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The Era of Reconstruction and the formative years of the Jim Crow 

Era brought to light the racial divide that tore the country in half during the 

Civil War. Everything in terms of societal race relations was now changed. 

With the stroke of a pen former slaves were now to be seen as equals, which 

obviously was met with fierce resistance in many parts of the country. 

Integration into typical American life was not something that American was 

conceivably ready for, particularly in the South. Something needed to be 

done to save what was left of their broken nation. With underground vigilante 

groups and law making government officials, African Americans were thrust 

into lives of unequal means and struggled to make headway in the plight for 

equality. This story has been told by numerous varying accounts. The 

institution of slavery, until the Modern Civil Rights Movement is a topic that 

garners much interest from both researchers and students alike. What is it 

about this topic that makes it one so studied and researched? it 

that people enjoy hearing of struggle and , or could it 

some struggle to identify with against one race that it 

them to out how itself all 

unimaginable tragedies? you into the 

what it 

norms 

the mid nineteenth 

eras 

was cemented in our history during court trial It 
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was the result of the Compromise of 1 877 when Rutherford B. Hayes was 

granted the Presidency in return for Federal troops vacating their posts in 

southern cities. Not more than 1 O years later the first "Jim Crow"' laws 

segregating the races were enacted in the South. C Vann Woodward 

explains that, "Negroes watched with despair while the legal foundations for 

the Jim Crow system were laid and the walls of segregation mounted around 

them. Their disenchantment with the hoped based on the Civil War 

amendments and the Reconstruction laws were nearly complete by 1 890. 

The American commitment to equality, solemnly attested by three 

amendments to the Constitution and by elaborate Civil Rights acts, was 

virtually repudiated.1 The Civil War was a distant memory and the United 

States was on a path that would lead to the complete separation of the races. 

I believe that these actions are what astonish people of the totality of 

segregation. The Supreme Court, Government general society 

especially in 

of regression and oppression. When grappling with what will become 

race relations in 

had wonder why suck a strong talking point. How can a 

a race so 

Plessy V. Ferguson is a court case that transcends many events of 

era due blatant wild 

1 C. Vann Woodwars "Plessy V. Ferguson: The Birth of Jim Crow" American Heritage, Vol .  
1 5  No. 3, (Apr i l  1 964), pp. 53.  



Understanding the era is difficult to begin with, coming from a 2 1 st century 

perspective. Students are often enamored with the way that Plessy was 

found to be an African American in the first place. Plessy who was claimed to 

be one eighth African American and seven eighths Caucasian boarded a 

train that was to stay within the state limits of Louisiana. It is believed that 

Plessy knew of earlier cases that were used as runarounds for Jim Crow 

laws of which African Americans were ruled against. The railroad is also 

believed to be in on the ideas to place Plessy to challenge the unjust laws. 

As Plessy was arrested, it was widely believed that he knew he was going 

argue his innocence and in turn challenge the unreasonable laws put on him. 

The case, which was to be presided over by Justice Henry Billings Brown 

who was from the North, handed down a decision that legalized and 

accelerated the racial segregation that had begun some years earlier. 2 

views of the case regulate the Supreme to popular 

cannot make the rulings to force the perceived equality of people in the 

country, ............... ...,...., , ...,., 

both races as 

was 

2 Ibid. 

when 

as 

race 

was seen as 

the underlying 

,..,,,... .... 1",,..."" that 

the act, 
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it. . .  The argument also assumes that social prejudices may be overcome by 

legislation, and that equal rights cannot be inferior to the other civilly or 

politically. If once race be inferior to the other socially, the constitution of the 

United States cannot put them upon the same plane."3 I find this 

interpretation somewhat troubling and entirely true. How can the Federal 

government make up people's minds for them on the equality of the races? 

With only being thirty or so years removed from slavery, it was going to take 

much more than a law being passed to change the ideology of Americans. 

The initial Civil Rights laws passed afterthe Civil War emphasized this same 

idea. Culture and progression was needed to change the plight of African 

Americans. Segregation was now legalized and constitutional according to 

the Supreme Court. Ironically the "separate but equal" doctrine was now 

put African Americans in a sphere inequality for next sixty 

Segregation brought forth dramatic and profound scenes of American 

life int he early to mid 1 900s. Trains cars were the start, which eventually led 

to segregation all public in in old 

and white reading 

"Whites Only." African American life, which in 

saw their voting rights with 

a new 

showing 

the Civil 

surviving in American culture. It was the culture of America that was in 

over laws that were 

3 Ibid. 



subsequently passed only cemented the ideas of white culture being superior 

to black culture in the of many. 

One person that had a profound effect on the acceptance, or non-

acceptance of African Americans in mainstream society was Woodrow 

Wilson. A southern Democrat, Wilson struck some of the more fierce blows 

to African Americans in the early 20th century. Author Kathleen Wolgemuth 

shows the all encompassing impact that President Wilson had upon his 

entrance into office, "An unprecedented number of Negroes had cast their 

vote for Wilson, risking ostracism or ridicule from others of their race for 

departing from the ranks of the Republican party . . .  Yet it was in Woodrow 

Wilson's administration that the blow to Negro hope of 

advancement fell. "4 Wolgemuth does an excellent job of laying out the 

impacts that Wilson had behind his facade of understanding. intention 

was to segregate the government within the of his 

presidency he did just that. "Segregation had 

and even in 

in Washington or 

working positions, but "5 Wilson was 

to segregate government 1 

cause 

of Wilson's actions refreshing. Many of the articles that I read about Wilson 

era were one It was 1 940s 

4 Kath leen L. Wolgemuth, "Woodrow Wilson and Federal Legis lation," The Journal of Negro 
History, Vol. 44, No. 2. (Apr i l  1 95 9), pp. 1 58-1 5 9. 
5 Ibid. 
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and 50s that a holistic understanding was shown of his actions. You get a 

better sense of where he stood as well as reactions of the NAACP. 

The NAACP was obviously concerned with the entrance of Wilson to 

the seat of the Presidency. He smoothed out a place of trust with many 

African Americans only to rescind that trust in office. The NAACP raised 

protest and movements against Wilson's segregation policies. Contemporary 

authors have painted a grave picture of the after effects from Wilson's 

administration. Wilson, who is widely regarded as being a good president in 

terms of his foreign policy actions falls short with his domestic policies 

regarding race relations in the United States. His entrance and victory in 

World War I often times overshadows his shortcomings at home. "Wilson 

was determined to segregate the federal government. Many Americans, 

white as weli as Black, were surprised, considering Wilson's distinguished 

record, but Wilson was first and a white The NAACP 

White House. 

authorized 

Association also 

discrimination in government, but 

American c-r"""101r'' 

it in 

a strong 

a full-scale attack on the new 

discriminatory 

had iong 

ran in 

anti-intermarriage bills, opening a new front in the battle to dehumanize 

looking the 
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searching for a Washington lobbyist."6 It is these types of events and 

interaction that lend the topic of segregation to such a broad audience. A 

President lies to a group of people that helped to elect him based on his 

ideals to help their plight, only for the rise of the NAACP to gain steam 

because of his actions.7 

Racial segregation was at its peak during the early 1 900s, about the 

same time that motion pictures began to become operational for mass 

audiences. This new medium of film allowed film makers to project their 

ideas and stories to masses of people, albeit silently, they were able to get 

social norms across to society and portray African Americans as brutes and 

savages throughout their films. 

