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Absgtract

This case study explored the advantages and
disadvantages of the home-schooling experience of
one family. Data collection consisted of direct
observations, review of taped lessons, samples of
student work, curriculum review, pre- and post-
interviews with parents and student, analysis of
reflective journal kept by parents, interviews with
extended family members and friends of the family,
and results of standardized testing. Reasons for
home-schooling were concerns over the quality of
the public school education the student previously
attended and religious concerns. Findings
indicated that the advantages were: a better
quality education, teaching of religious values,
more family time, and a flexible schedule.
Disadvantages consisted of: a lack of available
resources (financial and educational) and the
teaching ability of parents at higher levels of

academic subjects.
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Chapter 1

Statement of the Preoblem
Purpese
The purpese of this study is te disscoever one
family's pereeptien of the advantages and disadvantages

of home-sehooling.

Question te Be Answered
What are the advantages and disadvantages eof

home-seheoling for the subjeat in this study?

Need fer the Study

As the number of students being heme-sahooled
qontinues to escalate, so dees the need for more
researeh. Several greups of people will benefit from
this research.

Parents need infermatioen about heme-sehooling seo
that they @an make intelligent eheiees abeout their
ehild's education. While larger studies will aompare
the home-seahooled and publia-~seheeled populatiens, this
ease-study will previde indepth infermatien en the life
of a home-sehooeled student, her family, the everyday
ehallenges, as well as the long-term geals and results.

The educational sommunity ean benefit frem researsh

alse. Most home-seahsoled students will eventually be
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integrated into the publia sechool at the upper levels
and will bring with them a new set of experienees and
styles of learning. In some eases, parents may change
their minds about home-saheoling and teaahers may be
thrust into the task of working with a failing student.
In order to ensure that each ahild is reeeiving a
quality edueation, the sahoel eemmunity must be able to
give direstion to prespeative home-sahoelers and set
guidelines.

Colleges and universities must ahange the
desision-making proaess for entrance. Neo longer will
they be able te "size up" a student by test saores
alone. Home-sshooled students will arrive with
different learning and life experienaes.

Traditionally one aould assume that all students
had similar baekgrounds and knowledge. Every
student reeeiving a high sehoeol diplema from a publia
sehoel met speeifie requirements. Students aould
easily be eompared to eaah other by standardized test
seores given at the end ef aourses.

Home-sahooled students will apply to selleges with
gompletely different experienees. Their eurrieulum will
not follow the striet requirements adhered to in publie

sehools. Evaluatiens will be different and therefere
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noet somparable te these given in publis saheels. Even
within the heme-seheel pepulatien, aeurrieulums will vary
greatly, making it mere diffieult te "sum up" a student
by his test seores. Traditienal admissiens proaedures
will need to be ehanged teo refleet the changing

pepulation of students.

Definitien of Terms

For this study, heme-sehesling is defined as an
educational alternative in whieh there is individualized
instruetien of the ehild (er ehildren) by the parent in
basie living skills as well as in eourses of aeademie

study (Mahon & Ware, 1987).

Limitatiens ef the Study

The sample size is limited to one family seo the data
golleated will noet neesessarily be representative of all

home-saheeled parents and ehildren.
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Chapter 11

Review of the Literature

Reasens for Home-saheeling

In general the twe reasons most often given fer
heme-seheeling were aoneerns with asademies and
religious beliefs (Mahan & Ware, 1987, Gladin, 1987,
Groover & Endsley, 1988). Adaording to Lines (1982)
some parents objested tot he politiecal er wultural
values they found in publie and private seahools. Other
parents questioned the moral and edusatieonal quality of
textbooks (Mahan & Ware, 1987). Williams and others
(1984) found six eategeri¢s of reasons: wunsuitability
of ehildren for sahool, desire of parents feor eontrel,
soecialization, soneeptualization eof the learning

proaess, ideas abeut aontent, and personal interest.

(p. 4-7).

Heme-seheel Pepulatien

It is estimated that the number of ehildren being
home-sehoeled natienally ranges from 250,000 (Groover &
Endsley, 1988) te 353,500 ahildren (Calvery & Others,
1992). Aesording te Mahan & Ware (1987), some experts
believe there may be as many as one millien ahildren

taught at home. One reasen for the disparity between
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the numbers is that seme states require sahool beards

te report figures while eothers de net.

