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INTRODUCTION

The Common Core State Standards aim to provide each 
child throughout the United States with the same educational 
opportunities regardless of economic status, gender, or state of 
residence. Within the goals of the common core standards the 
main priority is for all students to graduate and be college and 
career ready. This drastic shift in education has brought upon 
its own challenges and restrictions.

This manual has been developed to aid teachers in applying 
culturally responsive teaching strategies within the new 
Common Core Mathematic Standards and Common Core 
Math Modules. As the Common Core Standards become an 
integral part of education today, educators, administrators, and 
parents are feeling the pressure to adapt quickly to the new 
expectations. Teachers are feeling the added pressure of 
teaching using culturally responsive strategies to fit the 
specific needs of their students.
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This manual aims to provide teachers with a resource 
they will use to adapt their teaching to fit the needs of 
their students while continuing to reach the high 
expectations of the Common Core Standards. This manual 
will be divided into three sections. The first section will 
include the basic components of culturally responsive 
teaching. The second section will include strategies 
teachers can use to successfully implement culturally 
responsive teaching within their classroom. 
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Culturally 
Responsive 

Teacher Qualities 
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What is Culturally 
Responsive Teaching?

Teaching practices that attend to the 
specific cultural characteristics of each 
student as an individual. These cultural 
characteristics include values traditions, 
language, communication, learning styles, and 
relationship norms (Rychly & Graves, 2012). 
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Why should I use Culturally 
Responsive Teaching Practices?

Benefits:

1. CRT practices will respond to cultures 
present in your classroom. 

2. Every student’s culture will play an 
important role in their education. 

3. Your students will be engaged in their 
classroom environment and with the 
information they are learning.

4. Your students will feel validated as 
members of the learning community.

5



How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
empathetic and caring. 

1. As a caring teacher I will hold my culturally 
diverse students to the same standards as other 
students.

2. As a empathetic teacher I must understand  my 
students perspectives and makes it a point to 
understand where my students are before 
helping them reach their goals.

3. As a caring and empathetic teacher I must 
foster warmth, responsibility, confidence, 
while responding to all of my students’ 
emotional and social needs. 
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
reflective of my own beliefs about 

people from other cultures.

1. I must investigate my own attitudes and beliefs 
of other cultures. 

2. My self-reflection will help me come to terms 
with any preconceived notions of diverse 
students that can be detrimental to the success 
of my students.

Common preconceived notions:
- Children of color must be corrected.
- Children of color are at risk.
- Children of color will never be able to achieve at 

the same level.
- We live in America and must help our students 

assimilate to the cultural norm.
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
reflective about my own cultural 

frames of reference.

Be cautious of the hidden curriculum!
1. The hidden curriculum is unspoken and can be 

apparent within interactions, role modeling, 
symbolic representations, and mass media. We 
can inadvertently teach students who and what 
is important. Make it a point to make all of your 
students feel wanted and represented in your 
classroom.

Watch for the hidden curriculum in your own 
classroom. Be cautious of…

1. Decorations
2. Rules
3. Images
4. Icons
5. Celebrations 

8



How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
knowledgeable about other cultures. 

1. I must put forth the effort to get to know my 
students individually.

2. I must put forth the effort to get to know my 
students’ culture.

3. I must make an effort to create a valuable home 
to school connection.

4. I must make an effort to know the lives of my 
students outside of the school setting. 

5. I must get to know my students’ culture. Once I 
get to know my student’s home culture  I will 
be able to connect to my students in the 
classroom. 
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
reflective!

1. I must consistently reflect on my teaching in 
order to heighten my awareness of my teaching 
practices. 

2. I must be reflective of my own social 
consciousness and identities including people’s 
way of thinking and behaving based on race, 
social class, ethnicity, and language.

3. I must consistently be reflective of my own 
affirming orientation toward student diversity 
and negative attitudes I may have toward these 
students. 
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
a caring and empathetic listener.

1. I must care for children as people. I must show an 
honest concern for their well-being, academic 
success, and daily interactions. 

2. I must make an effort to get to know my students’ 
experiences outside of school. If I become 
knowledgeable of my students’ family life I will be 
better prepared to understand my students in school. 

3. I must make an effort to be an empathetic  listener. If 
I listen how past learning experiences have shaped 
my students current views of school, I will be able to 
help my students rise above adversity.

4. I must create opportunities to get to know students 
individually. Getting to know each student’s goals 
and aspirations will help in creating valuable lesson 
opportunities in the classroom. 
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
a caring and empathetic listener.

