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ABSTRACT 

 
Photography, especially during the Covid-19 pandemic, has become a widely 

used and popular artform for people documenting this unprecedented time in history. 

With the emergence of Covid-19 in March of 2020, photographers of all skill levels set 

out to document history in the making. Photography is an artform that helps bridge 

parallels between people, places, and things, and being able to make sense of it all 

through visuals brings us closer to each other’s core of understanding. Photography is not 

a one-size-fits-all medium. There are many photography styles, including portraiture, 

landscape, action, architecture, documentary, and street photography. This literature 

review will explore how street and documentary photography, photography styles, and 

philosophies accentuate life during a global pandemic. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
  While there are many genres, techniques, styles, and approaches to mastering the 

art of successful photography, one might argue that timing has more to do with catching 

the right shot than equipment or skill. From the earliest examples of photography in the 

nineteenth century until now, one variable of photography has not changed; the pursuit of 

capturing emotion and emitting an emotional response. During this unprecedented time in 

history, photographers around the world have taken to the streets in hopes of capturing 

the essence of the human spirit as uncertainty remains at an all-time high. Instead of 

turning away from the chaos, many publications embrace it using the pandemic as a 

creative outlet. The Vogue online piece, "Creativity in Crisis," features artists and 

photographers who journal their quarantine experiences using their respective artistic 

talents at home (Vogue.com). The New York Times published an article online titled 

"New York Was Not Designed for Emptiness," where photographers snapped shots of 

empty streets, parks, subways, and ferries in a city that suddenly got very sleepy 

(Nytimes.com). Story Corps, an online multimedia storytelling platform, dedicated a 

section of their website to sharing Covid-19 experiences using photos accompanied by 

interviews (Storycorps.org). Even Johns Hopkins Medical School tells Covid-19 recovery 

stories on its website as a testament to the tireless efforts of brave healthcare workers 

nationwide (Hopkinsmedicine.org). As the pandemic continues to unfold, so do the 

stories. 

 
Photography has a way of connecting people to experiences. I have always had a 

knack for telling people's stories, and after returning home from a deployment overseas,  
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I suddenly realized I had developed a new skill - telling people's stories through 

photography. Since 2018, I have taken a particular interest in street photography and 

portraiture because of its ability to tap into a person's emotional state of being. Using a 

wide range of contextual and illustrative techniques, I attempt to see what unfolds 

through the lens. This literature review will explore how photography has evolved from a 

novelty to a widespread cultural practice while also considering the philosophies behind 

its symbiotic relationship with literature. It will discuss street and documentary 

photography, photography styles, and its doctrines, including modern-day examples and 

historical references wherein available. Using a variety of illustrative techniques, I will 

focus on how visual aesthetics help create lasting memories. These examples will support 

my use of photography as an art form and documentation tool during the Covid-19 

pandemic. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 

 
1. What is an effective way of sharing photos of people?  

 
2. How can photos and text work in conjunction to tell a more explicit story?  

 
3. Considering the principles of information design, how can photography help society 

gain interest in and identify cultural issues? 
 

 
Street Photography 
 

  Though the first street photograph was taken in 1826 by Joseph Nicéphore Niépce 

in Burgundy, France, street photography did not become a popular form of photography 

until the public distribution of the 35mm camera in 1913 ("The History of Street 

Photography," n.d.). When this technology was first introduced, exposure times were 

long, resulting in blurry and unidentifiable images. A decade later, Louis Daguerre 

sought to refine Niépce's work with the invention of Daguerreotype, which needed only a 

few moments to expose a clean image ("Modern Photography," n.d.). From its inception, 

photography acted as a scientific documentation tool for archeology and botany purposes. 

It was not until photographers like Alfred Stieglitz, F. Holland Day, and Edward Steichen 

explored photography as an artistic expression to explore humanity rather than an 

operational medium that it started to take off ("Modern Photography," n.d.).                    

 
           Photography has taken many forms; from the earlier days of developing film in a 

dark room to instant snaps with Polaroids, to the ubiquity of digital cameras and cell 

phones, photography has become accessible to anyone with a camera and a subject. 

https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/the-history-of-street-photography/
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Given its ambiguous nature, street photography often intends to be consumed explicitly 

as an art form rather than a historical reference. Riding the coattails of documentary 

photographer Robert Frank, a new generation of photographers began using "snapshot" 

techniques highlighting the more provocative and vulgar sides of the public. Popularity in 

"unaesthetic subject matter" grew, and "straight photography" soared as photography 

shifted from strictly objective to historical art. "For the first time in the history of 

photography, the photographer was clearly revealed as an artist with a point of view and 

not a mere recorder of facts" (Blumberg, 2021).       