This is shown in its entirety with the film Birth of a Nation in 1 91 

As Niderost explains, timing right as wei i .  Civil 

was very much in vogue, the 1 91 1 -1 91 5  the 

anniversary of the bloody that 

movie portrays 

movie 

while 

was 

film. film portrays the KKK as heroes that were justified in their actions to 

6 "From 1 909 ti the Great Depression: A Partial Chronicle," Crisis, Vol. 1 0 1 no. 1 ( 1 994) 
�p.48. 

Ibid, 48. 
8 Eric Niderost, "The Birth of a Nation," Journal of American History, no. 40. (2005) pp.64. 



restore order in the South after the Civil War, but more so glorified race 

hatred that stemmed from that era. 

In 1 91 5  our nation was fifty years removed from the Civil WAr and 

currently fighting in World War I, but the same issues that we fought the Civil 

War over still plagued the country. Researchers have noted the importance 

of the President's acknowledgement of the film as one that portrays life in 

America accurately and purely in the film. The President is often viewed as 

having a higher moral conscience then most but not in the case of Woodrow 

Wilson. The Birth of a Nation was shown to the president, the cabinet and 

staff members on February 1 8th 1 91 5. It was the first time a film was ever 

officially screened at the White House. Wilson was a Southerner, a man who 

endorsed Jim Crow segregation in Washington, , so the film's basic 

premise was one the president seemed to share, at least in part. The fact 

that many of the movie's cards were from Wilson's own 1 

work, History of the American certainly didn't hurt. Wilson was awed 

by movie, it was "like 

adding, "and my only it is all so 

ringing endorsement picture a new 

seem change with though 

was controversial to say 

9 Niderost, "The Birth of a Nation," 72. 
10 Ebony, pp.77 

10 

with lightning," 

film 

a 



Schroeder 1 2  

Other perspectives on the movie have shown the way that it energized 

African Americans in their fight for equality. The NAACP in particular picketed 

movie theaters in New York City that were to show the movie. Race riots 

broke out in other cities where it was shown. Protest of the films portrayal of 

African Americans as "Uncle Toms" and "Mammies" were popping up all over 

the country. The Naacp in their efforts to try and censor the movie from 

widespread production became a legitimate leader in the fight for equality in 

the United States. As Stephen Weinberger states "The NAACP emerged 

from this struggle stronger and more effective than it might have been had it 

simply ignored Griffith's masterpiece and maintained its focus on the more 

pressing and important issues . . .  the great irony of the campaign though was 

that it aided both the association and The Birth of a Nation. It provided the 

white men and women in cities across the country who had been 

unaware of the association or made 

between a Nation and the 

way the was and 

defeat in their attempt to keep movie from the pubiic. 

With seething racism and with 

as a 

like this could be particularly damning to the plight of African Americans. 

1 1  Stephen Weinberger, "The Birth of a Nation and the Making of the NAACP," Journal of 
American Studies, Vol. 45 no. 1 ,  (20 1 0) 79-80. 



Segregation by race also meant segregation economically. White 

directors were able to produce, sell and profit from their films much easier 

than the African American director was able to. "After The Birth of a Nation 

was released in 1 91 5, there came the great public furor against racism. At 

the time, a standard reply to protest about how Negros were depicted in 

American films was that blacks should develop their own crop of filmmakers. 

The truth is that black American have made their own films for many years. 

While the mainstream of Hollywood filmmakers demeaned and ridiculed the 

American Negro, an underground movement gave the rise to a group of 

independent black filmmakers who flourished in the late 1 920s and 1 930s. 

They tried to present realistic portraits of black Americans, but more often 

than not were trapped by the same stereotype conceptions as their white 

competitors, and as always, plagued by financial, technical, disturbing 

problems."12 The authors do a fair job of showing the that 

segregation has on society as film was released. 

A 

about the 

identity why such is shown for 

a on a 

it is 

can a 

as 

words put into the still film? Ebony magazine 

showing Wilson 

during this time period. 

12 "Looking Back on Blacks in Films." Ebony , June 1973, pp.37. 

to 

own 

a wonderful 

people 



to go through to simple produce a movie for release was troubling. How can 

society discern what is factual and what is not when speaking of race 

relations when a President supports its validity? The average citizen of the 

country will not be able to, and will perpetuate the underlying issue of hatred 

and racism every day. Niderost shows the intimacy that Wilson shared with 

this topic and gives intellectual insight into the relationship he had with its 

makers, "like writing history with lightening" as Wilson put it.13 
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Woodrow Wilson's relationship with African American has become 

increasingly strained throughout his tenure in office. Wilson was reliant on a 

percentage of the black vote to gain office in the first place in 1 91 2, but he 

would eventually turn his back on the promises he made to them some years 

earlier. Wilson was the product of a split election of Theodore Roosevelt and 

William Howard Taft. was the first southern democrat to be elected 

president since although 

somewhat improbable saw great change in the way race relations were 

,.. ,,r • .-...... ,.,,.... and acted case can made that could be 

own 

to 

on 

was not outwardly in .................... '-'. 

post. did 

the United States may count on me for absolute 

and for everything by which I could assist in advancing the 

13 Niderost , "The Birth of a Nation," 72. 



interests of their race in the United States."14 Researchers show the trust that 

Wilson had gained by very prominent members of the African American 

community during this time of his campaign. Booker Washington and 

W. Dubois were both in favor of Wilson becoming the next president of 

the United States, looking beyond his obvious southern democratic roots. 

The President's policies proved to be insurmountable for African Americans. 

