they are teaching the Vietnam War in their

classroom. There are many resources available for
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educators, but they are not alwayé easily accessible. This
project will look to take some of the resources a teacher
can use in their teaching and put it in one place.
Annotating ersites~is useful because a teacher can get an
idea of what site they might want to use without having to
search a myriad different websites. A Professional
Portfolio also offers a number of different projects
already designed that are adaptable for use in any

classroom.

Designing a Professional Portfolio should have a major
impact on my teaching. Being able to find useful
information and resourées to use for daily lesson plans is
a critical skill every teacher needs to possess. This type
of activity shows that a teacher has an ability to teach a
topic from many different perspectives, which always has a
positive impact on student learning. Students must be able
to differentiate between opposing perspectives and form an
ability to pull out the information they need to strengthen
their arguments and opinions. It is also critical for
students to iearn to question the decisions made by those
in power, not to be disrespectful, but to realize that
their opinions matter, especially when they are researched
based. This portfolio will give students the option to use

primary sources from the 1960s that are organized in
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locations that are more central so that the research is, to
an extent, teacher driven. There are times that allowing
students to research a topic blindly will be beneficial,
but many times high school students need guidance.

There would also be the option of setting up a
workshop to present a portfolio and discuss how it is
useful in a variety of classrooms. Teachers would benefit
from this because they may find new ways to delve into a
topic instead of the way they have done so in the past. It
is also important for educators to share ideas, to |
disseminate new ideas, and the topic does not become stale.
Workshops are also useful because teachers are able to get
feedback from other teachers so they can make changes if
some content may not be appropriate or if a different
approach would be beneficial.

This type of teaching portfolio addresses all of the
New York State teaching standards as the topic covers
American History, Geography, Government, and World History.
A topic this big, with this many resources available allows
a great deal of flexibility for educators. One way to
assess student learning would be to design a pre-teaching
survey about Vietnam that covers basics of the conflict,
and then have the students take a similar test after the

unit has been taught. This type of activity will allow the
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teacher to see what sections of the unit were stronger and
where changes need to be implemented in the future to
enhance student learning. The teacher could also have the
students answer a survey after the unit describing what
they have learned and what they found most interesting.

One could also look at the scores on AP exams as proof of
student learning in advanced classes as well as performance

on the United States History NYS Regents exam.



Professional Portfolio

The Vietnam War Era’s Impact on
American Society

A Collection of Resources for
Teaching the Vietnam War

Compiled by: Anthony Scott
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Web~-Based Resources

Primary Sources on the Web that focus on major
events and people from the Vietnam War Era
II. Music during the Vietnam Era
IIT. Pictures from the Vietnam Era
IV. Movies and Short Video accounts of the
Vietnam War
V: The March to War: Documenﬁs from the
Vietnam War

VI: The North Vietnamese Perspective
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I. Primary Sources on the Web that focus on major
events and people from the Vietnam War Era

* http://members.tripod.com/rationalrevoluticnO/war/ccoll

ection of letters by ho chi'.hpm

This is a collection of letters written by Ho Chi Minh.
They could be used as an introduction to key figures of the
" Vietnam War. Because it is important to understand key
figures of the War, students could look at the writings of
Ho Chi Minh to get an accurate picture of what his thoughts
and beliefs were. When looking at the Vietnam War it is
important to realize that Ho Chi Minh had reached out to
the United States in the 1950s. If the United States had
agreed to recognize the Vietnamese right to form their own
country, the Vietnam War may have been avoided. The Untied
States chose to stéy out of the French and Vietnamese
conflict publicly, while at the same time shipping weapons

and money to help the French.

* http://www.democracynow.crg/article.pl?sid=05/01/17/1¢

4233

This is a link to a video of Martin Luther King Jr.
discussing the United States involvement in Vietnam.
Students can watch this video to get a sense of what key
public figures in the United States thought about the
Vietnam War. Vietnam was really the first war that had
been played out in the media and for the first time people
were speaking out against the government in an attempt to

stop the War.
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* http://www.vietvet.org/thewall.htm

This site has some great reflections of the Vietnam
Memorial in Washington D.C. It would be a great
introduction to how the country has memorialized the
Vietnam War. Student’s can learn frdm how otﬁers have
memorialized the most controversial war in American
history. The Wall in Washington D.C. has also had a
controversial history and students can get a sense of that
by looking at images of the wall and reading individuals

response to what they see.