                                                
Interest in documenting people in public places has been around since the 

nineteenth century when painters like Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, Édouard Manet, and 

Edgar Degas began painting people in the streets. These painters worked alongside 

photographers to create images of people living in urban environments to add intrigue to 

an otherwise mundane studio setting (Blumberg, 2021). As interest in "street style" 

photography increased, painters incorporated sketchy brushstrokes into their paintings to 

emphasize movement. Famous impressionist painter Claude Monet utilized these strokes 

to achieve this effect, and it evolved from there. Monet also famously painted the same 

subject repeatedly throughout the day to capture how different lighting affected a 

subject's face (Blumberg, 2021).  

 
           Today, this effect is frequently achieved with a digital camera using a combination 

of natural light, shadows, and various camera angles. Street photography has since 

become a widely used method of sharing visions, gaining access to different places and 

times, and creating social change. In modern times, street photography is a shared 
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creative pursuit used by photographers everywhere with the same intention; creating 

lasting memories from fleeting moments in time. "Photography communicates equally to 

everybody throughout the world. It is the only universal language we have, the only one 

requiring no translation" (Vaughan-Lee, 2021). Some of the most iconic images of the 

twentieth century were shot by street photographers, like Dorothea Lange's image of 

a migrant mother and her children in Nipomo, California, during the Great Depression 

(Mishra, n.d.). The iconic post-war kiss coined "Unconditional Surrender" by Alfred 

Eisenstaedt in 1945 (Ludel, 2019). Or, Eric Kim's more contemporary and strictly black 

and white style capturing strangers on the street. Kim is known for his technique of 

"approaching close and observing from afar" and offers outsiders a look inside his artistic 

lens through his photography blog (Randal, 2016). It is in these happenstance creative 

pursuits we often find the most meaningful captures.  

            
           All the great street photographers of the twenty-first century seem to have in 

common a desire to connect with the world. Photographers help expose truths so they can 

be processed and retained for future generations. Aside from her poignant and striking 

photos, Dorothea Lange was known for her belief in connecting people to the world. "We 

need not be seduced into evasion of it any more than we need be appalled by it into 

silence . . . Bad as it is, the world is potentially full of good photographs. But to be good, 

photographs have to be full of the world" (Vaughan-Lee, 2021, p. 28). Successful street 

photographers take advantage of chance encounters and unique visions to create art 

reflecting society, made possible by the target of opportunity rather than fancy equipment 

and studios.  

 

https://expertphotography.com/famous-street-photographers/
https://www.artsy.net/news/artsy-editorial-man-iconic-photograph-sailor-nurse-kissing-v-j-day-died-95
https://www.widewalls.ch/magazine/10-prominent-street-photographers/eric-kim
https://erickimphotography.com/blog/
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Documentary photography 
 

  Since the beginning of the twentieth century, photography has become a central 

component in artistic visual language. Photographers have used documentary 

photography to help expose evil and injustice by uncovering different facets of war, child 

labor, poverty, hunger, and more. Alfred Stieglitz is to thank for his early interests in 

candid and snapshot photography, which led to his help in developing a documentary 

tradition called Pictorialism. Stieglitz helped introduce photography to art museums, 

breaking away from its traditional uses documented in his 1910 Pictorialism exhibit at the 

Albright Art Gallery in Buffalo, NY. Pictorialism, which produced warm sepia-toned 

images, emphasized contrast lighting and soft focus. These techniques offered some of 

the earliest attempts at evoking emotion through the use of a photograph. By shooting the 

subject with a bit of blur, the artist attempted to "create" an image rather than simply 

"record" it ("Department of Photographs," 2004). With the onset of World War 1, 

Pictorialism perished, giving way to a new documentary photography era. Photographers 

worldwide would soon document every facet of war, from the trenches to the skies and 

everything in between. In that way, photography has a way of allowing people to fill the 

void of an inaccessible experience. For the first time, the public could experience a 

historical event through visual materials rather than word of mouth. 

 
           Documentary photography has become a vital source of historical documentation 

ever since. Since documentary photography positions itself as a more deliberate style of 

photography, it tends to be critically analyzed for its ability to change perspectives and 

shape how we feel about the world (Vaughan-Lee, 2021). Unlike street photography, 

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/stgp/hd_stgp.htm
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documentary photography aims at capturing a specific event truthfully and accurately 

during a pivotal time in history so that the world can remember it as it happened. "Given 

its commitment to revealing a particular truth, Documentary Photography resists the idea 

of image or subject manipulation" ("Documentary Photography," n.d.). Though it is still 

considered an artistic vessel, documentary photography is less of an art form and more of 

a visual historical reference, making it an ideal option for documenting Covid-19. The 

photographer Denise Keim writes in an article for Nieman Reports, "For me, 

documentary photography is purity and freedom: the purity of the relationship between 

the photographer and the subject and the freedom to create images of life as it happens. 