Wilson reversed the small advances that were made in the federal 

government by African Americans prior to him being in office. Jobs that did 

not carry much weights or were given as a sign of appreciation for hard work 

or assistance in campaigns were now given to whites. People such as 

William Trotter who was a militant leader pledged their allegiance to Wilson 

as he was on his way to the presidency. "When men such as Totter, who had 

helped mobilize the 1 91 2  black vote for Wilson, sought to counsel him on 

patronage appointments, were spurned, and the 

off from his liaisons with community.15 

masses of 

but even when did to 

with and ultimately down in the 

him access 

himself 

back on 

him. It shock the average person to see such systemic elimination of 

14 Jane Lang Scheiber, Harry N. Scheiber, "Wilson Administration and the Wartime Mobilization of 
Black Americans 19 17-19 18" Labor History, Vol . 10 no. 3 ( 1969) pp 433-44. 
15 Scheiber, "Wilson Administration and the Wartime Mobilization of African Americans," pp 435. 



traditional African American posts, coming from a person who is supposed to 

be of the highest moral character. 
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What researchers generate is that his actions in his first presidency 

ultimately eliminate the black vote for him in 1 91 6, but with the onset of 

World War I and the typical notion that a sitting president in war is usually re

elected to that post left African Americans in an uncomfortable position. The 

1 91 6  campaign of the republicans slam Wilson for his treatment of African 

Americans, "The persistent aim of the Democratic party since 1 91 3  has been 

to eliminate and humiliate the Negro . . .  the decline in employment of blacks, 

department by department and the fact that generally only menial jobs were 

available to them."16 Was a mainstay in the 9 1 1 6  election. 

Even Wilson could not deny the importance of African Americans 

while in war. He needed to be able mobilize ten percent of the 

population that could ultimately win war bring home 

from battle. NAACP had a field day with the prospect sending African 

..,,.,,,..... .. ,,...,..,...,,... into war ...... '"' . ..,, ....... ... .,...,'"' ""'""""'' ......... was 

Wilson openly allowed 

clear that they were held in 

upheld even fighting overseas. 

were in ""r,,,,.,,, 

grated the same at home. 

seen or 

it 

were 

Wilson and public was largely indifferent to the parallels 

that were unfolding and sad irony that was taking place. "Neither 

16 Ibid, 4 35. 



President Wilson nor the majority of his cabinet proved willing to encourage 

such hopes (of defeating discrimination at home) with explicit statements of 

appreciation or support. In effect Wilson asked the black American for 

cooperation despite pre-existing and continuing racial grievances, yet he 

never committed himself for his Administration to relieving the unjust 

conditions in which black Americans lived"17 Wilson had the opportunity as 

president to provide the advancement for multiple groups of Americans 

during his time as president. With the women's Suffrage movement in full 

swing and the growing discontent of African Americans in the United States, 

he could have been remembered as a progressive minded president, 

especially on domestic issues. As researchers argue, this is a lasting 

downfall of his tenure and one that could have easily transcended his 

presidency had he willingly advanced the plight of both groups. 

Societal norms often impacted the actions taken by •v"-fllv•u 

during this time. It would a highly popular political 

gain social 11 .. .AvlLIVV 

throughout 20th 

instances where implementing race laws would chip away Jim 

would is but one must "'"'n,..,,:,..-

an seem 

leaders 

to 

in the eyes of so many Americans? Today we struggle to identify with this 

of if same stigma 

society. 

17 Ibid, 453-455. 
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a impossibly difficult presidency. He 

was faced with two major crises of which one would have been much to 

handle. The Great Depression and World War II obviously define him as 

president. His actions to help Americans find their way out of the depression 

are heralded if not highly effective. His measures can be greatly discussed to 

their effectiveness, though it cannot be refuted that paved the way for 

many African Americans to at least start to be able to reap the benefits of 

being a citizen in the United States. Equality lacked, but it would be through 

the New Deal programs that implemented mandatory measures that 

would get the ball rolling and gaining some equality between the races. 

The presidency of Franklin Roosevelt is one that is debated at length 

to this day by researchers that feel that the programs and options that he put 

in place for the American people allowed for the States pull itself 

out of the Great Depression. Others would World 

mobilization of 

main reason for our 

era. 

supreme 

were anything 

in 

program, were established on a racially invidious, 

that included 

officially race-



Others, like the CCC, operated on Jim Crow principles. Roosevelt's housing 

policy put the weight of federal support being creating and reproducing an 

overtly racially exclusive residential housing industry . . .  The New Deal was 

both racially discriminatory and a boon to many black Americans. Black 

benefited relatively less than whites from many social policy initiatives."18 

Roosevelt was stuck in an era that was yearning to help those in need, 

though race relations did not wane with the onset of struggle. They were 

intensified by the desperate need for food, jobs and dignity. 

Researchers point to the excess of problems that Roosevelt was 

dealing with when wondering why he was not forthcoming when initiating 

change that would help African Americans during this time of need. 

Roosevelt was a master of motivation and due to the grave nature that the 

country was in one has to wonder if taking on the segregation issue in 

and the military would as 

by scholars was mostly silent in his 

in general. programs that 

were 

ll""ITl"•'""l"'lll'"n"''l""I in 

policies that had 

as 

about Jim Crow laws and race 

no 

in were often nninnt•".l 

a 

the era would 

that 

way 

Roosevelt is highly revered as a president in our nation's history, 

downfalls of his administration to be 

Americans into his laws and programs specifically. 

18 Adolph Reed Jr ., "Race and the New Deal Coalition," Nation, Vol . 286., nol 3, pp .24. 



while African Americans fought for the ending of oppression of the Jews in 

Europe while they did not share same types of freedoms here home. It 

seems to be the ultimate contradictory statement that African Americans 

were made to fight during World War II against oppression even though the 

soldiers knew when they got home they were going to share in the same 

discriminatory society that was there when they left. As stated in the Journal 

Schroeder 20 

for Multicultural Education, "The liberal press during this time reported on civil 

rights, civil liberties, and they often cited racial discrimination as a stain on 

democracy in America, however, they did not implicate Roosevelt as the 

President, failing to assign responsibility to the negative policies of 

presidential administration had continued to be the problem. Roosevelt's lack 

of attention to issues of race was noticeable even in major issues like "voting 

rights . . .  At the same time Roosevelt remained silent as the lynching of 

African-Americans was reported on a ...................... "19 It is amazing the way 

that original research captured are the 

on the one hand and 

on power when in 

with it 

Lincoln at that time captured the 

it seems to a following as 

era were 

no 

and minds African Americans, 

19 Prentice H .  Baptise, "American Presidents and Their Attitudes, Beliefs, and Actions Surrounding 
Education and Multiculturalism," Multicultural Education, Vol . 12, no . I, (2004) pp 39-40. 



African Americans were not allowed to lead men into combat, they were not 

allowed to be infantrymen in a de-segregated army, and typically were given 

the very menial jobs that each post had to offer. In the Navy many African 

Americans were cooks and custodians. 

It has been shown that the idea of desegregation of the military was 

routinely brought up to Roosevelt, and that he often paid very little attention 

to it. "The desegregation of the army was another source of contention. 