Legality eof Hoeme-seheeling

Harris and Fields (1982) explered the legality of
home-sahoeling and variocus aeurt aases aentering around
the issue. They found that thirty-three states make
provisiens fer home-sahecoling. Deekard (1991) published
a handbeok listing eaeh of the fifty states’
requirements that must be met in eorder te aeemply with
state Compulsery Eduaeatiens Laws.

New York State requires that parents annually
provide written notice te the superintendent and then
submit an individualized home instruetien plan fer each
student. The teaaher is net required te be aertified
but the superintendent must determine that the perseon is
gompetent to teaah. Striat reeord-keeping is required,
ineluding re#ords of attendanee, a desaeription of the
material eeovered in eaeh subjeet, and a quarterly grade
or written narrative of evaluatien. At year's end an
annual assessment must be submitted ineluding the
results of a eommereially published nerm-referenced
aechievement test. New York State is speaifie about
exaatly what subjeats will be taught at each grade

level and exactly hew many heurs ef instruetion must
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take plaece. Home-sehseled students are not awarded high

seahool diplemas.

Ceneerns with Heme-sehesling

By far, the publie has expressed the mest aoneern
over home-sehoolers' academie sueeess and eppertunity
for soaializatien. Calvery et al. (1992) feund that
most states require home secheol parents te administer
aechievement tests eaeh year and that scheol
administrations rely exslusively on these saores to
aheek aecademia suacess.

The researeh eemparing the academie sueaess of
heme-sahooled students and publie sehool students has
overwhelmingly supperted the home-sehool eommunity.
Gladin (1987) reperted that Linden (1983) found that
heme-seheoled students reeeived formal edueatien only
three hours a day and then worked independently feor two
and one half.hours, yet were able to progress "at a rate
equal to that ef students in publia ssheels" (p. 59).
After studying 416 heme-sahooled students, Gladin (1987)
eonaeluded that "it appears that students educated at
home do as well as their publie sehool @sunterparts"

(. 3
More speaifieally, Tipten (1990) aempared the

Comprehensive Test of Basig Skills results of home and
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publie ssheeled students in grades three, six, nine, and
eleven. Results indieated that home-sehecled third
grade students saored signifieantly higher in
veaabulary, reading eemprehensien, mathematias aeongepts,
seaienee, and tetal mathematies; signifieantly lewer in
spelling; and similarly in ether areas. Sixth grade
home-seheoled students seored signifieantly higher in
eompoesite, voeabulary, reading eomprehensien, and total
language, and similarly in ether areas. Ninth grade
home-sehooled students were signifieantly higher in
reading, lower in mathematies, and similar in ether
areas. Eleventh grade hoeme-seaheooled students were
signifieantly higher in reading and similar in the rest.
The public has alse expressed esneern with the
seaial opportunities of the home-sehoeoled ahild.
Perhaps the most aritieal statement is gited by Steugh
(1992) and eemes from a West Virginia judge whe
sharasterized heme seheoel envirenment as plaae in whiceh
parents
keep their ehildren in medieval igneranee and
quarter them in Diekensian squaler beyend the reach
of the amelieorating influenae of sogial welfare
agenaies, and separate their ghildren from
organized seoeiety in an envirenment of
indoatrination and deprivation so that the ahildren
besome mindless autematons ineapable ef soping with
life outside their own families (State v. Riddle,

1981, p. 367).

Gladin (1987) eited studies by Kearney (1984), Jasper
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(1984), Feinstein (1986), and Tayler (1986) whigh
referred te soaializatien as the major eoneern that
peeple have with heme-sesheeling. Tayler (1986)
eonaluded from his study that few ehildren edueated at
home were seoaially deprived. Ceonversely, Gladin (1987)
peinted eut that "in our busy urban seaiety, it may be a
greater ehallenge to previde quiet time at home for the
ehild than it weuld be te provide enough seaializatien

oppertunities" (p. 62).

Parents' Ceneerns

Several studies delved inte the aonaern held by
parents over the day-to-~day respensiblities of
home-schooling. Reynelds and Williams (1985) listed
patiense with ehildren, energy, time management, and
heme fagilities as sonserns. Williams and Others (1984)
added fear/self-desubt, soeial iselatien,
exhaustion/tetal dedication, separating heme from
sehool, balance between strueture and spontaneity,
measuring pregress, speuse reles, undesirable shild
behaviers, teaching independenee, what materials to use,
ahildren's sogializatien, insufficient resouraes, and

apparent lack of preogress to the list of aoneerns.
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Chapter I1I

Design of the Study

Hypetheses

At the eonglusien of this study...