* nttp://thewall-usa.con/

This is another link to the Vietnam Memorial Wall in
Washington. You can type in causalities of War and they
tell you how they died and how long they served in Vietnam.
This site has some great images of the wall that would be
great to use in the classroom. It is another great link if
you are looking to discuss Vietnam Veteran Memorials. It
also has very helpful links that could be useful if you are
looking for literature dealing with the War. This website
also has links to journal articles and books that discuss
teaching the Vietnam War which could be helpful in planning

a unit on the Vietnam War.

* http://www.vietnampix.com/fire.htm

This website has some great pictures from the War, as well
as from the antiwar movement. This site could be very

useful in the classroom because of its scope and coverage
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of the war. Students could compare and contrast images of
the War from different years to try and get a sense of how
things were changing in the country. The public’s
perception of the Vietnam War changed a great deal from the
beginning of the War until the end and students can really
get a sense of that through these pictures. They will also
have to have background information on the War, so this
could be used towards the end of a unit to really get an

idea of how much information the students have learned.

* http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/subtitles.cf

m?titleID=71

This site offers short excerpts about important people and
events during the Vietnam War. Students could use them as
a starting point for their own research. This is another
site that could be used for students to get a better
understanding of who the key people of the Vietnam War were

and what impact they made during the War.

* http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/hochi.ntm

This site offers a nice background of Ho Chi Minh’s
education and worldly experience. He spent a lot of time
in France studying and that is where he was introduced to

socialism and other political ideologies.

* www.learningcurve.gov.uk/coldwar/g6/cs2/s4.htm

This site has some great primary sources already formatted

for a DBQ exercise. Sources deal with the impact of the
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TET Offensive on the Vietnam War. This site is convenient
because the teacher can guide the research they want their

student’s to focus on while studying Vietnam and the TET

Offensive.

* www.turnerlearning.com/.../vietnam/viet dis.html

This is another great site full of resources set up for
research projects and further investigation. There are
links to videos and questions to answer when students are

done watching the videos.

* http://www.upa.pdx.edu/IMS/currentprojects/TRHv3/Conte

nt/Vietnam Conflict.html

This is another great site that offers a detailed
background of the United States involvement in Vietnam and

also takes an in-depth look at the antiwar movement.

* htip://www2.iatn.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML docs/Narrat

ive.html

This site is called the “Sixties Project” and offers a
number of personal narratives from people who grew up
during the 1960s. Personal narratives offer an excellent
supply of primary source material because these are people
that actually lived through the Vietnam War and are sharing

their account of what happened.



64

II. Music during the Vietnam Era

* http://www.]jwsrockgarden.cor/jw02vvaw.htnfpreface

This website offers an overview of how music influenced the
antiwar movement and does a nice job of offering song
lyrics that share the themes of the antiwar movement. The
site offers a nuﬁber of songs written during the era and
also adds the lyrics, so you could have the students read

the lyrics before they hear the song.

* http://www.ichibanl.org/html/music.htm

This site offers a different way of looking at how music
reflected American society during the 1960s. The site
shows the top 10 songs for each year of the 1960s and could
be used to show how over time the negative effects of the
War spilled into music and other parts of American culture.
Students could listen to the songs from earlier in the
decade and compare them to the music composed later in the

decade. The site also offers a number of movie reviews of

films about Vietnam.

* http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIiV44YV69z0

This is a video of Buffalo Springfield’s “Something’s
Happening Here”, a song that truly epitomizes the way many
Americans felt during the Vietnam War. It also illustrates
how artists and citizens alike were beginning to question

what they were being told. This could be used as a warm-up
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exercise where students have to write about the way the War

was affecting American society.

* htip://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVi-DXOfnAM

This is another great video that could be used to discuss
the state of American society during the Vietnam War. This
could be powerful to use with high school students because
the kids involved in the Kent State shootings were young
when they were killed by National Guard members trying to

break up a rally.

* http://members.tripod.com/~ffriker/Iindex-3.2tml

This site offers a list of the 40 best songs during the
Vietnam Era. It also lists the song lyrics which could be
helpful if you were to have students analyze the meaning
behind the songs. Music is a major way of memorializing
important social events and the Vietnam War Era was known

for the music that seemed to truly define a generation.