With documentary work, I stretch the boundaries, nurture the subject matter, and 

communicate critical thinking on many layers" (Keim, 2001). 

 
Photography Composition and Styles 
 

  Photography as an art form has many guidelines supporting what is considered 

proper and improper. Compositional rules, which dictate structured photography, include 

Rule of Thirds, Leading Lines, Frame Within a Frame, Negative Space, Rule of Odds, 

Symmetry/Balance, The Golden Ratio, Foreground/Depth, and Patterns. Arguably, the 

most universally known compositional rule of photography is The Rule of Thirds, which 

acts as a nine-section grid divided evenly into thirds, placing points of interest at the 

intersecting points within the frame.  

 
           The Rule of Thirds keeps in mind a viewer's natural gravitation towards these 

specified points of interest in the frame, resulting in a visually balanced photograph. The 

Golden Ratio is another composition technique that is regarded as a rule to live by. The 
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Golden Ratio is a mathematical ratio of 1.618:1 based on spirals found in nature. This 

ratio reflects the human eye's natural movement and balance (Jokkel, Grigonis, n.d.). 

Though these rules are foundationally beneficial, one may argue that breaking them can 

lead to a more visually stimulating and dynamic shot. Changing your perspective, angle 

and intentionally violating the standardized grid format within a frame can eliminate 

clutter and reduce undesirable points of interest. With street photography, the rules are 

supposed to be bent. When dealing with human subjects, photographers relinquish their 

ability to control the situation and take what they get when they get it. For instance, a 

photo of a man coming after the camera at dead-center might not comply with the Rule of 

Thirds but could produce a more robust result. 

 
           Conversely, nature has a way of naturally following the rules. Architecture and 

leading lines from buildings and patterns and shapes in nature align with some traditional 

composition techniques. Depending on your motive, more important than following the 

rules of composition is capturing raw emotion. Throughout the pandemic, people have 

had to navigate new normals, and it is critically important to document what that looks 

like from multiple perspectives. There are only so many things that can touch every 

person globally, and this pandemic will go down in history as one of them. It is an artist's 

job to explore the world in new ways and analyze what they see to help it progress and 

advance. Photography has proven to achieve these effects by offering visual proof of 

living history. When the world first witnessed Apollo 8 orbiting the Earth in 1968, it 

became abundantly clear that the world was changing in front of our eyes and offered a 

visual guarantee of galactic possibilities. These first images of the Earth and Moon 

captured from outer space known as "Earthrise" enhanced people's collective awareness 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/earthrise-apollo-8-photo-at-50-how-it-changed-the-world%23:~:text=We%20saw%20Earth%20rise%20over,our%20planet's%20beauty%20and%20fragility.&text=A%20half-century%20ago,%20three,10%20times,%20and%20returned%20home.
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of the Earth's fragility and further connected people to their purpose (Drake, 2018). 

According to National Geographer photographer Brian Skerry, it was as if humanity saw 

itself for the first time through a mirror. "When something happens like that, it speaks to 

us on a level that we don't maybe fully understand," Skerry says. "You can't—as an artist, 

as a photographer, as a writer—you can't necessarily predict it. It just happens" (Drake, 

2018). 

 
Photography Philosophies 
 

  Photography has existed for a short time compared to human existence, but the 

way images tell stories and elicit feelings goes back centuries. Alistair J. Parker writes in 

his doctoral dissertation Snapshot Photography: A Phatic, Socially Constructed, 

Mnemonic Technology, "The snapshot unveils some memories vividly, whilst forgetting 

others. The flickering light on the walls of the cave reveals and obscures the fragments of 

images, the prosthetic memorials of past events and intentions" (Parker, 2016). 

Photography can take any shape you need it to. It can be purely for artistic pleasure while 

also acting as a cultural reference to study and observe past actions. Photos are often used 

in literature as historical references to help visualize and process events that otherwise 

seem hard to believe. The symbiotic relationship between photography and literature 

continues to grow with every new social media outlet built for creative expression. I.e., 

Photo captions have become so popular on social media that caption contests have 

dedicated hashtags leading users to related content. Captions have become a universally 

recognized complement to photos, just as images once became "a foundational aspect of 

the modern reading experience" (Vandermeersche, 2015).  



