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Abstract

Reading is important to help students gain access to many differenpkinds
knowledge, information, and ideas. The reading aloud strategy can be used to reach effective
out comes and ireading @m@apebensoihe duepose sf this studyto
providesupportfor the reading aloud strategy to improve reading cohgmsion Thestudy
wasconducted during the summer of 2014 in Saudi Arabia. The participants of this study
were41 malestudents in th&" grade. The researcher explained the reading aloud strategy to
the participants to increase their reading compreban3ihen the students employed the
intended strategy during the reading lessons in order to increase their reading comprehension.
This research studysedthe 5" grade textbook to determine if the use of the reading aloud
strategy improgdreading comprednsion for student§ hiswasmeasured by a comparison
of pre and post intervention reading comprehension tests. In addition, a survey created and
designed by the researcher for this study medstistu d ent sé enj oyment of
increased through theaisf the read aloud stratedyastly, the researcher conducted
observatonsnd recorded field notes on students?®o
According to the resultshe reading aloud strategy showmakitive effects on the
developmentad improvement oSaudi students ¢ o mp r .gle@arteipaotsmwere able
to connect their own experiences and personal knowledge with the daily texts to share their

opinions and demonstrate a hilglvel of understanding.
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IMPROVING READING COMPREHENSIONBY READING ALOUD M

Introduction

Reading is the key to learning. Learning and knowledge are fundamental to education
(Jubani, Lama, and Gjokutaj. 2012). The history of reading is associated with the invention of
writing. It is common knowledge that no one is born knowing how to readvanitebecause
these two things must be taught. Reading is of great significance in human life, therefore, it is

the main factor in the acquisition of expertise and knowledge.

Reading is a translation of written symbols into spoken words and the refgtions
between the written symbol and meanfAdrJarf, 2007) That means, reading is a complex
process between the eyes and tongue and mind. From this standpoint, the objective of
teaching reading is to train readers to read in order to effectively getfohmation and
understand what has been read. This is referred to as reading comprehension. Reading
comprehension means the ability to read text
using prior knowledge, making predictiomsiddrawing out valable information among
other factors. From here, there are different ways of reading to enhance comprehension, such
as reading aloud or silently. In this paper, | will discuss improving reading comprehension

and literacy for Saudi students by using thelieg aloud strategy.

History of Lack of Interest in Reading

Many adult readers remember their favorite books that were read in their childhood
because they enjoyed reading. However, though now it is possible for almost anyone to read
or learn to read, theesire to read has faded. It could be due to the growth of technology and
easy access to infmation, which allows peopleot to have to learn or retain any information.

It could also be the fact that parents are reading less to their children because they themselves
have fallen out of love with reading. This is an issue because people need to keep a love of

reading in ordeto have control over their lives. To identify the exact problem is difficult, but
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it is easy to note that there has been a negative shift away from reading throughout the world.
One of the places this has occurred is Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia is a smalbeintry with only 20 million people. Saudi Arabian educators
observe that there is something worrying the teachers and that is that there are a number of
students who do not like to read textbooks, books, stories, or histories. Thisdgetiae
effectont h e s tacadeeio imgr@ement and achievement. This problem is deeply
inherent insociety, especially in Saudi schools. Recently, the education has improved thanks
to the efforts of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of Education has providsgl@ms
in order to develop the education, such as the project of King Abdullah to develop public
education and the foundation of King Abdul Aziz to develop creativity. | hope that these
programs enhance teachsskills and help them to achieve effectiveé@mes with their

students more than before.

| have experience teaching with 2588, and6™ grades for three years in an
elementary school. The courses that | taught were reading and grammar. | observed that half
of the students struggledtivireading. Sometimes we went to the school library and asked
them to read, but they did not like to read because they thought that reading stories was
similar to studying. Most of the teachers in Saudi Arabia have the same problem that is most
of the stuénts do not like to read stories or novels. Also, a few of the teachers have tried
encouraging their students to read by offering them rewards or credit for reading. This
approach may get the students to read, but it does not get them to enjoy. Hearding
teachers in generabould like toi mp r o v e reading dkédlswsirgg @urrent theories and

recent research.
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Current Status of the Problem

Walczyk and GriffithRoss (2007) presentedraeory that applies to this study on
improving reading comprehensiangluding reading skills. This theofgcuseson reading
skills and reading attention in order to improve reading with weak readiemse,some
modern educational research shows theoitgmce of reading comprehension to enrich the
educational process in general. McCormick (1977) showedtihdénts from 4tho-6th
grade whoread aloud regularly duringperiod of several months, achieved significant gains
in reading comprehension, aeting skills, and vocabulary. Other researchers such as Gold
and Gibson (2001) confirmed that reading aloud is the basis of literacy development. They
have also said that reading aloud indicates the relationship between the printed word and
meaning, so rehing aloud makes complex thoughts more accessible to understand for the
reader.

As in other parts of the world, the elementary schools of Saudi Arabia use
standardized basic readers in order to teach reading to all students in gBadlegrades B,
the students learn to read and in gradés they read for comprehension {2drf, 2007). The
reading program in the elementary schools in Saudi Arabia emphasizes word recognition,
comprehension, and acquisition of vocabulary. Unfortunately, many ofutlergs in
elementary school in Saudi Arabia are not good readers. This has a negative impact on the
student sé academic achievement. The main goa
grade level or above. iTo have children reading bélow gade level of reading is not good,
and something must be done to change it. As a result, most of the teachers want to help these
students, but they are not sure how to help and what the best strategies are that can help the
students to become better read@ise present study uses the reading aloud strategy in order
to improve reading comprehension and literacy for Saudi students and increase their desire to

read.
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Reading is important to help students gain access to many different kinds of
knowledge, informaon, and ideas. Also, reading has many bené&fitstudentdecause it
can enha n soeial skitlstand®peh 1§ dew worlds for them. The students must see
reading as an enjoyable activity in order to truly benefit from it not only related tolstheo
students will use reading to learn about all subjects; therefore, if they do not have strong
reading skills, they might struggle in their academic lives (Bolos, 2012).

Therefore, this study focuses reading comprehension in order to get more &dkec
outcomes for the students in Saudi Arabia. | present a clear overview of current research,
literature and studies involving the importance of reading comprehension and reading aloud,
helping to promote proficiency in reading among students. Thigtlitex provided a
foundation for my study. Specifically, my r e
5" grade improve in reading comprehension by using the reading aloud stéategyvdl i
using the reading aloud strategy increase studenire desead?"

| carried outmy research in Saudi Arabia during the summer of 2014. The goal of my
research was to improve the reading comprehension of Saudi students by using the reading
aloud strategps measured by the use of pre and posttests o bser ved t he teac
to teaching reading comprehension and instru
Then | instructed students using the read aloud strategy. bysedest and postest with the
students in order to compaiteeir improvement. Moreover, | conducted a survey in order to
measu e s t affohity fot reading.Based on the results, this study revealed there is a
strong correlation between the reading aloud strategy and improving the reading
comprehension of steats. Also, the data showed a clear increase in positive results from the

reading aloud strategy.
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Literature Review

Reading is a significant tool for learning, so it is important for everyordevelop
the skills to readReading allows aces to culture and cultural heritage (Holte, 1998). Thus,
believing in the importance of reading to students, | will address the importance of reading
comprehension by usirthereading aloud strategyo p r o mo treadirg skilslaeach t s 6
increase their esire to readThe following literature review will provide a foundation for my
study. Specifically, my r esear c'hgradeinmotei o n s
in reading comprehension by using the reading aloud strategy® Witl usifig thereading

aloud strategyimr ease studentsé6é desire to read?0o0

The Importance of Reading

Reading is a highly complicated act that everyone ought to learn; in fact, it is
classified as ammportant language skill.t8dents who enjoy reading and spend a ldainoé
reading will be more proficient in reading, lalchieve bettein school, and will have good
gradesAccording to Benton and Fox (199 tdti& provide the possibility of educating the
feelings and can offer their readers potential growth poimthédevelopment of a more
subtl e awareness of humaaiso liele stiaenisprovéein ( p . 15) .
spelling because whestudents learn how to sound out letters and words, spelling comes
easier. In adition, reading helps studenget exposre to vocabulary and language patterns
that are not common in everyday speech (Foster, 2008). As a result, students understand the

structures of the book they are reading when they are reading independently.

Reading comprehensionReading comrehension is defined @he ability
to read text for understanding purpaséSpooner, Gathercole, & Baddeley, 2006)
involves using prior knowledge, making predictions, and drawing out valuable information

among other factors. Also, comprehension is the ability to read and be in a position to learn



IMPROVING READING COMPREHENSIONBY READING ALOUD c

and remember the content re&I¢ Publications 2006). Comprehension can be achieved by
coupling novels/readings with movies so as to enable students to ikiarit dexts and

obtain more profound comprehensidius, comprehension monitoring, question generation
and answering, and summarization can all help improve reading comprehension (Bolos,
2012). Because reading comprehension is a complex and difffoek$s, some readers

cannot develop the ability to comprehend passages quickly and easily. Reading
comprehension is sometimes assessed by asking students to orally retell the meaning of the
read texts (Dewitz, & Dewitz, 2003Rftenthe students need agsisce and support with

difficult texts in order to understand them. Teachers might prepare readers for a challenging
passage by connecting it with ideas presented earlier and they may also explain the new ideas
that students will read about to enable tliermeach the higher level of comprehension

(Holte, 1998). Challenging readers through using complex texts makes them able to develop

comprehension skills for future reading.

Educational research shows the importance of reading to enrich the educational
process in general. Also, other research on elementary school students shows that children
who had the opportunity to read on a daily basis were performing at a higher level when
compared to children who have never had that oppiyt(McCormick, 1977). Judmi et al.

(2012) report that students who know how to read and understand what they read often
perform better when comparedléss reading proficiergeers in the same school. Also, they
have stated that many studies have focused on the reading comspreladaility of students.
Moreover, Buyuktasapu (2012) and Bolos (2012) stated that those who read stories about
young people tend to perform at a higher level of comprehension than others, and are able to
read and write much better. Spoorearl.(2006)said that the goal of reading comprehension

is to understand the information contained in texts. Regrettably, some students find reading
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comprehension extremely difficult. In some cases, delayed comprehension of reading reflects

weaknesses in decoding $ki{Spooner et a12006).

Factors impacting reading.To really understand why students are not reading, one
needs to first understand the factors that are impacting reading. A child encounters a mix of
the distracting factors in his/her life, and some factors are so attractivhaihtike
precedence oveeading. The following are some factors that need to be taken into account

by teachers, educators and parents of students

Individual characteristics in reading skills and challengealthough teachers have
different teaching strategies, theyght to take into consideration individual characteristics in
reading skills and the challenges each individoglht face (Bolos, 2012). It is apparent that
many students are challenged by the cognitive demands of reading comprehension,
particularly, wha the texts increase in length or complexityaddition reading for
understanding has proved difficult to many individuals, even to those who are fluent readers.
Therefore, teachers should develop each stud

differentiated instruction for each individual student.

Walczyk and GriffithRoss (2007) said readers must focus on reading words and
progressively divemg attention to understand what they read. This recurring practice causes
autamatic recognition and allowsaders to focus attention onngprehension. Many studies

showthat reaing words aloud helps with comprehension.

