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Synchronizing Creativity in Smart Cities around the World

The Creative Way of Life
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You can’t have better futures 
without better dreams.

Ed Finn
Director of the Center for Science and the Imagination
Arizona State University 



C 



4

1. 
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Smart Cities is an American Invention

3. The Definitions 
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A variety of definitions exist among academia and practitioners.

In a smart city, the digital technologies translate into better public
services for inhabitants and better use of resources while reducing
environmental impacts.

The Smart City is Primary a Concept
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3. Definitions

 
 

 



A city connecting the physical infrastructure, the
information-technology infrastructure, the social
infrastructure, and the business infrastructure to
leverage the collective intelligence of the city.

One of the formal definitions of
the smart city
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A smart sustainable city is, an innovative city that uses
information and communication technologies (ICTs) and other
means to improve quality of life, efficiency of urban operations
and services, and competitiveness, while ensuring that it meets
the needs of present and future generations with respect to
economic, social and environmental aspects.

Another formal and comprehensive
definition of the smart city
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Two closely related emerging technology frameworks:
The Internet of Things (IoT) and big data (BD)
Make Smart Cities Efficient and Responsive



The IoT in Smart Cities
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The core of smart city
implementation is the IoT.

The IoT is the technical
backbone of smart cities.

Three key features the IoT
can provide:

1.       Intelligence

2.       Interconnection

3.       Instrumentation

 

 

 



Big Data in Smart Cities
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Big Data refers to a collection of
large and complex data sets
that would be difficult to process
using regular database 
management tools or traditional 
data processing application. 

The IoT, BD, and smart cities
are strongly interrelated, as one
needs the other two.
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Smart City Design: Some Challenges



5. The Importance of Social Planning in 
the Development of a Smart City
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Most urbanists generally 
agree that the core 
problems of the city are 
social problems…, and then 
we seek solutions through 
other than social reforms in 
the naive belief that 
"technology saves."
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5. (a) Social planning is the process by which policymakers - legislators, 
government agencies, planners, and, often, funders - try to solve community 
problems or improve conditions in the community by devising and 
implementing policies intended to have certain results.

5. The Importance of Social Planning in 
the Development of a Smart City 
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5. (b) SOCIAL PLANNING APPROACHES

Three Approaches to Social Planning

(1) conventional approaches, which assume that 
problems can be solved by existing mechanisms.

(2) reformist approaches, which assume that the system 
needs some major modification.

(3) radical approaches, which assume that problems 
cannot be solved by the existing social system.



6. Designing the 
Future of Your City

New designs for the 
future always gestate 
as conspiracies – not
committees.
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Business drives technology, and 
large-scale urbanization boosts 

innovation and new technologies

32

❖  “Future as a Design Space”
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Decide a Direction for Your City
with a Symbolic Meaning 
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❖  “Future as a Design Space”
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Synchronizing Creativity in Your City for a Creative Way of Life
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Conclusion
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How "smart" would you like your city to be?

To: the Urbanites of the Cybs-n-Nets World

   