     Unmasked: A Visual Documentation of How Covid-19 Affects the Lives of Central New Yorkers 

 

 14 

           However, this cultural practice wasn't always so popular. In Geert 

Vandermeersche's Photography, Writing, Literature: A Book Review Article of New Work 

by Brunet and Beckman and Weissberg, he discusses the popularization of visual 

language in the twentieth century and specifically how photography struggled to become 

a preferred creative output at the turn of the century. In his review, he describes 

photography's initial pushback as a substitute for text and the claims that it eroded "text 

image distinctions" (Vandermeersche, 2015). Vandermeersche explains the significance 

of visuals accompanied by written text to convey a more defined and articulate message 

to the viewer. He says, "... one could note that photography's development and position 

are often framed by the written word and that photography influenced the development of 

literary narratives" (Vandermeersche, 2015). Much like the radio and television 

invention, with all new forms of information technology comes skepticism. In his review 

of On Writing with Photography, Vandermeersche discusses the difficulties literary 

authors had when using written language to codify a visual event saying, "The difference 

between language and photography is that writing can reflect on its own failures, while 

the camera must be necessarily blind to them (126)" (Vandermeersche, 2015). 

 
           Do photos need text to be effective and vice versa? Or, do text and captions hinder 

a person's ability to analyze the photo's intent? In Visual Methodologies: An Introduction 

to Researching with Visual Materials, author Gillian Rose details the art of learning to 

see photos independently from their contextual habitat. When using a visual methodology 

to examine pictures, you take a critical approach to determine what it represents to 

conclude its cultural and social effects (Rose, 2016). This methodology is fundamental 

when dealing with matters of life and death. For instance, when photos of the aftermath 
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of Covid-19 began circulating, it became harder to look away from the damage if you 

took a critical approach to analyze the implications of the content displayed. In a recent 

update on Onondaga County Executive Ryan McMahon's health, he revealed, "When we 

see what this pandemic has done to the public and the community … the human side of 

things ... It's tough to tune out. To turn it off. To be honest with you, I can't turn it off" 

(Eisenstadt, 2021:online). 

 
New Discoveries 

 
 

  The pandemic has shifted how we tell stories through photography. What were 

once mundane activities now qualify as subjects of historical documentation. In the early 

days of the pandemic, photographer Pete Kiehart tested positive for Covid-19 and started 

documenting his quarantine life. He began photographing himself doing routine activities 

like taking his temperature and washing dishes to keep himself active while fighting 

feelings of loneliness. (Bogle, 2020). 

 
           Similarly, Syracuse.com started a porch portrait series where it sent out 

photographers to snap families on their porch to help tell their unique story. It adopts a 

similar concept to "Humans of New York," where photographer Brandon Stanton 

famously hits New York City streets searching for people with a story to tell. His style is 

raw and captivating. Using natural light to photograph them in their natural habitat, he 

includes a short, raw interview to maximize its emotional appeal and further support the 

idea that "a good photograph explores the complexity of what it means to be human" 

(Vaughan-Lee, 2021). 
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In some ways, the pandemic has made photographers out of all of us. Everyone 

with a phone has documented themselves, or others, in some capacity over the past year. 

The year that Covid will forever brand. While the variety of images may have been 

reduced with people staying home, the uniformity of visuals that developed offers a 

unique narrative. As CNN's Fiona Sinclair Scott writes, "Portraits of families taken 

through windows, still-life shots of the many meals had at home, light as it reflects 

through houses around the world; this repetition of imagery begins to build a simple, 

shared narrative of many living through this time, away from each other, but somehow 

together" (Scott, 2020).  

 
As the pandemic continues to play out its long-term effects, digital platforms are 

becoming increasingly popular for visualizing the destruction and rebuilding efforts. 

Seeing is believing, and when people see others experiencing similar hardships, they can 

form a sense of community - even in the dark times. Through imagery, we begin to 

comprehend that we're not alone and that others are fighting the same fight, day by day. 

Imagery allows us to gain insight into people's psychological state of mind and socio-

cultural context (Ivbijaro et al., 2020). Ferrari, a freelance photographer in Milan, 

believes the pandemic has encouraged people to appreciate what they have, including life 

itself. In her series, "Stay Home: A Portrait of Confinement in Milan," Ferrari chronicles 

the disarming simplicity of at-home life as people are forced to stay inside. "I'm very 

much fascinated by how simple yet powerful things, very banal things that we go through 

every day are, and how they impact our life and our personalities in us as humans," she 

said. "What we have the privilege to have, and a different way to meet the pandemic, to 

try to find the beauty in everyday life" (Dorroh, 2020).  
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As quarantine shut everyone in, many creative outlets turned the camera on those 

in need. With the belief that everyone has a story to tell, Covid Story Project was born, 

giving a voice to those who wish to share their unique story and strengthen connections 

between people. During times of crisis, this platform has created a community for those 

struggling with social isolation and health scares. It serves as another outlet processing 

change for the good of humanity in a global fight against an invisible enemy 

(Covidstoryproject.com). 