Bolos (2012) said that there are many benefits, as well as challéangs by a group
of students during reading. Teachers must encowtagiensdinterest and draw attention to
the benefits. The benefits are that the students can save words and store them for future use, if
so desired. Moreover, the students can make relations or connections, between words and

pictures to ease their alylito remember and understafigblos 2012).Also, students who
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are facing challenges in learning and reading can read but not fully understand the content of

the texts. This can be determined by the teacher with frequent checks for comprehension.

Readingpreference and quality of readindany readers remember their favorite
books that were read in their childho&libsequentlyit is important to encourage students
to find their favorite books in order to instill a love for reading. Many students statethe
books they have been assigned to read in school reduced their interest in reading, therefore,
teachers and librarians have to find wtnich textsthe students enjoy readir(¢dolte, 1998)
Reading preferences often differ between girls and [swys,is important for teachers and
parents to be aware of that. Researchers suStuas (2003) found girls and boys both share
many interests in comman terms ofreading topicsWhile girls tendto enjoycooking books
and boys tend to like sports bapkowever,overall, their interests are more similar than
different. Therefore, Sturm (2008)ated that the childrestudiedshowed little gender

differences in their preferences.

On the other hand, research conducted in some English classes révaiateany
children do not like reading assignments (McNamara, 2007). For this reason, teachers are
encouraged to use the reading aloud strategy because it motivates the students to read and
improves their reading comprehension (Bolos, 2012; Serafini &J3io2003; Wiseman,
2011). Researchers believe that the quality of reading text is important, and teachers need to
embrace quality literaturén order to help students to develop the skills of reading

comprehensian

The impact of the mediaMany kids do not like to read because there are a lot of
distractions that prevent them from reading, for instance, watching too much television at
homeor playing video games (Akanda, Hoq, & Hasan, 2013). It is clear that electronic media

can have a negae impact on studentsjaking it hard for students to fintde time for
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reading. Ifstudents do not have time to read, this lack of reading clngddtly impacttheir
academic achievement. Jordan, HerseyDMitt, and Heitzler (2006) noteithat television
reduced interest in reading. Also, the student who reads very little typically has poor reading
skills. The American Academy of Pediatrics (2011) found that students who live in
households with heavy media usgent little time reading.ese students will have poor

reading skills compared to students who live in households with low media use.

Strategies of eadingcomprehension There are many researchernso have studied
the most effective strategies for supporting reading comprehefWisaman, 2011)Also,
many educators assert that the traditional methods for teaching reading do not meet the
current needs dafiverse studentdt may seem that onstudens learnto read in the
elementary grades they are able to read any future teistiSTnot true. Reading

comprehension strategies must be practiced

Bolos (2012) has reported on basic strategies that facilitate mastery of reading skills.
Reading comprehension strategies may include wsingections, asking questions, and
identifying the importance of comprehension. Struggling readers can use comprehension
strategies to understand the texts they are reading. Walczyk and &Rosth(2007) talked
about building exdé&ent readers througtine use otomprehension improvement reading
strategies. All readers have cases which challenge their €Kilémtimes, hese cases include
confusionregardingt h e  wnmeanohgs,dphrases, or other parts of the text. Also, Walczyk
and Griffith-Ross (2007) recommended the following alternative strategies to avoid
comprehension confusion:

1 Readslowly: Readers need to read slowly based on the difficulty of the text. Reading
slowly can help prevent potentidnfusionand then improve their reading
comprehension.

1 Pause: Pauses should be short to increase reading comprehension.

a
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1 Look again: Looking back occurs whegaders take a quick overview amd the
previous text agairotreinforce reading comprehension.

1 Repeat text: Repeat readiis due to poor reading skillsften used when confusion
and increased focus on comprehension is primary.

1 Reading aloud: This strategy often occurs automatically with difficult texts or ig nois
environments. Also, reading aloud may help students to focus their attention when
challenged or bored (Walczyk, & GriffiRoss, 2007).

These are some ways to improve reading comprehension for students. Therefore, teachers

can help students grow in the@ading abilities by using certain strategies and approaches.
The reading aloud strategy is one of the most common reading strategies.

Theoretical Framework of the Reading Aloud Strategy

Vygot skyodés Soci al Learning theory serves
strategy in elementary school. This strategy can improve reading comprehension skills for
students by focusing on specific teckyndgues
Social Learning theory is the work of a Russian Psychologist and teacher, Lev Vygotsky,
which was initially published in 1962, (Vygotsky, 1978)y got sky 6s Soci al L ea
is a basis of constructivism and asserts some major themes, suchades fiteyed by social
interaction in the pcess of cognitive developmeiernyhough and Fradley, 2008). This
theory is a very broad theory and includes several constructs. The extensions and applications
of Vygot s ky &enseinlithe aontext ohpeoking comprehension in the
elementary school classrooms. According to Fernyhough and Fradley (@808)this
theory, the teacher could encourage the students to explain some lessaits)theyg could

answer the questions posed by the teacher.

According to Fernyhough and Fradley (2008), a contemporary educational application

of Vygotsky's theorigswvhich can assist in improving reading comprehension for elementary
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school studentss "reciprocal teaching”, used to improve students' ability to feam text.

Loysen (2010)conf i r med t hat Vygotskyods soci al l ear 1
aloud to build reading comprehensidierefore, this theory is evident when several students
re-tell a familiar story which matches the texts, and ingisan emphasis on reading
comprehension (Loysen, 2010). In this method, teachers and students collaborate in learning
and practicing four key skills: summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting. Also,
Vygot sky6s So cyiisanstruhegahim impraviggstuddniecomprehension

because it has relevance to instructional concepts such as scaffolding and apprenticeship, so
that a learner can be able to comprehend better. Therefore, teachers can use the theory
helptheir students to reasbmprehensively and at the same time improve their reading and

' iteracy | evel s. Vyg adlaektytiiestudéhtbimpravémentie ar ni ng
reading comprehension leynphasizindghow people learn in social contexts for example,

I e ar ni nsgelfpoyleamingefrom one another and also informs us on how teachers

construct active learning communities.

Lev Vygotsky examined how the learning environment influences the learning
process of the | earner. He thriowglothedsntepgiens t ed t h
between students, their peers, teachedsparents, among other expasts. ( Vygot s ky, 109
p. 56).Consequently, according¥y got skyés Soci al Learning the
learning environment that maximizes the leamability to interact with others through
discussion, collaboration, and feedback, hence improving comprehension.

The lens of the Social Learning Theory of Vygotsky can be used to understand the
process of how meaning is made in an elementary sclassroom when the expert teacher
utilizes skills such as scaffolding and mediation while reading aloud with the students. Early
childhood education echoes central Vygotsky thefBesk, & Winsler, 2005) The teacher

can carefully plan for and integratesthead aloud story with the whole curriculum because
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books can easily be connected to the curricu
dramatization and have the appropriate amount of new vocabulary words" (Fernyhough &

Fradley, p. 120).

Reading Aloud Strategy

Effectiveness othe reading aloud $rategy. Comprehension is certainly the most
crucial skill that teachers can address in theirtdagay teaching activities, and this can be
realized through reading aloud. In this aspect, repdloud has positive effects on the

development of reading vocabulary and comprehension amongst students.

Reading aloud is a planned oral reading of a text or book, usually related to an idea or
topic of study (Franmcveigh, 2013). Reading aloud can ke tosevolve students during
development of knowledge, increase comprehension skills, and foster critical thinking.
Reading aloud is an important strategy for students because it aids the students in building

foundational skills andnderstandig new vocablary.

Hence, some educational research shows the importance of reading aloud to
emphasize reading comprehension in generaMahsour and AlShorman (2011) reported
that results from over sevenfiye years of research have demonstrated the importance of
reading aloud to students. McCormick (1977) showed that students froor6d grade, who
read aloud regularly during the period of several months, achieved significant gains in
reading comprehension, decoding skills, and vocabulary. Other reseatatess $sold and
Gibson (2001) and Bolos (2012) confirmed that reading aloud is the basis of literacy
development. They have also said that reading aloud indicates the relationship between the
printed word and meaning, so reading aloud makes complex tisomginé accessible to
understand for the read&.t u d ecading cdmprehension improves in meaningful ways

when reading aloud is used regularly in the classroom (Trelease, 1994). Therefore, reading
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al oud af f e crealingabiliteesby ihvaihdng theémsinddiscussions about the

content of the book.

Encouraging students to read aloud According to Andersortiiebert, and
Wilkinson (1985) iThe single most important activity for building the knowledge required
for eventual successinréadg i s r eadi n g (p.a&8)oWildmsoro(188),hi | dr en o
emphasized that teachers should read aloud to their students. When teachers are reading to
their students, the students get a better feel for the language and its structure. Teachers ought
to encourage their students bgading aloud tohem toimprovetheir reading skills and
increaseheir interest in reading achievement. Also, reading aloud can build background
knowledge and reading comprehension skills (Beck & McKeown, 2001; Bolos, 2012;
Wiseman, 2011 It is important to encourage students to read aloud to each other because
they arethenin a position to learn new vocabularies, grasp the story structures, and develop
their love for reading. This also helps the students link the storyhibia teachers have read

aloud to theiown personal experiences.

The reading aloud strategy increases the students desire to redd.order to
i mpr ove t readingabiliieadtenmarice their skills, teachers need to wese th
reading aloud strategy (McNanaar2007). This helps studemntsvelop their interests in
books andthus enhancetheir desire to be readers. Studies reveal that when teachers use the
reading aloud strategy, they are able to foster the desires of Sttnleadd independently
and consequentlyenhance their comprehension and improve their literacy lefels (
Mansour and AlShorman, 2011
Guidelines of reading aloud strategyAccording toTeachersafeschools (2014), and
Kailani (1998),there are some important steps that may help readers understand more about

reading aloudspecifically
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1. The teacher should choose a story or a book that will be interesting to the students.

2. The teacher should pread the story/book and highligtfite words that are key to

understanding the story/book.

3. The teacher should relate the story/ book

them some questions pertaining to the story/book.
4. The reader should read the story/book once withoutupt&on.

5. The teacher should read the text more than once because reading the same text several

times will help the students comprehend.

6. After the first uninterrupted reading, the reader can interrupt the rereading to get an

explanation of the words.

7. The reader should ask some question to a

reader is rereading the story/book.

8. At the end of the class, the reader will ask the students to do reflective discussions about

the story/book.

9. Thereaderwil assess the studentsdé understanding

guestions about the meaning of the new words.