1.

Subjeets

The parents and e¢hild will have deeided that
home-se¢heoling was a werthwhile eemmitment and
that they will sentinue to heme-sahool.

The parents will agree that the ehild is
reeeiving a quality edueation preferable to
and more advantageous than that whieh she
reaeived in publie sehool.

The student will have a positive attitude
towards the home-seheool and will prefer it teo
her publia schoel experienae.

The parents will have explered the strengths
and weaknesses of their sehoeling and make
approepriate shanges to address the quality eof

the edueatien.

Methedelegy

The subjests are a family of four in a home-saheol

situation.

The family is frem a rural tewn in upstate
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New Yoerk. The father is a 28 year old heavy equipment
operator. The moether is 29 years eld. Beth have some
evllege experienee but ne degrees. Both parents are
teashing the student, with the primary teaeaher being the
mother. The sldest ehild is a 7 year old girl who
attended kindergarten and first grade in a publia
sehoel. The youngest ghild is a five year old bey whe
will not begin fermal eduaatien until the fellewing
year.

The subjeaets will be referred te as Father, Mother,
Student, and Child #2 in erder teo proteat their

privaay.

Prewedures

The study began with an initial interview with
boeth parents. Questiens (see Appendix A) explered
reasons for heme-sshoeling, aurrieulum, methods of
evaluatioen, . the subjeats of reading and writing,
soeializatien, shert-term and leng-term geals, and
other areas of interest.

The parents were asked te keep a journal for
three weeks. The researaher suggested categeries
inaluding, but net limited te, strengths and
weaknesses of the program, ehallenges, &hanges in the

student, epportunities fer seaialization, quality ef
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eurrieulum, metheds of evaluatien, unique experienaes,
and any persenal insights inte their partieular home-
sehoel situation. Onee per week the researeher and
the teaeher met te share the results.

The student and the researeher alse met fer an

initial interview (see Appendix B). Questiens
explered her feelings abeut her saheeling -- publia and
heme.

Data Celleetien

Qualitative researahers depend on a variety of
methods fer gathering data. This praetiee is eommenly
galled triangulatien and '"invelves the ineecrpeoration of
multiple data souraes in order te inarease eonfidenge in
researeh findings" (Glesne & Peshkin, 1992, p. 24).

Three data gathering teehniques deminate in
qualitative inquiry: partieipant observatien,
interviewing, and desument colleation (Eisner, 1981;
Glesne & Peshkin, 1992; Howe, 1988; Linaeln & Guba,
1985). ldeally, the qualitative researeher draws en
some aombination ef teehniques to @olleet researaeh data,
rather than a single teahnique. This study ineerperated

ecaesh of the three types of data eolleation.
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Interviews.

The study began and ended with interviews with
beth the parents and ahild. Questions explored
reasons for home-sahoeling, eurrieulum, methods of
evaluatien, the subjeats of reading and writing,
seeialization, shoert-term and leng-term geals, and
other areas of interest (see Appendiees A and B). The
researaeher alse interviewed several extended family
members and alese friends of the family for their
insights into this speeaifie home-sechoeling situation.

Observatien.

The researeher direatly observed twe full days
of instrustien. During those two days the researeher
observed the methed of teaeching, the lessons, the
instruetional material, methods of evaluatien, and any
strengths and weaknesses apparent. Seaond, the teacher
audiotaped various lessens, at least twe of each
subjeat. The researasher then reviewed these lessons
and reaorded infermation relating te values,
seeializatien, aeademia subjeats, and aesademia
evaluatien.

Deeument Colleeation,

Three kinds of doauments were eolleated and

evaluated. First, the teaasher and student ahese
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samples of work to share with the researaeher. Second,
the researcher reviewed the home-seheel eurrieulum.
Third, the researeher aollested and reviewed the

jeurnals kept by the parents and the student.

Analysis of Data

The researaeher kept a journal feor the three
weeks. As the study pregressed, the data aolleeated
was grouped inte themes or patterns relating te
values, socialization, aesademie subjeats, and academia
evaluatien. The journal kept by the parents was
@aolleated at the end of the month and these insights
and observations were entered thematically into the

researeher's journal.
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Chapter 1V

Reliability ef Results

Te ensure the reliability of this study, the
researeher empleyed three established saientifia
prinaeiples: an independent audit, triangulatieon, and
a member eheak.

