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The Rose Archives 
College at Brockport



 Linda Simmons, who coordinated with the archives, 
and supplied pictures.

 Winston Mitchell, who generously sent a large package      
of photos.

 Katrina Dorsey, who coordinated the planning for a       
time capsule.



 Brockport’s history dates back to 1835.

 The school was founded as a private academy.

 The school has a long tradition of inclusiveness, 
welcoming women and minority students.

 The following slides are a survey of African American 
students from the early days of the school up through 
the era of the Black Student Liberation Front and the 
Organization of Students of African Descent.





 The Barrier family were among the few African 
Americans in the area in the 186os. Anthony Barrier 
was a local businessman.

 His three children, Fannie, Ella, and George, started in 
the school in in the 1860s and early 1870s.

 Fannie Barrier is the first known African American to 
have graduated from Brockport, in the Class of 1870.



 After going south to 
teach in a school for 
freed slaves, she 
went on to a long 
and distinguished 
career as a civil 
rights activist and 
public speaker.



 The African American community in western NY, where 
most of our students came from, was very small in the 19th

and early 20th centuries.

 Still, there were occasional African American students 
here, and after WWII their numbers grew dramatically.

 While it isn’t always possible to tell from the old records 
when African American students were here, the following 
slides capture something  of their presence.































 In 1966 the Black Student Union was organized. 

 During the next two years, the name was changed to 
the Black Student Liberation Front.







































 Winston 
Mitchell, 
Brockport 
student in the 
latter 1970s, and 
an accomplished 
photographer.























 In 1979 the Black Student Liberation Front changed its 
name to OSAD, the Organization of Students of 
African Descent. 

 The group has long been one of the largest student 
clubs on campus, and has engaged in a wide range of 
cultural, social and political activities.
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