These guidelines are beneficial for studeespecially with elementary studenits
developing an understanding of the text and engabigg in meaningful discussion
Moreover, there are correlations between reading aloud and student characidrikgics
reading the text@Vlorrow, Rand, & Smith, 1995). The neséctionwill explain the 8" grade
s t u d engagesnént in using this strategy, characteristics, and curricular expectations in

order to enhance their reading comprehension.
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Fifth Grade Students

Characteristics of fifth grade students in reading Fifth grade is a/ear of imminent
change. The learners start wrappiqztheir stay in elementary school as they prepare
themselves for entry into middle school. There is a hugsfoanation in terms of academic
mental/cognitiveandsocialdevelopment diis age In spite of this growth, it is at times
difficult to determine what students' level of comprehensioKlisedinst (1991) noted that
fifth graders may look like preteens, but it is important for garand teachensnderstand
that there are still soniitle kids just under the surface. Therefore, thitise seeks to shed
light on the characteristics of fifth graders, their cognitive developmertharstcial and

emotional transformations they go througtinedinst, 1991)

As for intellecual abilities, most of fifth graders are proficient readers. Emphasis is
put on learning the facts as they memorize what they learn. They also have a tendency of
gathering and grouping/classifying things they learn as they dig deep into subjects. sEhe sen
of fifth graders of time and space is ever growing. They show more interest ireffacie
phenomenandcan deal with and Imalle timeliness as well as maps. In additioistorical
happenings which involve heroes and heroines of the past arebfferat interest to the

children ofthis age Klinedinst, 1991)

The cognitive level of fith graders. Fifth graders are still concrete thinkers. They are
unable to reason like adults. Their logical analysis of facts is notdaitglopé. To state it
simply, they are not able to think about thinking. Their ability to talk about things is better
than talking about ideas. Their thinking tends to be anchored in their personal experiences

and encounters. This thinking is full of emotions argknse of fair play.

Identification of preferences for particular learning styles is fairly common with fifth

grace students. Close examinatiofhthe fifth grade children might reveal blossoming talents
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in various domainsuch as art, writingnd music. Mst of them have a relatively strong

sense of what they excel and they also exhibit significantlevel of selfconsciousness
whenever they are asked about things they do
age groupove, lean and mrticipate in games, dramale plays, and group activities

especially thoséhatrevolve around natural environment and animals.

Parents and teachers who are aware of developmental patterns are important in
understanding and taking carkthis unique age grou@choolleadersand teacherare
called upon to be sensitive and gentle with children who show difficulties in reading assigned
(TorgesenWagner, Rashotte, Burgess & Hecl#97). It is always good task for
volunteers to reacekts aloud and assign simpler and shorter texts to studentsasvo s
difficulties in reading. The teacher shoué&hd some of the bookise children love and/atch
their favorite movies too, dhis is importanin reaching the learnet®cause theeacters

will need to give examples from these materidlsiman, 1986).

A number of cognitive skillgrow and developmental milestonae reachedyhich
help childrerof this ageto increase their abilitieg hey include the capability of the childre
to argue in a more logical manner supported with morgep This skill is important in the
suppot of expansive writing and reading skills. Teachers can help these students through
reading aloud, because it will prepare them to tackle more complicattedials in reading
and other subjects (Bolos, 2012; Gray, 20Rditionally, the cognitive skills are paramount
in aiding these children to perceive multiple sides of an issue as seen in multiple hypotheses
for science asgnments as well as the studeriocial and emotional characteristics as

described in the next sectioBaumann Edwards, Boland, Olejnik, & Kame, 2003).

Social and emotional characteristicsThe researcBhowsthat teryearold children

have a natural experience that maltesn need distance from their parents and their
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teachers. Most of their attention gravitates toward@bactivities with their peer®espite

this fact, teachers need to support and guide them (Bolos, 2012). Therefore, there are some
skills which are of particular interest to fifth graders: independence, dependability and
increased understanding of the nuances in respects toideasess amongst themselves

In this context, reading aloud can be engaging for students and help them socially, and from

there they tend to do well in life and become lifelong readers (Gray, 2010).

The sense of individual values and sebirth isincreasingly developing among the
members of this age group. Therefdtrey look to buildoersonal identities and a sense of
their individual worth. They also tend to place impossible or tardach targets for
themselvegWayne & Youngs, 2003). At thiage, they are often on the verge of many
changes in various aspects of their liv&lso, they are approaching adolescence and some

may begin to experience the physical changes of this transformation.

The fifth grade year is known not to be @asy year for students. It requires fifth
gradespecific cognitive developmental milestones and skills. The social and educational
realms in this age group occasionally overlap one anathezthanin the previous stages of
life. The social circle begmto shrink to focus on common interests among their peers. For
example, it$ common to find children who liker dislike school to flockogether (Torgesen

et al 1997).

In understanding this age grqupis always important for instructots be cognizant
of every childés strength and effort. The s
each child a chance to participate and perform something he or she really enjoys.
Furthermore, the childreshould beencouraged to do challemgj activities in order to
perpetually improve their cognitive development wh i ¢ h i mp comprehensiant udent

with reading curriculum adescribed in théollowing section
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Curricular expectations. It is evident that reading aloud is a considerable
educational tool that can be used to improve students reading comprehension and their
l'iteracy |l evel. Reading aloud has positive i
reading process among teeidents (Gray, 2010). Through reading aloud, the entire language
curriculum carbe achieved. In additiomhrough reading aloud, students are able to learn
different topics in order to enhance their skills (Bolos, 20IRjough the curriculum, the
students can practice many reading skills, enhance their understanding about text, and explore
new ideas through reading in order to emphasize reading comprehension. According to
Morrow et al (1995) tie curriculum should be flexible to address the needs sftalents
Also, the schools can provide additional instructional time for students in order to increase
their reading skills and meet grade level requirements. Reading goals and the methods
utilized to deliver reading programs in Saudi schools are clearly illustrated in the next

section.

Saudi Arabia Schools

The elementary level is the entrance to the process of education in Saudi Arabia. The
importance of elementary school in Saudi Arabia can heeargince it is the real beginning
of the process of development of the abilities of children. Children begin compulsory
education at age six. This foundational education is designed to provide students with
whatever will help them achieve a balanced ovgrawth of their lives. Therefore, it is
necessary for attention to the administrative side to drive the education process in elementary
schools. Also, the development of aeaess for school administratarthe best practices to
promote reading compnension can reflect positively or negatively on the process of

achieving educational goalslakeem, 2014)

The relationship between the student and readig course in elementary schools.

The Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States E&ES, 20149 saysthat there is a
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correlation between the reading course and the stude®GABs an organization

headquartered in Riyadh. The purpose @ftib serve the educational, scientific, cultural, and
objectives for member statesBEGS recognizethat readingd not an automatic process that
only deals with the mere recognition and pronunciation of words, but a complex process that
requires the use of higher mental processes such as comprehension and connectivity.

Therefore, it can be concluded that readingc$fstudents as follows:

- Reading expands the experience of students and stimulates mental processes.

- Reading opens the doors for children to general culture.

- Reading gives children a kind of honesty with oneself and transcends imagination.

-Reading helps childrenés creativity.

- Reading provides young people with the necessary information to research and, in

turn, solve many personal problems.

- Reading helps students with academic preparation.

- Reading helps students to interadth society event6ABEGS, 2014).

Primary education and the nature of the child in Saudi Arabia Each stage of
human growth has characteristics and specific demands. The education of Saudi children
during the primary ages is characterized by many aielyimovement, asking questions, and
manual labor. Educators work with the large number of courses in Saudi schools in order to
reach specific learning goals and raise the thinking and development of the innovative
abilities of the student. These goalswewer, may not be achieved clearly in Saudi schools
unless there is flexibility in the interaction between teachers and students and a focus on

individual differencegMinistry of Education, 2014).
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Primary education and the nature of the goalsThe primary objectives contained in
the education policy document of Saudi Arabia are clear for educators, teachers, parents, and
students. Its targets are worded very carefully and accurately; however, we find that some of
the goals are carried out paliyaincluding developing the creativity of the students and the
development of manual labor skills, while other goals are carried out sibimdgegoals
emphasizehe development of awareness of the students in or@ehieve what the students
needaswe |l | as take advant(&aeeof théMinidgry ofi Edecatibors 6 s par ¢

2014).

Saudi s ¢ h deadhiagdrograma in Saudi schools are based on the scientific
and educational development of modern teaching. Thus, the abiGtgate comfortable
environments and provide materials at different levels of studyg tegabsitive learning
outcomes (Ministry of Education, 2014). The education system in Saudi Arabia emphasizes
the schoolsdé goals to enlkkamdanaiqrgedtoer tdawars
learning. The Ministry of Education in Saudi Arabia urges schools to have the ability-to self
develop. Also, the leaders of schools and teachers have a great responsibility in the
development of the educational process ferthst udent sé6 growt h cognit.i
curricularly. Principals and teachers are encouraged to focus on the development and
i mprovement of studentsdé reading, which wil/
(Ministry of Education, 2014). In aition, the Ministry of Education seeks to encourage
educators to createnovative ways of sharing thainderstanding with students, colleagues

and communities§ducators program to Saudi Arap2014).

Reading programs in schoolsThe Ministry of Education aim$o enhance the
s ¢ ho ol s inthadanning of iheedevelopment process to improve the education of
students and Arabic language skills (reading comprehension, writing, speaking, and listening)

for all students at each academicee\Also, the Ministry of Education intends to promote
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reading for pleasure, using tools such as the classroom environment, to support education in
order to achieve the goals (Ministry of Education, 2014). The teaching of reading in primary
schools aims tprovide students with the basic skills needed in reading and writing and to

impart some of the vocabulary, @ttures, ideas and meaningsal in daily life. The

S t u d abiitiestoduse textbookatd i f f er ent | evels of sStveudy i nd

methods of teaching readingtime elementary school grades (Ministry of Education, 2014).

The Arabic language is a rigta-left alphabetic language. The Arabic language has
25 consonants and three long vowel letters. According{te&1(2007)i The | anguage &
program in Saudi elementary schools consists of readingingpelomposing, poetrand
penmanship. All grade levelsuseobasal readers per year (Fal/l
In the reading programs, the reallegins with a relew of words andhort and long
sentences. Then the readers go through a series of chapters. Each chapter hadtla topic
paragraphs consiafy of short sentences with a pictdatlowed by relateccomprehension
guestions. The reading program is basetherphilosophy that speaking, reading, and
writing must be used in schools to be able to communaateenticneeds Al-Jarf, 2007).
Further, reading program instruction is whalass instruction, and readers may not provide
for individual studentsodé needs. Also, the re

comprehension, and vocabulary.

Additionally, the methods used in elementacjools in Saudi Arabia currently are
based on codified teaching methods and exams, developed by the Ministry of Education, and
adhered to by the teacher and the student for reading practice (Alsharekh, 204#; Al
2007). In elementary grades, the dant infers the idea of the topic from the texts. In
addition the students spemdost of their time in classrooms performiegerciseslesigned
to help with reading. These exercises in themselves may be unnecessary or difficult, which

suggests to childretinat what they use to train is not linked to reading and understanding.
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Walsh (2003) ndi cat ed t hat wasting readersod6 time b
formal skills of reading comprehension, may result in students losing opportunities to
develop am improve their readingbilities. This is because most of thgercises focus

almost exclusively on discreteformation, rather than contenth lessons.

Al-Jarf (2007) said that students begin to learn reading atrshgifade and continue
to do sathroughoutthe school.If their reading level is at a first grade level, teachers would
like to see it improve to a second grade reading level, and so on. The main goal is to have
each child reading at his or her own grade level or above it. To have ohiddréing below
their grade level is not good, and something must be done to chafgadhers should use
varietyof methods for early reading improvement such as the alphabet, linguistics, phonics,
language experience, and whole language in order to help children reach a positive result of
reading comprehension. Therefore, teachers should try to determine the es@uts velay
some students do not want to read while others do. Teachers and parents should monitor
students when they read to observe the stude

activities that require a little bit of reading (Buyuktasapu, 2@h#; Bolos, 2012).