Linaeln and Guba (1985) deseribe an independent
audit as a presess in whiesh "an external auditer
examines the inquiry te establish that the preduats are
gonsistent with the raw data" (p. 109). 1In this study,
an independent auditer reviewed the researeher's
transeripts of raw data and esded the data aeaording te
the foeur tepies eutlined in the study: values,
segialization, asademia aahievement and aaademia
evaluation., The results of the researaher and the
auditer were feund to be aonsistent.

The sea;nd measure of reliability, triangulatien,
gensists of "sross-esheaking of data and interpretations
threugh the use of multiple data seurses and/er data
aolleation techniques"” (Lineocln & Guba, 1985, p.109).
In this study, the various data souraes (researsher's
observations, taped lessons, samples of student's weork,
eurrieulum review, pre-~ and peost- interviews with

parents and student, analysis of refleative journal kept
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by parents, and interviews with extended family members
and friends of the family) all suppert the e2nalusiens
drawn by the researaher.

The third gauge of reliability is the member ehecgk.
"The member eheeak, whereby data, analytis eategories,
interpretations, and eenslusions are tested with
members of those stakehelding groeups frem whiah the
data were eriginally eollegted, is the mest srueial
tegehnique fer establishing eredibility" (Linaeeln & Guba,
1985, p. 314). This study, in its entirety, was
reviewed by the subjeats and the researeher's
eenalusiens regeived their full appreval.

The following raw data, grouped by themes, are
evidenae of the aenelusions drawn by the researaher
in the next shapter. They were seleated by the
researeher to provide the reader with speeifia examples
whish suppert the findings of this study, the
reliability of whieh have been supperted through the
seientifie means of an independent audit, triangulatisen,

and a member ahesak.
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Data Grouped by Themes

Values

"Well, whe de yeu think is geing te have the most
influenee over our &hild? She's in sahool from
8:30 in the merning until 4:15 in the afterneen."
(Mether)

"l started home-ssheoling se I aould have aentrol over
what they are being taught." (Mether)

"One reason for home seaheoling was the things Student
was learning abeut sex on the bus." (Father)

"Well, she's not aeming home asking us abeut
interesting four letter werds." (Mether)

"When you go on the bus, peeple 2all you names and
things." (Student)

"l have a one-on-one¢ relationship with my kids that ne
one else ean sinee | am beth mem and teaaher."
(Mother)

"We aan take field trips en weekends as a family so we
are eombining saheol with goed, quality family
time.” (Mother)

"A lot of time the kids whose parents are really aative
in their upbringing and have both parents are the

kids whe are exaelling in seheel." (Father)
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"lIf there is semething where children are net allewed,
we'll mere than likely opt not te ge. Whigh is why
the two of us haven't been out tegether in a leng
time." (Mether)

"Heme sahooling has develeped a let mere respect between
family members beacaus¢ we spend a let of time
together." (Father)

"l like being heme sasheeled beaause 1 get te see Mommy

and Daddy every day. And Child #2." (Student)

"A majer disadvantage te heme-saheooling is the laek ef
a segond ineome. It's easy te de without things
when [ knew fer sure we are deing what Ged wants us
te do fer eur shildren."” (Mother)

"If we want te raise her in a Christian atmesphere,
it's not happening in the publie sehesl system."
(Mother)

"She's more firm in her Christian beliefs. The kids
would make fun ef her and tell her she was wreng."
(Mother)

"l woeuld like publie sehesls te allew the teaching of
Ged in the seheol." (Mether)

"Fer helidays, speeifieally Christmas and Easter, we
eelebrate them the way we aheese, in a Christian

way.'" (Mether)
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"The Christian sehoel is net a sehool merely for the
sake of aasademias, but for the sake of fulfilling
the ehureh's Ged-erdained role in a@aarrying out the
Christian edueation mandate (Deuteronemy 6:7,
Proverbs 22:6, 2 Timethy 3:15-17). Just as we
believe it would be wrong te plase them under the
influenee of goedless teaehers, so we believe it
would be wreng to plaee our students under the
influenae of godless, humanistie textboeks and
teaahing materials." Hiaeks,L. (Ed.). (1991)

Seaond grade arithmetie eurrieulum (p.8). Pensasola,

FL: A Beka Book Publieations.
daily prayer time and devotiens (observed)
daily Bible reading (ebserved)
"Gooed attitude" ehart posted with emphasis on "Yes,

[I'll be glad to" response (observed)
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Data Greuped by Themes