Roosevelt was reluctant to allow for a desegregated military. Even more 

disturbing was that Roosevelt, 'allowed his favorite service, the U.S. Navy to 

remain almost completely white."20 Scholars maintain that the lack of 

movement by Roosevelt was the underlying cause for the modern Civil 

Rights movement. I don't believe that the weight of more than years of 

segregation can be placed on the shoulders of one president. It is true that 

Roosevelt came from a 

of lifestyle, but 

oppression of 

behind it, but how was i-cn•'"'C'Cl\/OI 

own? G 

to 

more so was 

was to living a 

contributed to the 

make. is 

a group of Uv'l....IUlv on 

on own 

diving into a second racial equality debate. When Roosevelt sent Japanese 

20 Ibid, 39. 

into in 1 it the race 

were last thing on was in the position to win 
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war, and if that meant that he had to restrict, or continue restricting rights of 

minorities hw would do so. Due to this African Americans were swept under 

the rug for another twenty years in terms of any progress that was to be 

made for equality in general societal life. 

Roosevelt's reluctance to act appears in researcher's findings of 

unemployment records for whites and blacks, though some improvement 

was to be made by the end of the war; it was a very gradual effect. "In 1 940, 

the unemployment rate stood at twenty percent for African American men 

and eleven percent for white men. It made sense, then, that fifteen percent of 

black male workers in the North, and fewer than five percent of white, held 

WPA�tpe 'emergency employment'. Elsewhere, particularly in the South, 

local white leaders continued to hire black workers only for menial labor 

positions regardless of their actual skill level or the availability of skilled 

positions. Other simply refused to 

there were white people in need of work. Access WPA 

more limited ,,21 

so as 

was even 

numbers positions in supervisory positions that were particular 

interest. "In northern 1 0,000 officials were hired, 

some 

posturing that Roosevelt passed an '--"'�J\c1L• order in 1 94 1 . Roosevelt 

passed order which would allow for African 

21 Cheryl Lynn Greenberg, "To Ask for an Equal Chance," (New York: Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2009) 57-58. 
22 Ibid, 59 . 

to fill 



the lucrative posts that were being often left open due to the war. This was 

fine for federal jobs, but the bigger question was about the average jobs that 

the government was implementing with the programs he had set up during 

the New Deal. African Americans did not push further during the war period, 

and thoughts of desegregating the military were being forcefully shot down in 

the senate by many southerners.23 

It was obvious that they Great Depression was not going to strong arm 

the United States, or the South for that matter to change their stances on 

race relations. FDR was unsuccessful during his presidency to bring any 

legitimate legislation to the table to allow for African Americans to change 

their place in our societal structure. Scholars and researchers show his 

inability to do this as one glaring hole in his tenure in office, among other 

resounding successful acts. His ideals for domestic race relations were 

severely lacking and it would his president of his last 

Truman to get a leader office that was going to make any real change 

Americans, even if it was only 

of in the military a growing 

contradiction due to underlying reasons our involvement World 

I I  on 

war 

did not have here at home led to changes being brought the table when 

2 3  Karin Chenoweth, "Taking Jim Crow out of Uniform," Black Issues in Higher Education, Vol . 14, 
no . 13, ( 1997) pp .30 .  
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desegregation as a ply for his upcoming election against Tomas Dewey, 

though it is questioned to the reasoning why because Dewey was not 

running on a ticket that was arguing for more equality of the races. Truman 

saw this as a way to get a leg up with the African American vote. He did not 

have to completely desegregate life; he should simply desegregate the 

armed forces and leave old Jim Crow to keep "order" at home. On the 

surface it seems that Truman had the interests of African Americans at heart, 

though scholars show that Truman was somewhat backed into the decision 

of desegregation largely due to the fact that many African American leaders 

of that time took the stance that if another war broke out, which could have 

been a very real possibility with the Cold War looming, they would not 

taking up arms for a country that did not appreciate them. A. Phillip Randolph 

explains in a conversation that he has with Truman, "Mr. President, after 

making several trip around the country, I can tell you that the mood among 

Negroes of this country is that they will never 

of bias and discrimination are abolished."24 

arms again until ail forms 

was 

into a corner, especially on ''"''"'' ... ...,'"' such as race. Randolph was 

away Truman was consider what to with race 

was 

an,_,,, ... , ... ..... .... �. 

actions of African Americans that would lead to 

24 Ibid, 30. 

ILJl!rHC!lrH- of 

did 

it 

giving in and 

1 



Scholars struggle to find out whether or not Randolph had that much 

of an impact to where Truman would take on such an important issue a 

time when he clearly did not need to. World War 11 was over, the United 

States' victory bought Truman time in office, but with the fall of China to 

Communism and the onset of the Korean War, Truman could have just as 

easily ignored the issue. Did he need African American involvement in the 

military to be successful? Or was he simply acting as a pioneer for a cause 

that was long overdue? Whichever side researchers wound up on, both could 

not-refute that Truman orchestrated the most public action against 

segregation by a leading political figure to date. His actions would lead into 

the 1 950s and the heart of the Civil Rights movement to end segregation and 

grant equal treatment in America.25 

Segregation of the races carried with it separation of blacks and 

whites economically, demographically and educationally. Education was the 

most damning that were not as 

equal to white education. cared for 

that a 

Brown v. was an 

ff'\l'"\r1".ll'l"l'"\1'"1 C'l"\1'"11"1'"\1'"1'"l'l"l,-,,n in ....,._.._,,......, l'"',...11'"\l'"\l'"\I,... 

the Civil War was officially over with, to this court decision eighty nine years 

had uc1..;;>.;;;>1;;1;u 

culminated a decision that a seven girl brought to light. 

25 Shari Zuber, "A Legacy for the Future," Cobblestone, Vol . 18 no . 2, ( 1997) pp .32. 



Segregation made it so black school kids may have to walk much further 

distances to their own segregated school. 

Plessy v. Ferguson set up segregation of public facilities as long as 

they were deemed equal. It had become readily apparent that this was not 

working and that public facilities were inherently unequal. Reports show that 

condition even after the Brown v. Board decision was made that schools 

were not equal and that the education level that was being put forth in the 

schools was terribly different. The issues at hand now stand at how the 

integrated high school was to reach all of their students from these diverse 

backgrounds. Chief Justice Earl Warren made the decision that segregation 

was not to be tolerated in public schools. reasoning was not simply 

because of the unequal facilities and unequal nature by which the youth of 

America were being taught. His decision was based on the harm that was 

being done to African children. words, he states, " 

segregation harms Negro children by generating inferiority as 

determination harm flowing 

opinion one lower 

were see 

value. make a decision based on right and wrong was long 

26 Ira Michael Heyman, "Chief Justice, Racial Segregation, and the Friendly Critics," California Law 
Review, Vol. 48 no. I (1961) pp.104. 
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This was the beginning as scholars will attest. Desegregating schools 

on the basis of a court case was only going to be to go so far in the 

of many Americans. The deep rooted hatred in the south and the segregation 

laws that had been in place for almost a hundred years were not going to 

vanish overnight just because a new law was passed. Resistance was going 

to mount and schools, especially in the south were going to try and get 

around the law any way they could. " It may be anticipated that many and in 

some states all school districts will, if desegregation be required by law, 

undertake surface compliance only. While asserting conformity, they will at 

the same time try to keep desegregation to a minimum or perhaps to escape 

it entirely. A variety of devices looking to this end might be thought 

serviceable in varying degrees. Gerrymandering of attendance districts is 

probably the most obvious of such devices. In most American cities, 

particularly in the South, there is an unofficial residential separation of the 

races an as 

states it was not going to be a swift were 

as to 

as as 

York City, Philadelphia and Chicago faced similar challenges with the new 

that was handed of 

27 Robert A. Leflar, " Segregation in the Public Schools." Harvard Law Review, Vol 67, no. 3., ( 1954) 
pp. 410-411. 



American students was getting worse, "Under the present organization our 

schools are open to all children, and yet it is obvious that in this state the 

literary and moral interests of the colored scholar can hardly prosper. He is 

reproached with his color, he is haunted with its origin, and if permitted to 

mingle with others in the joyous pastimes of youth, it is a favor, not a right. 