This shows the importance of the reading aloud strategy to learning. Also, reading is
an essential activity in studentsd |ives bec
Reading is important to help students gain access to maeyeditfkinds of knowledge,
information, and ideas. Thus, reading is beneficial to students in order to achieve their
understanding and also enhance studentsd soc
useful to students because they need toempht reading skills to learn about other subjects.
If they have poor reading abilities, they will have a lot of difficulties in understanding other
academic disciplines. Also, teachers must encourage their students through tying in their
interests and drveing in their attention by reading aloutherefore, this study will contribute

to the teachersé understanding of stusiagt egi es
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the reading aloud strategyith the daily lessonwith Saudi students in"Bgradeas described

in the following section

Methodology

There are many effective strategies to exskaeading comprehension, bdbtused
on the reading aloud strategy in order to I
The problem was knowing whether or not the strategy earkly researchwas designeth
hopes of showing that the reading aloud strategyld prove effectiven increasingreading
comprehension for students. | also wanted to show that the reading aloud stratedpecould
effective in producing positive outcomes with Saudi students. The research cgiestios
experimental studywere AiHow can S d"grddie improve id reatlings i n 5
comprehension by using the reading aloud strategya Wil usifig the reading aloud

strategy increase students desire to read?bo
Setting

Saudi Arabia is an independent Arab monarchy that was established in 1902, and the
official name of this country is the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia is the second
largest Arab country located in Southwest Asia. Further, it occupies 2.25 million square
kilometers. This country has 13 regsowith over 600 cities. Before the discovery of, @hly
children who were from wealthy families had access to education. However, after the
discovery of oil, all children were able to go to school because this discovery enriched the
economy and made education available to all. In 1924, the Directofatkication was
established and subsequently opened many schools around the country, most of which are

free.

In 1953, the Directorate of Education was replaced by the Ministry of Education.

Presently the Ministry of Education plays a vital role in improgithe education in Saudi
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Arabia. Saudi schools are open five days a week, from Sunday to Thursday. The school day
begins at 7:00 A.M. and ends at 1:00 P.M. Students have 40 minutes for lunch. Also, parents

usually drop their children off to school and ptblem up.

Table 1.Number of schools and students in Saudi Arabia according to Ministry of Education

2013

Stage Schools Students
Kindergarten 1,385 85,270
Elementary school 12,581 2,306,755
Middle school 7,323 1,122,352
High school 4,313 856,234
Special Ed. 1,849 24,453
All school stages 30,545 4,569,949

The school district where the study was conducted was in the Riyadh educational
zone. Riyadh is the capital city of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The number of elementary
schools in Riyadh edational zone is 694 schools, and the number of students is more than
202,310. Also, the total number of teachers in these schools is 17,361, and the number of
classrooms is 9,004 (Ministry of Education, 2014). The study took place at one of the best

elememary schools in this zone, as measured by student test scores.

The implementation of the reading aloud strategy in order to improve the Saudi
studentsé reading comprehension and | iteracy
the fourth quarter of thechool year. The study sessions were held daily (Sunday through

Thursday) with all 8 grade students.
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Participants

Participants, all of whom were boys, for the current study were 41 students from two
5" grade classroom3he number o$tudents who padipated i the pretest and postest
were 41 students, bthe surveys obnly 25 studentsvere includedAlso, this schoohad
approximately 300 students and most of the students arrived at school with parents.
Moreover the classroom numbers in thideol were 18 classrooms, and tia® classrooms
in the studyhada combined total 041 students. The age range of participants was ten to
eleven years of age. The teachers of these classrooms were young men with five and seven
years experience. The teachers have participated in an extensive professional development
training program focuesd on student achievement in reading. The reading class meets once a
day for 45 minutes. This studyds purpose was

of participants by using the reading aloud strategy.
Design

The purpose of this study wasitoplement the reading aloud strategy to be effective
in producing positive outcomes with Saudi studdmytgicreasing their reading
comprehension. In order to measure the effects of the reading aloud strategy to improve
reading comprehension, | used a gitative approach. This design asses$ége read aloud
strategy helpedtudents to improve their reading comprehension, and inhahpedthem

increase their enjoyment of reading.

| began my research on June 2, 2014, and | ended after two wediesfitsttclass, |
observed t he ¢éswteachirgreading @ampprehemsion ok field notes on
the teachexbinstructional technique®oth teachers used reading materialécrease the
student s6 andtded to sise morathanegmethod to deliver the lesson to their

studentsA | s o , I attended to assess the studentsbo
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comprehension and levelsiound there were many different levels of reading
comprehension among students, but the majoritizerh hachadhigh levels of

understanding.

On the second day, | administertbe surveyand thepretest(seeAppendices B &
D).I conducted a survey i ntyforreddeng. The surveyeavasau r e
closed form and had 20 statements. | divided the sunteyive sections in order tmake it
clearer for participants and measure thesas The first sectiofincluding statementg, 2,
3,4, and 5) was about the predaces of readg. The second section (including statements 6,
7, and 8) was about tigaces where the student prefertedead The third section was the
longest one because it talked about reading skills, especially reading comprehension skill
and induded statements0, 11,12, 13, 14, 16, 17, and 18. The fourth section was about the
performances of the students wheeytinead hcluding statement49 and 20). However, in
the last section | added two statemewntisichwere9 and 15in order to ensurthe
participants read the survey and resporaiibusly.Also, each question had five possible
responsesResponse choices werethe following: strongly agreeagree, maybe, disagree,

strongly disagree.

The test administeregas from their % grade textbook, which had questions related
to the passages to assess their comprehe(se@Appendiced, E, &1). The pretest and
posttest was the samastrument The test had 12 questioakgnedto Bloom's taxonomy
levels for a total of 25 pois{seeAppendiced & E). The questions were designed
accordng t o B o o totcarrespandcto theanaiyidual differences of the participants

and measure their level of understanding.

On the third day, | explained the reading comprehension anchgealdiud strategy

for participants. Reading comprehension is the ability to read and be in a position to learn and
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remember the content read. Reading comprehension is sometimes assessed by asking the
students to orally retell the meaning of the read t@xésvitz, & Dewitz, 2003). In addition,

in this strategy, teachers may explain the new ideas that students will read about to enable
them to reach the higher level of comprehension. Also, reading aloud is the planned oral
reading of a text or boalFranmcvégh, 2013).The reading aloud method is when the student
reads aloud or listens to someone else read aloud. As well, | instructed students using the read

aloud strategy by explaining the guidelines of the reading aloud strategy for them to follow.

From tre fourth day on, | employed the reading aloud strategy with the participants
for six days(seeAppendixA). The first twenty minutes to half an hour of each period time,
which is 45 minutes long, wassigned to teaching the reading aloud strategy. Fnesad
the daily lesson; sequentially eattdwy, | asked the studerigal questions related to the text.
After that, individual students read a part of the lesson while others listetteehtorhen, |
asked the reader, as well as his classmates, someguesns t o assess the st
comprehension about what had been read. | repeated the same method with all students. Next,
every student read to a peer; then the peer asked the reader questions aboubadraate
Then the studestwould switch roles.n the last ten minutes of each lesson, | took an
overview of the studentsod undentsefthasiodyibng o f
askingquestions about the general idea of the stmythe students shared with me their
answers. In addition, the students talked about what they had learned as readers about reading

comprehension.

According to the design of ttetudy, | translated the survey, the tests, and the text
from Arabic language t&nglish languagéseeAppendiced3, D & I). Also, | assessed the
reading aloud strategy thatrhplemented through a petst and a survewm order to
measn e st udent s oreadimggamprehensienrand theirf attitude towards reading.

Moreover, | mplemented this study in order to improve their reading comprehension through
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using thereading aloud strategyith the daily lessons. The researcher read aloud a piece of
the lesson, pausing in between text to give the participants an opportunity &s@tneir
comprehension. The participants were then assessed on thefriételstory from texts and

main events to measure their comprehension of the story. The daily assessment was given
orally to the participants and the researcher wrote the answéhe dlackboardBentley,
2013).At the end of the study, the data gathered ftbenassessments was compared

betweenthe pretest and postest and the surveigeeAppendices B H).

Initially, I chosethe first book of thedarry Potter book series to implement this study
because it is very popular among children, and it contains an engaging plot and characters
that most likely suit elementary aged children and their thinking. Also, by readihtathe
Potter and the Sorcerr 6 s , tiStclolchveould be motivated to discover new topics in
reading besides what he may already like. The main character in Harry Potteyeareid
boy; he has becomevdzardheroi The Boy WhocHhadswvedt.lbois popul ar

book as lthought it would be an engaging text for the students, since it focused on the

fantastical adventures of a boy their own age.

However,upon my return to Saudi Arabia to conduct my stuaget a Saudi school
reading program specialist. We discussed esgarch and how | could apply my study with
participants. He read the Harry Potter books and the survey that | maelethaft we talked
aboutthis bookchoice he noticed that the wayf the storywas written, and how thevents
of the storyweredelie r ed t o t he students were different
addition, they did not fit with the children
schools. Also, participants potentially faced difficulty in understanding the stesiescially
becausehe bookdid not appear to baccurately translated. Therefore, thisudd affect the
credibility, reliability, and results of my study. The specialist suggested using their reading

textbook in the B grade while implementing my studly.
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From this point on, | used theil"§rade textbook to implement this study. | chose their
textbook becausk fits with their daily livesand the reality of the students in Saudi schools;
their textbook also contains an engaging plot and ctemsathat most likely suit elementary
children and their thinking. Also, by reading their textbooks, the children will be motivated to
discover new topics in reading besides what they may already like. | anticipated that the
students would also engage witte texts, which could help to result in comprehension

development
Data collection

| took notes to find out the reading comprehension levels of the students. | wrote
down what | observed about the teachersodé app
instructional techniques, as well tianal t he st u
process went and how teachers began and concluded their daily Blssoh.conducted a
survey and a preest and postest in ordertane a s u r e reading doenpréhenédioh.
excluded 16 of 41 participants just from the survey, and useckallthar t i ci pant sd t
The 16 students excluded did not show seriousness in their answers to the survey. Those 16
participants did not choose the correct answers in statements 9 and 15, which indicates that
the participant of this study did not realtistatementsAt the end of the reading lessons, |
assessed thmeading aloud strategy by using the pose s t . I collected part.
levels from the préest and postest and also their opinions about reading from a survey to
compare theireading comprehension levels and their enjoyment of or interest in reading

outside of class.
Data analysis

In order to find the results, | observed the teachetisein classrooms andow they

explairedtheir lessons to students and recorded field notes, which | later transéibed
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assessed intkractios Wwith ttachets o adentify their comprehension. Moreover, |
tallied the answers of students, whether from the test or survey thearmsahtpe result
between the preest, postest, and also the survey. The test was from their textbook, which
had 12 questions with 25 points related to the pastagesess their comprehensidiso,

the survey was a closed form and had 20 statemeats. Eiatement contained five options.
Also, the survey had five sections to assess their abilities andiski#iading. | analyzed

each section of the survey separately, then | wrote the percentage for each question, then the
average for the whole eacécsion. | displayed each studemé&rcentagérom the total points
of the survey, which was 120 points. | calculated an average for the different trials of the
survey and the test in order to find the amount of decrease or inofeaseling