Seaialization

"We wanted a little less seogializatien feor Student.
Some were using her eor teaaehing her things we
didn't think were appropriate.” (Mether)

"I'm finding Student and Child #2 seem to adjust well teo
new situatiens and «an strike up a sonversation with
people of all ages. 1 <an't help but feel it's at
least partly because they have been spared a lot of
the peer pressure and negative sesializatien that
goes on in sehool or on the bus." (Mether)

"1 think there is tee mueh emphasis on seeialization,
personally, and teo little emphasis on the family.”
(Mother)

"She'll say she misses her friends at sehool, but she
wasn't alese te them. The ones that she is elosest
to didn;t go te her sehool anyway.'" (Mether)

"l liked publie seshoel bezause I had lets of friends. 1
miss my teashers semetimes.'" (Student)

"I'm very happy because [ get to see my Mom every day
but I'm sad because I miss my friends." (Student)

“Student and Child #2 an be friends with kids they see

at the home sshosl @ae-op and at shureh.'" (Mether)
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"Wednesdays we go to a ss-ep, The teaeahers, mostly moms,
teaeh musie, art, ehapel, and gym." (Mether)

"She goes teo chureh every week and sees her friends whe
are there., ©She has a friend and her sister whe she
sees at least onee if net twiee a week. She is alse
around the adults in our Bible study." (Mether)

"We are always out seeing people and deing things with
friends, at ehureh funatiens, ae-ep, ete." (Father)

"We invited aneother heme sahecoling family te jein us en
a field trip se there was socializatien fer the kids
too." (Mother)

"My ehildren are heme with me and just 'with' me

probably 99% of the time." (Mother)
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Data Greuped by Themes

Aeademias Subjests

"Parents' prejudiees @onaerning aertain subjeats will be
passed en te their kids. The ehild may net de as
well in this subjeat sinee the teaeher is net
enthusiastieally teaehing it." (Father)

"We use our own areative ideas or we teaeh a little
differently." (Mether)

"You ean't learn saienee just by reading a beok and then
answering questiens., If you're going te learn abeout
astronomy you're geing te be out at night with a

telesaope aatually leeking at stuff yeu see in the

beok -- planets, stars, aonstellatisns." (Father)
"hands-on aaetivities —-- We teok the kids to the
Roshester Museum and Seienee Center." (Mother)

"For an eaolegy field trip, I'm geing te take her out te
the woods and ask her hew many animal houses she
sees," (Father)

"We made a @ell membrane and a nugleus out eof yarn, We
used weeden beads te make the DNA and RNA and little
bloaks for the erganelles." (Father)

"In order to keep up, I want te eentinue my own

edugatien." (Father)
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"l sometimes wender hew high 1 ean teaeh math. 1 used
te knoew math, but de 1 still?" (Mether)

"The eurrieulum we're using noew eoffers a high scheool
video series so that is an eption.'" (Mether)

"It is harder te be areative with language and writing."
(Mother)

"1 would like te get rid ef the whele language pregram.
1 am a firm believer in phenies.'" (Mother)

"1 den't knew hew te make phonias rules mere exeiting.”
(Mo ther)

"Her spelling has really impreved beaause she knews the
rules."” (Mether)

"Memmy helps me understand the boeoks and in publia
sahool they just kept eon reading even after you
den't say the word right. But Memmy takes time and
helps us preneunae it the right way." (Student)

"We exaell by eompeting against <aaeah ether. Neot that we
try to put ether peeople dewn, we just set geals to
reaeh fer." (Father)

"Saheol is pretty easy but the publie seheel was even
easier, But 1 like @hallenges a little bit."
(Student)

"Everybedy in publia seheel gets the same generie

edueatien, regardless of interests." (Father)
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"l knew their persenalities, likes, and dislikes, and
@an ineorperate these inte their learning precess."”
(Mether)

"1f you gan get a child's attentien threugh semething
they're interested in, you ge a let further than
trying te teaeh thirty ehildren generieally by
threwing out a faet and telling them te retrieve
it." (Father)

"the ene-on-one learning experienee" (Mether)

"l ean't imagine having te divide my time between
twenty-five students after deing this with ene er
twe." (Mother)

"The awesome part abeut teaeching is that yesu get to see
first-hand hew they are reading or math er whatever.