 
METHODS: PHOTO DOCUMENTATION & INTERVIEWS 
 
 
 Using my Canon RP mirrorless camera, I used my photography experience to 

create something memorable. As a semi-amateur photographer, it is crucial to properly 

prepare for a photoshoot rather than walk into the unknown. This project tested my 

ability to coordinate, organize, schedule, and execute a plan, as well as my ability to 

remain flexible when relying on others. For my documentary photos, I had the pleasure of 

working with motivated individuals who believe in the power of photography. Each 

person was accommodating and pleasant, partly due to proper planning and 

implementation. Even my street photography subjects generally got in the spirit - with a 

willingness to participate, a sprightful attitude, and genuine interest in seeing the result. 

One of the reasons I love photography so much is because of how it makes people feel. 

Even if they are reluctant at first, most people enjoy seeing their pictures. It gives them a 

slight sense of purpose or belonging, almost as if they won't be forgotten. When you take 

time to conversate and take a vested interest in what people have to say, they are more 

willing to open up and get comfortable with a camera in their face. Humans naturally 
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connect, and I believe photography helps enable that connection. When I take someone's 

picture on the street at random, I feel as though I'm getting closer to understanding people 

from different walks of life, and I hope they think that too. 

 
Platform  
 

  Behance is a social media platform by Adobe that allows users to create and 

display their artwork and creative visions. I found this site to be an ideal option for this 

project because it will enable the photos to take center stage in a project meant for 

seamless digestion. Having the idea of a digital scrapbook in mind, I selected a platform 

that would also provide the best option for maximum visibility and technological 

longevity. With so many platforms to choose from, I found that Behance offers a 

thoughtful selection of layouts, fonts, and organizational tools, proving ideal for a digital 

photography showcase. This platform allows the photography to stand center stage, and 

its format is easy to navigate for any audience. Regarding relatability and tone, I carefully 

selected a modest Serif font titled "Bookman Old School" for its bold yet inviting style, 

with splashes of color to highlight each perspective.  

            
While quality formatting and visual appeal are essential, I want to make sure my 

photos resonate with all viewers, tell their own stories, and exude their feelings. Using 

practical information design principles, I decided to use a mix of visual and verbal 

language to tell a more emotional and intimate story that is narrative-driven. This 

platform is designed for maximum visibility with minimal clutter, and for that, it won out 

against its competitors as my final choice. In addition to this display, I have submitted 
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several photos to online publications, TheBloodPudding.com and BigWhoopieDeal.com, 

as part of their Covid-19 editions. 

 
Text and Visual Language 
 

  For my project, I have asked several acquaintances to answer questions regarding 

their lives during a worldwide existential crisis. How has life changed daily? How have 

their perspectives on life changed? How do they see the world and others differently?      

I asked them to dig deep and analyze their unique situations regarding how their routines 

have shifted and what they believe the future holds as they navigate their new and ever-

changing normals. "When our perspective changes, we recognize the power it had all 

along—to shape, define, and even limit our experience. The role of the artist is to take a 

step back and see, comment on, and explore the world in ways that other people don't" 

(Vaughan-Lee, 2021). I seek to find these answers through visual appeal mixed with first-

person evaluations and interviews on the topic. 

 
Power in Numbers 

 
In Corona and Work Around the Globe, authors Eckert and Hentschke shed light 

on how much the world has suffered throughout the past year and its toll on the human 

race. From anxiety and depression to lost jobs, lost lives, isolation, and fatigue, the 

pandemic blindsided millions, creating potential long-term effects caused by these issues. 

According to Eckert and Hentschke, Americans lost an estimated 10.7 percent or 300 

million jobs, many of which affected low-wage workers and those already financially 

vulnerable (Eckert & Hentschke, 2021). Today, businesses nationwide are in the process 
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of restructuring and determining whether or not they can survive, let alone hire new 

employees. The authors make puzzling observations about the uncertain future of the 

U.S. economy and how the pandemic has changed the way we operate. A reported 25 

percent of U.S. adults say someone in their household has been laid off or lost their job. 

Another 15 percent say they've personally lost their job (Parker et al., 2020). With such a 

sharp and unexpected turn of events, it's no wonder people are feeling lost and alone. 

Among those affected are the latest round of college graduates as they prepare to leave 

school and seek employment. With pre-existing anxiety related to job hunting, the 

pandemic has added to it tenfold. "The interruption of their plans for first jobs, 

internships, volunteer work, etc. has an effect far beyond simple life planning" (Eckert & 

Hentschke, 2021).       

 
Outcomes 

 
 The term "lockdown generation" refers to those preparing to enter the workforce 

during this unprecedented time in history. Two of my interviewees are in this precise 

situation with different circumstances. Jordyn Maloney, who graduated from Syracuse 

University in 2020, is feeling these effects head-on. Fearful and facing much uncertainty, 

Jordyn is holding off on making major career decisions before knowing what the local 

economy's status holds. In the meantime, Jordyn continues to focus on her hobbies. Since 

childhood, karate has been a constant in her life until Covid-19 nearly took it from her.  