* http://faculty.buffalostate.edu/fishlm/folksongs/ameri

cansongs. htm

This site takes a look at how music impacted the soldiers
and also offers examples of songs from the time period.
Lydia Fish looks at how the songs could be used as a toll

to understand how soldiers were dealing with the War.
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III. Pictures from the Vietnam Era

* http://www.squidoo.com/winningvietnam

This site offers some pictures from the War and takes a
look at what it would have taken to actually win the War.
The use of photographs from the Vietnam Era allows students
to develop empathy for those who fought by having them look

at images from the War.
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Pictures like these could be used an a example of what
peace demonstrations looked like during the Vietnam War,
and students could write an interactive journal topic based

on what they see and how they perceive the antiwar

movement.



These images could be used to show the reality of the
antiwar movement and the despair that it caused so many
Americans. The Shooting at Kent State proved to be a
tragic reminder that the violence of the Vietnam War would

not be exclusive the Southeast Asia.
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This is one of the more famous images of the Vietnam War.
It showed how devastating the fighting was on the North
Vietnamese civilians that were caught in the middle of the
War and the numerous daily bombing missions. Images such
as these show how both countries were affected by the
intense combat and that many Vietnamese were innocent

casualties of the War.

Another famous image from the War this was a public
execution that happened to be caught on camera by

journalists covering the War.
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This photograph could be used to show what combat looked
like. This was taken during the TET offensive, a surprise
attack planned around the Vietnamese TET holiday on January

31, 1968.
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IV. Movies and Short Video accounts of the

Vietnam War

* http://www.metacafe.com/watch/139017/the vietnam confl

ict/

This website offers a short compilation of footage from the
Vietnam War that could be used to give the students an idea
of what combat looked like. It is set to music and could
be used as an introductory lesson that captures the
students’ attention and gets them to think about the War

and the impact the fighting had on the soldiers.

* http://members.aol.com/warlib/l10viet.htm

This website gives a detailed list of movies that have been
related to the Vietnam War. Students could choose from the
list and do a review that they present to the class. The
teacher could also shorten the list with movies that are
appropriate and assign them to students. There have been
countless films made about Vietnam and students could get a
real sense of what Vietnam was like from some of these
movies. While they may take artistic license in many
instances, they still give a sense of what the War meant to
the people making the film. Film is another way of
memorializing the Vietnam War and in many ways it gives a
great indicator of how people were affected by the War with
the message they convey on the screen. Movies like Platoon
and Full Metal Jacket show the savage side of the War
effort and the mental anguish many of the soldiers faced

while they were in Vietnam. Other movies like Deer Hunter
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and Born on the Fourth of July convey similar messages but
also focus on the aftermath of the War and what it was like
for soldiers to come home from Vietnam and the difficulties
veterans faced as they attempted to resume the lives they

left.

* http://link.history.com/services/player/ocpidl28704070
47bc1id=1295293363&bctid=1327153774

This site offers a short video of fighting during the TET
offensive. It has some first hand accounts and provides
some good information about TET. The TET offensive was one
of the defining moments of the Vietnam War and it is
critical for students to build an understanding of what TET
was and the impact the fighting had on support for the War

effort at home.

* http://link.history.com/services/player/bcpidl28704070
47bclid=1295293363abctid=1327153768

This video offers a brief look at the My Lai Massacre that
occurred during the Vietnam War. It can be used to show
how War affects the innocent civilians as well as the
soldiers fighting in it. The My Lai massacre was an
incomprehensible act that shows that even the innocent

suffers during time of War.
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* http://Ilink.history.com/services/player/bcpidl28704070

47?bclid=1295293363&bctid=1327153770

This is a good compilation discussing the release of the
Pentagon Papers and the downfall of the Johnson Presidency.
This would be useful to show the class when talking about
the extreme pressure President Johnson was under to end the
War in Vietnam and how it ultimately led to him not seeking
reelection. The Pentagon Papers offer an in-depth look at
President Johnson’s decision making during the Vietnam War
and offers an excellent opportunity to scrutinize his
decisions; while at the same time one can get a sense of
how much scrutiny the President was under, and how split
his Cabinet and advisors had become throughout the course

of the War-- making decisions that much more difficult.
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V: The March to War: Documents from the

Vietnam War

* http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/episodes/04/docum

ents/xjhtml

The policy of containment introduced by George Kennan in
1947 was the defining policy in regard to dealing with the
spread of Communism. In this article, which Kennan
published anonymously, he discussed his view of the Soviet
Union and the idea that communism would spread into weaker
countries and pose a major threat to démocracy around the
world. This is an important document for students to read
before a unit on Vietnam because it will hélp them
understand why the United States believed it was necessary
to intervene in Southeast Asia. The United States could
not afford to allow the North Vietnamese to take control of
the South because the policy of containment and the Domino
Theory believed that would be the beginning of a much
larger problem which could spread through éll of Southeast

Asia and possibly further.