Thus the law which may declare him free is a dead letter. His energies are 

confined, his mind is in chains, and he is a slave. "28 These statements were 

made by African Americans from Rochester, New York that were trying to 

protect their children from the ridicule that they faced when they entered the 
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desegregated schools. While these statements were made well before Brown 

v. Board was handed down it magnified the issue that many African 

American parents and students alike did not want to go to integrated schools 

either. Many African American students chose to go to segregated schools 

even though the law at the time in the mid 1 800s did not state that they 

rang through of 

Brown v. hand was going 

have a much 

built a were 

were were 

Racism and hatred was being used as a method to challenge the 

back 

28 Arthur 0. White, "The Black Movement against Jim Crow Education in Buffalo, New York," 
Phylon, Vol. 30, no. 4 ( 1969) pp. 376. 



claim as the leaders of power.29 Southern states did not take kindly to the 

implementation of desegregated schools. Measures were taken to prevent 

the effectiveness of the Brown decision. Little Rock, Arkansas became the 

standoff that the whole nation was watching to see whether the newly signs 

integration laws were going to carry any weight. Little Rock was the symbol 

for resistance in the south and it generated much attention due to the overall 

lack of acceptance of federal law by the governor. A superintendent of the 

public schools in Little Rock recounts the hysteria, "On September 2nd 1 957, 

Governor Orval Faubus ordered the Arkansas National guard to surround the 

Central High campus. When the nine black students came on September 4th 

to enroll in the school, they were turned away .. . when they returned 

September 23rd they were met by a violent mob only barely held back by the 

Little Rock police. The next day, President Eisenhower federalized the 

Arkansas National Guard and ordered the detachment of the 1 01 st Airborne 

Infantry Division rock to on 

areas surrounding it, to protect the lives of black children."30 process 

was shown on 

white schools, even though was 

that they had to. As Fair points out, the students stayed the year, but that 

was only the beginning for school district. would decide to 

29 Hodding Carter, "Racial Crisis in the Deep South," Saturday Evening Post, Vol. 228., no.25., 
(1955) pp 57. 
30 Paul Fair, "Little Rock: Then and Now" Theory into Practice, Vol. 17 ., no 1., ( 1978) pp 39-40. 
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school rather than allow for integration. It was said that this was for the safety 

of the kids. It took some time, but through planning and I think what simply 

took some time to get used to, the school would eventually pledge its support 

for integrated schools in 1 977. Fair poses questions when looking back on 

the school almost twenty years later of how it was possible for the school 

district to be able to successfully integrate students in a place where such 

seething racism was flowing. "Racially, we are moving in the right direction. 

The Constitution says its right and the quality of democracy demands it. Both 

races have had to give up some identity. There are frustrations and 

temporary setbacks. Nevertheless, 'separate but equal' was a myth, a 

monster. We can have equality and quality. That's the goal, the principle. "31 

Perspectives on race relations were changing and less than twenty years 

after the Brown decision was handed down, integration in the toughest 

districts was becoming the reality. How was this so difficult to obtain? 

Scholars have pointed to lack of political using power in 

office to support 1 9th and 

was waking 

was 

had saw 

many events that could have changed the course of history for African 

Americans much sooner. political up 

their we might have seen a different 

3 1  Ibid, 42. 



Through all of the resistance to equality in our history and the 

seemingly indifferent attitude towards change one can get hung up on why 

that change didn't happen sooner. The question that should and needs to be 

answered, is what has been done since? How have these hotbeds of racial 

activity changed since the 1 950s? Have cities made conscious efforts to alter 

their futures and amend the scars of their past? 



Schroeder 32 

The Civil War and Reconstruction ushered in a new era of societal 

changes that shaped identities of the Northern and Southern lifestyles of 

many people. This era brought forth a new movement for equality that still 

rings clear to this day. The Civil Rights Movement beginning in the mid 1 9th 

century and continuing throughout the mid to late 20th century polarized 

many Americans against each other. Many southern cities that were 

entrenched in the hatred and violence that laced the Civil Rights movement 

became the focus of people throughout the world. Places like Birmingham 

and Montgomery, Alabama as well as places like Greensboro, North Carolina 

and Memphis, Tennessee became the prime examples of racial violence and 

in many ways became the focus of change in the coming decades. 

BIRMINGHAM 

The decision of the Brown v. Board Supreme Court case started a 

tidal wave of resisted change throughout the country and centrally south. 

norm was 

A 

many became 

was a 

It was 

this city was a distant dream for some and a reoccurring nightmare for many. 

to was all too common and blatant led the 



NAACP was outlawed here during 1 956 and as a response many African 

Americans, including Reverend Shuttlesworth to create their 

own organizations to continue the momentum left by the Brown v. Board 

decision. The Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights was set up to 

challenge the resistance shown by the white southern segregationists.32 

Organizations like these were commonplace in places of struggle in an effort 

to show that outlawing mainstay organizations on the account of race would 

not deter the movement. Shuttlesworth's house would later be bombed as 

well as egregious church bombings sometime later. Intimidation was key and 

fear was the weapon of choice to try and keep segregation in place. 

Uprisings and protest to that could cause you harm or your life. Ku Klux 

Klan were open to this type of behavior as this was a time that many in the 

Klan vvould perform some of the heinous Af. A . . 
on ... ncan, .mencans m 

these southern societies. These horrific were to be a message 

in south. Judge happened 

were were 

were 

an 

livelihoods were 

was to 

at times literacy tests were still being used to weed out the black vote. 

became so that if an 

32 Birmingham civil rights institute. (20 11, November 12). Retrieved from http://rg.bcri.org/gallery/ 
33 McWhorter, Diane. Carry Me Home, Birmingham, Alabama--The Climactic Battle Of The Civil 

Rights Revolution. Simon and Schuster, 2003. 127. 



vote in many cities in the south, they would likely lose their job. While voting 

is a terribly important part of being a citizen, one would be hard pressed to 

find someone that would be willing to risk their job to be able to do so. 