 
           Jordyn, a 22-year-old fourth-degree blackbelt, has been training in a karate studio 

since she could walk. She has been in the dojo training, fighting, and building her 

physical and mental endurance all her life. After just receiving her fourth degree, I asked 
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Jordyn to reflect on how Covid-19 has impacted her ability to train. In martial arts, 

students learn to build mental fortitude in a way that most of us cannot fathom. Mental 

agility holds as much or more weight than physical strength, so she has become well 

accustomed to overcoming obstacles standing in her way. With each black belt degree 

earned, the amount of training is extended based on the number of years spent training for 

each degree. So, to reach her fifth degree, she would need to train for five more years.  

Jordyn has successfully trained for over a decade to reach her current status. To earn her 

next degree, she will need to train an additional five years and pass a series of tests to 

determine her competencies. Becoming a master of martial arts is no easy feat. It is not an 

automatic advancement. If you do not commit to training day in and day out for years on 

end, the chance of reaching the top of the pedestal is limited and rare. Jordyn is not 

immune to the plight of the pandemic and has offered this insight: 

 
When Covid-19 shut down the entire world, my first feeling was an 

emptiness from not being able to train and compete. I went from 

something that has become such a big part of my daily life and routine to 

absolutely nothing at all. I was fortunate because my dojo at Impact 

Martial Arts & Fitness made the transition to having Zoom classes rather 

quickly so that we could still train. But, as many people know, doing 

something in your own home versus in the actual dojo just doesn't give 

you the same feeling. Once New York state opened up its gyms, we were 

allowed to slowly ease back into our new dojo ‘normal.’ From that point, 

the new schedule of classes was put up on a website called PickTime 

every Sunday, which allowed us to get back into a training routine. This 

enabled us to sign up to take classes in person at the dojo until classes hit 

their capacity, which alleviated some of the cabin fever. Today, we are 

still offering Zoom class options to help with the bigger class sizes and 
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people who still aren't comfortable with in-person training. From the 

beginning of this new era, the dojo has taken things super-seriously, from 

having mask mandates, temperature checks, social distancing 

requirements to having the majority of our movement confined to one spot 

(keeping everyone 6 feet apart). Fast forward to almost a year later; we've 

grown more comfortable with this being the new normal and working with 

its restrictions. We're now able to add more people to classes based on NY 

State Guidelines while recently bringing more movement back in. I hope 

that once everything settles down, the job market will open back up so I 

can start my professional life. I really don't know what that will look like, 

but I am hopeful that with my leadership skills and an open mind, I will 

find something else just as fulfilling to pursue. -Jordyn Maloney 

 
 
At Syracuse University, Reserve Officer Training Corps cadets have 

experienced similar setbacks in the program. Though the Army adapts to change 

all the time, even it couldn’t have seen this coming. The ripple effect is 

significant. As a senior preparing to graduate, I asked Syracuse Army ROTC 

Cadet Kate Edwards how the pandemic has affected her life regarding her path to 

becoming an officer.  

 
I used to occasionally groan at the thought of getting up for Physical 

Training (PT) every day or having to go to various duty details as a part of 

ROTC on long busy college days, but now I welcome every chance I get 

to be with my peers. Throughout COVID, our program's most significant 

change was not seeing all our fellow cadets. We would message each 

other and keep up with everyone on apps like Strava and GroupMe, but 

the interaction, similar to what the rest of the world is experiencing, was 

extremely limited. As the country and state have adapted to new COVID 

protocols, so has Syracuse ROTC. We are now back to socially distanced 
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PT, where we can all go to the Carrier Dome and work out in small 

(masked) groups and are also able to conduct leadership labs at Skytop 

Track. These changes have brought a greater appreciation for my peers 

and have given me a chance to get to know the underclassman cadets 

better, which is a huge blessing. As senior cadets, we are responsible for 

planning or leading certain aspects of ROTC training. With COVID, this 

has become a more daunting task, and trying to create engaging content 

and activities is much more complex than I would have previously 

thought. Additionally, it's the little things that are leaving an even bigger 

hole in the experience, like not having our annual Military Ball or having a 

Veterans Day ceremony in person. We have all worked so hard in this 

program the past four years, and this was supposed to be our time to enjoy 

the fruits of our labor. That said, the military will continue to adapt to any 

situation, COVID or not, so we look at the silver lining. There are still 

small glimmers of hope, like the possibility of an in-person 

commissioning ceremony in May. One of the aspects of ROTC that I find 

incredibly reassuring is job security and the opportunity I have to go on 

active duty following graduation and commissioning. This means I will 

have a full-time job right away. I live with some other students who are 

feeling the pressure of daunting unemployment rates and overall job 

uncertainty, and it's playing a big role in their final semester. I’m lucky to 

know that I'll be joining the active-duty Cyber Corps and gaining 

marketable job skills as well as the opportunity to lead in my very first job 

out of college. -Kate Edwards 

 