comprehensio asmeasured by the test. Also, | developables and figures to explain the
data and show the studetgigin. Thereforethe results of this studgshowed improvement of

student s6 c¢ o mp simghhe readingpatoudtsthategy.u g h u
Findings

The purpae of this study was to implement the reading aloud strategy to determine if
it was effective in producing positive outcomes with Saudi students by increasing their
reading comprehension. In this research study | collected several sources ofrfataito
my results. The data collection tools were designed to find out the answers to the following
research questions: 'Hgrdeimpmeein redding cbinprehensioth e nt s
by using the reading aloud strategy? Will using the reading aloud strategy increase students
desire to read?o0. Data collection tools that
i mprovement in the students6é readlhersgg compr eh
survey, and a pretest and a posttest. | began collecting data for this project in June, 2014, of

the 20132014 school year.
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Observations

|l started with the observation of the tea
comprehensionaswellasthest e nt s 6 r e s p waluatetbeir comprehensionr t o e
levels. Both teachers used reading materials and tried to use more than one method to deliver
the lesson to their students. One of them displayed a short story from YouTube related to the
lesson taconnect students to the lesson, making them mgagedy allowing for student
interaction and responsivene3®achers used projectors, speakers, maps, and the smartboard
to present théesson. Also, teachers wesagagingheir students when they eggiedthe
readingor askedquestionsn order to attract andraw the students into the lessonkey
used questions to assess their studentsd con
addition, teachers worked with transparency and clarignéxplaining the lesson and when
moving from onestep to another. 180, themethod of teaching was easy and interesting for
the students. At the end of the Il esson, to n

teacher wrapped up the lesson withgjis such ag) Wat were two main ideas of the

readin@ o

In addition, | observed the teachers help some students because their level of language
proficiency was still below emerging. For instance, some students showed their surprise and
confusion whemuestioned, appeared anxious, shy, lindhedwhen reading. But the class
ti me was not theirs only; there were many ot
support. The struggling students needed plenty of time and much practice to helptthem w
their reading. Moreover, | discovered the weaknesses some of the students had with their
reading skills and how teachers helped the students cope with the difficulties they faced.
Overall, the studentsdé | ear niod lgutirsificient, 0 and r
they need to focus on enhancing their reading skills. In the next section, | explain the survey

sctions amedporsdsudent s o
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Survey Results

In addition, | conducted asiewy t 0 me a salffinitg forgeadindaachtd s 6
determine specific readir@pmprehensioskills that the students were aware of usifige
survey had five sections; the first section reldtethe preferences of reading,shown in the

following table.

The preferences of readingThe tables summarizing the suyuwesults show the

s t u d reespdnsed and their percentages for each statement.

Table2. Preferences of Reading

Survey Statements Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree

1. Iread better if | read for  36% 60% 4% 0% 0%
pleasure.

2. | read better if | read 60% 32% 0% 8% 0%
alone.

3. | feel excited when | 56% 40% 4% 0% 0%
spendfree time reading ¢
book.

4. | feel happy when it is 48% 44% 0% 8% 0%
time for reading class.

5. | feel happy when | start  64% 28% 0% 8% 0%

a new book or a story.

The result for each questions e xpressed i n per sweyt ages.
was designed to determingtie students prefexdto read on their own and how they felt
when they spent their timeadng books It is evident thathe vast majority of studenenjoy
reading, as over3®so of them indicated thayereexcited when they read a bowktheir free
time. As well as96% of the students supported reading for pleasure, which pointed to the
s t u d desire ® feathy themselve. Many studentselt happy when they start reading new
books or stories @2% of those polled indicatl agreement witthis choice Furthermore,

92%of the studentiked reading alone, whik% did not prefer saand agreed with reading
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in class.This revealedhat mostof the students did not prefer reading in a classroom

front of the teachers or peers. Moreovie average of the ressiih the first section was
52.8%strongly agree, 40.8%agre@, 1.5%, maybe, 4.8%isagred, and0% strongly

disagred. These results show an overwhelming agreement with these positive statements

regarding the experience of reademgdspendingree time readindor pleasure.

The places where the student preferred togad Par t answegiatimetsesand
sec¢ion of the survey related to the places where the students preferred to read as summarized

in the following table:

Table3. The Places Where the Student Preferred to Read

Survey Statements Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
6. |feelinterested whenlreadin  32% 44% 12% 8% 4%
the classroom.
7. | read better when | goto a 44% 44% 4% 4% 4%
library.
8. I like to read at home. 40% 52% 0% 8% 0%

Table 2 provides detailed research data gathered with regard to places where the
sampled schodalhildren indicated that they preferred to conduct their reatiegronses to
this section indicatéhat over 90% of the respondents liked reading at h&igéty-eight
percentof the respodentsliked reading in the libranyt is worth noting that théeast favorite
place to readvasthe classroomAlso, the participants whaverenot interestdin reading in
the classroomagreed with reading either at home or a libr&y . contrast, théew students
who did not like taread at home or a librapreferredreading in the classroorherefore,
the majority of students preferred readin@ less structured environmeanid feltmore
comfortable when they rdaat home or a library as opposedhe classroonilhe average of

the results othe second section w&8.6% strongly agreed, 46.6% agreed, 5.3% maybe,
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6.6% disagreed, and 2.6% strongly disagréacerall, the two sections above showed that
the students have a high desire to engage in redwbidispecific preferences when they
read, andyenerallypreferthe less structured environment of the library or home to the more

structured classroom environment

Reading mmprehensionskills. R e s p o nahvergogh@ third ection of the
survey related toeading comprehension skitisthe following tableindicates Therefore,
this section is the most significant section because it discussed the content of the study and

the effectiveness of usingereading aloud strategy.

Table4. Reading Comprehension Skills

Survey Statements Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
10. When I read the title, | know  44% 44% 8% 4% 0%
what the story is about.
11. When | do not understand a 40% 48% 12% 0% 0%

word, | skip it, then | try to get
the meaning from the context.

12. When I find a story or a text 64% 32% 0% 4% 0%
difficult to understand, | try to
read it aloud to continue my
reading.

13. When I read aloud, | feel 72% 24% 4% 0% 0%
better at enhancing my
understanding of the texts.

14. When | use reading aloud, | 40% 52% 4% 4% 0%
feel | am better at improving my
pronunciation.

16. When I read, | try to look at 56% 36% 0% 4% 4%
pictures in the text to understan
the meaning.

17. | understand the text better 72% 20% 8% 0% 0%
when | listen to the story from
the reader.

18. It helps me understand better  40% 48% 0% 8% 4%

I choose what | like toead.
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Table 3 provides research data on reading comprehension skills, where the research
sought to explore the different ways students use to enhance their reading comprehension.
The researcher covered a number of conceptual areas when conducting the swaeingn r
comprehension skillSTherefore, thetable shows that there is a strong correlation between
studens 6 per cent ag e somarehensidn bkdls, inctuding) asmg teedreading
aloud strategyAlso, thesurvey indicatedhat ahigh percentagef students used specific
strategies related to reading aloud. The answers showed strong agreemstideitts
readng aloud in order to continue reading, incriegstheirunderstanding of the texts when
reading aloudor understanidg better when listeing. All of these responses shdohat
students preferred to use the reading aloud strategy in order to improve and develop their

reading comprehension.

Table 3 shows that the Saudi students enjoyed increasing their comprehension using
the reading aloudtrategyln accordance with that, the highest percentaitfe 96%, agreed
with both statements, which ate,read aloud to continue reading when not understgnd
the text ando enhance understanding of the texts when reading aloud. This is a good
indicator demonstrating that large numbers of students preferred the reading aloudimethod
order t o c hamedanmgagdenhartethelr @mpredensidso, 92%of the
respondents agreed with undersiagdhe text better when hearifrgm otherswhile 8% of
the students chose maybe. This is showing clear evidence of the positive relationship between
improving reading comprehension and the reading aloud strategy, whether the student was a
reader or listener. As well as 92% agreed with using theimg aloudo improve their
pronunciation Therefore, teacheshouldgive reades more options when reading to become
familiar with the texts as well ae develop their comprehension thie reading.This section
also shows interesting results angerags. The average of the results of the whole third

sectionis as follows: 53.5% strongly agreed, 38% agreed, 4.5% maybdisa@reed, and
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1% stronglydisagreedvith the statements regarding the use of effective reading
comprehension strategi€khis section confirms that there is a strong correlation between the

reading aloud strategy and the studentsod con

Perceptions of socialnteraction. P a r t i canswerdo thesfdurth section of the
survey related t o t hiainterdctiomimpadct gsnGeagng,whkichpt i on s

were as follows:

Table 5. TheS t u d Pencepsiods of Social Interaction Impact on Reading

Survey Statements Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree
19.1 read better if the teacher 36% 48% 8% 4% 4%
listens to myreading.
20.1 read better if | share ideas 44% 48% 8% 0% 0%

with my friends.

It is a clear demonstration that soci al [
tried to read better when cooperatwgh others as the above talitelicates Thetable
shows the studentsd social interaction and t
there is a positive relationsthugembes vepar 5o
Also, 84%of the respondents agreed that ttrgyto read better if anye else listens to their
reading, vhile 16% of the students did not care about the listeners when theyrread.
addition 92% of the participants agreed that when they stlases and discuss witheir
peersthey read bettemyhile 8% of them could not decide if they read better or Tiog.
average of the resulif this section was as follows: 40% strongly agreed, 48%ed8%
maybe, 2%disagreed, and 2% strongly disagreed with the statements regarding the positive
impact ofothers in listening to reading or their thoughts on readMfwyeover, this section
showed studentsé desire to dmpowtherp t heir abi

performances.
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The fifth section was to ensure the participants read the surdeesmnded
seriously.These statementgere A P | e adslei,s apgarleeebdt s st at ement 0 &
selectb Agriene @ hi s Bmateddn mecarenttanswerstte previous statements 8 and
15, I excluded 16 ahe41 participants from the survey ddtecause they did not answer

seriously and did not read all statements.

TestsResults

| developeda test of twelve questions to meassiré u d endetrswriing before and
after reading the texising the read aloud stratediyhe tests were fromtlhet udent sé6 t ext

titled My Home, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

T he tables(sedAppendixH) shows that there is a positive growth from the first
lesson tahe last lessom all categories, which means theting thereading aloudtrategy
helped the stdents to improve their comprehensasevidenced by thacreasen the post
testresults. Also, this shows that many of the students have reached 80§hemwith their
posttest, which provethat this strategy was webeneficial for the students. &meading
aloud strategy has positive effects on the @gwment of comprehension fetudents. The
students who took part in this study improved in their understanding and participation in

discussionsvhile implemening this strategy.
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Table 6.TheSt udent s o6
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T he s tperdentagesssbow that there is a statistically significant difference

between the pretest and posttest. Therefore, the achievement o$ttespaas significantly

n
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better than that of the pretessults Also, the average of pretest was 13.69 out of 25 points
with an average d33.51%for all students, but the average aisptest points after
implementingthe reading aloud strategy was 2Dout of 25 withan average 08B1.26%.