Birmingham, Alabama has centuries of stories and atrocities that blanketed 

the city and it doesn't have much to be proud of when it comes to race 

relations. Seen as one of the most divided cities in America throughout the 

1 950s and 60s, Birmingham would become the epicenter of difference in this 

era. 

While Birmingham, Alabama has a violent and turbulent past, it has 

made attempts to reconcile the issues that they did face. The 1 950s and 60s 

were a reminder of the racial hatred and tension that plagued the city for 

nearly a hundred years. Birmingham has tried to set new reminders of this 

time by creating a center of change and memorializing the drastic measures 

that had to be taken to change the societal norms that had gripped the city. 

monuments stand took throughout 

city, as well as memorialized parks. 

Memorials are used to take a of a specific 

m,...,, ,.,.,.,.,. that event for 

or 

1nnn"'.:ll1.,,.,, Civil 1,_.nnnTc- 1 serve as a 

a 

reminder of the city's history of civil strife and to lay the ground work for 

future generations to ""''"'""'"'""' their an make securing a more 

future. 
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Birmingham does not hide from its past. It acknowledges that where once the 

city housed two people, Black and White, unknown to one another except 

through the painful thread of segregation, Birmingham now embraces its 

past, neither forgetting nor dwelling on it, but using it to foster 

understanding1134 Birmingham is trying to procure itself a new identity with not 

merely talking about its past, but using it as a stepping stone to allow for 

better understanding of why the city was the way it was. The Birmingham 

Civil Rights Institute has made it a point that they are not a museum, but an 

growing institute for society. To lay ground for a museum, it may be seen that 

it is a place for only reflection on what happened and not a place where 

people, and the city can continue to grow. 

The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute tells the story of a typical African 

American living in its city. Everything from segregation to the specific events 

that put Birmingham in the living rooms of many Americans during the Civil 

ideology of segregation, the institutions with the black community, 

inequalities of the system, and the with white people that kept 

pathway, so a 

is about to wander 

,,35 

for a story to be told through emotions lends itself to cause a greater 

response from the average You are moved by totality of 

34 Birmingham civil rights institute. (20 1 1, November 16). Retrieved from ��==�=-==.,;..:... 

35 Romano, R. C., & Raiford, L. (2006). The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory. (pp. 48-
49). University of Georgia Pr. 



segregation, from the muted gray figures looking in on whites sitting at a 

lunch counter laughing to figures walking together in unison, marching for 

equality and the end to a segregated society. 

Schroeder 36 

Birmingham has done some more subtle reminders of their past to 

commemorate the struggles that many went through to try to end segregation 

and allow for a more complete society. of these memorials was done at 

Kelly Ingram Park. The park originally was dedicated to those that died in 

World War One, naming it after the first naval casualty of the war, and local 

firefighter, Kelly Ingram. This space has garnered the embodiment of change 

that has morphed through the decades and serves as a reminder of what a 

memorial should be about. Kelly Ingram was once just public green 

space, which like most every other public entity in the south during the time, 

was strictly segregated. Formerly called "West Park," the place was re

dedicated in 1 932 to Kelly Ingram and stood that way for nearly 60 

memorializing of the park has 

and 

looking forward to the future. 

stand 

place 

of the statues garner a very real understanding 

this park. A of Martin King 

looking over 1 6th 

what took 

the 



where four little girls were killed in a church bombing in 1 963. The event took 

place only three weeks after King gave his pivotal "I have a Dream" speech 

at the Lincoln Memorial. As you walk through the park you come across other 

reminders of the days in 1 963 that gripped the nation. 

The "Freedom Walk" is what has been dedicated and as you walk 

through and around the park you get a much more poignant reminder of the 

struggle that took place throughout the south. "The sculptures' visceral 

presence has the effect of offering a spatial primer in the tactics of 

provocation and confrontation used by protesters to secure their rights. The 

inscription on the base of one of the installations, showing two black children 

behind a jail cell's bars, reads: 'We ain't afraid of your jail.' From the 

pedestrian walkway, which goes between the statue of the children and that 

of the jail bars, the visitor can look toward the cell and read along top 

the sculpture 'Segregation is a ' In the process scrutinizing police 

violence and valorizing resistance of subject-object 

establishment 

are a graphic 

reminder of 

began 

place in the protest. It shows how 

become, knowing that children would be in harm's way and could 

likely be injured or even worse. 

36 Hughes Cox, Thomas. ( 1995). Reflections on a place of revolution and reconciliation: A brief 
history of kelly ingram park and the birmingham civil rights district. (pp. 8- 10).Birmingham, 
Alabama: Birmingham Civii Rights Institute. 
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The final two monuments stand as a more graphic representation of 

the battle for equality and shows the more recognizable events of 

Birmingham that many Americans would have seen on their televisions. One 

monument shows a African American male being held by a police officer 

while a snarling police dog sits at his side. The monument shows the 

authority of the police backed by Bull Connor and the vulnerability of the Civil 

Rights Movement. In its dedication it is stated underneath the monument that 

it was dedicated to "This Sculpture is dedicated to the Foot Soldiers of the 

Birmingham Civil Rights Movement."37 

The final monument shares the distinction of being the most moving 

and also the most terrifying. As a patron the park you walk through the 

"Freedom Walk" and when you do you pass through a small corridor that has 

attack dogs on both sides of it. bronze snarling dogs come at you 

being held back by only their leashes. This is an impressively powerful 

memorial to those that had to endure the hardships the Civil 

forefront in part Birmingham, a reminder 

and 

"Understanding marginality as 

crucial If we 

as a sign marking the despair, a nihilism penetrates in a destructive 

way the very ground of It is 

37 Ruffins, Faith, D. ( 1992). Mythos, memory and history: African American Preservation Efforts, 
1820-1990. (pp. 554-602). Washington, D.C .: Smithsonian Institution Press. 
38 Ibid, 554-602. 



that one's creativity, one's imagination is at risk, there that one's mind is fully 

colonized, there that the freedom one longs for is lost.. .A message from that 

space in the margin that is a site of creativity and power, that inclusive space 

where we recover ourselves, where we move solidarity to erase the category 

colonizer/colonized. Marginality is the site of resistance, that space. Let 

us meet there. that space. We greet you as liberators."39 

Birmingham has had much to overcome as being seen as one of the 

most segregated and violent cities in all of America and having some of the 

most gruesome events of the Civil Rights Movement take place there. They 

have made great attempts to come grips with their past, while making it 

abundantly clear that they simply to not wish to memorialize events, 

but to set up places for remembrance and reflection that will allow future 

generations to learn and grow from the events that took place. Birmingham 

can be seen as a model for how a can from its deplorable 

a can the 

wrongs that had committed. 