  Students of all ages are adjusting to new learning methods as they open a laptop at 

their kitchen table instead of sitting in a classroom. Without notice, homes have 

transformed into schools and parents into teachers. Where do the boundaries lie? What 

are the possible outcomes of distance learning and its effect on today's youth? Will 

children feel an adverse impact from the lack of social interaction, and what about 
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parents having to balance it all? In Student Voice: Photography, COVID-19, and our 

collective memory, author Clearly Vaughan-Lee describes how visual arts teacher Wendy 

McElfish uses photography to empower her students to capture their experiences during 

the pandemic. They're not only creating a collection of memories for themselves but also 

a time capsule for future generations. She says that when students look at iconic 

photographs from the past, they can better understand the impact photography has on 

society. "Photographs mirror society and taking pictures provides opportunities for 

students to make historical and cultural connections" (Vaughan-Lee, 2021).  

 
           In Literacy in Lockdown: Learning and Teaching During COVID-19 School 

Closures, Chamberlain et al. (2020) suggest that children with learning disabilities and 

those in tight-knit communities have had a more difficult time transitioning to distance 

learning due to the lack of social interaction. Teachers have had to get creative with their 

virtual learning materials with increased social isolation, even creating classes "Zoom 

lunches" to accommodate those with particularly severe emotional needs. I sought 

answers from my coworker Amanda Rollins, who added the at-home-teacher title to her 

resume in the past year. Like many others, her eleven-year-old son Billy transitioned to 

distance learning, but Amanda sees it as a welcomed and positive change contrary to 

popular opinion. 

 
COVID-19 made distance learning a difficult decision for my family. In 

March of 2020, we had a new six-month-old baby girl and our 11-year-old 

sixth-grader eager to learn and grow. Our son had experienced his share of 

learning challenges, being a military child that moves every two to four 

years, and going from private Christian schools to public schools in his 

short educational career. When he started sixth grade, he was behind two 
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grade levels in reading, math, English, and language arts. Naturally, I was 

concerned. My husband and I were both very skeptical about teaching him 

from home, between him being a stay-at-home dad, watching the baby, 

and me working extremely long hours in the Army. However, I assured 

them both that we could make it work if only for the sake of keeping our 

family safe. Little Billy has matured drastically over the past year and has 

grown leaps and bounds in his ability to overcome learning obstacles. He’s 

making straight A’s and has caught up or surpassed all milestones set for 

sixth graders to achieve. He sets his alarm every morning, completes his 

hygiene routine, makes coffee for him and his dad, eats breakfast, and sits 

down to start his day without hesitation. He’s in class early or on time and 

has not missed one day of school this year. His teachers have made 

encouraging comments on his punctuality, politeness, class participation, 

and dedication to completing his assignments correctly and ahead of 

schedule. I finally feel like a mom again. Covid-19 was a forced blessing 

in our household. This past year has helped Billy stay focused on his 

schooling and not be distracted by all of the excitement that grade school 

can bring. As a family, we are so very proud of him, and it’s nice to see 

him be proud of himself, too. Above all else, this pandemic has taught him 

the value of spending more time with family. -Amanda Rollins 

 

  In Visualizing the COVID-19 pandemic response in Canadian higher education: 

an extended photo essay, author Amy Scott Metcalfe takes a similar approach to 

"research-creation" from an academic standpoint. In her photo essay, she documents how 

the University of British Columbia copes with distance learning. Dealing with her own 

job uncertainty at the university, Metcalfe uses her photo essay as a means of self-

expression and stress relief. She believes that photography can act as a form of "visual 

sociology informed by notions of the visual ethnographic narrative" (Metcalfe, 2020). 

Metcalfe believes there are many parallels to be drawn between photography's "aesthetic 
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and representational criteria." Since Metcalfe's photo essay tackles social sciences issues, 

she chose not to alter her photos in any way to focus on how Covid-19 restrictions 

changed social dynamics and academic procedures. Metcalfe quotes Pauwels 2015 

discussion on photography's research potential in saying, "The major strength of this 

scholarly form resides in the synergy of the distinct forms of expression that are 

combined – images, words, layout and design – and that add up to a scientifically 

informed statement" (as cited in Pauwels, 2015). When we see how everyone is affected, 

it allows us to understand each other better and form a sense of unity. Though each 

perspective only offers a finite glimpse into the chaos, it helps develop a complete picture 

of collective devastation.  