You don't have te hear it see«ond-hand frem a

teacher." (Mother)
"flexibility -- Have seheel, will travel." (Mether)
"flexibility in sehedule -- 1 a@aan schedule a break
whenever. We've dene reading in transit." (Mether)

"l don't have te pull her out of alass fer a dester's
appeintment and have her miss semething impertant."
(Mother)

"Teday eur at had kittens. I've never heard ef a publie

sehool alass that stepped elass se 25 students aould
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wateh a @at have kittens." (Mether)

"lt's a ahallenge seme days when yeu have te make your
ehild realize your heme is alse the sahsol."
(Mether)

"Anether ehallenge is just being tee eemfortable at
heme." (Mether)

"l would like te have our own specifie plaae for saheol
instead of in the kitehen." (Mether)

"available resourases limited" (Mether)

"1'd like to get a really gooed esomputer. There are lots
of things that we aould get to help -- aomputers,
teleseopes, beeks, eameras.” (Father)

Creative lessons: learning abeut araters with resks and
mud puddles; math lessen on measurements using milk

jugs, pints, eups, quarts (ebservaed)



Page-25

Data Greuped by Themes

Aeademia Evaluatien

"She is required te take the SATs and the saeaores are
sent te the publie seheel shewing that she is within
a aeertain pereentile. If she isn't at that level,
then the sehoel will send us a warning, establish a
prebatienary peried, and retest her. Abeve and
beyond that is sur business.'" (Father)

"The publie seheel keeps tabs on what level she is at
while she's being home-sehoeled. She still has to
take some tests for them." (Father)

"During tests in publie sehoeel we eouldn't say
anything." (Student)

"'She sometimes says she deesn't like te write se I have
her leock at all ef her earlier writing and she gets
exeited because she zan see the differenee.”
(Mother)

"When I was in sehe®l they dietated a buneh of faats te
you and then gave you a test and you had te spew
them baak out." (Father)

"One aurrieulum eempany sends us a test te evaluate what
level our ehild is at. That way we ean tailer the

aurrieulum to the student." (Father)
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"Being their Mem tends te make me tougher on them
academiaally. They know I expeat them te de their

best at everything." (Mether)
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Chapter V

Censlusiens and Implieatiens

Censlusiens

The deaisien te heme-seheel was net a quiek er easy
one for the subjeats. Their daughter had attended
publia sahesl fer kindergarten and first grade
and doene very well. Hewever, the subjeats felt she
@ould do better. Through the avenue of velunteering in
the elass, the mother eould see that her daughter was
way ahead of the other students and net being
asademieally ehallenged. She appeared bered, semething
that was easy te overleok in a elassreom of twenty-five
students.

Mere frightening te the subjeets were the
pelitieally erreat '"seeular humanist'" themes running
threugh the publia seheel qurrisulum. They felt as if
the values they were teasghing their daughter were being
threatened by what was being taught at sehoel, net te
mentien en the saheeol bus er by her peers,

These eonaerns led the subjeats to researceh heme-
saheoling. They talked te their daughter's teaaher,
ether heme-scheeling parents, and finally the prineipal

of the elementary seheoel, With the suppert of family,
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friends, and ehureh they made the deaision te
heme-saeheol.

This researah study gave the subjeets the
oppertunity teo evaluate their deaision and the
subsequent aaetions. Are they providing Miehelle with a
better quality edueatien? De their teaehing abilities
meet their ewn expeatations? What are the ahallenges to
teashers, student, and family? Finally, will they
eaontinue te heme-saheel their daughter and eventually
their sen? Here is their story...

The subjests' list of advantages and disadvantages
is similar teo other heme-sechooling families. Tep en the
list of advantages is the quality edusatien their
daughter is reeeiving. Academieally, the student's
performanee is exgellent. Her state-required
ashievement test, the Stanferd Aahievement Test Series
Eighth Editien, is just one indicatien. With the
exaeption eof spelling whieh was in the 92nd peraentile,
the remainder of her results were in the 99th pereentile
natienally (tetal reading, tetal math, language,
envirenment, listening, basie battery and eemplete
battery). Her parents are not easy on her. Her Mether
says '"Being their mem tends te make me tougher on them

aeademiaeally. They know I expeet them te de their best
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at everything." Aeademigally, the student has aertainly
respended well te the «aring, ene-on-one atmesphere of
the hoeme-sahool.

Additienally, the student eentinues te be influenaeed
by her family and their Christian beliefs and values.
The eurrieulum is a Christian heme-seheceling pragram.
Daily prayer time, Bible reading, and devetiens are a
part of the ssheeol day. Helidays are researehed and
studied aeeerding te their religious signifieanee. In
publie seheol the student's art projeets and erafts were
eentered around Santa Claus and the Easter bunny. Now
these are mentioned as an afterthought.