* http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/tonkin-g.htm

The Avalon Project offers students’ the opportunity to
study the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. This resolution has
been quite controversial because it became fairly clear
that the United States embellished the supposed attacks to
garner the support needed from Congress to increase troops
in Vietnam. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is impértant to

look at because it gave the United States the needed cause
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to go into Vietnam. Without the attack in the Tonkin Gulf,
their may not have been enough information to convince

Congress to send troops into Southeast Asia.

* http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/warpower.htm

This link is to the War Powers Act of 1973. This
legislation was passed by Congress as a direct result of
what they deemed was a misuse of power by the Executive
Branch. Teachers could use this document in a thematic
essay about the power of the Executive branch or in a DBQ
about the Vietnam War and some of the lasting changes made
because of the legacy of Vietnam. The War Powers Act made
it much more difficult for the President to send troops

abroad to intervene in foreign affairs.

* http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/usmulti/usmul

03.htm

This link is to the Southeast Asia Collective Defense
Treaty (Manila Pact) which was signed in 1954. Students
must understand United States involvement in Vietnam
started in 1954 when the French were fighting against the
North Vietnamese. The United States was concerned that
losing any sovereign nation in Southeast Asia to Communism
would be a blow to Democracy around the world and would

start a domino effect of countries succumbing to communism.



76

* http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/intdip/indocch/inch00

8.htm

The Avalon Project has a number of links set up with
primary source documents that provide an excellent place to
set up DBQ or thematic essays. This link illustrates the
United States involvement in Vietnam started in the early
1950s, when the United States recognized the Republic of
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia as French colonies. At this
time Ho Chi Minh and the North Vietnamese were looking to
be recognized by the United States as a free and sovereign

nation, something the U.S. failed to do.

* http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon/pentl.ht

ml

Students can read an excerpt from the Pentagon papers to
get a better understanding for the United States foreign
policy during the Vietnam War. These were classified
documents that were leaked to the New York Times by Daniel
Ellsburg, an officer in the state department. There are
links to four volumes of the report and offer a vivid look
at how the Vietnam War started in the 1940s when the United
States aided the French, while claiming to stay out of
their colonial struggle with North Vietnam. These
documents show the struggle that President Johnson had as
he realized that the War was not winnable, but at the same
time there was no way to turn back and concede defeat-- or
admit that the War was a stalemate. Reading these papers
can gain a sense of the intense pressure he was under and

how it later resulted in him not seeking re-election. This
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collection offers a comprehensive look at the Vietnam War
from the White House’s perspective. They had no. intention
of publishing these documents and it is safe to assume that

many in Washington wish they had never been leaked.

e http://vietnam.vassar.edu/abstracts.html

This is another site with a number of links to primary
sources relevant to the Vietnam War. Links include
documents on the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, as well as

discussions between key figures during the Vietnam War.
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VI: The North Vietnamese Perspecﬁive

e http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/timeline/index.h

tml
This timeline gives students the chance to explore the
extent of the North Vietnamese struggle to gain their
independence from the French. It is useful because it
breaks the War up into different categories that would make
it easy for students to navigate to see how North Vietnam
was being affected by the War during different periods.
Another link on this site breaks down what guerilla warfare
was and how it was employed by the Viet Cong. There is
quite a bit of information that is focused on the United
States involvement in Vietnam, but students can also focus
on how that affected North Vietnam. There is a section
ﬁhat discusses the Air War, which can illustrate how much
destruction took place on the tiny country of North

Vietnam.

e http://www.vietrampix.com/popvc.htm

This site offers a brief description of what the Viet Cong
was and how they were organized. When looking at the
Vietnam War it is critical for students to know against
whom the United States was fighting and for what, exactly,
they were fighting.
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.* http://vietnam.vassar.edu/docnlf.html