a reminder of the a 

human relations in Birmingham, the United States and perhaps the world.1140 

39 Hooks, Bell. (1990). Yearning: Race, gender and cultural politics. (pp. 149-52). Boston, 
Massachusetts : South End Press. 
40 Birmingham civil rights institute. (20 1 1, December 1st). Retrieved from =-=;..:;..:..:;._;���===-.,;..:... 
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The Civil Rights Movement took many wild turns to places of struggle 

and need as the south grappled with racism and hatred the movement reared 

its head in the direction of unfair practices in local businesses, specifically the 

sanitation workers of the city that were being subjected to radically different 

rules of society and lower rates of pay. These movements were started in 

retaliation of two black sanitation workers being crushed and in a separate 

event, 22 black sewer workers were sent home for the day without pay while 

their white supervisors were kept on and were paid. These events triggered 

the changes that needed to me made for equality in Memphis. Subsequently, 

a few weeks later the movement began when almost 85% of the workforce 

went on strike for equal rights and equal pay, attracting the curiosity of 

King.41 King came to Memphis with the intent of helping this local movement, 

which would ironically be seen as a very small event in his otherwise grand 

scale changes he had made in Alabama. 

a magazine 

captures the essence the movement and the 

and a symptom nation's 

more importantly 

a 

cause 

his death was, ironically, a minor labor dispute in a Southern backwater: the 

two-month-old strike 1 , 300 predominantly Negro collectors in the 

41 Teaching with documents: Court documents related to martin luther king, Jr., and memphis 
sanitation workers. (n.d.). (2011, December 4th) Retrieved from 
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/memphis-v-mlk/ 



decaying Mississippi river town of Memphis. The plight of the sanitation 

workers, caused by the refusal of Memphis' intransigent white Mayor Henry 

Loeb to meet their modest wage and compensation demands, first attracted 

and finally eradicated Dr. King, the conqueror of Montgomery, Birmingham 

and Selma.42 

The Lorraine Hotel was a common place for very prominent African 

American figures of the time to stay and was a regular establishment for 

Martin Luther King when he stayed in the area. Ironically sentiment of the 

time more than likely pushed King to again stay there in 1 968. King was 

being criticized for staying in upscale hotels and people sensitive to the 

situation would advise King to stay in a place that was seen as a little more 

modest. The Lorraine hotel would be suitable to fulfill the need to be seen as 

more conscious of his actions. The reasoning likely came from the situation 

of King giving a speech in front of sanitation workers that are striking to 

a wage. at a family's 

house and decided around 6pm on that it was to head 

King waited for a on balcony of hotel 

A his 

moaned one of his lieutenants as he saw the blood flowing over King's white, 

button-down shirt.. . .  tenderly towels over gaping wound; 

some 30 hard-hatted swiftly on 

42 The Assassination . ( 1 968, Apr i l 1 2) .  T ime, 9 1  ( 1 5),  30. 



response to the shot. In doing so, they missed the assassin, whose weapon 

(a scope-sighted 30.06-cal. Remington pump rifle), binoculars and suitcase 

were found near the rooming house. A spent cartridge casing was left in the 

grimy lavatory. The range from window to balcony: an easy 205 ft."43 
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The aftermath of King's death was a whirlwind of violence, riots and 

questions with few answers. The lack of information about who killed King 

was a catalyst for conspiracy theories that the government may have had 

something to do with the killing. The trail leading to King's killer would run dry 

after a month of intense investigation while James Ray was on the run, 

he was able to dupe the authorities into a real life worldwide man hunt for 

him. His story is made for movies, as he was an escaped convict that was on 

the run from a twenty year jail sentence for robbery that was serving in 

Missouri. He made several attempts to escape before succeeding in 1 967. 

He would travel throughout the United States, never staying in one place for 

too long. He used dozens of which would to 

believe that he was somebody and that 

was 

other names was 

able make it out 

to 

who would later 

his 

was 

simply 

was 

Zimbabwe. He attempted to gain access to Rhodesia by way Portugal. 

attempt was thwarted when he missed the boat to Africa and was made to 

return to London to find a new way into Rhodesia. ran of and 

43 The Assass ination . ( 1 968, Apri l  1 2) .  T ime, 9 1  ( 1 5), 30. 



eventually turned to robbery again to gain enough money to make it to his 

destination. Later his name and photo would be put on a watch and detain 

list to where his next attempt top leave London would lead to his arrest, 

eventual extradition and trail in Memphis. He would be convicted of King's 

death and sentenced to 99 years in prison. Ray attempted to change his 

story numerous times, while trying to gain a new trial Ray would later claim 

his innocence in an attempt to clear his name but to no avail. Ray would die 

in prison at the age of 70 in 1 998.44 

King's death ushered in a new wave of change and essentially ended 

the large scale non-violent movement for African Americans. These changes 

transcended the United States and eventually the globe. His leadership in the 

Civil Rights Movement is seen as a beacon of hope for humanity to be able 

to correct the vvrongs of history and to bring together a society that spent 

centuries tearing itself apart. Memphis, 

problems as other southern 

The Lorraine Motel has not been short throughout its history. 

the Windsor and 

wandering more pivotal 

that took place 

a 1 6  room was 

sold to Walter Bailey in 1 945. Bailey would rename the hotel for his wife 

The was up 

44 House Se lect Committee on Assassinations . HSCA Final Report - Findings, 287-323. Retrieved 
from http://www.aarc library.org/pub l ib/j fk/hsca/report/pdf/HSCA_Report_2A_Ra y. pdf 



travelers that were passing through Memphis. It was one of the only hotels 

around that was open to having African American travelers stay overnight. It 

was more than just a hotel to the people passing through. It was an 

affordable place to relax, eat some barbecue and enjoy a clean and 

affordable place to stay. This would seem common for most but finding 

friendly African American establishments such as this in the south during the 

segregation era would be extremely hard to come by. 

The Lorraine hotel where King was shot and killed would eventually 

become a landmark of civil strife in America. The hotel was painstakingly 

transformed into what will later be dubbed the National Civil Right Museum. 

A group of cit izens from the city of Memphis formed the Martin Luther King 

Memorial Foundation to try and save the hotel. With the help of the city of 

Memphis they vvere able to over $ 1 40,000 to save the hotel from 

demolition in 1 984. Under guidance from the Smithsonian curator, Benjamin 

Lawless the foundation that would a landmark 

Civil R ights as well as a educational facility to about the wrongs 

racism hatred while forth a new era growth and 

Hotel would National Museum 

and will purchase were important faithful 

Exhibits in the Lorraine motel are not as extensive as you may find in 

Birmingham, though of memorial is a 

for a society and more of a living memorial King and to allow people to 

45 20 year anniversary . (20 1 1, December 8). Retrieved from http ://www.civiirightsmuseum.org/ 
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come together and extend the message that King carried for unity and 

continued understanding for all people. The exhibits mark history for African 

Americans from the 1 600s through the Civil Rights Movement and ultimately 

the resounding feature is to stand where history took place, albeit tragic and 

disastrous for American history. A wreath sits where King was shot and the 

patrons are able to retrace the events of April 4th all over again.46This is a 

important piece of history and saving the Lorraine motel was a necessity 

though the totality of the change in Memphis does not carry the same weight 

as it does in places like Birmingham where entire blocks are transformed and 

dedicated. Memphis did what was necessary, but it begs the question what 

determines a suitable memorial and how does a city correctly and justly 

decide to honor the movement? 