The negative influenaes that so esneserned the
subjeats are now gene. Any new four letter werds eome
frem the spelling beek rather than the seheel bus.

The student no lenger has her belief system ahallenged.
Additienally, there is net any dewn time like at
sehoel for feoling areund. Mem/teaaher isn't busy with

25 other students. The mother is always there to
suppert and eneourage the student and te ensure that she
stays on task.

In these areas -- quality edueatien, values, and
negative influenees -- the subjeats are aonfident that
the student has benefited froem their deeisien to home-

saehool.
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The mether is quiek te peint out advantages in other
areas, teeo. Their family is «leser. They spend more
time together, in and eut of saheol.

A flexible sahedule is an added benefit alse. No
sahoeol time is missed for siaekness or appeintments.
Saheol vagatiens and family vaeatiens always serrespend.
Birthdays are always off days. Seheel on Saturdays
means longer summer vaeations er speaial days off.

The student animatedly deseribes one day ef sahool spent
watehing her eat have kittens! Flexibility alse means
seheol is net limited to one alassroem or as the mother
puts it "Have sehoel, will travel." They have had
lessens in the ar, at the laundremat, eor eoutside.

The great seoaialization debate engeing in and ocut
of the heme-sehoel geommunity isn't an issue feor this
family. The student is invelved in ahureh, bible study
groups, a heme-sahocol! aocoperative, danee lessons, and
plans te play summer youth soeeaer. The student did
mentien missing her seheol friends. Her parents prefer
her to spend less time with saeheel friends and believe
she has adequate soaializatien with family and aeahuraeh
friends.

The biggest disadvantage apparent is the lask of

available resouraes. One full-time parent/teasher
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means only eone finaneial eentributer. The added
expenses of gurrieulum and supplies result in less meoney
fer negessities as well as extras. Cemputers,
telesaepes, miarosaopes... the list gees on, A separate
alassroem for seheel would be helpful but a bigger house
is eut of the question at this peint.

In the publia seheel, the student had aeaeess to a
wealth of resouraes and teechnelegy. The library was
just dewn the hall instead of miles away. Students were
learning how te use aemputers. At the seaond grade
level the oppertunities missed may be negligle, but what
about in the upper grades? The publie saheool students
will be studying bielegy, ehemistry, and physies in
saienee labs with all the essential equipment. They
will have aecaeess to the internet and unlimited
information. The subjeats eannot eempete with the
budget that the publie seheoel has. The question is, aean
they proevide an adequate eduaation despite the laek of
resouraees?

Oppoenents of heme-saheeling alse questien the
teaehing abilities of parents wheo are net trained
edueaters. The father is extremely aonfident in his
ability teo teaah seienee. He plans te eentinue his own

studies in the next few years. The mother expresses
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seme se¢lf-doubts. She desaribes learning and
re-learning as she is teaehing. Creativity in lessons
begomes ehallenging at times. Algebra and trigenemetry
in the distant future are frightening. The eurrieulum
ssmpany dees offer vides-taped aourses whieh is an
optien. The mother's final eonelusien is that, while
her job as a teascher will become more diffieult, she
will do whatever is neeessary to give the student the
best edueation pessible.

The parents are traditienal teaachers. New ideas in
teaeching will net affeet them. They deo net attend
worksheps or sonferenses like publie sehoel teaahers.
Phoniaes is their salvation. Whele language is speken
about like it is an infeetious dis<ase. With suah an
intelligent and interested student, the tried and true
metheds have worked just fine. Child #2's educatien may
be the samé. Or, he eould pessess some more ehallenging
learning styles, habits, or tendeneaies whiah will need
to be addressed through ether teaehing metheds and
styles.

Extensive self-evaluation of their decisien te home-
sehoel and the results of the first year were benefieial
for the subjeats. The student's asademie suaaess leads

them to believe that they made the right deaision.
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Home-seheoeling has alse given them eoppertunity te make
their Christian values a prierity.

Explering the daily and leng-term ahallenges and
disadvantages of heme-sehoeoling was very worthwhile. At
stake is the educatien ef their ehildren. Addressing
the problems early allowed them te make seme ahanges now
and te plan fer the ehallenges that lie ahead.