This is arguably one of the most useful documents
discussing the aims of the National Liberation Front (NLF)
or the Viet Cong. The document spells out the aims of the
NLF so students can -get a true sense for what the Viet
Cong was fighting and why they were trying to unite all of
Vietnam under one Government. Reading the document gives
one a clear sense of the NLF’s discontent with Western
ideas and their reasoning for unifying Vietnam. From their
goals, one can assume that they did not want a true
communist state because they were advocating for freedom of
press, freedom of opinion, and the freedom of trade; things
they deemed as essential democratic principles. However,
the United States was unwilling to accept any of these
ideas because there was the underlying fear that communism
was spreading in Southeast Asia and North Vietnam was a

threat to democracy around the world.
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Project Summary

The Vietnam War was arguably the most controversial
war in American history. The Civil War was fought by a
divided country with different visions for what the United
States should be, and in many ways Vietnam was similar in
its divisiveness. Because the Vietnam War caused such a
great divide, there are many different ways to present
material to students so they get a balanced view of the
War. Presenting a balanced look at the War is probably the
most important part of teaching the Vietnam War because it
allows students to form their own opinions based on primary
source materials.

The media coverage of the Vietnam War has left
countless resources for teachers to utilize in their
classrooms. There are a number of ways to design virtual
tours of memorials to give students a vantage point they
might not get to see on their own. Teachers can set up
virtual tours of memorials from different cities so
students can compare and contrast the different ways the
War has been remembered. Vietnam memorials offer a great
resource for student reflection as they offer a different
view of American combat than other Wars have in the past.

The memorial in Washington D.C. was designed amidst a great
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deal of controversy because it was viewed as not
necessarily morbid, but not with the same sense of
accomplishment as many other memorials had in the past.
“The Wall”, as it has come to be known, offers a visitor an
introspective look at the Vietnam War because of the images
they see as they tour the memorial. Virtual tours can give
students a sense of what it meant to lose a family member
and the toll it took on Americans as a whole. Being able
to see your reflection in the wall gives people a sense of
belonging when they look at the Wall they are not simply
looking at names.

The Vietnam Memorial in Rochester also offers a unique
way of remembering those that lost their lives in Vietnam.
It has a distinctive design that should get high school
students thinking about what it must have been like to be
sent to Vietnam. Before the trip you could set up a
simulation where students are drafted to fight in a
fictional war aﬁd have them write a reflection essay before
and after their trip to the memorial. This could be
effective because, on the memorial, it displays from where
and when the soldiers graduated and many of the soldiers
from the Rochester area that died in Vietnam were recently
graduated from high school. As teachers, one of the most

difficult things to impart on our students is empathy, and
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this exercise could give students a newfound perspective of
the Vietnam War.

Another great way to encourage student reflection is
using pictures from the era being studied. Vietnam has
been one of the most scrutinized Wars in history and there
are thousands of pictures that could be used in the
classroom. The photography can be used as an introduction
to certain issues regarding Vietnam, such as the antiwar
movement. Students can set up an interactive journal where
they chronicle their thoughts about the images and how they
would fit those images into the larger context of the
1960s. Interactive journals encourage reflection and
empathy because you are asking students to put themselves
into the pictures and describe what they are feeling.

There are a number of websites that have detailed
outlines of events that occurred during the Vietnam War.
Many of them have primary sources already displayed so
students could use them in research projects and papers.
Teachers could also use these sites‘as a review activity or
could even set up a‘DBQ or thematic essay using some of
these sources. There are many different ways one could set
up a DBQ about Vietnam. They could choose to focus on the

antiwar movement, or the focus could be on the impact on
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American society. One could also focus some of the study
on the impact the War had on the country of Vietnam.

This project will also help teachers find different
ways to introduce students to the Vietnam War. Howard
Gardner has done a great deal of research on multiple
intelligences and has illustrated how students learn in
different ways. This portfolio gives educators numerous
ways to approach the Vietnam that will appeal to many
different learning styles. Students who learn better
visually would benefit from working with photographs from
the Vietnam Era as a way of understanding the cultural
impact of the War. Using film in the classroom can also
help reach these students because it will appeal to their
visual learning style and could be used as a hook to get
them interested in the topic. There are also timelines
with important events that might be useful for someone who
is a spatial learner and wants to know the order of
events.

The beauty of using web-based materials to teach the
Vietnam War is it provides many different ways educators
can approach the controversial time period in which Vietnam
took place. The use of primary sources in the classroom
can help give students an idea of the impact the Vietnam

War had on American culture.
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