5. I must listen and care for my students in the same way 
I would want to be cared for and listened to. I will 
hold my students to the same high esteem while  
modeling academic, social, and personal values. 

6. I must place my students at the center of learning and 
use their interest and strengths to provide 
opportunities for learning success. 

7. I must build confidence, courage, and compassion 
amongst my students. 

8. I must not give up on my students even when it seems 
as if others have given up on them
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
flexible.

1. I must be flexible in my teaching by scaffolding 
instruction and building bridges between my 
students’ cultural experiences and the curriculum 
content.

2. I must be flexible in my teaching practices. I must 
use a variety of approaches to the curriculum, my 
teaching, and assessment in hopes of reaching all my 
learners’ individualistic needs. 

3. I must be flexible when allowing my students to 
express their thoughts, feelings, and emotions. I 
must allow new ideas and information while 
continuing to be personally supportive and 
encouraging. 
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How can I become culturally 
responsive?

I must be…
a continuous learner.

1. I must be understanding that culturally 
responsive skills develop with experience.

2. I must take action without hesitating. I must 
see the importance culturally responsive 
teaching will have in my own classroom. 

3. I must be willing to change to better fit the 
needs of my students. 

4. I must seek professional development 
opportunities to continue my journey to 
become a culturally responsive educator. 
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Teaching the Common 
Core Math Modules 

while using Culturally 
Responsive Teaching 

Strategies
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Common Core Math  Modules

In the following section we will look 
closely at the Common Core Math 

Modules and how as educators we can 
use Culturally Responsive Teaching 

Strategies effectively.

The Common Core Modules are divided 
in various sections:

- Fluency Activities
- Application Problems
- Concept Development
- Student Debrief
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Fluency Activities

The fluency activities in the Common Core Math 
Modules aim to provide students with continuous 
practice on basic operations. 

How can you use CRT strategies during 
fluency practice?

1. Show your students that you care about them 
individually. Get to know each student’s 
individual needs. 

2. Show patience with each activity. Provide 
visuals for students who may have a difficult 
time following along with fast pace activities 
like choral counting. 

3. Never give up! Remember that each student 
learns at his/her own pace. If you place 
students’ needs at the center of their learning 
each child will have the opportunity to 
succeed. 
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Fluency Activities
3. Look at the fluency activities through the eyes of 

your students. If you believe the activity will be 
difficult for a group of students think about what 
you can do to reach the goal of the fluency activity 
but still reach all of your students. 

Example: If choral counting is difficult for   students 
provide visuals they have used in class such as place 
value disks. Once students get more familiar with the 
concept they will be able to move towards concrete 
understanding. 

4. Push all students to do their personal best. Praise 
students for reaching their own personal goals. 

Example: The mathematic sprints provide a great 
opportunity to acknowledge all students’ achievements. 
Emphasize the importance of doing their personal best 
and allow students to share their achievements. Allow 
students to share their score on side A and B. This gives 
opportunities for all students to share their 
accomplishments in an embracing loving environment. 
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Application Problems

The Application Problems in the Common Core 
Math Modules aim to provide students with an 
opportunity to apply the content learned in 
Concept Development and Fluency within a story 
problem.

How can I use CRT strategies during application 
problems?

1. Include values and beliefs within the story 
problems. Adjusting the story problems 
without changing the integrity of the math 
concepts is a great way to expose students to 
other cultures. 

How can this be done?
- Incorporate everyday life concepts, economics, 

employment, and consumer habits which can be 
used to help students make connections to their 
own lives (Gay, 2010)
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Application Problems

- Use examples, data, and information of cultures 
within the concept development therefore 
exposing students not only to concept 
development, but also cultural awareness. 

- Connect to student’s real life issues in their 
community. Once you get to know students 
individually you will be able to make 
connections to students’ lives and ,in turn, use 
that information to help students achieve.

- Example: Second Grade Module 4 Story 
Problem: Kathy read 15 fewer pages than Lucy. 
Lucy read 51 pages. How many pages did Kathy 
read? 

- This story problem can be adapted by changing 
the names to ones students are more familiar 
with. A specific book name can be included to 
allow students to have a visual of the story 
problem.
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Application Problems

2. Allow students to have flexibility in the way they 
express their thoughts. When reviewing the story 
problems praise students for sharing how they 
arrived to the answer. Students will feel more 
comfortable sharing when you show that you 
appreciate them as individuals. 