"It's goeed te be reminded -- on paper, in blaek and
white -- of why we deeided te hoeme-saheool. As we went
through the year we planned teo de this leng-term. But
it really elinehed it foer us te see how the ahanges we
have made have affeated our daughter seo pesitively.
After looking ahead a few years, 1 think we both felt
ehallenged but we are determined to de what is best feor
esur daughter, with Ged's help, and right new that is

heme-sehoeling." -- Mether
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Implieatiens for Researah

It is in the best interest of a eommunity te
eontinue researeh in the subjest of home-sehooling. The
desisien to heme-saheoel has far-reashing eensequenaes
beyoend the sahool age years. The learning experienaes
and abilities of the heme-sahooled pepulatien will
be vastly different frem those of publie and private
seheols. Eventually, these students will reunite as
peers, weorking side-by-side in our eommunities.

This study eof the advantages and disadvantages ef
heme-sahooling is a springbsard inte future researceh.
Eaeh advantage and disadvantage investigated by these
subjeats and the researher are appliaable te other home-
sehooling families. A speeifice use fer this study
would be te address the asritieal issues with parents who
are eensidering heme-sehooling. 1 prepese that seheool
distriaets develep a peliey for guiding petential heme-
stheol parents threugh the planning and deaisien-making
preeess. Providing parents with a wealth ef infermatien
abeout this subjeat, getting them in teueh with the
heme-saheol e@emmunity, and effering eentinued guidanae
threughout the saheol year weuld greatly inerease the
ahanee that eaah heme-sehooled child would be an

asademie suaaess. Simply menitering yearly standardized
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test seores is net ensough, Establishing at the end eof
the saheool year that there are preblems is net
benefigial to the student, teaaher, or the sahool.

A majer issue for heme-seheslers will eaentinue to
be the laek of available resourees. Advanees in
teehnolegy will always eutpaee the ability ef the
average family te be aempetitive. If the heme-sehoel
trend eeoentinues, sommunities will have te address the
need for aeeess te reseurees. Furthermere, if
gevernment meney is to be spent, researah will have te
te sonvinee tax payers and politieians that heme-

sehoeoling is in the best interest of eur seaiety.
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APPENDIX A: INITIAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS (PARENTS)

What were your reasons for choosing to home-school?

How does your home-schooling experience differ in
that area?

Whose idea was it to consider home-schooling?
What was your spouse's response?

Did you research home-schooling before you made the
decision?

What was the process for getting district approval
to home-school?

Who is the primary teacher? What subjects do each
of you teach?

What unique qualities do each of you bring to the
home-school experience?

Please describe a typical day.

What strengths have you identified in your home-
school?

What weaknesses/challenges have you identified in
your home-school?

Have you noticed any changes in your daughter since
she has been home-schooled?

How much time per day is spent teaching/learning?
Has your family life been affected by this project?

What curriculum are you using? Why did you choose it?
How did you hear about it?

How many different curriculums did you 1look at?

Did the district have to approve it?
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What was the process for selecting a grade level?
How is your daughter evaluated?
Does the curriculum provide tests?

Does the district require an evaluation? What kind
and how often?

Please l1list the types of books the student reads for
school, for reading class, for pleasure.

How does your curriculum evaluate reading growth?

Do you and your daughter talk about the books she
reads?

How often do you visit the library?
What kind of writing does the student do?
Does this include creative writing?

Does the curriculum suggest that the student respond
in writing to any books?

What opportunities does the student have to socialize
with peers? Do you feel this is enough?

How did the following groups of people react to your
decision to home-school (public school teachers
and administrators, friends, the student's
friends, your family)?

If you had the power/money/time... How would you
change the public school to make it the right
school for your daughter?

What improvements would you make to your own school?

Was your decision to home-school the right decision?

Will you continue home-schooling? If so, have you
thought about how 1long?

What are your plans for your son's education?
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Initial Interview Questions (Student)

Will you help me share with other people what home-
schooling is all about?

Why do you think your Mom and Dad decided to home-
school you?

What do you like about being home-schooled?

Is there anything you don't l1like about being home-
schooled?

What did you like about public school?

Was there anything you didn't like about public
school?

Do you miss your friends?

Is home-schooling harder or easier than public
school?

What makes it harder?

What makes it easier?

How do you like having your parents as teachers?

Do they do a good job?

Do you think you have changed in any way since
you've been home-schooled?

What kinds of books do you read...for school?
for reading class? for fun?

What kinds of tests do you take?