Thi s means cdmprehensibnundreaset erdarkably and idmtween prdest

and postest results. Consequently, when looking toghe r cent age gain of th
comprehensio between tests, wend it at 27.70%, which mearibe overall average of

students went up and gave evidentéheeffectiveness of thistrategy among studenighe
researctdemonstrates that the difference in the achievement of the students was attributed to
usingthereadng aloud stategy in order to increaseading comprehension. Thettecores

during the intervention period managed to improve the reading comprehension ability
significantly by using the reading alosttategy By comparing the results achieveetlween

the pretest and postest, the researchean conclude¢hat the improvement achieved by

using the guidelinewas the resulbf the reading aloud strategy

Overall Results of the Current Study

Based on the results, the study showed that there is a stvoegption between the
reading aloud strategy and improving the reading comprehension of students. Also, | believe
this strategy is helpful to increase student
for reading. The survey sections and testameur ed st udent sdédabilities
specific reading comprehension skills while taking into account the individual differences
between the studentgdlor eover, the survey sections and t
comprehension by using the reading alstrdtegyase | | as it showed Saud,i
desire to read books or storidherefore, when comparing between the statements and the
student s6 r eespetest and podtestytheré issigréfisant progress which
indicates the evolutiona&t udent sé under standing during thi

of the reading aloud strategy to develop and increase reading comprehension.
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The data omhegraphs showedorepositive results more than negatnesults
towards reading. From the conded survey, | discoved the students liked to readw
books or storiesliked reading alone, liked tgpend free time readingnjoyedgoing to a
library to read andpreferred to use the reading aloud strategy in order to improve and
enhance their reaaly comprehension either as a reader or listarier data showed clear
increase in positive results frotme readig al oud str at e gegding Al so, t h.
comprehension increased evidenced byhe posttest resultgfter usinghe reading aloud

strategy.

Discussion

Before | implemented the reading aloud strategy, | needed to find out about the
student sé readi ng unddeeaslttanwdiitnhg .s tTuhdee nitnstde rivne
and abilitiesn reading and reading compeatsion. Therefore, the current study showed that
reading comprehension was enhanced and improved when the participants reaahdloud
the findingsrevealedmprovementandanincreasean their understanding fromme first

lesson until the last lesson.

Relationship to the Current Literature

My data concludes that the implementation of the reading aloud strategy has positive
i mpacts on the studentsd perfor sttheastudents and it
(Gray, 2010)McCormick (1977) showed thatudents from 4tto-6th grade, who read aloud
regularly during the period of several months, achieved significant gains in reading
comprehension, decoding skills, and vocabul@hys strategy helped the Saudi students to
increase their skills and imprexheir abilities of comprehensioBecause reading
comprehension is a complex and difficult prodessSaudi studentsome readers cannot

develop the ability to comprehend passages quickly and easily. Often the students need
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assistance and support wdtlfficult texts in order to understand them (Dewitz, & Dewitz,

2003).St udent s06 reading comprehension i mproves
used regularly in the classroom (Trelease, 1994). Therefore, reading aloud affects the

st udent sbities By alvimydghem in discussioabout the content of the book.

The reading aloud strategy can be used to inv&aadistudentsn developing knowledge,
increasingcomprehension skills, and fosieg critical thinking. Therefore, reading aloisl

an important strategy f@audistudents because it aids the students in building foundational

skills and understanding new vocabulary (Franmcveigh, 2013).

My study was compatible with Vygotskyods
confirmed that the reading aloud strategy builds reading comprehension. Therefore, this
theory is evident when the studentdet a familiar story which matches the texts, and
indicates an emphasis on reading compreher{smysen, 2010). FurtheQueini,Bahous,
andNabhani (2008)dentifiedthe impact of a read aloud strategy on vocabulary acquisition
and reading comprehension for young childréime use of this strategyill hopefully allow
them to grow as independent readers and bkills $0 deduce or acquire the meaning of new
words when they read independentiyaddition, this study helpestudents get exposure to
vocabulary and language patterns that are nohmamin everyday speectihereby

enhancing their comprehension (Foster, 2008).

Survey Sections

Thedata of the survey collected during the researchumdsr the following
categoriespreferences of reading, the places where the student preferred teeeetialy
comprehension skills,aidh e st udent sé6 perceptions .0of soci
The researcher conducted a surweih theaim of understanding the situations or

circumstances under whisudentgrefereddoing their reading either individually or
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collectively. The researcher understoodhe first sectiorthat reading is largely a mental and
psychological proces3.herefore, in the case of a school age child, the preference of reading

plays a role in erdmncing his or her reading comprehensidiest students tend to prefer to

read alone; perhaps, the reading aloud provides them with an opportunity to read aloud

without any interference. Essentially, through this data the researcher sought to explore how a
student 6s perception or attitude towards a ¢

impact on how the student comprehends and eventually improves readipgehension.

The second section of this research explores physical locations for regtuing
environment where one is reading plays an extremely essential role in their reading
comprehension. The three key places for a student, around whichagaeches conducted a
survey werehome, classroom, and the library. Reading in the classroomohasvays been
receivedpositively by students faa number of reasonBor example, tsidents might be
afraid of being made fun of by other students when they make a reading nistadeition,
in a classroom environment, only a few students prefee @t khe center of attention because
they feel more comfortable when they read in the classroom, also perhaps, they are more

daring than peers.

The third sectiomasfour areas that focused on the reading aloud strategy in the

improvement of comprehensiakills, as follows:

A When | find a story or a text difficult to understand, | try to read it aloud to

continue my reading.
A When | read aloud, | feel better to enhance my understanding of the texts.
A When | use reading aloud, | feel better to improwepronunciation.

A | understand the text better when | listen to the story from the reader.
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In the above four areas, the research participants responded positinigliz a clear
indication of the positive impact the reading aloud strategy can heagpective of how it
has been implemented, for the improvement of comprehension readasgition, thisstudy
demastrated that students haae enhanced comprehension abiiyh regard to deductive
observatiorbecausehe students can have an ideavbat the story is just by looking at the
title. The data revealed that students have the ability to contextualize a word within a story in
order to understand the meaning of that waylcontrast, this revealed that there is a portion
of students who doot have the required comprehension skills as indicatedduy
disagreementvith the questions regardinibeir understanding of the texts when reading

aloud or listening to the story from the reader.

Section four provides research data with regard to the perceptions of the sampled
students with social interactiomhe objective of this section was to explore what situations
or attitudes can enhance the reading aloud strategy and eventually the ingaroeéthe
reading comprehension of a student. The student reads better if the teacher listens to his
reading. When students have a positive attitude towards the teacher, the results can be
positive.On the other hand, the attitude of the students tovibedeacher plays an essential
role in this case. If the students perceive the teacher to have harsh redpegsaght fear
to read aloud when the teacher is listening. Therefore, the teachers should focus on the
i mprovement of s tawetlkas tealibg instauctiohiinrogler ® keach thesr

full understanding as shown in the next section.

Implications for Reading Instruction in Saudi Arabia Schools

Teaching reading in Saudi Arabia is through whadsess instruction, anthe basal
reades do not allow more time for individual S

can lead to some students hating the reading course. Thus, the teachers play an important role
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in the development of the st udoétmetmaterialt he st ud
taught, and guidance toward respect in the society. The teachers in Saudi schools should
strengthen bonding with the students and their parents, as well as using methods and
curriculumthatthe students welcome and enjoy most. Also, thelters need to plan for the

diverse needs of all students. If needed, the teachers can consider providing additional classes
to help increase the studentsd knowledge. Mo
foundational knowledge and use of educatiomatpces and teaching methods, as well as the
curriculum and assessments which best fit students in order to encourage improvement in the

literate environment.

However, | observed that the teachers felt proud of the efforts their students were
making to larn, and they were doing their best to help their students find ways to improve
and enhance their reading skills through diverse learning strategies and creative skills.
Teachers were active with students and used several methods to engage their shildents w
also explaining the lesson in order to reach the highest level of teaching. Moreover, the
teachers need to be patient when a student does not improve on reading skills or does not
easily understand since reading skills can be a complex process ambitagk to be

achieved in a short period of time.

Also, the teacher should ask their students about any difficulties they may have with
comprehension and understanding, and help them both inside and/or outside of the classroom
environment. Saudi &ehes should give students a readnodpric and review their
weaknesses in reading skills, then offer guidance and ways to improve reading
comprehension. In some cases, delayed comprehension of reading reflects weaknesses in
decoding skills (Spooner et &)06). The teachers need to be advocates for the needs of
students by working with the literacy specialist teachers througiowo@e instruction in

order to help the students improve skills. In addition, teachers might consider providing
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additional indivdual sessions for the weaker readers, so literacy specialists can help to

i mprove and increase the studentsodé skills.

Therefore, teachers in Saudi schools can help readira challenging passage by
connecting it with ideas presented earlier and they atso explain the new ideas that
students will read about to enable them to reach the higher level of comprehension (Holte,
1998). Also, the weaker readers need to focus on practices and exercises to improve and
increase their reading and understandingti#is. Furthermore, Saudi students tend to adapt
to the environment in which they are studying, be it at home, in the library, or anywhere else
otherthan classrooms. From here, the teachers should provide all aspects most beneficial for
the students ithe classrooms, such as a comfortable place for reading, which creates an
appropriate environment for all. Also, the Ministry of Education intends to promote reading
for pleasure, using tools such as the classroom environment, to support educationto order

achieve the goals (Ministry of Education, 2014).

On the other hand, most texts in Saudi textbooks are too familiar and related together.
Therefore, the participants were bored, and
since they were often peated in different school levels. Moreover, the themes and ideas
were written about nationalism and generalized statements, and lacked interesting topics in
order to engage the students to read. Therefore, the text selections are a significant aspect for
encouraging reactions among students at different levels of school. Also, it is important to
build on students6é thinking, culture, and pe
main point, the writers of the Saudi textbooks should focus on stéaides, and fiction
because these are more interesting and welcoming for students than topics about the cities in
countries, the borders, water, or summer holiday, and so on. The Ministry of Education in
Saudi Arabia should provide new programs whiclhufon selected reading. Principals and

teachers are encouraged to focus on the deve
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which will enable them to reach their full potenti@late of the Ministry of Education, 2014).
Therefore, reading interventisican be administered to collect data about the reading
problems, the effectiveness of the readers a
as well as increasing reading comprehension. In addition, reading activities and web reading
materials may also be used as a supplenfenthe students. By this method, the students in

Saudi Arabian at different levels of the school will become independent readers and enjoy

reading in school, as well as outside of school.

