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We’re Not Out of the 
Woods Yet!

It now all comes down to 
“strategery.”



• September 11, 2001, the United States was attacked on our homeland for 
only the third time since the War of 1812.

• Other times: both during World War II by the Japanese; Pearl Harbor 
Hawaii, and Dutch Harbor, Alaska.

• New York City suffered attacks on the World Trade Center that was also 
bombed in 1993. The Pentagon as well in Washington D.C., was attacked.

• Osama Bin Laden was believed to be the mastermind of the attacks; as a 
result, American resolve sent us to Afghanistan once again.

• It was believed at the time, according to intelligence reports, that members 
of Congress and the President, George W. Bush, had access to information 
that Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction. Later on, we would 
send troops back into Iraq.

• While President Mahmoud Amhadinejad in Iran was searching for peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, it has been claimed that at the same time he was also 
looking for heavy water reactors for weapons grade materials.



• The United States began to fear a terror attack using some form of nuclear 
material known as dirty bombs.

• As a result, the Department of Homeland Security was formed to better 
coordinate agencies against potential terror attacks.

• The DHS began a new color--coded system showing the severity of any 
potential threat. Additionally, it recalled ideas from the Civil Defense 
Administration on how to prepare for bad conditions…no bunkers yet!

• After the fall of the Soviet Union, the Strategic Air Command began to 
decrease operations although it could be reactivated at a moment’s notice.

• Current President Barak H. Obama had meetings with Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev, they agreed on July 6, 2009, to further reduce the 
number of nuclear weapons. The current START treaty expires at the end of 
2009.

• Russian Premier Vladimir Putin has stated he would be willing to drop 
nuclear weapons if the United States and other nations would as well.

• Yet in 2007, Putin argued that if the United States pursued a missile defense 
system, Russia would have new targets in Europe. The U.S. wanted to place 
missile defense systems there, not to counteract Russian missiles, but those 
of rogue nations.



• On October 1, 2008, the U.S. Congress gave permission for our country to 
share nuclear resources with India.

• India and Pakistan, through the late 1990’s and early 2000’s, tested nuclear 
devices to show force. Both nations have been at war over the disputed 
region of Kashmir. 

• During the war in Afghanistan, the Pakistani government was one of our 
reluctant allies, receiving military aid and technology from us. The signing 
of this treaty was a slap in the face to them.

• Not long after the treaty was signed, Pakistani and Chinese forces scaled a 
large military war game. It can be argued that the United States wants to 
keep India as an ally due to China’s increasing power.

• As of today, the worst enemies of the United States in nuclear capability are 
North Korea, Iran, and Russia. Although North Korea has poor guidance 
systems, they could hit the western U.S. coast. Iran has the capability to 
attack our troops in Iraq.

• In the end, between the United States and Russia, both nations could 
destroy the earth. If you really think about it, each nation alone could 
destroy the earth. Command and control rests solely with the President of 
the United States; that is not the case or has not been the case for other 
countries, especially when the Soviet satellites’ broke away.



How did the public react to the era?

• Dr. Strangelove: comedy.
• James Bond: action.
• Airwolf: stereotypical espionage television show.
• War Games: What if a computer controlled our nukes? We will watch this.
• Hunt for Red October: Defecting Soviet sub; spy flick.
• Crimson Tide: Heat of battle, do we fire or not?
• The Day After: WOW! We will watch this.
• Indiana Jones 4: Stereotypical but interesting, we will  watch the opening 

sequence.
• On the Beach: What would happen if all that was left was Australia? We will 

watch this.
• Strategic Air Command: Very typical of the era where support of the 

military and sense of duty to country against the Reds were needed. We will 
watch this.

• Spies Like Us: Definitely a comedy, we will watch this.
• Atomic Café: Must see to believe, we will watch this.



• Trinity and Beyond: another you must see to believe; we will watch this.
• Hiroshima: The Decision to Drop the Bomb: Very informative and graphic. 

A must see.
• Weapons Races: The Race for the Nuclear Bomb: Impressive with unique 

insights.
• Finally: Live From Bikini Bottom SpongeBob SquarePants:
• F.U.N. song!
• http://spongebob.nick.com/videos/play/INT_spo_yourbrain_funsong/
• THE END!!!!



• Contributing Sources:
• Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.
• Associated Press.
• My thesis paper.
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