Example:
Teacher: How did you solve today’s application 
problem?
Student: I added 34 + 14. 
Teacher: That’s great! What strategy did you use 
today? Number bonds? Tape diagrams? Or the chip 
method?
Student: I used the chip method. It’s easier and my 
answer was 48. 
Teacher: Wow! You reached the correct answer. 
The chip method is a great strategy to use for 
addition and subtraction. You did such a great job 
today…Can you show me 
how you used the chip method?
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Application Problems

-Giving continuous praise will allow the student to 
feel comfortable sharing what they have done to 
reach their answer. Students will feel more and 
more comfortable sharing their mathematical 
reasoning when they feel as if their thoughts are 
validated in the classroom. In this example the 
teacher had a great opportunity to see how the 
student reached the answer and it is a perfect 
opportunity to guide the student into higher level 
expression.  

3. Provide students with intellectually challenging 
story problems.

- Once you get to know your students you will 
see that many are ready to be challenged. 

- Provide students who are ready with the 
opportunities to be challenged mathematically. 
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Application Problems

Task Cards are a great way to provide students with 
challenging problems while giving students additional 

practice based on their individual needs. 

In the morning, Jacob found 23 
seashells on the beach. In the 

afternoon, he found 10 more. In the 
evening, he found 1 more. How many 

seashells did Jacob find in all? 

Level 1
Task Card 

In the morning, Jacob found 67 
seashells on the beach. In the 

afternoon, he found 20 more. In the 
evening, he found 12 more. How 

many seashells did Jacob find in all? 

In the morning, Jacob found 127 
seashells on the beach. In the 

afternoon, he found 30 more. In the 
evening, he found 37 more. How 

many seashells did Jacob find in all? 

Level 2
Task Card 

Level 3
Task Card 
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Concept Development

Concept Development is where students receive 
the bulk of the mathematical concepts. Here 
students will receive direct teacher instruction 
directly connected to the lessons objective.

How can I use CRT strategies during Concept 
Development?

1. Be supportive and facilitative during 
instruction. Always keep in mind that learning 
is individual, as educators we must allow 
students to discover.

How can this be done during concept development?
- Allow students to apply new knowledge.
- Allow students to analyze new information by 

making connections, observations etc. 
- Allow students to interpret new learning while 

validating their expression.
- Allow students to communicate in small groups 

or partners. 
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Concept Development

How can this be done during concept development?

- Allowing students to have continuous 
opportunities to have cooperative learning not 
competitive learning. Cooperative learning will 
provide students with ample opportunities to be 
successful. 

Example: Second Grade Module 4 Lesson 7 

Teacher : We’ve learned to add numbers 
horizontally using different mental strategies. Let’s 
learn another way to add. (Write 24 + 15 on the 
board vertically.) 

 Instead of continuing to the next strategy give 
students time to turn and talk about the math 
strategies they have learned in previous lessons. 
Write a list on the board leaving a space blank 
for the new strategy.
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Student Debrief (Closing)

The student debrief time allows for reflection and 
active processing of the total lesson experience. During 
this time students review their solutions for the 
Problem Set. Working along side of a partner they 
compare answers before reviewing as a class. This is 
the time to look for misconceptions or 
misunderstandings.

How can I use CRT strategies during student debrief?

1. Continue to recognize all successes. 

2. Continue to allow students to have flexibility in 
expressing their thoughts while guiding to higher 
level expression. 

3. Empower your students- such
empowerment will translate to 
academic success and personal 
confidence. 
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Appendix A
Task Card Templates

Use the following Task Card templates to create story 
problems based on your students individual needs.
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Appendix B
Story Problem Organization Page in English

Name: __________________   Date: ____________

Who’s involved What’s involved Operation

Addition 

Subtraction 

Multiplication 

Division 

Pictures and Numbers

Explain 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Appendix C
Story Problem Organization Page in Spanish

Nombre: __________________ Fecha: __________

¿Quién está 
envuelto?

¿Qué está 
envuelto?

Operación

Suma 

Resta 

Multiplicación 

División 

Dibujos y números 

Explicación
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Appendix D
Lesson Planning and Reflection Page

Date: _____________  Subject: ________________  

Lesson Focus: 
__________________________
__________________________

________________

Standards addressed: 
__________________________
__________________________

________________

Lesson Overview
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

___________

Reflection- Was the lesson successful? What changes would you 
make to connect to students cultural differences? 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Culturally Responsive Checklist
Today I was…

Yes No CRT qualities

flexible

Caring and empathetic 
listener

Understanding of culture

reflective
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