On a negative note during this sydl discovered that some of the students did not
prefer reading in classrooms as vadlthey were not participating some of the lessons
because the reading methods might not support their understanding, reading themes did not
fit their thinking, or tley felt shy when readind.he impact on the students was not strong
but it was in fachoticeable when they read during the stuihyerefore, teachers should
provide several interesting topics for the students to engage with during class time and use a
variety of reading strategies, such as iegé@loud to improve and increase reading
comprehensiorMany students stated that the books they have been assigned to read in
school reduced their interest in reading, therefore, teachers and librarians hadeotd fi
which texts the students enjoy reading (Holte, 1998Bg librariesin the schools should
provideavariety of intersting books in ordertohethbe vel op t he student sé
academically to enhance their knowledge. The
experience to receive new sophisticated ideas, which may increasenteistandingn the
future.Although teachers have differemtaiching strategies, they ought to take into
consideration individual characteristics in reading skills and the challenges each individual
might face (Bolos, 2012). Teachers should encourage their students to use the reading aloud
strategy because it moties the students to read and improves their reading comprehension

(Bolos, 2012; Serafini & Giorgis, 2003; Wiseman, 2D1According to Williamson (1998),
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to i mprove studentsd comprehensi ofhpSau® acher s
teacher Bould read some of the books the children love and watch their favorite movies too,

as this is important in reaching the learners because the teachers will need to give examples

from these materials (Neuman, 1988hen teachers are reading to their stuslethe

students get a better feel for the language and its structure. Teachers ought to encourage their
students by reading aloud to them to i mprove
their interestin reading achievement. Also, reading alamaa build background knowledge

and reading comprehension skills (Beck & McKeown, 2001; Bolos, 2012; Wiseman, 2011).

Implications for Future Research

Since reading is one of the most important courses in the educational process, |
suggest that researchemntinue to collect and chart data about the reading aloud strategy in
the coming years. | recommend that the reading aloud strategy be conducted on a daily basis
to become the main activity in an elementary curriculubelieve that thisechniquewill be
beneficial for the student®ecausehis strategycanimprve t he st udentsdé com
leading to better achievement in school life. | recommend further studies be initiated to find
the best strategy that can help students to have better outcornagss®é has become a
serious issue of research, | recommend a study or studies that research how the student can
become an excellent reader academicaitgllectually, critically,to provide more
understanding with regard to the fields of reading aedataty to positively affect student
achievement. Also, future research should try to determine the exact reasons why some
students do not tend to read while others do. For instance, some kids prefer watching
television at home or playing video games thatvpnt them from reading.lgo, the
researchers shouldork with teachers and parents in order to monitor students when they

read whetheath o me o r school to observe the student ¢
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recommend another study about reading strategies with a bigger sample from different
schools which would include teachers in the study, using appropriate and effective
implementaton to be used nationally. In addition, teachers need to be aware of effective ways

to implement such strategies, dmlv to select the books to be read.

As we know, reading is the most important means of learning. Therefore, the future
researchers may csider the curriculum and instruction, which the students feel comfortable
working with and enjoyn order to improve reading comprehension. | recommend that the
researchers fars on teachenssingnew techniques to involve the students with the texts
during reading, ando try changing reading topics and texts to become more interesting to the
students who are reading. Further, the teachers should focus on rubrics and assessments that
fit the studentsod skills i n oirthedteratd o i ncr eas
environment. | am planning to dig more into this important strategysexdew techniques
to engage students in reading in the coming years, when | am working on my Ph.D. degree.
The ultimate goal io build a generation that lovesading. That can only start at home,
where students spend most of their time, and then be reinforced at $iciscarhimportant

undertakingo create an excellent reader.

Limitations

Overall, | amsatisfiedwith what | have done in both my processes andgdures for
data collection and results. There were a few limitations that may well have affected the
outcome of this study. Firstvas the duration of this studybegan the implementation of the
reading aloud strategy in the fourth quarter of the sicywar, so this study should have been
longer than a month in order to effectively collect moreintact i ons, observe t|
comprehension, angathermore data. The second limitation was the number of the

participants. In this study, | only had 41 students who were from two classes in a Saudi
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Arabian school. | think that if | haal larger sample size, the study results would be more
meaningful.Also, having more students would provide a better range of variety for my data.

The third limitation was the attendance of the participants. While | was doing this project,

some students missed classisTiissing of classes hachegativel mpact on t he st u

achievement.

However, this research is one of the few pieces of researcheatsizden done on the
use of the reading aloud strategy to increase reading comprehension for Saudi stuflents in 5
gradeThi s study has a |l ot of information that
comprehension in general. Reading aloud has
development; hencd, constitutes an essential partaofy reading class. | trigd provide
evidencedo teachers and educatafdthe importance of the reading aloud strategytaed
relationshipwi h t he st udentsé comprehenshaovmuchl n add
student understanding and achievenveerte positively affected by using the readingloud
strategy The research objective of this study was to undertake the implementation of a
reading aloud strategy in order to determine its effectiveness in producing posgitieenes

on reading comprehension

Thereadingaloudt r at egy is a significant strateg
participation with daily lesson3.he participants were able to connect their own expergence
and personal knowledge with the daily texts to share their opinions and demonstrate a higher
level of urderstandingas compared to their comprehension in traditional Saudi reading
lessonsTeachers should use reading strategies and new techniques to teach the students
duringreading classes, and also toychange themes of the textbook to engage students in
reading. Therefore, the text selections are a significant aspect for encouraging reactions
among students in different levels of schddle teachers should strengthbair

relationshig with the stulents and their parents, as well as usimggcurriculum and
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instructionthatthe students welcome and enjoy mdébreover, the teachers should support
the foundational knowledge and usa@edearch basestlucational practices and teaching
methodsand asothe rubrics and assessments which best fit students in order to encourage

improvement in the literate environment.
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Appendix A: Lesson Plan

1. Objective:
A To learn what is reading aloud strategy.

A To know how to increase reading comprehension by using this strategy.

A To apply this strategy with olessons.

2. Materials

A Areading text from textbook of the fifth grade.

A A table is set

up

wi t Rhteskandcsorvep ut er

A A piece of worksheet to write down answers if needed.

A Pens/pencils.

3. Environment:

T Student déds desks are
researcher and the smart board).
1 All materials are visible and accessible.

4. Intended Learning OQutcomes:

arranged in clusters

1. Students will use the reading alositategy in order to improve their comprehension.

2. Students will answer a personal response question to ensure their understanding.

3. Students will share new ideas, information, and questions to enhance their

understanitg.

5. Instructional Sequence

Teacher will

Students will

lesson and ask the students if they
have ever read something about the

2. Teacher will read pp.-36.

3. Teacher will discuss the main ideas
the lesson.

4. Teacher will ask students some
gquestions about main ideas related
the lesson.

1. Teacher will allude to the topic of th 1.

lesson. 2.

Students will share their knowledge
about the lesson if they read it befor

Students will listen to the teacher
while hereads.

Students will share their opinions
with the teacher.

Students will answer the questions
orally.
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. Teacher will listen to the student

. Teacher will ask the student some

. Teacher will move around the

while he reads.

oral questions to assess #tadent's
comprehension about what he read

. Teacher will repeat the same metho
with all students.

classroom while students are in paif

. At the end of class time, the teachet
will take an ove
understanding of the new ideas,
words, and events of the chapter by,
asking some questions about the
general ideas of the chapter.

. The student will read a part of the

. The student will answer orally these

. Every student will read by using the

. Every student will read to a peer, th

. The students will share what they

lesson while others listen to him.

guestions and teacher also will ask
others about this part of the chapter|

same method (6 above).

will ask him about what he read and
vice versa.

have learned as readers toweestheir
understanding and increase their
reading comprehension.
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Lesson Plan (49)

S

1. Objective:
A To use reading aloud strategy.
A To learn new vocabulary.
A To know the importance of the homel and
A Toincrease studentsdé reading comprehensior
2. Materials
A A reading text from textbook of the fifth grade.
A Map of Saudi Arabia.
A Showing pictures of some places in
A A piece of worksheet to write down answinseeded.
A Pens/pencils.
A Smartboard and a computer with internet.
3. Environment:
T Student 6s desks are arranged in clusters

T
T

researcher and the smartboard).
A table is set up with a computer andes@ copies of the lesson.

All materials are visible and accessible.

4. Intended Learning OQutcomes:

1.

N o N o o o &~ W DN

Students will use reading aloud strategy in order to improve their comprehension.

Students will express about what they know about the topic of the text or paragraphs.

Students will knowledge the importance of love of the homeland.

Students will infer from text to the national sentiment sincere.

Studentsvill keen to identify the nature of their country.

Students will read the text by using the read aloud strategy correctly.

Students will talk about ideas, title, and events learned from the lesson.

Students will learn th@eanings of new vocabulary.

Students will answer a personal response question to ensure their understanding.
Students will share new ideas, information, and questions to enhance their
understanding.

Students will analyze their understanding about what information they might find in

the lessons.

5. Instructional Sequence
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Teacher will

Students will

. Teacher will discuss the main ideas

. Teacher will ask students some

. Teacher will listen to the student

. Teacher will ask the student some

. Teacher will move around the

. Teacher will allude to the topic of th
lesson and ask the students if they
have ever read something about the
lesson.

. Teacher will read daily lesson.

the lesson.

guestions about main ideas related
the lesson.

while hereads.

oral questions to assess the studen|
comprehension about what he read

. Teacher will repeat the same metho
with all students.

classroom while students are in pai

. At the end of tass time, the teacher
will take an ove
understanding of the new ideas,
words, and events of the chapter by,
asking some questions about the
general ideas of the lesson.

. Students will share their knowledge

. Students will listen to the teacher

. Students will share their opinions

. Students will answer the questions

. The student will read a part of the

. The student il answer orally these

. Every student will read by using the

. Every student will read to a peer, th

. Thestudents will share what they

about the lesson if thewyad it before.

while he reads.

with the teacher.

orally.

chapter while others listen to him.

questions and teacher also will ask
others about this part of the chapter|

same method (6 above).

will ask him about what he read and
vice versa.

have learned as readers to ensure {
understanding and increase their
reading comprehension.

Oral questions:

1. What is the homeland?
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2. What is the exact name of your country?

3. Inwhichcontinent is Saudi Arabia?

4. Give anexample of a coastaéconomic, and religiousties?

5. How do you participate in the construction of your country?
6. What is your duty to your country?

7. What are the featureébat distinguistyour country from other homelands?
8. Whydo humans lovéheir homelan@

9. What things are you interested in your country?

10. Give the main ideas learned from the lesson?

11. Explain the meaning of the new vocabulary?
12.CompareRiyadh city and Dammam city?

13.Give an appropriate question for each paragraph?
14.What is your role for the adva@ment ofour country?
15.What is the meaning of the following wordsiastal city, Oil, and Holy city.
16.What was the first Holy mosque status for the Muslims?
17.Where is Mecca?

18.From anything made the door of thely building Kaabg?
19.What is the virtue Kaaba?

20.Who built the Kaaba?

21.What is the color of Kaaba?

22.What is the right of the child in Islam?

23.Give an idea ohead of children's rights in Islam?

24.Why is childhood important in human life?

25.What are the rokeof the family in a child's upbringing?

26.What is prouiled by the State to take care of children?
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AppendixB:Sur vey of Saud

i s6 Students for

Aloud Strategy

| mpr ove

Dear studentYou are about to participate in a study about owprg reading comprehension

andliteracy for Saudi students by using the reading aloud strategy.

Directions: Please indicate carefully your level of agreement or disagreement with each of

these statements regarding to your feeling about improving your reading comprehension by
using the reading alowstrategy. Place an "X" mark in the box of your answer

Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree
Agree

Strongly
Disagree

| read better if | read for pleasure.

N

| read better if | read alone.

| feel excited when | spend free time
reading a book.

| feel happy when it is time for reading
class.

| feel happy when | start a new book or a
story.

| feel interested when | read in the
classroom.

| read better when | go to a library.

| like to read at home.