Cincinnati, was what it 

National 

cover. It 

a 

traveled this way to get to their freedom. Their mission is to . . .  "reveal stories 

about freedom's heroes, from era the Underground 

46 Dwyer, 0. & Alderman, D. H. (2008). Civil rights memorials and the geography of memory. 
(pp. 48-63). University of Georgia Press. 
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contemporary t imes, challenging and inspiring everyone to take courageous 

steps for freedom today."47 initial indication that one gets from the site is 

that this is not just a place to talk about what happened in the past but a 

place to discuss and keep alive those that are still in bondage today and how 

best to help their situation. Slavery in the United States is used as a vehicle 

to move people and grasp visitors emotionally while still keeping 

contemporary slavery in mind. A fitting place to house such an enormous 

part of African American history, Cincinnati would be the pace that many 

slaves would cross into to get to the north and subsequently gain their 

freedom. The Kentucky river was the barrier that divided the southern slave 

holding states from Ohio which was a state. through the early 

1 840s, the Underground Railroad in Cincinnati was primarily a black 

enterprise. Among its leaders were the city's most 

successful blacks including Henry Boyd, who amassed a fortune as a bed 

a room to 

five . .  Nevertheless, the Underground Railroad during this 

period was a 

his families his freedom to 

a 

pass, they took a boat to Cincinnati, where they were met with a man in a 

47 National underground railroad freedom center. (20 1 1, December 12th). Retrieved from 
http://www . freedomcenter.org/about-us/mission/ 



wagon who took them on to Sandusky and on to a boat to Canada. The 

journey took six days."48 

The NU RFC is set in the heart of Cincinnati on the banks of the 

Kentucky river and opens itself to educate people on the truths and myths of 

slavery and the railroad itself. The NU does an amazing job of 

chronicling slavery through the years. It starts with the early onset of slavery 

in the 1 500s to the Dominican Republic and follows it to Virginia in 1 6 1 9. The 

Bronze statues depicting the scenes are heart wrenching reminders that 

even though the stories of slaves in the early centuries is a very difficult one 

to accurately tell, the sheer magnitude of slavery and it existence for greed 

can be seen in these early exhibits. 

Like the National Civil Rights Museum in Birmingham, the NU has 

dual roles, to tell the history while keeping contemporary ; ...., ,_, . ... ""'...., and learning 

in mind. The Exhibits from the slave quarters and the typical house dissected 

a 

somber reminder of our nations past. 

Major throughout 

our history serve as a constant 

to lengths educate people on as well as owning 

own while serve 

without fully embracing their past. I have focused my application of these 

historical concepts to my teaching, allowing to make own 

48 Calarco, T., Vogel, Hallstrom, Grover, Waddy-Thibodeaux, & Pope, S. L. ). (20 1 0). 
Places of the underground railroad, a geographical guide. Greenwood Pub Group. 
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assumptions by engulfing themselves in these places and judging whether 

the changes made, albeit on the surface were enough to effectively alter their 

history and make right the wrongs of their past. 



The Civil Rights Movement and the history of racial discrimination is a 

topic that sparks up much debate and questioning in my classroom. Students 

in my self contained 1 1 :  1 classroom tend to enjoy using the information 

learned in class to compare it to their own lives or to make some hypothesis 

for the future. They are intrigued by how a society can be so outwardly 

biased without any recourse, and generally start to make comparisons to 

their own perosnal lives. My aim is to emerse my students into the civil rights 

era by having them reserach specific events that are divided by destination 

that can give students a better idea of exactly what the Civil Rights 

Movement took to make happen. Their research will be guided through a 

web collection system that I will able to monitor and provide them with 

most accurate stories and timelines available. The goal is to allow students 

become more engaged with the material by allowing to make their own 

My are 

that I am teaching and when I am able to give them the they 

in multiple different mediums it 

teaching a with 

them a way to become more involved will benefit their understanding of this 

topic and allow them a more understanding how 

an era. 



Students will be engaged in a web based collection of websites 

that are all focused on three "hot spots" for the Civil Rights Movement, 

Birmingham, Alabama, Greensboro, North Carolina and Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Students will be able to access the website at 

��=::!:.::������:.:= and while at the site they will be prompted to 

view each locations timeline of events to record ten events that took place 

during the height of the Civil Rights Movemet. The interactive websites show 

pictures, video and personal accounts among other great interactive tools. 

The students will be equiped with a worksheet that allows them to record 

thes events, but also to make their judements on each site and its 

subsequent information. students vvill be asked for example 

1 

o n  

a re . . .  
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i n  

a or 

are 

answer 

Historical investigation allows my students 

done can in 

new 

some 

issues that the 1....1 .,. .... , ......... ,... Movement took on. 

hypothesis of 

address 

Marzano takes on 

is 

by showing the 

learning 

on a 

can guiding 

a 

demonstration of how air flow travels over the wing of a airplane, he 

that changing shape the wing in a way will a 
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specific effect on the flow of air." 49 My aim is to give students the tools to 

make parallels in history and their own world around them, and fluidly make 

decisions on current conceptual topics based on their understanding of prior 

history. 

According to Marzano, "Students are engaged in historical in historical 

investigation when they construct plausible scenarios for events from the 

past, about which there is no general agreement. For example, scholars 

have presented conflicting versions of Roosevelt's role in the events that led 

up to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. To engage in historical investigation, 

students need to use their understandig of the situation to generate a 

hypothetical scenario."50 Students are given the opportunity to create their 

own views on the topic of Civil Rights while judging each specific city as to 

how far they have come since the movement Using an online 

application program that gives me the opportunity 

learning works well for typical style type learner I see in the 1 1 

Civil 

career was one that 

research that I 

is a 

a 

done bring out not only the history 

but varying degrees of acknowledgement 

movement, 

49 Marzano, Robert , Debra J. Pickering, and Jane E. Pollock. Classroom Instruction That Works. 
Alexandra, Virginia: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2001. 103. 
50 Ibid, 107. 



movement some new life in the eyes of my students. While visiting these 

places would be the ultimate goal to make real-life assertions of progress, 

the web sites that I chose for my concentrated learning baseis the next best 

step. Students are given the opportunity to visualize what the movement was 

about, through first hand accounts and specific details not readily found in 

your average text books. On top of that they are able to take it one step 

further with their hypothetical judgements on comparing these major hot 

spots of activity during the movement for what they have done since these 

events took place. 
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