 
           Lastly, I had the opportunity to follow a local reporter along to a live television 

segment called "Brandon's Bites." Brandon Roth, a longtime reporter at CNY Central 

News in Syracuse, NY, has seen his fair share of changes over the years. From analog to 

digital, standard to high definition, controversy, extreme weather, grand openings, and 

more recently, grand closings, he has experienced it. Nice Biscuit, a new local southern 

style biscuit shop, is testing its concept in Central New York, hoping to fill the void for 

down-home hearty vegan fare. There, I was able to see how the broadcasting industry has 

adapted to social distancing guidelines and gained Brandon's perspective on reporting 

during the pandemic. Brandon shares his perspective on the past year: 

 
As a morning reporter who drives into work at 3 am, I am used to not 

being around too many people for a good part of my day. That said, I have 

found working during the pandemic to be very isolating and also very 

challenging. One of the biggest challenges has been coordinating and 
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communicating with my fellow employees since many of them now work 

from home. I am a community reporter, so early on in the pandemic, there 

was simply nothing to report on in community events since everything 

was shut down. During the first few months of the pandemic, I spent time 

reporting from the studio on Covid related stories. If I did an interview, it 

was via Skype. As things have reopened in the past couple of months, I 

have started doing more reports out in the community, which is very 

refreshing, honestly. I have found that people are excited about stories 

focusing on upcoming events and things they can do again. For example, 

one of my segments is called “Brandon’s Bites,” where we highlight 

businesses cooking up fantastic food that you can find locally in Central 

New York, like this local biscuit shop called Nice Biscuit. Since so many 

places shut down during the pandemic, I have found that people are 

energized to see these segments on local restaurants because it offers a 

new sense of freedom and relief. It has also been rewarding to help out 

these restaurant and small business owners, many of whom have really 

struggled. I can honestly say that the community reports I have been doing 

for the past six months have been perhaps the most rewarding of my 

career. Since Covid has and continues to be something so unknown to us, 

it is comforting to report positive things that uplift people in our 

community. In a small way, it reaffirms our collective belief in humanity. 

I think in the future there will be some permanent changes in the way we 

cover the news. More reporters and crews will continue to work remotely, 

and more interviews will be done via Skype. That said, I think there will 

always be a need for a reporter to go out in the community and talk face to 

face to people about their dreams and hopes for the future. I think now 

more than ever, there is a renewed appreciation for positive news and 

events in the community because we have seen how empty life can be 

when taken away. The pandemic has been a tough teacher, but one 

positive that has come out of this is that we see the power of what we can 

do when we all work together for the greater good. If I can contribute to 
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that in some small way, well, that’s why I got into this business in the first 

place. -Brandon Roth 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

  Since the nineteenth century, photography has served as a visual reminder of 

historical events in time, from victories and failures, tragedies and triumphs, to love, 

death, pain, and hope. For my study, I have selected multiple individuals to document 

living and working amid a global pandemic. Using a qualitative approach, I have 

observed and photographed the individuals, conducted interviews regarding their various 

experiences throughout the past year, and gathered their future perspectives. Photography 

has the ability to move us, and we cannot ignore the toll Covid-19 has taken on the 

human race. What better way to memorialize this experience than with a photo series 

dedicated to people doing all they can to maintain some sense of normalcy? I documented 

human life as a historical testament to the times using street and documentary styles with 

applied aesthetics and illustrative techniques to showcase the resiliency of the human 

spirit. By creating visual artifacts, we can shape and influence how people view the world 

and process the darkness they may never physically see. We all may want to forget the 

negative impact this pandemic has had on us, but we will never forget how we grew from 

it. Belief in photography and literature's symbiotic nature further demonstrates the benefit 

of adding text to photos and how they must coexist to maximize visuality in an 

increasingly visual and digital world. It is in this ideology that I find the basis of my 

Capstone. Utilizing photography as a visual art form, enhanced by text, creating a digital 

scrapbook of strangers living through a historical period in time. 
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FIGURE 1: UNMASKED OPENING PAGE AND STREET PHOTOGRAPHY 
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FIGURE 2: STREET PHOTOGRAPHY CONTINUED 
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FIGURE 3: IMPACT MARTIAL ARTS DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY 
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FIGURE 4: IMPACT MARTIAL ARTS DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY CONTINUED 
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FIGURE 5: SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY ARMY ROTC DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY 
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FIGURE 6: BILLY ROLLINS LEARNING DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY 
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FIGURE 7: BRANDON’S BITES DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY 



     Unmasked: A Visual Documentation of How Covid-19 Affects the Lives of Central New Yorkers 

 

 40 

 
 

FIGURE 8: BRANDON’S BITES DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY CONTINUED 
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