©| o N

Pleaseselect'Disagree"” in this statement.

. When | read the title, | know what the stoi
is about.

11.

When | do not understand a word, | skip it
then | try to get the meaning from the
context.

12.

When | find a story or a text difficult to
understand, | tryo read it aloud to continug
my reading.

13.

When | read aloud, | feel better at
enhancing my understanding of the texts.

14.

When | use reading aloud, | feel | am bett
at improving my pronunciation.

15.

Please, select "agree" in this statement

16.

When | read, | try to look at pictures in the
text to understand the meaning.

17.

| understand the text better when | listen t
the story from the reader.

18.

It helps me understand better if | choose

what | like to read.

19

. | read better if théeacher listens to my
reading.

20

. I read better if | share ideas with my frien(i

An

Pl

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Yy ot her comment s: eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

ease write your gr ade ThankyRefar garticipating iothis ssireey. € é é .

Re
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AppendixC: Surveyof Saudi sé6 Students for | mprove Re
Reading Aloud Strategy By Arabic Language
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Appendix D: Pre and postest of My Home, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Your name: éééeéeeé. 2—5

1- Where is Saudi Arabimcate®

D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~
D~

eeeeééeeceeceééeeceeceeééeecececee

(1)

2 -Why do millions of people come to Saudi AraBia

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

éeeceééeeceecéééececeeééeeceececececee

(1)

3 - Where are the beautiful tourist areas in Saudi Afabia

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

ceéeeéecéecéeccéceccececéeeccéee

(1)

4 -Give two exampls of a coastal citin Saudi Arabi&

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

ceéeeéecéecéeccécecceceeccéeeccée

(2)

5- What are the economic things that are famous in Sanadhia?

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
-
-

ceéeeéecéecéeccéceccececéeecéecée

(2)

6 -What do you like andake pride in abougour country?

M-

ceéeeéecéecéecéecéeccecececéeeceéeecctecce

(1)

7 -List three of the most important cities in Saudi Arabia tefidche importance of each cty

Eééeéeécécécéceéeéeéeéeéeécécéecéeeceeeéeeé(d
8 - Write a question to this answer
Saudi Arabia's capital is Riyadh. It is located in the heart of the Arabian Peninsula

s s sz

eeéeeéeecéecéeeceéeecéceceéeeceéeecéeeceeeee(d

9- Join the word with its opposite (4)
Security Inside

Outside Insecurity

Stability Lawlessness

Law Unsteadiness

10- Join theword with itssynonym (4)
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Wonderful Far

Abounds Societies
Civilizations Fantastic

Distant Flouristes, Thrives

1-Sign mar k (&) at the right of the sentence
sentence if it is not true. (4)

- My country is located at westn south from Asia continent.

- Abha is the most beautiful and famous city rather than Taif to the visitors.
- My country contains the two holy mosques.

- Man likeshis country for beautiful memories.

12- Draw a map of Saudi Arabia? (1)

O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D
O D D D

Good luck,,,
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Appendix E: Pretest/ Posttest about My Home, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Wt pbHATFIOF wy 20NI0F wbldrr lOF ¢c3AM WUHYHT D

- . wt p CIOF

(1) 1
(.1). -2
(1) -3
(2) .............................. _4.1 .....
2) e
(1') | -6
(3) .............................. 7 .....
(1) mem@BAHBS

. Wy IO0NIOF WOT 21 KaFp H/AMLIOR Tw WwIDYFHOROF
(.4.) ............................... _é .....

CXFIXbF pHIM3lOF 3cFOs

CyNnn>2 paF bl
51 Nr KOF

Ny yr

(4) 10
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9> F CIOF
nyHYIOF 6pF
UFOTrYsF
PH P IOF
4) " WG AFPIOF WprFANKWF afrBY (YIFH) WB bl K
( ) -
( ) -
( ) eyBOj] OF €3AM e
( ) -
(1) -12 LW

Xy TH 3 IOF 3

mom
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Appendix F: Table6. TheSt udent s0 PeheSwwweyt ages f or

Strongly Agree Maybe Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree

1. I read better if | read for pleasure 36% 60% 4% 0% 0%

2. | read better if | read alone | 60% [ 32%| 0% | 8% | 0%

3. | feel excited when | sperfdee time 56% 40% 4% 0% 0%
readng a book

4. | feelhappy when it is time for reading| 48% | 44% | 0% 8% 0%
class

5. | feel happy when | start a new book oi 64% 28% 0% 8% 0%
story.

6. | feel interested when | read in the 32% | 44% | 12% 8% 4%
classroom

7. | read better when | go to a library 44% 44% 4% 4% 4%

8. | like to read at home | 40% [52%| 0% | 8% | 0%

9. Pleaseselect "Disagree" in this
statement

10.When | read the title, | know whatthe | 44% | 44% | 8% 4% 0%
story is about

11.When | do not understand a word, | sk 40% 48% 12% 0% 0%
it, then | try to get the meaning from th
context

12.When | find a story or a text difficult to| 64% | 32% | 0% 4% 0%
understand, | try to read it aloud to
continue my reading

13.When | read aloud, | feel better at 2% 24% 4% 0% 0%
enhancing my understanding of the
texts.

14.When | use reading aloubfeel I am 40% | 52% | 4% 4% 0%
better at improving my pronunciation.

15.Please, select "agree" in this statemen

16.When | read, | try to look at pictures in| 56% | 36% [ 0% 4% 4%
the text to understand the meaning

17.1 understand the text better when | liste 72% 20% 8% 0% 0%
to the story from the reader

18.1t helps me understand better if | chooy 40% | 48% | 0% 8% 4%
what | like to read

19.1 read better if the teacher listenstom 36% 48% 8% 4% 4%
reading

20.1 read better if khare ideas with my 44% | 48% | 8% 0% 0%
friends
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Appendix G: Charts of the Survey Sections

Chart 1.Preferences of Reading

70 1

e ius L s m Strongly Agree
50 - FRAHT FiEAHE = Agree i3
40 7 l
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Chart 3. Reading Comprehension Skills
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Appendix H: Table 7.TheSt udent s6Percentages fo

12.5
7.5
12

12.5

10
12.5
16
6.5

14
1.5
15.5

12
13
14.5
15.5
17.5
55
13
17
16
18
17.5
18
19
13
11
14
14.5
155
19
12.5
17.5
17.5
17
18
18
17

Average 13.80

50%
30%
48%
50%
20%
32%
40%
50%
64%
26%
32%
56%
6%
62%
24%
48%
52%
58%
62%
70%
22%
52%
68%
64%
72%
70%
72%
76%
52%
44%
56%
58%
62%
76%
50%
70%
70%
68%
72%
2%
68%
5351%

175
185
19
22.5
18
155
19
185
21
18
195
215
13
20.5
20.5
24.5
24
18.5
195
215
20.5
18
18
22
25
25
24
22
18
15
18
17.5
19
25
175
23
22.5
22
25
22.5
23
20.31

70%
74%
76%
90%
72%
62%
76%
74%
84%
2%
78%
86%
52%
82%
82%
98%
96%
74%
78%
86%
82%
12%
12%
88%
10
10%%
96%
88%
12%
60%
12%
70%
76%
10%%
70%
92%
90%
88%
10%%
90%
92%
81.26%

20%
44%
28%
40%
52%
30%
36%
24%
20%
46%
46%
30%
46%
20%
58%
50%
42%
16%
16%
16%
60%
20%
4%
24%
28%
30%
24%
12%
20%
16%
16%
12%
14%
24%
20%
22%
20%
20%
28%
18%
24%
27.70%

15
17.5
14
19
14
14.5
16
18
19.5
17
18
20
14.5
20
19.5
20
19.5
17
18.5
19
17.5
18
17.5
20
20
20
19.5
18.5
16
15
15.5
16.5
17
20
14
19.5
18
17.5
19
18
18.5
17.70

75%
87.5%
70%
95%
70%
72.5%
80%
90%
97.5%
85%
90%
100%
72.5%
100%
97.5%
100%
97.5%
85%
92.5%
95%
87.5%
90%
87.5%
100%
100%
100%
97.5%
92.5%
80%
75%
77.5%
82.5%
85%
100%
70%
97.5%
90%
87.5%
95%
90%
92.5%
88.53%
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Appendix I: My Home, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

My beloved country Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Arabic Islamic country, the
Revelation, and all Muslims head to it when praying, the deep wish of their hearts, the light
stand for all universes, the land where | live, drink its water, breathe its air, the growth from
the young, the cradle of memories and large dreams, the Dblanodny, the oasis of
security and safety. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is located in the southern west of Asia
continent; its large lands formfiae geographic museum. hasvariable terrain, including
mountains, plateaus and deep valleys,-lpwg coasal plains and atolls.

Its surface includes four main natural geographic regions as follows: Hijaz and Aseir
mountain, Najd plateau, sadéserts, eastern coastal beadie Kingdom occupies most of
land of the Arabian Peninsula as its area covers betihiedRed Sea and the Arab Gulf that
equals foufifths of the total area of the Arabian Peninsula. Its capital is Riyadh located at
the middle of the Arabian Peninsula.

My home Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hasligious and tourism viewsjstorical
impact andimportant examples of civilization. Méreas it contains the most sacred Islamic
places as it coains the house of God (Mecca) wenélions of Muslim people come to visit
and itcontains Medina Munawarthe mosque of the lord of all passengers the prophet
Mohamed may peace be upon him. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has the largest Islamic
collection and gatherinfyjom all over the worldvhere the sacred and holy plamntain two
million Muslims from different countrieslue to its natural climate and the green trees and to
do the duty of the God.

The mountain places are featured with the nature of beauty like the green trees, the
high places and the beautiful climate. From the mountain tourism placesifarkbha,

Baha, located at the tops of Al Hijaz and Asir mountains and featured with fine climate. But
the historical places are full of the old civilizations, the most one Madain Saleh in Ola city,
Fao in the eastern south and okhdood in Najran region.

The coastal places, such as Dammam, Jeddah, and Jazan, in naval interfaces are
located on the length of the Red Sea, the coast of the Arab gulf whereas there are multiple
ports which are constructed to ensure the communication between our cities locaiadtsn c
and between the Kingdom and abroad.

The ports receive the carriers and ships for huge oil, which transport our products of

petrol to all countries all over the world.



IMPROVING READING COMPREHENSIONBY READING ALOUD TO

My home country has obtained the great economidipasiue to the blessing &od
of oil as it includes inside its lands one of the largest known oil reserves of oil and natural gas
in the world.

God grants the blessing and raises the buildings of this country and education
flourishes, the activation of industry and agriculture, aligoess in all fields, the speed
development steps in all sectors and fields as it has achieved the great projects in a short time
due to the periodical work and for the purpose of achievement the civilization and progress.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is\eery audible word and has its voice in the
international forums and celebrations, as it has been considered the Forerunner for good to
help the poor countries, and assists and rescues the stricken nations and holding the benefit
projects in a lot of couns.

It is a member and active founder of the League of Arab States and a member and
fruitful founder in the United Nations, and its policy is based on Neutrality, in order that these
holy places will be far from the international disputes and blessedstaibility and safety.

My God protects you Kingdom, and continue with huge and famous between nations.
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Appendix J: The Text from Fifth Grade Textbook
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